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“Let’s Celebrate Moms”
Life brings changes, good and bad, but thankfully Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today and forever. (Heb 13:8). May is here again and we are eagerly awaiting the
flowers blooming and beautifying our environment. May 2018 holds many wonderful
remembrances and celebrations for us. May 13th, we celebrate mothers in our lives, biological
and those who aren’t blood but have mothered us through the years. A proverb attributed to the
Jewish tradition, says ―God couldn’t be everywhere, so he created mothers.‖ A good and loving
mother is certainly as close to living with God here on earth as we might get. And Mom should
be cherished. The famous comedian Don Rickles, was celebrated in 2017 before he died, for 60
years in show business. At the celebration, he thanked everyone profusely for their kindness,
and also remarked ―I only wish my dear sweet mother was here to see this. She believed in me
so much and was always trying to get people to hire me at the start. She was my biggest fan!‖
Here he was, over 90 years old and paying tribute to his mother’s love. I hope many can take
the time out everyday to show love for this special one in our lives.
Even as we celebrate mothers, we acknowledge that it can be a painful day for some
women who may have dealt with infertility or loss of a child, or just a difficult situation with their
moms. We offer prayers that this day may not be too sad for those dealing with sadness and
that God grant them comfort.
In May, we also remember the conversion experience of John Wesley, the founder of
Methodism. On May 24, 1789, at a church in Aldersgate London, he experienced God moving in
his heart, and truly believed that God loved him. This fire for God burned in John Wesley and he
preached the gospel throughout England and into the early new world of America. We
remember and thank God for his ministry this month and always.
Finally friends, – do you have questions for me about faith or our denomination or
otherwise? I love to get your emails and share a word with you! Email me anytime at
revcap01@outlook.com or call 516-427-9331 and I’ll do my best to answer you.
Peace on the journey,
Pastor Carole
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Stewardship Moment
By: Diane Wallace, Stewardship Chair
We hold these truths to be self-evident…..
That all people are created in the image of a loving, giving, and generous God. We believe real life,
true liberty, and eternal joy are only realized when we live our lives in abundant generosity and
sacrificial love.
Each day give witness to how you have been blessed. Are you filled with gratitude? STOP
and Reflect.
I just came back from a 3 day ―Women in the Military‖ religious retreat at Christ the King
church in Greenwich NY. I received an e-mail from a women’s organization inviting me. I deleted it
thinking it wasn’t for me. Then I got a call from a former Army colleague. She stated she was going
and would like me there, so of course, I couldn’t say no. I put up barriers again, stating I didn’t want
to drive 6 hours alone, so I called the church and asked if my husband could come. They said yes
but he couldn’t participate. So finally I gave in and told them I would come. Up until the time I left I
thought I would call and cancel. God was pushing me; did I see the big picture? Was I going to be
there for someone else? Or was it for me?
We were welcomed with open arms, you could feel the love from the moment you checked
in, and they called you by your name. Strangers slowly giving of themselves so we could heal.
Generosity and sacrificial love were abundant. Three days of prayer, hands on caring and giving, all
culminating in a Christian service. As we walked in, the community was there to greet us. They
stood and clapped, the color guard arrived, and then the church nursery school sang ―It’s a Grand
Old Flag‖ then ―Jesus loves me.‖ They handed us handmade cards thanking us for our service.
The female pastor that spoke was a former Marine. She was wrapped in a quilt from the
group ―The Quilt of Valor Foundation,‖ boy was she surprised! Next came testimonies. We were
caught unaware but I again was asked by God to get up and speak. I don’t know what I said but you
know me, I sure can shake!
Are you grounded in Gratitude, grounded in Prayer, and Live in Faith? Be a witness and
share how your life has been changed by the church.
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A Message from our Bishop:
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“My Mission Journey”
Submitted by: Nicole Mazzara
My mission journey began back in 2007, when I was just 12 years old. My Mom,
Kathy Small-Mazzara, brought me to Siquirress, Costa Rica as part of the Smithtown
United Methodist Mission trip led by Pastor Albert Hahn. This experience sparked my
strong love for UMVIM trips, and learning about the Latin American region. I still hold this
experience extremely close to my heart, and it continues to positively influence my life
today.
I went on to participate on 3 more UMVIM trips to Siquirress, Costa Rica.
Afterwards, I spent a college semester studying abroad in San Jose, Costa Rica. During
this semester I was incredibly blessed to return to Siquirress to reconnect with many of the
people that I built everlasting friendships with on my previous UMVIM trips.
This February I had the incredible opportunity to continue on my mission journey by
chaperoning the 2018 Youth Ambassadors in Mission (YAM) trip to Haiti. The YAM ministry
is a vital part of the New York Annual Conference, as it aims to grow young Christian
leaders by teaching them how to serve God’s children, no matter where in the world they
live. For many youth, this is their first experience abroad.
Tom & Wendy Vencuss graciously led our team of 11 youth (14-18 years old) and 5
chaperones to the remote mountain village of Furcy, Haiti. This small community is 30 miles
from the capital city of Port-au-Prince, 6,000 miles above sea level, and has no access to
running water or electricity. However, what Furcy may lack in luxuries, it makes up for in
unbelievably beautiful scenery and kind souls.
This energetic team kept busy! During the week we visited homes and classrooms,
attended a local worship, hosted 2 huge community meals, and distributed school supplies
to the Methodist Secondary School. One of the most special moments of the trip was when
we held a game day for the Furcy children. In a big open field we set out every game you
could imagine — soccer, lacrosse, jump ropes, parachutes, coloring books, and cards to
name a few. Both the U.S. youth & Haitian youth had an amazing day playing with each
other, and building strong relationships. I truly believe everyone felt God’s love on the field
that day.
It was truly a blessing to witness the beginning of these young individuals as they
embark on their mission journey. I can’t wait to see where God leads us next.
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“Facts about Long Island -Kinda' makes you proud.”
Submitted by: Diane Wallace, Stewardship Chair
LONG ISLAND, NY, has a population of about 7.7 million in its 118 mile length from New York Harbor to its eastern
terminus on the Atlantic Ocean at Montauk Point. It is about 28 miles in width from Long Island Sound on the north
to the Atlantic Ocean on the south. Its western end includes the New York City boroughs of Queens and Brooklyn.
When Long Island is defined, it generally excludes the Queens and Brooklyn sections of New York City. Long
Island's political divisions consist of Nassau and Suffolk Counties, 11 towns and 109 villages -- all with their own
administrations. The area has had an historical past from the arrival of the first settlers. Here are interesting facts:
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Mastic was the home of William Floyd, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence.
Long Island's Deep Hollow Ranch in Montauk is the site of the oldest cattle ranch in America, built in 1658,
and birthplace of the American cowboy.
The Lighthouse at Montauk became NY's first coastal beacon in 1796.
The first radio transmission, by wireless inventor Guglielmo Marconi, was in 1901 on Fire Island Avenue in
Babylon
In 1927, Charles Lindbergh took off from Roosevelt Field, as he embarked on the first non-stop solo flight
across the Atlantic Ocean.
America's first supermarket, King Kullen, started on Long Island in 1930.
Levittown, the first suburbia in the U.S., was built on Long Island in 1947.
The Lunar Module which landed men on the moon in 1969, was built on Long Island by the Grumman
Corp.
The only working water mill and windmill in the US are located in the Long Island community of Water Mill.
Richard Nixon's deceased dog Checkers is buried at Long Island's Bide-a-Wee Pet Cemetery.
When the Brooklyn Bridge was completed in 1883, it became the first land -transport route between Long
Island and mainland USA. Before that, the only way to travel between the two was by boat.
Long Island was sculpted by melted glaciers, which is why there is a clear difference between the hilly
North Shore and the flat South Shore of Long Island.
Long Island is the most populated island in the United States and the 17th most populated island in the
world. Interesting fact: Long Island is more populated than the entire country of Jamaica and of Ireland!
If Long Island was its own state, it would rank 12th in terms of population.
Robert Moses creation of a cars-only parkway system created the modern suburbs of Long Island and
influenced a generation of engineers, architects and urban planners across the nation
The North Shore is known for its large mansions, exclusive vacationing, and rich history of its affluent
citizens and architecture. The South Shore hosts more entertainment and sports venues together with
Atlantic Ocean beaches such as Jones Beach.
The largest industrial park in the US is located on Long Island - The Hauppauge Industrial Park which
houses 1,300 companies and employs more than 55,000 people.
Together Nassau and Suffolk counties' nearly 180 fire agencies possess more fire trucks than New York
City and Los Angeles County combined.
Suffolk County is the leading agricultural county in New York State based on the wholesale value of its farm
products.
More 7-Eleven coffee is purchased on Long Island than in all of California.
George Washington commissioned the Montauk Lighthouse so that the ships coming in from Europe could
identify the Atlantic Ocean from the Long Island Sound.
Fire Island got its name in the 17th century when it built fires to identify the coastline to the ships in the
ocean.
(cont’d on next page)
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(cont’d from previous page)








After World War II, the Japanese were nationalized and able to fly to just 5 places in the country with
Idlewild Airport (JFK International) being one, which is why Canon, Nikon and Olympus located their
corporate offices there.
The Town of Hempstead with 800,000 residents is the largest township in the country, larger than Boston,
San Francisco and Baltimore.
The Nassau and Suffolk population is greater than 20 of 50 states.
Hicksville was the original home of Fudpucker World Airlines, the worlds’ only steam powered Airline.
Long Island is the largest college "town" in the US with 175,000 students registered in 21 colleges.
Long Island has the highest level of volunteerism in the world.

Wesleyan School
By: Pam Tarry, Director
May is an exciting month at Wesleyan. There are many great activities planned as we wind down our
year. Our school year will be extend until June 15.
Our four-year-olds will be entertaining their mothers at a special tea for Mother’s Day. Each year all
of our students create an individual plate as a gift for their mothers as well. The plates are wrapped and
presented to their mothers’ as a precious keepsake of their nursery school experience.
On May 25th our 4 year-olds will be visiting Sweetbriar Nature Center to learn about our environment
and the 5 senses. All of our classes will be practicing songs and finger plays for our end of the year shows
which will take place in June. Of course, as the nice weather is on its way we hope to spend lots of time on the
playground.
We still have some openings in all of our programs for September. We have 2, 3, and 4 year old
programs, so if you know anyone who is interested in enrolling their child please have them call the school
office at 631-265-2625.

Plant & Bake Sale 2018
Our Annual Mother’s Day Plant and Bake Sale will be held on May 11 & 12, 2018.
Plans are well underway. We encourage all church members, family, and friends to support
this event, an important fundraiser for our church, and an opportunity to purchase lovely plants
as gifts and for your home. Paula Weis is again organizing the bake sale. Please sign up and let her know if
you can bake and help on the sale days.
Help will also be needed for Set-Up after church on Sunday May 6; Plant Delivery at 6:00 PM on
Thursday, May 10; and during the sale days between 7:30 (set-up) and 4:00 PM. Sign-up sheets are in the
Narthex. Please contact Julie Gallo or Carol Claps if you have any questions.

THE

SCROLL-MAY

2018

PAGE

7

LE
A
S
E
K
A
B
PLANT &
MOTHER’S DAY WEEKEND






Beautiful Hanging Baskets
Annuals by the Flat
Geraniums
Begonias
Much, Much More
Delicious Home Baked Goods

9 : 3 0 A M TO 4 : 0
0PM

We are in need of people to
bake and to help on May 11th &
12th. Sign up sheets are available
in the Narthex or you can call
the church office to volunteer.

THE

SCROLL-MAY

2018

D
F R I DAY A N
Y
A
D
R
U
T
A
S
H,
T
2
1
&
H
T
M AY 1 1
2018

Smithtown United Methodist Church
230 Middle Country Road
Smithtown, NY 11787
631-265-6945
www.smithtownumc.org

PAGE

8

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!!
Here is a light hearted presentation of what we all think about our moms, at different points of our lives.
Don't get surprised because we all have the same tendency towards our mothers!
4 Years Of Age - My Mommy can do anything;
8 Years Of Age - My Mom knows a lot! A whole lot
12 Years Of Age -My Mother doesn't really know quite everything.
14 Years Of Age -Naturally, Mother doesn't know that, either
16 Years Of Age -Mother? She's hopelessly old-fashioned
18 Years Of Age -That old woman? She's way out of date
25 Years Of Age -Well, she might know a little bit about it
35 Years Of Age -Before we decide, let's get Mom's opinion
45 Years Of Age -Wonder what Mom would have thought about it
65 Years Of Age -Wish I could talk it over with Mom

A Mother’s Greatest Wish
I want to be locked up
Away from everything,
Free from all the craziness
A mother's day can bring.
No planning, shopping, cooking
Three healthy meals a day,
Served up with love to finicky kids
Who throw most of it away.
No constant interruptions,
Dirty laundry on the floor,
Driving everyone every place,
Sibling rivalry (It’s war!)
No one asking me to do things,
Getting mad if I forget,
Me giving up my very self—
I’m the family marionette.
Prison sometimes looks appealing
(Or maybe the looney bin),
I get free time and three square meals;
With nothing to do, I win!
I want to be locked up
For freedom, time and such,
There’s just one obstacle for me:
I love my kids too much!
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May Scripture Readings
SCRIPTURES 5/6/18: Acts 10:44-48; Ps. 98 (UMH 818); 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17
SCRIPTURES 5/13/18 Ascension Sunday: Acts 1:1-11; Ps. 47 (UMH 781); Eph. 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53.
SCRIPTURES 5/13/18: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Ps. 1 (UMH 738); 1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19
SCRIPTURES 5/20/18: Acts 2:1-21; Ps. 104:24-34, 35b (UMH 826); Rom. 8:22-27; John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15
SCRIPTURES 5/27/18: Isa. 6:1-8; Ps. 29 (UMH 761); Rom. 8:12-17; John 3:1-17

Special Days & Holidays in May
Mother’s Day Plant & Bake Sale

11th & 12th

Mother’s Day Service

13th

Confirmation Sunday

20th

Children’s Sunday

27th

Memorial Day

28th

Jim Hunter
Beth Sloane

May 6
May 10

Danielle Griffing
Carol Bauer

Janet & Paul Paglia ~ May 30
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FOOD PANTRY: May is our month to sign up to serve in the Emergency Food Pantry.
Sign-up sheet will be in the narthex or you can call the office to sign up. Workers are
needed from 9:-12 every weekday.

COUNCIL MEETING: Please note that the next Council Meeting has been scheduled for
Tuesday, May 8th at 7:30pm.

HEALTH KITS: The United Methodist Committee On Relief (UMCOR) is once again asking
all UM Churches to assemble Health Kits to be sent overseas. Please bring in items by
May 19th so that the Confirmation Class can put them together for the Annual Conference.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE WORKSHOP: The LIE District of the NYAC – invites anyone
interested in attending a workshop in preparation for Annual Conference from 3:30 - 5:30 PM.
The event is free and a light meal will be provided. RSVP by May 1st for Hampton Bays to
Nancy Fogg at 631-366-2396, liedistrict@nyac-umc.com
Locations:
Sunday, May 6 @ Hampton Bays UMC (158 W Montauk Hwy, Hampton Bays)

GRADUATIONS: please provide the church office with any names of graduates so that we
can acknowledge their accomplishments in our bulletin and monthly Scroll. Graduates can be
from any grade level (ie. Day Care, Middle School, etc.) Please contact office at 631-2656945 or email at secsmithtownumc@optonline.net.
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY: will be held on May 20th at 10am. Please plan on attending and
supporting our youth as they confirm in Christ.

Pastor Paynter’s office hours are as follows: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
9:30am-1:30pm. Friday is our Pastor’s day off.
Pastor Paynter can be reached at: revcap01@outlook.com or 631-656-0085.
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Prayer List
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
OUR SHUT-INS: Miriam Elliott, Bonnie Baier, Bill Baier,
Lillian Bowman, Marion Bontempi, Mary Machecek
HEALING FOR: Herb Small, Phyllis Heinen, Ken Moncayo, Ken Fachin, Kim Pierce, Rick Young, Loretta
Key, Ginny Ference, Jane Young, Ryan Starace, Max Erbe, Rich Heger, Fermin M. Cosca, Christopher
Brown, Brian Astman, Milton Lawrence, Nancy Brown, June Kesting, Debbie Bauer, Ramon Grande,
Rosemary Rosenthal, Peter McEntee, Kaitlin & Abygayle Family of Gayle Kulick
FAITH & COMFORT FOR: Family of Wilt Hildenbrand, Family of Eileen Krepela, Family of Tim Mazzara,
Family of Betty Cravotta, Family of Colleen DeLise, Family of Paige Keely, Family of Heather Wilson,
Family of Valerie Cotsalas, Family of Bette Adams, Family of Debbie Bauer, Family of Don Weis, Families
of Maria Argeta & Marlene Sorto, Family of Kathleen Fesq

Thank you to our April Worship Volunteers!

Preachers: Rev. Carole Paynter, Sam Newman-CLM, Anne Buckley-Lay Leader
Acolytes: Ushers, Sunday School
Head Ushers: Ted Bruss, Jim Hunter
Scripture Readers: Peter Bruss, Maribeth Siskind, Chris Lauro, Maryanne Byrus, Sunday School
Communion Stewards: Sam Newman, Jane Neithardt
Greeters: Julie Gallo, Maribeth Siskind, Val & Kristen Khan, Cotsalas Family, Linda & John Onken, Debra
Hartnett, Sunday School
Altar Guild Reps.: Diane Patac, Charlene Perdie, Jane Neithardt
Counters: Coffee time: UMW, UMM, SPR Committee, Trustees, Altar Guild/Worship
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SMITHTOWN KARATE ACADEMY: opened in 1978 and is pleased to be teaching at SUMC on Monday &
Wednesday evenings from 6-9pm. New Students are welcome, discount for church members.
For more information, please call Marilyn at (631) 265-9062.

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
THE ACT 11 THRIFT SHOP: The Shop is open every Wednesday and Saturday 10am –1pm. Donations are
accepted during store hours.
ANGEL’S HAVEN ORPHANAGE: Your loose change makes a difference! Our most recent collection of loose
change totaled $201.92 which has been sent to the Angel’s Haven Orphanage mission in Thailand. Our collection
jar is located in our Narthex so please remember to bring in your spare change regularly. If no change is handy
paper money will help.
THE SMITHTOWN PARKINSON THERAPY CENTER: The Smithtown Parkinson Therapy Center is a mission of
the Smithtown United Methodist Church helping those suffering from this condition to live their best life. Volunteers
are welcome. If you know of anyone who would like to come to the center, please have them contact (631) 2656621 for more information.
WESLEYAN SCHOOL: For registration forms or more information, call the School Office at (631) 265-2625. Visit
our website at www.wesley-preschool.org. For current happenings and pictures and check out our facebook page.
ELECTRONIC GIVING: You may give your tithe and offerings regularly through SUMC’s electronic giving
program. Pick up an authorization form from the office, or call the office and we will get a form to you. God bless
your giving.
BUY-A-BRICK CAMPAIGN: What a wonderful way to remember or honor a loved one. Application forms are
available in the Narthex.

Thanks to our Advertiser who
helps support our newsletter.

The

Branch

FUNERAL HOME
Funerals & Cremation
Owned and Operated by The Vigliante Family

631.724.9500
www.branchfh.com
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