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“This is Not my Year for Flowers in My Garden”
To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.
Eccelesiastes 3:1
Many people welcome summer for a lot of reasons, one being a chance to grow beautiful
flowers around the yards & enjoy the beauty of nature. I am definitely one of those who
loves to garden and see my handiwork and God’s handiwork shining together. But not this
year. Oh I’ve purchased some lovely plants but because of my health, tending to them daily
has become a chore not the pleasure it usually is. Some days I water them and I am happy
to see the full bloom of them. In other instances, I may not have the strength or the focus to
give them needed TLC. So they may go some days without water and look beat down. I’m
sorry to say this is just not my year for flowers as I battle my cancer and hope to be cured
soon.
But words like the scripture written above hundreds of years ago by the great King Solomon,
one of Jesus’ ancestors, remind me that there are seasons in life for everything. Joy & pain,
tears & laughter, a time to plant and a time to reap, a time to love and a time to hate, a time
to be well and a time for sickness. In all, we hope in the God who cares for us and keeps us
to bring us through rough patches. I’m looking forward to next year’s garden already.
So summer 2018 is here – a time for leisure and fun and freedom. I pray you enjoy the next
two months in safety and under God’s protection. The Scroll is taking a little 2 month break
but will return in September.
Finally thanks to our office Administrator Diana who keeps things running well there. And
thanks to all the members who have been praying for me at this difficult time. The cards and
flowers folks have sent my way have lifted me up. To those who’ve shopped for me, driven
me to appointments or dropped off meals, YOU ROCK! And truly are living your lives as
God’s servants.
See you on the journey,
Pastor Carole
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Stewardship Moment
By: Diane Wallace, Stewardship Chair
Summertime and the living is easy! Come and Worship!
Have you ever thought what your mission in life is? I guess at any age you think about where you
have been and wonder where you are going? For me the mission has always been clear. Faith,
Family, and Fellowship.
The church’s mission has always been Building Community on Faith in Christ. Yes, we are a
community, each with our own needs. But we have one faith uniting us to trust in the Lord. When we
lose that trust we stumble and become disappointed in ourselves, our lives and others.
I heard this week’s attendance was low due to summer, and many family obligations.
Summer is the perfect time to reestablish your trust and faith and renew your fellowships and family
time together. Never lose sight of where you are grounded and who grounds you. Faith in Jesus
Christ.
Being Thankful for all that God provides.
I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust.” Psalm 91:2.
Summer worship brings visitors and families together. Come and Worship.

With much Gratitude I want to let you all know your prayers worked!
Morning has broken,
like the first morning
Blackbird has spoken,
like the first bird
Praise for the singing,
praise for the morning
Praise for the springing
fresh from the word.
Friday evening I had surgery for possible ovarian cancer they told me right before I was wheeled into
the OR that I might have a colostomy. But I have faith that all would go well, after all you all were
praying for a miracle. By 9pm Friday, I was told I had a large ovarian cyst with attachment to my large
bowel. I know, more info than you need. But this meant no cancer and all would be fine. As the sun
came in my window, all I could think of was this song. I thank God for a new day.
So many have called and e-mailed me, I knew all would be well. Thank you all!
Diane Wallace
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Wesleyan School
By: Pam Tarry, Director

The Wesleyan School is now closed for the summer, however the office remains open throughout the
summer on reduced hours.. If you need to contact the school please leave a message on our answering machine
and your call will be returned.
During the summer all the planning and ordering for the new school year takes place. Class lists are
made, supplies are gathered, and classrooms are cleaned from top to bottom so all will be ready when students
return on September 6 and 7.
There are still limited openings in our 2, 3 and 4 year-old programs for the fall. Registration is continuing
for all of our programs for the fall. We have a few openings in some of our programs. Our mornings are nearly full
so if you know anyone who might be interested in registering, please have them contact the school office for further

All the Difference in The World
Every Sunday morning I take a light jog around a park near my home. There’s a lake located in one
corner of the park. Each time I jog by this lake, I see the same elderly woman sitting at the water’s
edge with a small metal cage sitting beside her.
This past Sunday my curiosity got the best of me, so I stopped jogging and walked over to her. As I got closer, I
realized that the metal cage was in fact a small trap. There were three turtles, unharmed, slowly walking around
the base of the trap. She had a fourth turtle in her lap that she was carefully scrubbing with a spongy brush.
“Hello,” I said. “I see you here every Sunday morning. If you don’t mind my nosiness, I’d love to know what you’re
doing with these turtles.”
She smiled. “I’m cleaning off their shells,” she replied. “Anything on a turtle’s shell, like algae or scum, reduces
the turtle’s ability to absorb heat and impedes its ability to swim. It can also corrode and weaken the shell over
time.”
“Wow! That’s really nice of you!” I exclaimed.
She went on: “I spend a couple of hours each Sunday morning, relaxing by this lake and helping these little guys
out. It’s my own strange way of making a difference.”
“But don’t most freshwater turtles live their whole lives with algae and scum hanging from their shells?” I asked.
“Yep, sadly, they do,” she replied.
I scratched my head. “Well then, don’t you think your time could be better spent? I mean, I think your efforts are
kind and all, but there are fresh water turtles living in lakes all around the world. And 99% of these turtles don’t
have kind people like you to help them clean off their shells. So, no offense… but how exactly are your localized
efforts here truly making a difference?”
The woman giggled aloud. She then looked down at the turtle in her lap, scrubbed off the last piece of algae from
its shell, and said, “Sweetie, if this little guy could talk, he’d tell you I just made all the difference in the world.”
The moral: You can change the world – maybe not all at once, but one person, one animal, and one good deed
at a time. Wake up every morning and pretend like what you do makes a difference. It does.
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Graduation Class of 2018
We celebrate the members of our Church Family for their achievements:
Hayley Neithardt - daughter of Jane & Eric Neithardt graduated from Kings Park High School and
will be attending SUNY Farmingdale in the Fall.
Danielle Griffing - daughter of Jennifer & Robert Griffing graduated from Smithtown High School
West and will be attending Savannah College of Art and Design in the Fall to study animation.
Ethan Benstock - son of Monica & David Benstock graduated from Mt. Pleasant Elementary and
will be attending Middle School in the Fall.
Wesleyan Pre-K Graduates
Congratulations to all!
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July/August Scripture Readings
SCRIPTURES 7/1/18: 2 Sam. 1:1, 17-27; Ps. 130 (UMH 848); 2 Cor. 8:7-15; Mark 5:21-43
SCRIPTURES 7/8/18: 2 Sam. 5:1-5, 9-10; Ps. 48 (UMH 782); 2 Cor. 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13
SCRIPTURES 7/15/18: 2 Sam. 6:1-5, 12b-19; Ps. 24 (UMH 755); Eph. 1:3-14; Mark 6:14-29
SCRIPTURES 7/22/18: 2 Sam. 7:1-4a; Ps. 89:20-37 (UMH 807) Eph. 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
SCRIPTURES 7/29/18: 2 Sam. 11:1-15; Ps. 14 (UMH 746); Eph. 3:14-21; John 6:1-21
SCRIPTURES 8/5/18: 2 Sam. 11:26-12:13a; Ps. 51:1-12 (UMH 785); Eph. 4:1-16; John 6:24-35
SCRIPTURES 8/12/18: 2 Sam. 18:5-9, 15, 31-33; Ps. 130 (UMH 848); Eph. 4:25-5:2; John 6:35, 41-51
SCRIPTURES 8/19/18: 1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14; Ps. 111 (UMH 832); Eph. 5:15-20; John 6:51-58
SCRIPTURES 8/26/18: 1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11) 22-30, 41-43; Ps. 84 (UMH 804); Eph. 6:10-20; John 6:56-69
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Ted Bruss
Matthew Benstock
John Lauro
Stephanie Reinke
Tim Mazzara
Ethan Benstock
Kayleigh Griffing
Stacy Mazzara
Kathy Mazzara
Brianna Paglia

July 4
July 5
July 6
July 6
July 9
July 10
July 11
July 13
July 14
July 15

Sam Newman
Steve Maggio
Peter Reinke
Mary Macheck
Colleen DeLise
Chris Lauro
Cathy Van Tuyl
Eileen Krepela
Matthew Sloane

July 16
July 16
July 16
July 17
July 18
July 23
July 28
July 29
July 30

Joe Brady
Herman Rohan
Gloria Valletutti
Andrew Byrus, Sr.
Derek Esposito
Virginia Ference

August 3
August 5
August 9
August 9
August 11
August 14

Brian Reinke
Lillian Bowman
Lorraine Moncayo
Marilyn Hubmeier
Mariano Cosca
Janet Oehler
Paula Weis

August 18
August 21
August 22
August 25
August 27
August 29
August 29
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Christine & John Lauro ~ July 4
Maryanne & Andy Byrus ~ July 7
Beth & Neal Sloane ~ July 24

Herb &Stasia Small ~ August 5
Monica & David Benstock ~ August 6
Kathy & Tim Mazzara ~ August 6
Ruth Ann and Rich Vogel ~ August 10
Kristen & Val Khan ~ August 16

Special July Happenings
Independence Day
Opera et al

July 4th
July 8th

THE ACT 11 THRIFT SHOP: The Shop will only be open on Wednesday from June 30th thru September 1st at 10am –1pm.
DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSE: SUMC will be sponsoring the National Safety Council’s Six Hour defensive driving course
on Thursday, July 12th & 19th from 7-10pm. Those completing the six-hour course are eligible for a 10% insurance
discount for three years, as well as a reduction of four points from their driving record, if applicable. For reservations call the
Church office at 631-265-6945 between 10am and 2pm on Tuesday-Friday.
UNITED METHODIST MEN’S DAY SERVICE: Preacher Ben Nelson, Past President of the UMM for NYAC, come to support
our men’s fellowship and hear fiery preaching and encouragement of men and all Christians on July 8th at 10am.
WALK TO EMMAUS GROUP: This group is an interfaith mission designed to help people find a closer relationship to Christ.
They hold an annual weekend retreat and other meetings through the year to share testimony and gain deeper biblical
knowledge. They have a great worship team and will lead our service on July 17. We hope you can share in that day.
SAVE THE DATE: prayer and healing service at Smithtown on Tuesday, July 24 from 7:30-8:30pm. Look out for additional
information.
ANNUAL COUNTRY FAIR IS COMING: Saturday, September 22nd –MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Planning meetings will be held starting July 10, please see John Lauro or Min. Sam Newman if you’d like to help and be a
part of the team. We will donate 10% of the proceeds to a worthwhile charity to be named.
VACATION BIBLE STUDY: There will not be a Vacation Bible Study class this summer. It will resume next year.
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Prayer List
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
OUR SHUT-INS: Miriam Elliott, Bonnie Baier, Bill Baier, Lillian Bowman, Marion Bontempi, Mary
Machecek
HEALING FOR: Miriam Elliott, Diane Wallace, Pastor Paynter, Donna Paul, Michael Khan, Herb Small,
Phyllis Heinen, Ken Moncayo, Ken Fachin, Kim Pierce, Rick Young, Loretta Key, Ginny Ference, Jane
Young, Ryan Starace, Max Erbe, Fermin M. Cosca
FAITH & COMFORT FOR: Family of Sherry Schmidt, Family of Ruth Schwartz, Family of Phyllis Heinen,
Family of Wilt Hildenbrand, Family of Eileen Krepela, Family of Tim Mazzara, Family of Betty Cravotta,
Family of Colleen DeLise, Family of Paige Keely, Family of Heather Wilson, Family of Valerie Cotsalas

Thank you to our June Worship Volunteers!
Preachers: Rev. Carole Paynter, Min. Sam Newman
Organist: Miao Hou, Zijun Chen, Bowei Chen
Acolytes: Ushers, Sunday School
Head Ushers: Ted Bruss, Jim Hunter
Scripture Readers: Bill Alemaghides, Mike Mainiero, Kathy Small-Mazzara,Clem Westney
Communion Stewards: Sam Newman, Jane Neithardt
Greeters: Khan Family, Heather & Peter Sanderson, Virginia Ference, Beverly Lightbourne, Charlene
Perdie, Janis Christ
Altar Guild Reps.: Diane Patac, Charlene Perdie, Jane Neithardt
Counters: Kathy Small-Mazzara, John Downs, Mae & Ted Bruss, Jim Hunter, John Lauro, Julie Gallo,
Maribeth Siskind
Coffee time: UMW, UMM, SPR Committee, Church BBQ

THE

SCROLL-JULY/AUG

2018

PAGE

8

SMITHTOWN KARATE ACADEMY: opened in 1978 and is pleased to be teaching at SUMC on Monday
& Wednesday evenings from 6-9pm. New Students are welcome, discount for church members.
For more information, please call Marilyn at (631) 265-9062.
MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
THE ACT 11 THRIFT SHOP SUMMER HOURS: The Shop will only be open every Wednesday from
June 30th thru September 1st at 10am –1pm. Donations are accepted during store hours.
NATIONALS IN MISSION: Your loose change makes a difference! Our most recent collection of loose
change totaled $212.00 which has been sent to the Nationals in Mission in Thailand. Our collection jar is
located in our Narthex so please remember to bring in your spare change regularly. If no change is
handy paper money will help.
THE SMITHTOWN PARKINSON THERAPY CENTER: The Smithtown Parkinson Therapy Center is a
mission of the Smithtown United Methodist Church helping those suffering from this condition to live their
best life. Volunteers are welcome. If you know of anyone who would like to come to the center, please
have them contact (631) 265-6621 for more information.
WESLEYAN SCHOOL: For registration forms or more information, call the School Office at (631) 2652625. Visit our website at http://wesleyan-preschool.org/. For current happenings and pictures and check
out our Facebook page.
ELECTRONIC GIVING: You may give your tithe and offerings regularly through SUMC’s electronic
giving program. Pick up an authorization form from the office, or call the office and we will get a form to
you. God bless your giving.
BUY-A-BRICK CAMPAIGN: What a wonderful way to remember or honor a loved one. Application
forms are available in the Narthex.

Thanks to our Advertiser who
helps support our newsletter.

The

Branch

FUNERAL HOME
Funerals & Cremation
Owned and Operated by The Vigliante Family

631.724.9500
www.branchfh.com
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