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The Resurrection—Christ’s and Ours, Part 1 

1 Corinthians 15:1-34 
 

 Happy Easter! Christ is risen, he is risen indeed! 

Now you may be saying, “Wait a minute! Easter was last Sunday.” 

Well, the celebration of Christ’s resurrection is just too big for one Sunday! So on the 

Christian calendar, Easter is actually a season that begins on Easter Sunday and continues for 

seven weeks up to Pentecost Sunday. 

So Happy Easter! Christ is risen, he is risen indeed! 

Last Sunday we celebrated Jesus’ resurrection. Today and next Sunday I want us to focus on 

the reality and hope of resurrection, both Christ’s and ours. What I’m doing today and next 

Sunday is actually one sermon in two parts as we explore what Paul told the Corinthian believers 

about resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15. Today we’re focusing on 1 Corinthians 15:1-34. Listen to 

what Paul said . . . Read text . . . 
  

Paul’s problem children 

The Corinthian believers were Paul’s problem children.  

You know what I’m talking about. Some children are relatively easy for their parents as they 

bring them up. They’re compliant and obedient. They’re willing to work and help out around 

home and they do well in school. Others are oppositional and defiant. They’re unwilling to help 

out or to do what their parents try to get them to do, no matter how good the parents are or how 

well they handle the situation. These children don’t want to do what’s expected of them in terms 

of behavior or performance, and they’re often in trouble of one kind or another. And then most 

children fall somewhere between these two ends of the spectrum. 

Well, the church in Corinth was not easy for Paul to deal with. This congregation was 

resistant to his authority as the apostle who brought the gospel to them and established their 

church. They were easily led astray by some teachers Paul would refer to in 2 Corinthians as 

“super-apostles” (2 Corinthians 11:5). There were several problems he had to correct—factions 

formed around personalities, moral problems, abuses at the Lord’s Supper, the abuse of spiritual 

gifts to build up oneself rather than the church, and a false teaching that there was no 

resurrection. 

 In some cases, Paul was responding to reports from some from Chloe’s household (1:11). In 
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others he seems to be responding to some specific questions from the Corinthians themselves. 
 

A vigorous response 

 Here in chapter 15, Paul deals with the most critical concern, because it strikes at the very 

heart of the gospel and of the Christian hope. Somehow (maybe from his messenger?) he has 

learned that at least some of the Corinthians believe and are teaching that there is no future 

resurrection from the dead. Apparently, they’re holding that the resurrection is spiritual and once 

a person has become a believer and been baptized, he or she has experienced it. But they’re 

denying that there will be a resurrection of the body at the last day when Christ returns. 

 Paul’s response is vigorous and adamant. He firmly establishes that resurrection—both 

Christ’s and ours—is central to the Christian faith and hope! 

Look at how he develops his argument. 

First, he reminds them of the central message of the gospel—the good news—that he has 

proclaimed to them. They have received it and taken their stand on it. And they are being saved 

through it, if they hold firmly to it, unless they have come to believe in vain (15:1-2). 

And what is that gospel message? Paul says that he passed on to them as of first importance 

what he had received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared 

to many people after his resurrection, people who saw him, talked with him, ate with him, and 

touched him. The list is impressive, and doesn’t even include everybody, because Matthew, 

Mark, and John tell us in their Gospel accounts that the risen Jesus appeared first to Mary 

Magdalene. Matthew tells us that the other Mary was with her when he appeared (Matthew 

28:1, 8-9). 

Whom else did he appear to? Paul tells us here that the risen Lord appeared to Cephas 

(Peter), the Twelve (the Apostles), to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the 

same time (most of whom were still alive when Paul wrote this letter), then to James (the one 

known as the Lord’s brother, who did not believe until after Jesus’ resurrection, but then became 

the leader of the church in Jerusalem), then to all the apostles (not just the Twelve), and last of 

all to Paul himself on the road to Damascus. Paul refers to himself here as the least of the 

apostles and says that God’s grace toward him was not in vain (15:3-11). 

Paul’s point is that Jesus’ resurrection is not a conjured-up fable but a reality that is well-

attested by a significant number of eyewitnesses who saw him alive after he had died on the 

cross and been buried in the tomb for three days by Jewish reckoning that counted any part of a 

day as a day. So Friday was the first day, Saturday was the second, and Sunday was the third. 

Now Paul is offering this reminder of the gospel as a vigorous response to a horrible error the 

Corinthians have fallen into—the dangerous false teaching that there is no resurrection from 

the dead (15:12). 

Paul asks them, But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can 

some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? (15:12). Then he develops his 

argument in 15:13-19. If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 
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raised. If that’s the case, then his proclamation of the gospel and their faith in Christ are useless. 

Paul says that he and others who testified that they had seen the risen Christ and all those who 

proclaimed the gospel message would be false witnesses since they have testified about God 

that he raised Christ from the dead. Paul repeats it for emphasis: if there is no resurrection, 

then Christ has not been raised either. And if that’s the case, then the Corinthians’ (and our) 

faith is futile, and they are still in their sins—and so are we! Not only that, those also who have 

fallen asleep (died) in Christ are lost. 

The ramifications of this false teaching are extremely serious and of eternal magnitude! No 

wonder Paul says, If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be 

pitied. 
 

A sure declaration 

Paul now turns from a negative argument that shows the ramifications of this false teaching 

that there is no resurrection to a sure declaration in 15:20-28. 

He asserts in verse 20: But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 

those who have fallen asleep. 

 He then expresses an understanding of what God has done in Christ that we don’t usually 

think about, but that became one of the most important ways that the early church Fathers, as 

seen especially in the writings of Irenaeus, the bishop of Lyons in modern France, understood 

Christ’s atonement. Irenaeus lived in the second century, and had been taught by Polycarp, the 

bishop of Smyrna, who had been taught by the Apostle John. 

 Paul uses the idea of recapitulation, that in his becoming human while still divine through his 

incarnation, Christ became the last Adam to undo what the first Adam did in his disobedience to 

what God intended for humanity. Death came through a man, so that we all die in Adam. And 

since death came through a man, the resurrection also comes through a man—Jesus Christ! As 

Paul puts it, For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive (15:21-22). But all this 

is in the proper order: Christ rose as the firstfruits, then when he comes he will raise those who 

belong to him (15:23). Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to the Father after 

destroying every enemy, including death, and voluntarily subjects himself to the Father, who is 

the first among equals in the Holy Trinity (15:24-28). 

Paul then lays out some implications of the Corinthians’ error in 15:29-34. If there is no 

resurrection, then why are they being baptized for the dead? We’re not really sure what Paul is 

talking about with this obscure reference, whether he means being baptized on behalf of 

believers who died before they could be baptized, or if it refers to one’s own baptism with the 

idea that the body being immersed in water corresponds to the corpse being buried in the grave, 

the imagery Paul uses in Romans 6.1 Whatever he’s referring to, Paul’s point is that baptism 

points to hope of resurrection!  

So if there’s no resurrection, what’s the point of baptism? Why suffer for Christ? Why strive 

to live a Christian lifestyle? Why not live for today like there’s nothing beyond this life: “Let us 

eat and drink, for tomorrow we die”?  
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Paul refutes this by calling the Corinthians to a sober mind and a righteous lifestyle. 
 

The reality of resurrection 

 So what does all this mean for us today, nearly 2,000 years after Paul wrote this to the 

Corinthian church? 

Everything! The reality of Christ’s resurrection guarantees that we will also be raised.  

This is crucial for us as Christians. We’re not talking about pie-in-the-sky-bye-and-bye, but 

about resurrection, the redemption of not only our spirits, but of our bodies, so that we will be 

redeemed as whole persons who will live in a redeemed creation in the new heavens and new 

earth, when God brings down the heavenly city, the New Jerusalem, to the new earth so that God 

will dwell among his people in the new creation (Revelation 21:1-5)!   

Our future resurrection and the reality of Jesus’ resurrection are inextricably bound 

together. There can’t be one without the other! Christ’s resurrection is the beginning of the 

general resurrection—the firstfruits! When he returns in glory, he will raise thH dead. We will 

share in his resurrection glory! We will have new, glorified bodies like his that will be suited for 

the new creation! Because Jesus rose, we will rise! 

This hope of resurrection makes a tremendous difference in the way we live.  

It impacts how we deal with suffering in this life. In Romans 8:18-25, Paul tells us that the 

sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that awaits us. That 

glory he’s talking about is the glory of our sharing in Jesus Christ’s resurrection! In 2 

Corinthians 4:16 – 5:9, Paul talks about how we don’t lose heart because of our sufferings, since 

our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs 

them all. And that glory is our coming resurrection. As Malcolm Tolbert used to put it, “If you 

know you’re going to be raised, then it really doesn’t matter if you die.” 

 This hope of resurrection also impacts how we live ethically. If we know there’s more than 

this life, and that how we live in this life determines what we’ll experience in the life to come, 

then we’ll live in light of the life to come! We’ll live according to the Great Commandment to 

love the Lord our God with all our heart and soul and mind and strength and our neighbor as 

ourselves, and the Great Commission to make disciples of all the nations! When we do this, we’ll 

be living in anticipation of the resurrection! 

The gospel hymn puts it well: 
 

Because He lives I can face tomorrow; 

Because He lives all fear is gone, 

Because I know He holds the future, 

And life is worth the living 

Just because He lives!2 
 

 So Happy Easter! Christ is risen, he is risen indeed! 

 

MEG 
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