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INTRODUCTION 

 “There is the king!” Yell that comment in most places and there will be a lot of 

inquiry. The thought of royalty is infectious worldwide. Media coverage of the royal 

family is extreme by any estimation. Music stars who are well loved often get titles of 

royalty. Everyone knows the identity of the king of Rock and Roll. He has been dead for 

decades but he continues to be highly regarded. Jesus appeared to the original disciples in 

his resurrection body for forty days. During that time, Luke stated that Jesus was 

“speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God,” (Acts 1:3).1  The kingdom of 

God referred to the rule and reign of God throughout all time. Jesus taught on the 

kingdom of God a lot in his earthly ministry.  

A survey of Jesus’s teaching in Matthew alone reveals the profundity in Jesus’s 

kingdom teaching. Jesus taught the disciples to pray kingdom prayers (6:10). The 

kingdom of God must be first place in everyone’s life (6:33). God’s kingdom was to be 

supreme in all of life’s considerations (6:13). His kingdom brought good news (4:23). His 

kingdom is exclusive because not everyone who said they were members really belonged 

(7:21). Jesus taught that rich people have a hard time entering his kingdom (19:23-4). 

Childlikeness was crucial for anyone who desired membership in his kingdom (18:1-4). 

                                                           

1. Unless otherwise noted all scripture will be taken form the New American 

Standard Version of the Bible. 
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In addition to the above, Matthew is full of parables and other teaching about the 

kingdom. Considering the abundance of Kingdom teaching the disciples experienced 

before Jesus’s death, why did Jesus spend so much time teaching them about the 

kingdom after his resurrection?  

 First, Jesus spent much of his post resurrection time on earth teaching the 

disciples about the kingdom because they had grossly misunderstood his previous 

teaching. Luke stated that the disciples asked Jesus “Lord, is it at this time you are 

restoring the kingdom to Israel,” (Acts 1:6)?  The early disciples were asking about the 

kingdom of Israel when Jesus was concerned about the kingdom of God. The kingdom of 

Israel was their personal interest. Richard N. Longenecker explained:  

The question the disciples asked reflects the embers of a once blazing hope for a 

political theocracy in which they would be leaders (cf. Mark 9:33-4; 10:35-41; 

Luke 22:24). Now the embers are fanned by Jesus’ [sic] talk of the coming Holy 

Spirit. In Jewish expectations, the restoration of Israel’s fortunes would be 

marked by the revived activity of the Holy Spirit, which had been withheld since 

the last of the prophets. But though his words about the Spirit’s coming rekindled 

in the disciples their old nationalistic hopes, Jesus had something different in 

mind.”2 

 

Jesus spent his time correcting the disciples about their kingdom miscalculations.  

When a person enters the kingdom of God they must put aside their kingdom 

ideas and allow Jesus to be King. Jesus answered the disciples question by reminding 

them that only the Father knew the timetable of future kingdom events (Acts 1:7). Their 

emphasis needed to be walking in the power of the Holy Spirit and winning the world to 

him (Acts 1:8).  

                                                           

2. Richard N. Longnecker, John and Acts, vol. 9 in The Expositor’s Bible 

Commentary, Frank E. Gaebelein, editor, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1984), 256. 
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 Second, the resurrected Christ taught the disciples about the kingdom because a 

proper kingdom understanding is necessary to live the life of a believer. In salvation we 

surrender our will to the will of God. Our prayer life, our church life, and all of life is 

wrapped up in the consuming truth that mankind was created in the garden, and then 

recreated in Christ, in order to live a life fulfilling God’s will and not our own (Gen. 

Rom. 12:1-2). Jesus is our Lord and King and we follow him exclusively! True disciples 

pray after the example of Jesus not my will but yours be done (Matt. 26:42). 

 Thankfully, the early disciples eventually discovered kingdom truth and lived by 

them. We are here today because these early believers learned and lived kingdom truth. 

The goal of this paper is to highlight for the reader what the scripture teaches about the 

kingdom and how to apply kingdom principles for daily life. To accomplish the goal, 

Acts one, as it pertained to the kingdom of God, will be discussed in harmony with other 

scriptures that dealt with the kingdom. Sources outside scripture will also be utilized. The 

kingdom will be examined from the aspects of permanence, personal, and prophetic.  

 

THE PERMANENT ASPECT OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

 

 When Jesus taught on the kingdom of God he was not inventing a new reality. 

The kingdom of God has existed throughout eternity. God reigns everywhere and at all 

times because he is God. Early in Exodus the kingship of God is declared (Ex. 15:18). 

Daniel declared that God was king of all the peoples of the earth (Dan. 4:34). The 

Psalmist said, “For the Lord Most High is to be feared, a great King over all the earth,” 
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(Ps. 47:2). Carl Henry summarized the bible as teaching that “God’s conscious will rule 

and overrule all existence is a theme that pervades the Scriptures.”3  

The New Testament taught that Jesus, by virtue of being coequal to the Father, 

was also King (Col. 1:15; 19). There was and is no place or time where Jesus does not 

rule because he was and is God. Jesus did veil his Godhead through much of his earthly 

life. His kenosis, or self-empting, did not imply that he was not God, but that he often 

chose not to exercise his divine prerogatives (Phil. 2:1-9). He made of himself “no 

reputation,” because he was on earth to fulfill the mission of going to the cross (Phil 2:8).  

Jesus presented himself as king throughout his earthly ministry. Jesus key 

message was to repent because the “kingdom of heaven is at hand,” (Matt. 4:17). The 

kingdom was at hand because the King was present telling people how to enter his 

kingdom. Repenting involved turning from your own way and surrendering to God’s 

way. The word kingdom is used less in Acts than in the Gospels; however, it is still a 

dominate theme in Acts. John B. Polhill stated that Acts “begins (1:3) and ends on that 

theme (28:31).”4 Latter in the New Testament, Jesus was affirmed as King. Revelation 

15:3 stated that Jesus was “King of the ages.” Carl Henry stated that First Timothy 

presented Jesus as “the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God,” and as the “only 

Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords,” (1:17; 6:15).5 Jesus knew the disciples 

                                                           

3. Carl F. H. Henry, “Reflections on the Kingdom of God,” Journal of the 

Evangelical Theological Society 35, no. 1 (March 1992), 39.  
 

4. John B. Polhill, Acts, vol. 26 in The New American Commentary, David S. 

Dockery, editor, (Nashville, TN: Broadman, 1992), 82. 

 

5. Henry, 39. 
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needed to understand the permanent aspect of his kingdom and also the personal aspect of 

his kingdom.  

 

THE PERSONAL ASPECT OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

 

 Knowing there is a Sovereign God who is King is needed. However, knowing this 

truth alone does not accomplish true kingdom living. The disciples needed to turn away 

from their own personal vision of what the kingdom was and yield to God’s leadership 

(Matt. 4:17). It is one thing to know Jesus is king, it is another thing to know that he is 

your king. Who are you living for? Who do you look to as the primary guide in your life? 

Who do you obey daily (Rom. 6:12-6)? 

The world around the original disciples, like the world today, will not follow the 

Kingdom of God (John 14:17; 15:18; 2 Cor. 4:4). Those who reject God’s rule are among 

the majority of the world’s population who are headed to hell (Matt. 7:13). Those who 

have personally surrendered to Jesus’s kingdom are among the small minority who will 

experience Jesus’s eternal kingdom (Matt. 7:14). A personal decision to go against the 

majority and follow Jesus as king will cost tremendously in this life (John 15:18-20). 

However, a full surrender to King Jesus is the only path to true salvation and discipleship. 

There are no junior membership positions in God’s kingdom. You either yield to the 

King in total, or face the reality of self-deception (Matt. 7:21; James 1:22). Jesus knew 

the disciples needed to understand the permanent and personal aspects of his kingdom 

and also the prophetic aspect of his kingdom.  
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THE PROPHETIC ASPECT OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

 Luke recorded that an angel informed the disciples that the Jesus they watched 

depart earth was coming again (Acts 1:11).  The King will one day return to earth. 

Currently, the kingdom of God exists in the heart of every true believer. Jesus said the 

“kingdom of God is within you,” (Luke 17:21). But when Jesus returns in the future he 

will hold all people accountable for their life (Matt. 16:27). In his first coming to earth, 

Jesus came as the Lamb of God coming to give his life for sinners (John 1:29).  In his 

second coming, Jesus will come as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah taking his rightful place 

as King (Rev. 11:15-9). Preparing for the prophetic coming of the kingdom of God is 

paramount for every person. How does a person prepare the King’s return? 

 A full surrender is necessary to be prepared for Jesus’s return. Subjects of the 

king live in obedience to the King’s word. Jesus taught that just as seed is only successful 

if the ground is receptive, so a person’s heart must be fertile to embrace the word and be 

saved (Luke 8:4-15). James echoed Jesus’s teaching reminding readers that they must “in 

humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls,” (1:21). The 

opposite of surrender is hoarding. Jesus taught that if you hoard your life for yourself you 

“will lose it,” in the end (Luke 9:24). Give your life in service to the King and he will 

reward you “a hundred times” more in the age to come (Mark 10:28-31).  

 Living a life of spiritual discipleship prepares us for the King’s return.  We must 

discipline ourselves “for the purpose of godliness,” (1 Tim. 4:7). The implication is that 

we daily present ourselves to the King for his purposes (Matt. 6:10). His will has now 

overtaken our will in life (Eph. 5:17). Like John the Baptist we say “He must increase, 
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but I must decrease,” (John 3:30). Or, as our Lord himself prayed in surrender to his 

Father, “yet not as I will, but as You will,” (Matt. 26:39).   

 Living a life of perseverance prepares us for his coming. Satan attempts to steal 

the message of the kingdom from our heart (Matt. 13:19). Scoffers in the world try to 

convince us to live for the moment because they say his coming is fictitious (2 Pet. 3:3-

4). Sometimes our heart even misleads us (1 John 3:20). Through all the noise, internal 

and external, true believers persevere in their living to be ready to meet him (Phil. 3:7-9).  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

 Jesus spent a lot of time teaching the disciples about his kingdom in the 40 days 

after his resurrection. He did this because the disciples were wrong about the nature of his 

kingdom. They were allowing their personal agendas to pollute the purposes of God. 

Scripture teaches that there is a permanent, personal, and prophetic aspect to the kingdom 

of God. When Jesus returns to earth even unbelievers will be forced to acknowledge his 

kingdom rule (Phil. 2:9-11). Because they rejected Jesus’s kingdom they will be expelled 

from it for eternity (Matt. 13:40-42). Among true believers there will be two reactions 

when the King meets them. Those who have faithfully walked with him will experience 

immeasurable fulfillment (1 John 2:28A). Those who believed but were sidetracked by 

the glitter of the world will be embarrassed (1 John 2:28B). Walk in harmony with the 

king and you will one day hear well done good and faithful servant (Matt. 25:23). What 

an exciting day that will be!   


