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Peter Reinke
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Maryanne Byrus
Superintendent
Wesleyan Pre-School
Tracy Truncale
Director
Parkinson’s Therapy
Center
Brianne Mathews
Director

“Let’s Be Grateful”
Grace and Peace!
I’m Rev. Lynda J. Bates-Stepe and I’ve been appointed by Bishop Bickerton to serve with
you at Smithtown UMC as Interim Pastor until December 31, 2018. I’m pleased to be here
but saddened by the reason why you needed an interim pastor. Rev. Paynter was a good
colleague and friend and her death came so suddenly it was shocking. But she was a
person of strong faith and I am grateful to follow in her path. In that spirit of gratitude and
given that we are coming up on the season of Thanksgiving, I thought I would introduce
myself to you by sharing some of the things for which I’m grateful.
I’m grateful for my family which includes my husband Atis Stepe and my young adult
stepdaughter, Deanna.
Family also includes two dogs named David and JP and a turtle named Buddy.
I’m thankful for over 30 years serving God as a United Methodist clergywomen
including three churches on Long Island: Commack, East Meadow, and Setauket.
I’m grateful for a lovely little home in Islip.
For my calling to ministry which I experienced back in the 1980s after a wonderful
education at Gettysburg College and then my theological studies at Yale Divinity
School.
I’m grateful for my home church of Branford UMC which nurtured my faith and
growing depth of discipleship as a follower of Jesus Christ.
Most of all, I’m grateful for God’s grace that has been part of my life since its
beginning and continues to sustain and empower me even today.
I could go on and on but for now let me just say that I am glad to be among you.
Because I do not have regular office hours you should not hesitate to contact me
when you need to at my email address RevLJB@gmail.com or call me at 631-8046973. I look forward to “building community on faith in Christ” with you over the
next few months.
Peace,
~Rev. Lynda
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Stewardship Moment
By: Diane Wallace, Stewardship Chair
As a church we have been thru a lot in the last few years. But our faith is strong. We
are based on strong principles that sustains us. The support and comfort we feel at SUMC is
strong. Did you attend the Service for Pastor Paynter? The church was filled to capacity full of
song, music, and dancing. That is United Methodist at work. Giving, caring, even in death
transforming lives.
We have a new pastor who will lead us forward, your support of time, talent, and tithes
is as important as ever. The love experienced here cannot be felt by watching a TV sermon, or
dinner with friends. Surrounded by love and caring supportive people of all diversities, living
the faith day to day. That is the SUMC way, grounded in faith passing the peace praying for
each other. As United Methodist why do we give?
WE GIVE TO MINISTER IN JESUS’ NAME
Together, United Methodists do remarkable ministry around the world. We care for
survivors recovering from earthquakes and storms; we invest, long term, in vulnerable
communities; we implement the most effective solutions to diseases like malaria; we equip the
next generation to lead the church and society. In all of this, we share the good news of Jesus
Christ.
We work at the local food pantry, find joy and new friends working together at the
annual fair while bringing faith and joy to the community. We help at the Parkinson center,
volunteer to assist with the service, answer the phone, count the offering, sing, play an
instrument and many other important jobs learning and enriching our lives doing things not for
praise but because we care. All in the name of Jesus Christ our rock and our savior.
“I love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, my God,
my rock in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.”
Psalm 18:1-2
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“28th Annual Country Fair Report”
Blessed by sunny skies and perfect fall weather, Saturday September 29 was a
celebration of fun and fellowship within our congregation and with the surrounding community.
For shoppers, almost 40 vendors and our own expanded thrift shop, used books and the
―Marketplace‖ offered a wide variety of wares and services. Savory soups and burgers and
hotdogs along with delicious home baked goods satisfied every appetite. Fairgoers were
entertained by a karate demonstration by Marilyn Fierro and her students and music by The
Disciples and Rock-n-Roll U. In between acts, the crowd was treated to an impromptu line
dance! Children enjoyed games, sand art and face painting.
All of this fun would not have been possible without the leadership of John Lauro,
Sam Newman and their team of organizers. Thank you to all who baked, cooked, handled
permits, utilities, vendors and advertising, solicited donations, set up, cleaned up, ran or
helped with a booth, performed, directed traffic and shopped. Special thanks to all the
wonderful local restaurants and businesses who very generously donated food, goods and gift
certificates. Thank you also to the scouts and parents of Troop 565 for their help with Friday
set up and Saturday set up and clean up. We are also grateful to Big Brother/Big Sisters LI
for sending a truck at the end of the fair to take away unsold books and thrift shop items.
Nothing went into the dumpster!
This year, as designated recipient of 10% of the Fair Proceeds, Almost Home Animal
Rescue and Adoption, Inc. sent representatives with a few dogs and made a short
presentation about their mission. The mission of Almost Home is to: Re-home unwanted and
displaced dogs and cats into responsible, loving homes; Prevent unwanted births through lowcost spay and neuter; Prevent dogs and cats from being surrendered to animal shelters by
their families due to the lack of support and/or resources; Provide humane education for
children to help them become more humane adults. As of the time of this writing, the net profit
from our 2018 Country Fair is slightly over $8000. When all accounting is completed, SUMC
will be sending Almost Home a check for at least $800 to help them in their valuable mission.

Wesleyan School
Written by: Tracy Truncale, Director
In November, Wesleyan will be getting ready for Thanksgiving. The three year
old classes will be baking corn muffins and the four year olds will be baking pumpkin
cookies. Our four year old classes will also be hosting a Pow Wow for the parents. It is
fun to share the celebration with our families and the children love to dress up in shirts
and necklaces. We would like to wish all of the families a very Happy Thanksgiving
season.
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Miriam Elliott was visited by Jim Hunter and friends in celebration of her 101st
birthday. Jim presented her with a happy birthday poster signed by the
congregation. She is pictured here enjoying birthday cake!
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“Thanksgiving Remembrance”
My paternal grandmother lived with us. She would sit in the porch swing and I would
stand behind her and brush her beautiful long gray hair. As I brushed her hair she would tell
me her two favorite stories from the Bible. The only thing better was when she would have me
snuggle up close to her in the swing as she read to me. As a child, I surmised that they were
just good stories but now as a mother and grandmother I realize she had an ulterior motive she was teaching me a most valuable lesson - a lesson about kindness and thankfulness.
She often added to the story of the Good Samaritan, "You never pass someone in
need even if their skin is not the color of yours." And, "You should never pick and choose who
you will be kind to, you just be kind," she would enumerate over and over.
This same instruction came with Manners and Etiquette. "Know what to do and do it.
If you do the same right thing often enough it will become second nature to you." "That way,"
she would instruct, "You will always know what to do and feel confident doing it."
Sounded complicated as a child but as I grew older I realized what I did automatically,
others my age struggled with.
This tutoring soon gave me the understanding that the Kindness lessons and the
Manners lessons were synonymous. They both really were practicing the Golden Rule. Which
is simply put, "Treat others, as you want to be treated and never forget any kindness extended
to you."
I also learned as a child growing up that my mother always had a slip of paper
fastened to the inside of a cabinet door in the kitchen. It was near the sink where mother was
more apt to see it. At the top of the page were written the words, "Lest I forget." There was
never a kindness extended to her or our family that was not found listed on her paper. In
November of each year she would in some way once again let the person or persons involved
know how grateful she was for their kindness. Mother often quoted the reminder to us, "Don't
remember the kindness you do for another, but never forget kindness done for you."
I am reminded even more of the lessons learned as a child and even some days I find
myself missing that spot on grandma's lap and the peace that came with her loving arms
around me.
May we each give thanks and remember all kindness given to us.
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November Scripture Readings
SCRIPTURES 11/4/18: ALL SAINTS—Isa. 25:6-9; Ps. 24 (UMH755); Rev. 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44
Ruth 1:1-18; Ps. 146 (UMH 858); Heb. 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34
SCRIPTURES 11/11/18: Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17; Ps. 127 or Ps. 42 (UMH 777); Heb. 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44
SCRIPTURES 11/18/18: 1 Sam. 1:4-20; 1 Sam. 2:1-10 or Ps. 113 (UMH 834); Heb. 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25;
Mark 13:1-8
SCRIPTURES 11/25/18: 2 Sam. 23:1-7; Ps. 132:1-12 (UMH 849); Rev. 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37

Baptized in the Lord
Penelope Quinn Young — 10/21/18

Michelle Reinke
Steve Fruchter
Maryanne Byrus

November 2
November 11
November 13

Lynn Hildenbrand
Alexandra Van Tuyl

Lorraine & Ken Moncayo ~ November 8
Denise & Peter Reinke ~ November 24
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY is November 4th. We will remember those loved ones - church member
or not - who left us this past year or years past. You may make a donation to the church in your
loved one’s memory. Please contact the office no later than Friday, 11/2 to add a name to our list.

CHARGE CONFERENCE: Our church charge conference is scheduled for Monday, November
19th at 7pm. Reports are needed from the various committees and must be submitted to our Admin.
Diana Alvarez asap.

THANKSGIVING DINNER: Once again we would like to provide Thanksgiving dinner to some of the families at
the women's shelters in Suffolk County. We need people to buy the food, put it in a shopping bag and bring it
to the church by November 19. Help us by "adopting" a family. Please contact Gloria Valletutti for details. 631
-246-5974. Gloria will be available after church on Sundays.

Special November Happenings

THE

All Saints Day

November 1st

All Saints Sunday

November 4th

Veterans Day

November 11th

Homecoming

November 18th

Wesleyan Thanksgiving

November 19th

Thanksgiving Day

November 22nd
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Prayer List
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
OUR SHUT-INS: Miriam Elliott, Bonnie Baier, Bill Baier, Lillian Bowman, Marion Bontempi, Mary
Machecek
HEALING FOR: Donna Paul, Diane Wallace, Miriam Elliott, George Serchak, Nicole DiGraziano, Fred
Folik, Cathy Van Tuyl
FAITH & COMFORT FOR: Family of Sherry Schmidt, Family of Richard Heger, Family of Wilt
Hildenbrand, Family of Ruth Schwartz, Family of Pastor Carole Paynter

Thank you to our October Worship Volunteers!
Preachers: Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe
Organist: Bowei Chen
Altar Guild Reps.: Diane Patac, Charlene Perdie, Jane Neithardt
Head Ushers: Ted Bruss, Jim Hunter
Communion Stewards: John Downs, Sam Newman
Scripture Readers: Bill Alemaghides, Stacia Small, Mike Mainiero, Clem Westney
Greeters: Virigina Ference, Beverly Lightbourne, Charlene Perdie, Janis Christ, Denise & Peter Reinke,
Peter, Kurt & Cameron Bruss
Counters: John Downs, Mike Mainiero, Mae & Ted Bruss, Jim Hunter, John Lauro, Kathy Small-Mazzara,
Maribeth Siskind
Coffee Time: UMW, UMM, SPR Committee, Trustees
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SMITHTOWN KARATE ACADEMY: opened in 1978 and is pleased to be teaching at SUMC on Monday
& Wednesday evenings from 6-9pm. New Students are welcome, discount for church members.
For more information, please call Marilyn at (631) 265-9062.
MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
THE ACT 11 THRIFT SHOP: The Shop has resumed it’s usual schedule and will be open every
Wednesday and Saturday from 10am –1pm. Donations are accepted during store hours.
ANGEL’S HAVEN ORPHANAGE: Your loose change makes a difference! Our most recent collection of
loose change totaled $193.54 which has been sent to the Angel’s Haven Orphanage mission in Thailand.
Our collection jar is located in our Narthex so please remember to bring in your spare change regularly. If
no change is handy paper money will help.
THE SMITHTOWN PARKINSON THERAPY CENTER: The Smithtown Parkinson Therapy Center is a
mission of the Smithtown United Methodist Church helping those suffering from this condition to live their
best life. Volunteers are welcome. If you know of anyone who would like to come to the center, please
have them contact (631) 265-6621 for more information.
WESLEYAN SCHOOL: For registration forms or more information, call the School Office at (631) 2652625. Visit our website at http://wesleyan-preschool.org/. For current happenings and pictures and check
out our Facebook page.
ELECTRONIC GIVING: You may give your tithe and offerings regularly through Electronic Fund
Transfers through your bank. Authorization forms are located outside the church office, or call the office
and one will be sent to you. Another way to donate is through our website; click on ―Donate Online‖
under "Contact Us" and it will take you directly to a payment screen. God bless your giving.
BUY-A-BRICK CAMPAIGN: What a wonderful way to remember or honor a loved one. Application
forms are available in the Narthex.

Thanks to our Advertiser who
helps support our newsletter.

The

Branch

FUNERAL HOME
Funerals & Cremation
Owned and Operated by The Vigliante Family

631.724.9500
www.branchfh.com
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