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 I was going to skip a letter for this issue of the Scroll since I‟ve been focused on the 
Advent and Christmas Eve services.  But I just had to share with you what I experienced 
Sunday, December 23rd.  For those of you who were able to be with us you know it was 
great.  The children brought us the message of the Bible through dance and the pageant.  It 
was beautiful, thoughtful, delightful and even provocative.  The children were wonderful and 
the young people did a phenomenal job.  They reminded us of the deep meaning of Jesus‟ 
birth while having fun doing it.  I‟m very grateful for the Sunday school staff who worked with 
them to make it all come together.  Your time and hard work were worth it. 
  
 It was a great worship experience helping me to connect to God and prepare for 
Christmas.  But what happened after church was also significant.  There were several „things‟ 
that needed to be addressed.  Some were facility needs, some were tasks to be taken up with 
folks in the church.  They were all things I was putting on my „to deal with after Christmas 
list‟.  Yet, before church I checked my texts and found out a plumber had already been 
scheduled to take care of one of the items.  I checked the chapel and realized the rain hadn‟t 
done as much damage as I feared; someone had taken care of it.  I heard good reports that a 
concern I had was being addressed.  As I left the church, I saw that there were already 
workers on the roof taking care of a leak.  One by one the tasks on my „to do‟ list were being 
checked off and I wasn‟t making any of it happen!  Another reminder: sometimes when I get 
out of the way things happen more effectively! 
  
 As I walked to the car I had two feelings: gratitude and being impressed.  I am thankful 
for those who have taken on responsibilities that help make the church the worshiping, 
welcoming, serving community of faith that it is.  I recognize that it takes time and effort to do 
the tasks that keep us going.  I am grateful for and impressed with how you (I mean you, the 
individual reading this and you, the people of Smithtown UMC) contribute to making us a vital, 
engaging church.  The community at Smithtown UMC has the people and heart it needs to 
love God and serve as followers of Jesus Christ.  I‟m pleased that I will be part of the 
community for the first half of 2019.  Thanks be to God for the journey we share together! 
  
Peace, 

  ~Rev. Lynda 

“To Do List” 
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 Please accept our thanks for choosing SUMC. We never forget that serving the 
church‟s financial needs is a privilege. As a loyal member of our family, you share in the 
church‟s continued success through outreach and spreading the word.  Building disciples 
through Jesus Christ.  This past stewardship drive has been a total church collaboration.  The 
Sunday school made inspiration rocks and read scriptures each week. All culminating with the 
consecration of our pledges.  Don‟t worry if you haven‟t already given in your pledge cards we 
have more.  They can be put in the church offering at anytime and a prayer for the use of our 
gifts each Sunday.   
 
 We have been inspired by our new Pastor, it is an honor to announce, (I am sure you 
know already) but if you haven‟t heard, we are blessed with the continued presence of interim 
Pastor Lynda Bates-Stepe to lead us into the New Year!  If you have missed her sermons, 
well you are missing out.   
  
 She has started a prayer time for all in the church.  Each day at 2:30pm take out your 
prayer cards, or just say a prayer for the congregation with all of us praying at the same time, 
we are united in faith.  
 
 Sometimes, I think why I continue writing each month, year after year.  Well as you 
might guess each month, I am not a writer, but I have come closer to God and have learned 
many things over the years. I have been inspired by others who have said encouraging words 
and let me know that what I have said has helped them in one way or another.  Today, I 
noticed a new positive outlook and joy in the church.  The coming of the Christ child has again 
inspired us all.  So here I am writing again in the New Year, come to church, pray, be inspired, 
pass the peace.   
 

 

 

Stewardship Moment 

By: Diane Wallace, Stewardship Chair 

T H E  S C R O L L - J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 9  
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Let’s pray together!  
By: Pastor Lynda 

 
 Our first Sunday in December it was announced that I would be continue to 
serve God with you until June 30, 2019.  On that day I asked you to join in praying for 
and with me as we are the community of God at Smithtown UMC.  I encourage you to 
keep praying for our work together and, if it is something you can do, pray the 
following prayer at 2:30 in the afternoon. 
  

Holy God, I pray for myself, my church family and our work together 
as disciples of Jesus Christ.  May your Spirit guide us that we might 
faithfully worship and serve you, building community together.  Please 
show us your way.  Amen 

  
 Why 2:30 pm?  I chose the time because of our location:  230 Middle Country 
Road.  The prayer may be said silently or aloud.  I keep it in my cell phone cover and 
have set my alarm for 2:30 or I would be sure to forget to do it.  It may be symbolic but 
there is something powerful about praying together.  I hope you will join us. 
  
 This type of prayer is called Threshold Prayer and is adapted from a book 
called Flood Gates, Holy Momentum for a Fearless Church by Sue Nilson 
Kibbey.  She writes: “Threshold prayer is surrendering without reservation the present 
reality plus ourselves, our perspective and attitudes about it, so that all can become 
transformed into God‟s preferred future.  This type of prayer is also called „the prayer 
of being willing to be willing‟.”   P. 35  Please pray for us to be willing and open to 
understanding and following God‟s will for us.  There are small cards with the prayer 
on it in the back of the church. 

Thank you… 

…so much for your thoughtful and generous Christmas gift.  I 

really appreciate it.  May our New Year be filled with hope and 

blessings! 
  
Peace, 
  ~Rev. Lynda 
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To see all the pictures of the Advent  

celebrations, copy the link below and paste to  

your web browser URL. 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/vfyrMWxdeJStCTXd9  

 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS PAGEANT PHOTOS 
Submitted by: Atis Stepe 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/vfyrMWxdeJStCTXd9
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January Scripture Readings 

SCRIPTURES 1/6/19:  Isa. 60:1-6, Ps. 72:1-7, 10-14 (UMH 795), Eph. 3:1-12, Matt. 2:1-12 

SCRIPTURES 1/13/19: Isa. 43:1-7, Ps. 29 (UMH 761), Acts 8:14-17, Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

SCRIPTURES 1/20/19: Isa. 62:1-5, Ps. 36:5-10 (UMH 771), 1 Cor. 12:1-11, John 2:1-11 

SCRIPTURES 1/27/19: Neh. 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10, Ps. 19 (UMH 750), 1 Cor. 12:12-31a, Luke 4:14-21 

 
Stasia Small  January 16 

Mandy Hildenbrand January 16 

Marissa Paglia January 26 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjkuouR057aAhXOmuAKHXdRB6IQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwikiclipart.com%2Fhappy-birthday-clip-art_17943%2F&psig=AOvVaw1LdaqXo2CDtv8cu4XDElOP&ust=1522863518153869
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ENVELOPE REMINDERS: The 2019 envelopes will be available soon, don‟t forget to pick them up in 
the Narthex or call the church office if you are not able to pick them up. Please remember to use your 
offering envelope to submit your gift. It helps the Finance team properly record your giving and produce 
an accurate record for your tax purposes.  If you use a different envelope, please be sure to write your 
assigned number on it so it can be properly credited. Because of confidentiality, finance information is 
kept by member number not by name.  If you don‟t know your number, please let the church office 
know and it will be obtained for you.  

THRIFT SHOP WINTER HOURS: The winter hours for the thrift shop are in effect from January 2 

through March 27. The shop will be open Wednesdays only from 10am to 1pm. 
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Thank you to our December Worship Volunteers!  
 

 

Preachers:  Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe                     

Organist:  Bowei Chen 

Altar Guild Reps.:  Diane Patac, Charlene Perdie, Jane Neithardt 

Head Ushers: Ted Bruss, Jim Hunter   

Communion Stewards:  Sam Newman, Jane Neithardt 

Scripture Readers:  Jane Neithardt, Stacia Small, Sam Newman, Phyllis Heinen, John Downs, Peter 

Bruss, Sunday School 

Greeters:  Marianne & Matthew Kunkel, Kathy Small-Mazzara, Herb & Stacia Small, Sunday School, 

Herman Rohan, Khan Family 

Counters:  Mae & Ted Bruss, Jim Hunter, John Lauro, Maryanne & Andy Byrus, Julie Gallo, Maribeth 

Siskind, Diane & Burt Wallace 

Coffee Time:  UMW, UMM, SPR Committee, Trustees, Altar Guild/Worship 

 

Prayer List 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   
 
OUR SHUT-INS: Miriam Elliott, Bonnie Baier, Bill Baier,  
Lillian Bowman, Marion Bontempi, Mary Machecek 
 
HEALING FOR:  Donna Paul, Diane Wallace, Miriam Elliott, George Serchak, Nicole DiGraziano, Fred 
Folik, Cathy Van Tuyl, Edward Staiano  
 
FAITH & COMFORT FOR:  Family of Ruth Schwartz,  Family of Pastor Carole Paynter 
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
 
THE ACT 11 THRIFT SHOP: The Shop winter hours are every Wednesday from 10am–1pm. Donations 
are accepted during store hours. 
 
ANGEL’S HAVEN ORPHANAGE:  Your loose change makes a difference! Our most recent collection of 
loose change totaled $122.05 which has been sent to the Angel‟s Haven Orphanage mission in Thailand. 
Our collection jar is located in our Narthex so please remember to bring in your spare change regularly. If 
no change is handy paper money will help. 
 
THE SMITHTOWN PARKINSON THERAPY CENTER: The Smithtown Parkinson Therapy Center is a 
mission of the Smithtown United Methodist Church helping those suffering from this condition to live their 
best life. Volunteers are welcome.  If you know of anyone who would like to come to the center, please 
have them contact (631) 265-6621 for more information.  
 
WESLEYAN SCHOOL: For registration forms or more information, call the School Office at (631) 265-
2625. Visit our website at http://wesleyan-preschool.org/. For current happenings and pictures and check 
out our Facebook page. 
 
ELECTRONIC GIVING: You may give your tithe and offerings regularly through Electronic Fund 
Transfers through your bank.  Authorization forms are located outside the church office, or call the office 
and one will be sent to you.  Another way to donate is through our website; click on “Donate Online” 
under "Contact Us" and it will take you directly to a payment screen. God bless your giving. 
 
BUY-A-BRICK CAMPAIGN:  What a wonderful way to remember or honor a loved one.  Application 
forms are available in the Narthex.  

 

SMITHTOWN KARATE ACADEMY: opened in 1978 and is pleased to be teaching at SUMC on Monday 

& Wednesday evenings from 6-9pm. New Students are welcome, discount for church members.   

For more information, please call Marilyn at (631) 265-9062. 

Thanks to our Advertiser who 

helps support our newsletter.  
The Branch 

FUNERAL HOME 
Funerals & Cremation 

Owned and Operated by The Vigliante Family 
 

631.724.9500                  
 

www.branchfh.com 


