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“Faith Makes All Things Possible, Not Easy!”
Consider it pure joy … when you face trials of any kind because the testing
of your faith produces perseverance.” James 1:2-3
Followers of Christ often have differing reputations in different quarters of society. Some
see Christians who are loving and giving to others, as role models to follow. Others see
Christians who are more judgmental and unforgiving than loving to others, as folks to be avoided
at all costs. Many see Christians as just strange folk because so much of what God asks of us is
so strange to society. The bible says, consider it pure joy when you face a trial or challenge in
life….. come again? Very few people see life’s many trials as joys. But for the Christian who
tries to stay in tune with God’s teachings, we have to strive to transform our thinking, with God’s
help, to see that trials in life are a way to strengthen our faith.
Faith is like any muscle in our body; the more we work that muscle the stronger it
becomes. We may lift weights and start at 5 pound free weights and add more weight over time
till we are lifting 100 pounds or more. Likewise our abdominal muscles only become taut and flat
through repeated use of that range of muscle. In the same way, the more we let our faith
respond to and lead us through the trials of life, the easier it becomes to exercise our faith. But
how can I do that pastor? you may ask. There are some simple steps.
First, remember God’s promises of faithfulness to us (ex. All things work together for
good for those whose love the Lord –Romans 8:28 & 29); second, pinpoint a moment in your life
where it seems God stepped into a situation you thought originally hopeless and made it turn out
for your good. And third, stop often to give God thanks for past victories and reaffirm your trust
in God. Strong faith is our tool but it is also our reward and way to true God’s peace. As we use
it, we learn to say “God is good and cares for me, so I will not worry but trust God in all things.”
As summer 2018 is almost with us, it’s a good time to practice growing in faith. It’s never too late
to transform any part of our lives – so let’s strive to become Christians who count it joy instead of
heartache (only) when trials come our way.
Peace on the journey,
Pastor Carole
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Stewardship Moment
By: Diane Wallace, Stewardship Chair
Adventure Awaits!
Summer is just around the corner, are you going to have a family adventure, or a couple’s
retreat? Don’t forget to unplug, to get the most of the season and your time together.
Don’t forget your church family, you can share your stories in the scroll, have your children
write about their adventures for the September issue when they come back to Sunday school.
Stories can make us think, make us laugh, make us remember; they can inspire us to action.
Do you have a story to tell? Well we just came back from Cuba, only there for one day but
what an eye opener, we are truly blessed. They get water about every other day and electricity is on
and off, several times a day! You don’t know what you have until it is gone.
If you haven’t already done so, sign up for electronic giving, while you are away the church
moves forward helping others, telling God’s story and having fellowship each week. Praying for Joys
and Concerns. Last week at church I was saying hi to a new family they asked do we always get up
and pass the blessing? Do we always openly pray for each other? Well you don’t know what you
have until you hear it from a new prospective member!
Don’t forget to pass the peace, and blessings, come to church when you can. Most of all
remember stewardship is year round. You don’t know what you got till it is gone! Adventure Awaits!

Heifer International
Submitted by: Pastor Carole
The Heifer International has expressed their gratitude in the $273.00 contribution that the
students were able to raise. Families in countries where they work like Bangladesh, Guatemala and
Malawi, who once struggled with hunger and poverty, now have the livestock and training they need
to improve their farms. With our commitment and their hard work, they are on their way to building
lives of self-reliance and dignity, uplifting entire communities in the process.
Heifer International truly appreciates the efforts that the students have made to help make a
better world, one family at a time.
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Mother’s Day Plant & Bake Sale Report
By: Carol Claps & Julie Gallo
After a glorious sunny Friday and (for the second year in a row) a rainy Saturday; we are happy to
report that the net profit from this year’s event to date is about $3300, with a few more dollars expected to
come in! New this year was the option to preorder, which seemed to be a successful experiment. We are
so grateful for the help received from so many in the congregation and the community. Once again, the
plant & bake sale was a wonderful time to enjoy a blend of fellowship, stewardship and even a little
evangelism.
It is especially heartwarming to hear the comments from local folk who look forward to our
church’s sale every year. Sincere thanks to all who assisted with advertising, baking, setting up, taking
delivery, making baskets, selling and cleaning up. The honor roll includes: Diana Alvarez, Mae & Ted
Bruss, Maryanne, Andy & Aidan Byrus, Jerry Claps, Larry & Matthew Gallo, Debra Hartnett, Chris & John
Lauro & their friend Frank, Beverly Lightbourne, Linda Onken, Janet, Marissa and Brianna Paglia, Diane
Patac, Denise Reinke, Paula Weis and Scouts of BSA Troop 565.

Finance Committee News
Thanks to all who have been faithfully giving towards their tithes and pledges for the year 2018 and
helping the church meet it’s obligations. As you prepare your travel plans for the summer, please
remember to make arrangements for summer time giving to continue by leaving your offering envelopes
with the office or staying up to date electronically. This helps ensure the church stays as current as
possible this summer.
Be safe as you travel and may God go with you!
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WE WELCOMED OUR COMFIRMANDS INTO
CHRIST ON MAY 20, 2018
Kurt Bruss
Katie Giannetto
Matthew Kunkel
Abby Neithardt
McKenzie Sanderson

We celebrate the members of our Church Family for their achievements:
Hayley Neithardt - daughter of Jane & Eric Neithardt graduated from Kings Park High School and
will be attending SUNY Farmingdale in the Fall.
Danielle Griffing - daughter of Jennifer & Robert Griffing graduated from Smithtown High School
West and will be attending Savannah College of Art and Design in the Fall to study animation.
Congratulations!
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June Scripture Readings
SCRIPTURES 6/3/18: 1 Sam.3:1-20; Ps. 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854); 2 Cor. 4:5-12; Mark 2:23-3:6
SCRIPTURES 6/10/18: 1 Sam. 8:4-20 (11:14-15); Ps. 138 (UMH 853); 2 Cor. 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35
SCRIPTURES 6/17/18: 1 Sam. 15:34-16:13; Ps. 20 or Ps. 72 (UMH 795); 2 Cor. 5:6-10 (11-13) 14-17;
Mark 4:26-34
SCRIPTURES 6/24/18: 1 Sam. 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49; Ps. 9:9-20 (UMH 744); 2 Cor. 6:1-13; Mark
4:35-41

Special Days & Holidays in June
Last Day of Sunday School Celebration

June 3rd

Father’s Day

June 17th

Church BBQ

June 24th

Federal Primary in Suffolk County

June 26th

Susana Nanas
Christian Young
Stephanie Gallo
Joanna Mischo

June 1
June 11
June 13
June 15

Alexandra Moncayo
Eric Neithardt
Peter Bruss
Rosanna Cosca

June 25
June 26
June 27
June 27

Aidan Byrus
Paul Paglia

June 18
June 24

Emily Sloane

June 30

Kristi & Peter Bruss ~ June 13
Eric & Jane Neithardt ~ June 22
Bonnie & Bill Baier ~ June 30
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BILL PAYING SUNDAY – JUNE 10 - 24, 2018: if you would like to help pay a certain church
bill (utilities, copier, office supplies, etc.) the bills will be available for viewing after service on
the above dates. You can pay an entire bill or make a contribution for its payment. Last year
many members stepped up to help in paying summer bills and we are hoping for another
successful effort.
LANDING AVENUE CHURCH OPEN HOUSE: Come sit where our founding fathers sat a 184
years ago in the historic Landing Avenue Church. Enjoy the music of local bluegrass band,
Eastbound Freight on Saturday, June 16, 2018 from 10am to 3pm. For more information call
631-495-6072. Event is hosted by the Landing Ladies Auxiliary.

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT: There will be two days of world-class speakers at the
Global Leadership Summit on Aug. 9-10, 2018 from 9:30-5:30pm at the Shelter Rock
Church in Syosset. Among the speakers will be Denzel Washington and leaders from various
disciplines. Fee for event is $59. Register by June 21st online: www.liedistrict.com or call
Bayport UMC (631) 472-0770.

CHURCH BBQ: has been scheduled for June 24th after service. Please sign up to bring
something to the BBQ, sheet is in the Narthex. Come for worship and stay for food, it will be
a wonderful day for fellowship and fun! Everyone is encouraged to come in casual attire for
church service so you can enjoy and participate in our picnic. Shorts and sneakers are
welcomed.
2018 CHURCH DIRECTORIES: Good news! Our new Lifetouch Mobile Directory is ready!
Our Mobile Directory contains contact information on all our members and is an easy to use
tool to help you stay connected. Be on the lookout for an email from the church with
instructions on how to access the mobile directory thru your computer or smartphone. Also, if
you had your picture taken, see Jim after service for your printed directory.
VACATION BIBLE STUDY: There will not be a Vacation Bible Study class this summer. It will
resume next year.

Pastor Paynter’s office hours are as follows: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
9:30am-1:30pm. Friday is our Pastor’s day off.
Pastor Paynter can be reached at: revcap01@outlook.com or 631-656-0085.
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Come in casual attire for church service so you can enjoy and
participate in our picnic. Shorts and sneakers are welcomed.
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Prayer List
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
OUR SHUT-INS: Miriam Elliott, Bonnie Baier, Bill Baier, Lillian Bowman, Marion Bontempi,
Mary Machecek
HEALING FOR: Ruth Schwartz, Michael Khan, Herb Small, Phyllis Heinen, Ken Moncayo, Ken Fachin,
Kim Peirce, Rick Young, Loretta Key, Ginny Ference, Jane Young, Ryan Starace, Max Erbe, Fermin M.
Cosca, Christopher Brown, Milton Lawrence, Nancy Brown, June Kesting, Debbie Bauer, Ramon Grande,
Rosemary Rosenthal, Peter McEntee, Kaitlin & Abygayle Family of Gayle Kulick
FAITH & COMFORT FOR: Family of Phyllis Heinen, Family of Wilt Hildenbrand, Family of Eileen Krepela,
Family of Tim Mazzara, Family of Betty Cravotta, Family of Colleen DeLise, Family of Paige Keely, Family
of Heather Wilson, Family of Valerie Cotsalas, Family of Bette Adams, Family of Debbie Bauer, Family of
Don Weis, Families of Maria Argeta & Marlene Sorto, Family of Kathleen Fesq

Thank you to our May Worship Volunteers!

Preachers: Rev. Carole Paynter, Min. Sam Newman
Guest Organist: Erica Murase
Soloist: John Ingram
Acolytes: Ushers, Sunday School
Head Ushers: Ted Bruss, Jim Hunter
Scripture Readers: John Downs, Mike Mainiero, Herman Rohan, Hailey Cinquemani, Chris Lauro
Communion Stewards: John Downs, Chris Lauro
Greeters: Kathy Small-Mazzara, Herb & Stacia Small, Viriginia Ference, Beverly Lightbourne, Maribeth
Siskind, Marianne & Matthew Kunkel
Altar Guild Reps.: Diane Patac, Charlene Perdie, Jane Neithardt
Counters: Julie Gallo, Maribeth Siskind, Maryanne & Andy Byrus, Diane & Burt Wallace, Virginia Ference,
Mike Mainiero
Coffee time: UMW, UMM, SPR Committee, Trustees
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SMITHTOWN KARATE ACADEMY: opened in 1978 and is pleased to be teaching at SUMC on Monday
& Wednesday evenings from 6-9pm. New Students are welcome, discount for church members.
For more information, please call Marilyn at (631) 265-9062.
MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
THE ACT 11 THRIFT SHOP: The Shop is open every Wednesday and Saturday 10am –1pm.
Donations are accepted during store hours.
NATIONALS IN MISSION: Your loose change makes a difference! Our most recent collection of loose
change totaled $212.00 which has been sent to the Nationals in Mission in Thailand. Our collection jar is
located in our Narthex so please remember to bring in your spare change regularly. If no change is
handy paper money will help.
THE SMITHTOWN PARKINSON THERAPY CENTER: The Smithtown Parkinson Therapy Center is a
mission of the Smithtown United Methodist Church helping those suffering from this condition to live their
best life. Volunteers are welcome. If you know of anyone who would like to come to the center, please
have them contact (631) 265-6621 for more information.
WESLEYAN SCHOOL: For registration forms or more information, call the School Office at (631) 2652625. Visit our website at http://wesleyan-preschool.org/. For current happenings and pictures and check
out our Facebook page.
ELECTRONIC GIVING: You may give your tithe and offerings regularly through SUMC’s electronic
giving program. Pick up an authorization form from the office, or call the office and we will get a form to
you. God bless your giving.
BUY-A-BRICK CAMPAIGN: What a wonderful way to remember or honor a loved one. Application
forms are available in the Narthex.

Thanks to our Advertiser who
helps support our newsletter.

The

Branch

FUNERAL HOME
Funerals & Cremation
Owned and Operated by The Vigliante Family

631.724.9500
www.branchfh.com
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