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Smithtown United Methodist Church 
230 Middle Country Road, Smithtown NY 11787 

631-265-6945/www.smithtownumc.org 
Worship Times: 

Communion every 1st Sunday in the month 
Congregational Worship service: 10am every Sunday  

Church Staff: 

Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe 

Interim Pastor  

 

Bowei Chen 

Music Director 

 

Diana Alvarez 

Administrator 

 

Lay Leadership: 

Sam Newman 

Certified Lay Minister 

 

Council Committee: 

Chris Lauro 

Chair 

 

SPR Committee: 

Jim Hunter 

Chair 

 

Finance Team: 

Ken Moncayo 

Interim Chair 

 

Trustee Board: 

Peter Reinke 

Chair 

 

Sunday School: 

Maryanne Byrus 

Superintendent 

 

Wesleyan Pre-School 

Tracy Truncale 

Director 

 

Parkinson’s Therapy 

Center 

Brianne Mathews 

Director 

 

  

1 Corinthians 12:4-7 (emphasis added) 
 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there 

are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are 

varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 

them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the 

Spirit for the common good. 

 

 

Nothing in nature lives for itself 

Rivers don’t drink their own water. 

Trees don’t eat their own fruits. 

The sun doesn’t shine for itself. 

A flower’s fragrance is not for itself. 

Living for each other is Nature’s rule. 
 

In 2019 let us rise by lifting others. 

 

~~Ted Everest Doc Esguerra 
  
Peace, 

  ~Rev. Lynda 
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 I attended the memorial for M. Elliott, what an inspiration.  Looking forward to the 
future, always engaged, I was exhausted just hearing about all she had been doing the last 
several months.  Ambitious for anyone but a person at 101!  The theme was family, fellowship 
and the love of God.   
 
 How is your heart!  February is heart month.  It is getting colder and you don’t want to 
go out!   
 They tell us to diet when all we want is warm comfort food!   We have many devises 
that keep us riveted to our seats for hours on end.  Streaming and bingeing!!!! 
  
 Well a new year and a new approach, get out and enjoy the many gifts we are given.  
Have you seen the winter in many of our parks?  Visited friends, relatives or a shut in?  
Written a much needed how are you doing note?  We miss you in church?  They say that 
fellowship is the most valuable thing for you and your health.   
 
 I met a waiter recently I hadn’t seen in a while.  He had a heart attack at work several 
months ago.  He stated he was lucky that someone in the restaurant knew CPR, keeping him 
alive while waiting for the ambulance to arrive.  He thought all the walking and carrying of 
dishes was enough to keep him healthy.  During his time at home he renewed his faith 
reading the bible and praying daily.  He now watches what he eats and does cardio each day.  
He stated he feels 20yrs younger.  Has lost weight and attends church.  He stated he owes a 
lot to the caring people and the continued fellowship he now experiences each Sunday at 
church.  He told me he was given a new approach and outlook on life. 

 

 So here I am sitting, so I will finish and go take a walk.  I hope you are inspired by the 

gifts all around you.   As you look toward the future let God be your source of inspiration.   

 

 

 

Stewardship Moment 

By: Diane Wallace, Stewardship Chair 
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Dear Smithtown UMC family,   
 
My family and I extend our deepest gratitude to everyone 
who  contributed their time, energy, delicious goodies, and the comfort 
of warm hugs this past Sunday as we celebrated the life of my mother, 
Miriam Elliott.  Pastor Lynda, Paula Weiss, Jim Hunter and their 
wonderful assistants cared for us in true Methodist fashion with loving 
kindness and great food.   
 

Thank you all. God bless you!  
Meredith Fichtel and Gary Elliott  

Dear Smithtown UMC family,   
 

Ted Bruss wishes to thank his church family for the many prayers,  
calls and get well cards he received while recovering from  

his recent surgery.  
 

 The Bruss Family  

Thank you….. 

Dear Smithtown UMC family,   
 
 It is with deep sadness that I must say good-bye to all the 
members of the Smithtown United Methodist Church. My last date of 
employment will be February 22nd, 2019. Due to unforeseen personal 
circumstances; I find myself in a situation where I need to work full-
time.   

I have greatly enjoyed working here and it has been a 
wonderful experience. I am so grateful for meeting and working with 
some of the kindest and most thoughtful people.   

I appreciate the opportunity I have been given during my time 
with the church, as well as the professional guidance and support. I 
wish you and everyone at the Smithtown United Methodist Church the 
best of success in the future.  

Thank you and God bless you!  
Diana Alvarez 
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Flowers, candy and romance. That's what Valentine's Day is all about, right? Well, maybe not. The origin 

of this holiday for the expression of love really isn't romantic at all—at least not in the traditional sense. 

Father Frank O'Gara of Whitefriars Street Church in Dublin, Ireland, tells the real story of the man behind 

the holiday—St. Valentine. 

"He was a Roman Priest at a time when there was an emperor called Claudias who persecuted the 

church at that particular time," Father O'Gara explains. ―He also had an edict that prohibited the marriage 

of young people. This was based on the hypothesis that unmarried soldiers fought better than married 

soldiers because married soldiers might be afraid of what might happen to them or their wives or families 

if they died." 

"I think we must bear in mind that it was a very permissive society in which Valentine lived," says Father 

O'Gara. "Polygamy would have been much more popular than just one woman and one man living 

together. And yet some of them seemed to be attracted to Christian faith. But obviously the church 

thought that marriage was very sacred between one man and one woman for their life and that it was to 

be encouraged. Valentine secretly married them because of the edict." Valentine was eventually caught, 

imprisoned and tortured for performing marriage ceremonies against command of Emperor Claudius the 

second.  

In the year 269 AD, Valentine was sentenced to a three part execution of a beating, stoning, and finally 

decapitation all because of his stand for Christian marriage. The story goes that the last words he wrote 

were in a note to Asterius' daughter. He inspired today's romantic missives by signing it, "from your 

Valentine." 

"What Valentine means to me as a priest," explains Father O'Gara, "is that there comes a time where 

you have to lay your life upon the line for what you believe. And with the power of the Holy Spirit we can 

do that —even to the point of death." 

"If Valentine were here today, he would say to married couples that there comes a time where you're 

going to have to suffer. It's not going to be easy to maintain your commitment and your vows in marriage. 

Don't be surprised if the 'gushing' love that you have for someone changes to something less "gushing" 

but maybe much more mature. And the question is, is that young person ready for that?" 

St. Valentine, the Real Story 
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February Scripture Readings 

SCRIPTURES 2/3/19: Jer. 1:4-10; Ps. 71:1-6 (UMH 794); 1 Cor. 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 

SCRIPTURES 2/10/19: Isa. 6:1-8 (9-13); Psalm 138 (UMH 853); 1 Cor. 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 

SCRIPTURES 2/17/19: Jer. 17:5-10; Ps. 1 (UMH 738); 1 Cor. 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26 

SCRIPTURES 2/24/19:  Gen. 45:3-11,15; Ps. 37:1-11, 39-40 (UMH 772); 1 Cor. 15:35-38, 42-50; 

Luke 6:27-38 

Jane Young February 2 

Brittney Lauro February 4 

Beverly Lightbourne February 12 

Julie Gallo February 14 

Nicole Mazzara February 21 

Denise Reinke February 27 

 

 

 

Herman & Lindsey Rohan ~ Feb. 22nd 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjkuouR057aAhXOmuAKHXdRB6IQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwikiclipart.com%2Fhappy-birthday-clip-art_17943%2F&psig=AOvVaw1LdaqXo2CDtv8cu4XDElOP&ust=1522863518153869
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ENVELOPE REMINDERS: The 2019 envelopes are available, don’t forget to pick them up in the 
Narthex or call the church office if you are not able to pick them up. Please remember to use your 
offering envelope to submit your gift. It helps the Finance team properly record your giving and produce 
an accurate record for your tax purposes.  If you use a different envelope, please be sure to write your 
assigned number on it so it can be properly credited. Because of confidentiality, finance information is 
kept by member number not by name.  If you don’t know your number, please let the church office 
know and it will be obtained for you.  

THRIFT SHOP WINTER HOURS: The winter hours for the thrift shop are in effect from January 2 

through March 27. The shop will be open Wednesdays only from 10am to 1pm. 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES:  will be starting in February, date to be determined. If you have a child 

of confirmation age, please call the office or email to register.  

DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSE: Smithtown United Methodist Church is sponsoring the National 
Safety Council’s Six Hour defensive driving course on Saturday, March 2nd, 2019 from 8:30am - 
3pm. Those completing the six-hour course are eligible for a 10% insurance discount for three years, 
as well as a reduction of four points from their driving record, if applicable. To reserve your seat please 

call the Church office at (631) 265-6945 between 10am and 2 pm from Tuesdays thru Fridays.  

JOB OPENING: Our Administrative Assistant, Diana Alvarez, has let us know that she will be leaving 
us at the end of February to take on new responsibilities at a full-time job.  While it saddens us 
immensely to receive this news, we do wish her well in her new endeavors.  Shortly the Staff Parish 
Relations Committee (SPRC) will begin the process of hiring her successor.  If you know of anyone 

who is interested in a 16-hour job please contact the pastor or Phyllis Heinen, Chair of the SPRC.  
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Thank you to our January Worship Volunteers!  
 

 

Preachers:  Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe                     

Organist:  Bowei Chen 

Altar Guild Reps.:  Diane Patac, Charlene Perdie, Jane Neithardt 

Head Ushers: Ted Bruss, Jim Hunter   

Communion Stewards:  John Downs, Chris Lauro 

Scripture Readers:  Bill Almaghides, Chris Lauro, Clem Westney, Denise Reinke 

Greeters:  Charlene Perdie, Janis Christ, Chris & John Lauro, Cotsalas Family, Denise & Peter Reinke 

Counters:  Virginia Ference, Kathy Small-Mazzara, John Downs, Mike Mainiero, Mae & Ted Bruss,  

Jim Hunter, John Lauro 

Coffee Time:  UMW, UMM, SPR Committee, Trustees 

 
 

 

Prayer List 
 

HOMEBOUND: Bonnie Baier, Bill Baier, Lillian Bowman, Marion Bontempi, Mary Machecek 
 
HEALING FOR:  George Serchak, Nicole DiGraziano, Fred Folik, Cathy Van Tuyl, Edward Staiano,  
Nolan Ward, Ted Bruss, Patricia Pagliarulo, Carol & Bob Bauer, Debbie Bauer , JC Manigaulte 
  
 
FAITH & COMFORT FOR:  Family of Pastor Carole Paynter, Family of Miriam Elliott 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiv58yao_XfAhXrm-AKHRoqAA4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartmag.com%2Fprayer-clipart-images&psig=AOvVaw0dZ5xskBYRt1lIFp0D0IOO&ust=1547830222942145
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
 
THE ACT 11 THRIFT SHOP: The Shop winter hours are every Wednesday from 10am–1pm. Donations 
are accepted during store hours. 
 
ANGEL’S HAVEN ORPHANAGE:  Your loose change makes a difference! Our most recent collection of 
loose change totaled $259.00 which has been sent to the Angel’s Haven Orphanage mission in Thailand. 
Our collection jar is located in our Narthex so please remember to bring in your spare change regularly. If 
no change is handy paper money will help. 
 
THE SMITHTOWN PARKINSON THERAPY CENTER: The Smithtown Parkinson Therapy Center is a 
mission of the Smithtown United Methodist Church helping those suffering from this condition to live their 
best life. Volunteers are welcome.  If you know of anyone who would like to come to the center, please 
have them contact (631) 265-6621 for more information.  
 
WESLEYAN SCHOOL: For registration forms or more information, call the School Office at (631) 265-
2625. Visit our website at http://wesleyan-preschool.org/. For current happenings and pictures and check 
out our Facebook page. 
 
ELECTRONIC GIVING: You may give your tithe and offerings regularly through Electronic Fund 
Transfers through your bank.  Authorization forms are located outside the church office, or call the office 
and one will be sent to you.  Another way to donate is through our website; click on ―Donate Online‖ 
under "Contact Us" and it will take you directly to a payment screen. God bless your giving. 
 
BUY-A-BRICK CAMPAIGN:  What a wonderful way to remember or honor a loved one.  Application 
forms are available in the Narthex.  

 

SMITHTOWN KARATE ACADEMY: opened in 1978 and is pleased to be teaching at SUMC on Monday 

& Wednesday evenings from 6-9pm. New Students are welcome, discount for church members.   

For more information, please call Marilyn at (631) 265-9062. 

Thanks to our Advertiser who 

helps support our newsletter.  
The Branch 

FUNERAL HOME 
Funerals & Cremation 

Owned and Operated by The Vigliante Family 
 

631.724.9500                  
 

www.branchfh.com 


