
 

                        To Know Christ . . .  

                        and to Make Him Known 
 

 
Wilmington, North Carolina www.templebaptist.us 
Dr. Mark E. Gaskins, Senior Pastor (910) 763-3351 
The Lord’s Day, November 29, 2020 © 2020 

 

 

Awake and Watching 

Mark 13:24-37 

 

 It’s hard to believe that Advent is already here again, and that it will soon be Christmas. It’s 

not just a cliché—the older I get the faster time goes by! 

 And so we enter another Advent season today. After all we’ve been through this year, we 

may have an even deeper appreciation and understanding of the meaning of this holy season. 

 You’ve heard me say many times before that the observance of Advent is not simply 

celebrating Christmas early. In fact, some churches don’t sing Christmas carols until Christmas 

Eve! Then Christmastide continues from Christmas Day until the celebration of the Epiphany on 

January 6, which commemorates the visit of the magi to the Christ child, signifying that He is the 

Savior of all the nations. 

 Advent is instead a time of penitence and preparation, a time of examining our hearts to see if 

we’re ready for our Lord Jesus’ second advent, when He comes again in power and glory. For 

it’s only as we’re prepared for His return that we’re truly prepared to celebrate His coming as a 

babe in Bethlehem, when the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, 

glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14, NASB).1 

 

Fascination with the Second Coming . . . 

 Now some people seem to have a fascination with the second coming of Christ, often to an 

unhealthy or even obsessive degree. Others seem to ignore it altogether. 

 There’s a lot of disagreement and different interpretations about what will happen and the 

events that will take place in connection with the return of Christ. The word that theologians use 

to refer to all this is eschatology, which means “the study of last things.”  

Two approaches are grounded in the early church’s understanding of what the New 

Testament teaches. One is amillennialism, which taught that the thousand-year reign of Christ 

was a spiritual rather than a literal earthly reign, and historical premillennialism, which taught 

that there would be a literal earthly thousand-year reign after Christ returns. Both understandings 

emphasize that Christ will come again in power and glory to raise the dead, judge the world in 

righteousness, and create new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 

Two other views arose and became popular during the 1800s.  
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The various widespread revivals of the18th and 19th centuries kindled the hope that the 

gospel would continue to spread and transform society, so that the kingdom of Christ would 

come in its fullness within time, and that after this, Jesus would return in power and glory. This 

view was called postmillennialism, the idea that Christ would come after His millennial reign on 

earth. Two world wars and the Great Depression in the 20th century pretty much eliminated this 

view, except for among a few stalwart holdouts. 

 In the 1820s, J. N. Darby, who left the Church of Ireland and eventually started the Plymouth 

Brethren, in consultation with several colleagues, developed and systematized the approach 

known as dispensational premillennialism. This view taught that God dealt with humanity in 

different ways in different eras, that Israel and the church were separate entities as the people of 

God, and that God would accomplish His ultimate purpose through Israel rather than the church. 

It taught that the church would be “raptured” from the world before “the great tribulation,” that 

during the tribulation Israel would turn to God, and that when Christ would return He would 

establish a literal thousand-year kingdom in Jerusalem, with all the promises of the Old 

Testament fulfilled to Israel in a very literal way. There were many other details as well, too 

numerous to get into here. This view was popularized in Great Britain and the United States in 

the late 1800s and the 1900s through Bible prophecy conferences and the Scofield Reference 

Bible. This view has developed some variations in the late 20th and early 21st centuries, 

particularly in the timing of “the Rapture.” Over the past several decades, it has gained 

popularity through books like Hal Lindsey’s The Late, Great Planet Earth, published in 1970, 

and Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins’ Left Behind series of novels and movies. Works like these 

carried the considerable speculations of dispensational premillennialism to the extreme. And 

many people, fascinated with the end-times, wanting to know how things were going to happen, 

gladly consumed these products, often not realizing that these ideas only developed over the past 

two centuries. 

 In one church I served, a family joined, coming from another church in the area. He was a 

plumber and electrician, and one day while he was doing some work at our house, he shared with 

me how one thing he really liked about his former church was that the pastor preached a lot on 

Bible prophecy, meaning of course, this kind of approach to talking about the future and how 

everything was going to happen in the end times. It wasn’t long before they went somewhere 

else—I guess because I didn’t preach about “Bible prophecy,” even though I preached from the 

Prophets in the Bible a lot!  

 Some don’t just want to know what will happen; they want to know when. And there have 

been many who’ve tried to tell them. 

Nine years ago, a radio preacher named Harold Camping, for the twelfth time or so since 

1978, predicted that the end would take place on May 21, 2011. Many of his followers sold their 

possessions or cashed out their savings to get the message out through billboards, some even 

traveling to other cities in vehicles with the message emblazoned on the sides. After May 21, 

Camping sent out a message saying that spiritual judgment had begun on May 21, and the end 

would definitely come on October 21. And now here we are in 2020!2 
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What did Jesus say? 

So how do we sort it all out? Maybe we should ask, What did Jesus say about it? 

That is, after all, what He was talking about here in our text in Mark 13. He and His disciples 

had been in the temple courts. After His royal entry into Jerusalem in chapter 12, He had been 

conversing with the chief priests, the elders, and the teachers of the law, most of whom would 

have been either Sadducees (the priests) or Pharisees (the teachers of the law). Then He went to 

the temple with His disciples, and was teaching the people.  

As they were leaving the temple, one of the disciples said to Jesus, “Look, Teacher! What 

massive stones! What magnificent buildings!” (13:1). 

Jesus’ reply must have shocked them. “Do you see all these great buildings? Not one stone 

here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down” (13:2). 

Later on Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple—in other words, 

you could see the temple from there. Peter, James, John, and Andrew came to Him privately, 

wanting to know when these things were going to happen, and what would be the sign that they 

were about to be fulfilled (13:3-4). They were a lot like so many folks today! 

Jesus told them that there would be many who would come claiming to be the Messiah. That 

happened more than once in the ancient world—such as Simon bar Kokhba, who many Jews 

regarded as Messiah as he led a revolt against Rome in the second century (13:5-6).  

It’s happened since then, too, even in our time. On March 23, 2004 in Washington, DC, 

numerous members of the United States House and Senate were present at what was billed as a 

“peace awards banquet.” During the banquet, there was a ceremony in which Rev. Sun Myung 

Moon, the Korean founder and leader of the Unification Church, appeared in a red velvet robe 

and white silk stole with his wife. Ornamental golden crowns were placed on their heads. 

According to the New York Times’ summary of Moon’s speech, he declared:  
 

“Emperors, kings and presidents had declared to all heaven and 

earth that Reverend Sun Myung Moon is none other than 

humanity’s Savior, Messiah, Returning Lord and True Parent.”3 
 

That’s right. It really happened, just 16 years ago. 

Jesus went on to warn them that there would be wars and natural disasters, but that these 

would not yet be the end, but rather just the beginning of the birth pangs of the end of this age 

and the beginning of the new messianic age God would bring (13:7-8). 

 Jesus warned that as His followers preached the gospel to all nations, they would be 

persecuted, even delivered up to death by family members (13:9-13). He warned about the awful 

tribulation of the destruction of Jerusalem that did indeed take place in AD 70 as the Roman 

general Titus and his army overthrew Jerusalem and desecrated and destroyed the temple. But 

He said that all this would take place before the end (13:14-23). 

 Using apocalyptic language in verses 24-27, Jesus declared that after that distress (literally, 

“tribulation”), there would be catastrophe and chaos, shaking even “the powers in the heavens” 

(NRSV). These apocalyptic images convey a different dimension of reality. They’re not a literal 
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representation; but they are real and true representations. After all, does something have to be 

true in a literal sense in order to be true? In this sense, apocalyptic is a lot more like poetry than a 

technical instruction manual, more like portraits than photographs, capturing the character and 

essence of the subject rather than the literal details. 

 Jesus’ point is that people would “see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power 

and glory,” and that He would gather His elect from everywhere to be with Him (13:26-27). 

What Jesus says throughout this passage echoes and alludes to many Old Testament passages, 

especially in Isaiah and Daniel. 

 He began to bring it all to a close in verses 28-31 with a picture from everyday life—the 

budding of the fig tree. He said that just as you know that summer is near when the fig tree starts 

putting on its leaves, when you see these things He has talked about happening, you know that it 

(the end) is near. Or it could be translated that “He is near, right at the door” (13:29, NASB2020). 

And whatever Jesus meant by “this generation” not passing away until all these things have 

happened, He assured them that His word would never pass away, even though this generation 

and even heaven and earth would! 

 Then Jesus declared, “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” (13:32). You’d think that would say something to the 

Harold Campings of the world.  

 So what does Jesus tell His followers to do?  

 “Be alert! You don’t know when it will be! It’s like a man going away and leaving his 

servants in charge of his house, each with their assigned tasks, telling the one at the door to 

keep watch. So keep watch, even all through the night. You don’t know when the owner is 

coming back. So if he comes suddenly, let him find you doing your task, not sleeping!” 

(13:35-37, paraphrased). 

  

 It’s just that simple. Rather than trying to figure out when He will come, be ready! Be doing 

the task He has assigned to you! Be awake! Be watching! Be ready! 

 To put it another way, rather than worrying about when Jesus will return, be ready by being 

obedient to Him! Or in His words, “What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” (13:37). 

Are you ready? 

 
MEG 
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