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When the Son of Man Comes 

Mathew 24:36-44 

 

 Have you ever experienced the frustration of being unprepared? Maybe it was for something 

you expected, but weren’t really prepared for it, like a test in school or college, or for a 

presentation or a report about a project with your job or at church. Maybe it was about teaching a 

lesson of some kind at church or in another setting. Or maybe you were unprepared for 

something you weren’t expecting, like a pop test or a sickness or some kind of setback in your 

life. 

 We humans have a tendency to want to know what to expect. We want to know when 

something is going to happen and how it will happen, don’t we? 

 One day as he was teaching, Jesus warned his disciples about how Jerusalem would be 

destroyed because the people continually rejected the Lord. As he was leaving the temple, his 

disciples pointed out the incredible buildings of the temple complex, which included white 

marble stones that were as large as 36 feet long, 18 feet high, and 12 feet deep.  

Ancient writers tell us that it was such a brilliant sight that from a distance, it looked like a 

snowcap on a mountain. It was truly one of the wonders of the ancient world. It was as though 

they were saying to him, “Surely something this wondrous won’t be destroyed!”  

But Jesus said to them, “Do you see all these things? Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be 

left on another; every one will be thrown down” (Matthew 24:2).1 Then when they got out to the 

Mount of Olives, where it was just Jesus and his disciples, they asked him, “Tell us, when will this 

happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3). 

 

Questions and answers 

 Now notice that the disciples actually asked Jesus two questions. The first was this: When 

will this destruction of the temple take place? The second was this: What will be the sign of his 

coming and the end of the age? 

 Jesus answered their questions carefully. As he did, he sort of moved back and forth between 

the two. 

First, he described what would lead up to the destruction of Jerusalem, which took place in 

AD 70 at the hands of the Roman general Titus. He warned them that there would be many false 

messiahs who would deceive many. And there were. He warned that they would “hear of wars and 

rumors of wars,” and they did. There would be wars, famines, and earthquakes, but this was not 

yet the end, but rather just “the beginning of birth pains” (Matthew 24:7-8). Jesus’ followers would 

be persecuted, some even martyred, while the love of some of those who claimed to follow him 
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would grow cold. “And this gospel of God’s kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a 

testimony to all nations, and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:9-14). 

In 24:15-28, he moved back specifically to the coming destruction of Jerusalem and offered 

more warnings about false messiahs and false prophets who would come.  

He then shifted again in 24:29-35 to talk about his return “after the distress of those days” and 

the certainty of his return “with power and great glory” at the end of the age. 

Then in our text, Jesus warned his disciples to be ready always, since he would come at an 

unexpected time. Listen to what he said about his coming in our text, Matthew 24:36-44. 

 
 36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of 
Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would 
happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of 
the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two 
women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 

42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 
43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief 
was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So 
you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect 
him. 

 

Jesus warned his disciples to be ready always, since he would come at an unexpected time. 

He declared that the angels in heaven didn’t know when it would be, indeed, that even he didn’t 

know when it would, but that only the Father knew “that day or hour” (24:36). 

He illustrated how his coming would be with several comparisons. 

It would be “as it was in the days of Noah” as people went about their regular everyday lives, 

and didn’t know anything “until the flood came and took them all away.” 

He said that there would be two men working in the field; one would be taken (in judgment), 

and the same with two women who were using a hand mill to grind grain. 

Then he used the situation of the owner of a house—if he had known when the thief was 

coming during the night, he would have been watching and would have prevented his house from 

being broken into. 

Then he stated it emphatically: “So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at 

an hour when you do not expect him.” (24:44). 

 

Watching for his return 

Down through history, there have been times when the interest in Jesus’ return has waxed 

and waned, with occasional spikes. There have been several times when teachers have declared 

that Jesus would return on a certain day, only to disappoint themselves and their followers. I 

remember back in 1988 receiving unsolicited in the mail a booklet entitled 88 Reasons Why the 

Rapture Must Take Place in 1988. It was followed the next year by a booklet explaining how the 

author had miscalculated by one year, and it would surely take place in 1989! I didn’t receive 

another booklet that next year, or any time since then . . . . 

I can’t tell you how many times through the years I’ve had people ask me, “Don’t you think 

Jesus is going to come back very soon?” My reply has always been something like, “I don’t 

know. We’ve been living in the last days ever since Jesus’ resurrection. It could be another 
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thousand years, or it might be in the next five minutes! Jesus said that only the Father knows. 

What’s important is that we’re ready when he comes.” 

 Now there are number of different ways that people interpret what will happen in connection 

with Christ’s return and the end of the age. And some people become so interested in figuring 

out the details that they begin to miss what really matters. Scripture is clear about four things, 

and the church through the ages has always taught these four things:  

•  First, Jesus will return in glory. 

•  Second, he will raise the dead—the righteous to eternal life, the wicked to eternal 

condemnation (John 5:28-30). 

•  Third, he will judge the world in righteousness. 

•  And fourth, he will set all things right in new heavens and a new earth, redeeming the 

creation itself as the New Jerusalem comes down out of heaven to the new earth 

(Romans 8:18-25; 2 Peter 3:10-13; Revelation 21:1 – 22:5). 

Even so, people often become so intensely interested in trying to figure it all out that they 

can’t see the forest (this four-point big picture) for the trees (trying to discern every detail)! 

 

A different approach 

What Jesus said here in Matthew 24 is a totally different way of approaching his return. He 

tells us very clearly that the Son of Man will come at an hour we do not expect, so we must be 

ready! 

 

 Some of you remember the days when you never had to lock any doors. You didn’t have to 

worry about someone breaking into your house or your storage buildings or barns. You could not 

only leave your car unlocked, you could leave the key in it, maybe even leave it running, and not 

have to worry about someone driving off with it. You certainly can’t do that now, can you? You 

have to make sure everything is locked up, and always be alert to the possibility of someone 

breaking in or stealing something from you. Things are a lot different now, aren’t they? 

 Even as we go about our daily routine, we have to be alert. We don’t just stand around 

looking for thieves or terrorists or others who would do us or our property harm, so preoccupied 

with them that we can’t do anything else. But as we live our lives day by day, we watch out, we 

are alert to anything unusual, because we simply don’t know when or how they might strike. 

 That’s how it is with the return of Jesus Christ, the Son of Man! We go about our daily lives, 

alert and watching for his coming, ready to meet him.  

Just as Jesus warned his disciples, we must always be ready, since he will come at an hour we 

do not expect. 

 Are you ready? 

  
 MEG 

 
 

1 Scripture quotations taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version® (2011 edition). 


