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Christmas is coming quickly and with it all the stress, busyness, extra responsibilities and expenses.  
When did the holidays get to be such a taxing time? 
 
Holidays should be holy days and the attention on God.  So some suggestions on how to make the 
season the time of joy, hope, beauty and wonder that it is meant to be.  I don’t always do well at 
following my own advice but this year I’ll be, like you, trying to make it a special, God-focused time of 
year. 
 

 Remember each day to breathe.  I really mean it.  Take some time (it can be a little as a 
minute or two) to take time to breathe deeply. 

 
 Remind yourself each day: “I am a beloved child of God.” 
 
 Don’t go into debt buying decorations and gifts.  Keep within your budget so you’re not 

paying for Christmas into the New Year. 
 
 Attend church.  It’s so easy to consider it optional when you have so many other things to 

do but it will bring meaning into your days. 
 
 Join us for the Blue Christmas service on Saturday, December 15th at 7:00pm in the 

Chapel.  If someone were to ask me the one thing they should do to make Christmas 
more meaningful I would tell them to attend this service.  It is a beautiful, symbolic 
reminder of the light of God’s love that glows even in the darkest times of our life.  I can’t 
recommend this enough; it is worth it. 

 
 Treat sales people, checkout folks, wait staff and all service personnel with understanding 

and respect.  They are often working a second job to make ends meet and are as tired 
and stressed out as we are.   

 
 Keep in mind that the Christmas celebration is December 25th – January 5th culminating 

with Epiphany on January 6th.  Keep celebrating the blessing of Christmas after 
December 25th when the secular world has finished their festivities. 

 
 Remember to breathe! 

 
Looking forward to celebrating with you this Christmas Holy-days! 
 
Peace, 

~Rev. Lynda 

 

“Tis the season!” 
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Do you hear the Sounds of Heaven? 
 
 I recently came back from down under!  While on the boat, I met with a 
Bible study group.  Yes on the boat!  They met every day talking about our 
connection threw the Bible and our savior Jesus Christ.  Each day different 
people would come to the group and talk about the Bible.  People from 
different backgrounds and different parts of the world, speaking many 
languages.  Only for one purpose, to gather together and talk about Jesus 
Christ.   
 
Psalm 18:1-2 “I love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock, my 
fortress, and my deliverer,  my God, my rock in whom I take refuge,  my 
shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.” 
 
 By our actions we define ourselves. Are you ready?  The Lord is 
coming!  Take action each day read the Bible, pray and come to know the 
Christ child.  Your selfless service has contributed greatly to the 
transformation of many.  You might not realize it but wearing a cross, smiling 
to someone, saying hi or a phone call.   It’s Christians living day to day, 
reaching out to every person.  
 
 We need your help, as Christians who have experienced Christian life. 
We need you to share your story with the youth in your communities and be 
the influencers who impact their decisions.   This is made possible by your 
giving.  Time, Talent and yes, Tithes.    
 
 Keeping our doors open to all.  Our fellowship begins in church, and 
extends to the world.   
 
 We are blessed, are you ready to hear the sounds of Christmas all 
around you?  
 

 

Stewardship Moment 

By: Diane Wallace, Stewardship Chair 
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    Wesleyan Preschool is so excited for our Christmas projects, 
our Christmas baking, and our Christmas Sing a Longs. The children 
will be having performances on the 20

th
 and 21

st
 of this month. This is 

such an exciting time of year to share with family and friends. In 
January, registration for the 2019-20 school year begins. Church 
members will be able to register on Jan 3

rd
, current students will 

register on Jan 10
th
, alumni will register on Jan 17

th
 and our Open 

House will be on Jan 18
th.

.  

Wesleyan School  
Written by: Tracy Truncale, Director 

Blue Christmas Service 

Saturday, December 15th at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 This is a wonderous worship of song, verse and light that keeps 
us mindful of the true meaning of Christmas.  It is definitely for people 
who have experienced a loss or grief during the year and are facing 
the holiday with feelings of dread.  But it is also for those who just want 
a beautiful, peaceful, symbolic experience of the holy blessing that is 
Christmas.  Come join us as we watch the light grow against the 
darkness that surrounds us.   
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“…We Have Come to Worship Him.” 
 

1. Thou shalt focus on Jesus in worship, giving and dedication. The most important part of 
Christmas is the first six letters. 

 
2. Thou shalt not make Christmas a financial disaster. Everyone will be happier this Christmas if 

you cut the cost and revive the reverence. 
 

3. Thou shalt give of thyself with thy gifts. People are more interested in your heart than your 
pocketbook. 

 
4. Thou shalt not let the trappings of Christmas replace the story of Christmas. Santa Claus, 

sales, trees and tinsel can cause Christmas to appear to be a fairy tale instead of the story 
of the Savior who came to earth. 

 
5. Thou shalt spread Christmas cheer to all you meet. The mailman, merchant and mall shopper 

should be blessed by your joy. 
 

6. Thou shalt not neglect thy church, nor forget it’s services. The way you spend Christmas is 
much more important than how much you spend. 

 
7. Thou shalt give to those less fortunate than you. Share with those who are in need this 

Christmas. It is still more blessed to give than to receive. 
 

8. Thou shalt not have the Scrooge spirit. The angels announced. “Glory to God in the high, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men.” (Luke 2:14 KJV) 

 
9. Thou shalt prepare to receive God’s work in your heart. He, who does not have Christmas in 

his heart, will never find it under a tree. 
 

10. Thou shalt not leave the message of Christmas behind when the season ends. The great 
truth of Christmas is that God so loves the whole world, and he offers that love every day of 
the year. 

 

Scripture reading: Matthew 2:1-12 

“Insights and Life Lessons from An Eagle’s View” 
Author: Rev. Dr. Samuel Farina 

Submitted by: Phyllis Heinen 
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“One way to worship Christ at Christmas” 
 Author: Unknown 

 
 
“They saw the child and his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 
him” (Matthew 2:11) 
 
Do you worship God with your words and actions? Do you worship Him with your heart? 
Because we have nine grandchildren, we try to make our family Christmas gathering a time 
of focusing on Christ. One way we have found very effective is to act out the Christmas 
story. 
 
We have as many actors as there are family members (and others who have come for the 
Christmas dinner). Because we have as many as 17 people, we have a lot of sheep. We put 
the names of the biblical characters and animals in a hat and everyone picks one. Then 
everyone has 10 minutes to find his or her costume and props from anywhere in the house. 
We gather in one room and the narrator begins to slowly read the Christmas story, usually 
from the Living Bible so the children can understand. 
 
The costumes are usually very creative, from the camels wearing real saddles, the kings 
wearing up-side-down silver or gold trophies on their heads and even our Dalmatian dog 
being recruited to be one of the sheep. One year a new grandchild was the baby Jesus. 
We have fun and laugh a lot. But when it comes to the part where the wise men come and 
see the Child and His mother and bow down and worship Him, we become quiet. 
One year, a non-Christian guest, playing the part of a king, also knelt down and worshiped. 
As I watched him, I silently prayed that soon and very soon, he would worship Jesus with 
his whole heart. 
 
He has not yet given his heart to Jesus. But we keep praying for him. The Bible tells us that 
when we pray according to God’s will, He will answer. Soon this man WILL worship the Lord 
with his whole heart. 
 
Who are you praying for? 

 

Father, there are thousands of people who have heard the Christmas story and have not yet 

begun to worship You. Father, we pray that this year, You would open the eyes and hearts 

of those we have been praying for. We pray that they would become true worshippers of 

Jesus Christ. Amen 
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December Scripture Readings 

SCRIPTURES 12/2/18: Jer. 33:14-16; Ps. 25:1-10 (UMH 756); 1 Thess. 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 

SCRIPTURES 12/9/18: Mal. 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79 (UMH 208); Phil. 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 

SCRIPTURES 12/16/18: Zeph. 3:14-20; Isa. 12:2-6; Phil. 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 

SCRIPTURES 12/23/18: Mic. 5:2-5a; Luke 1:46b-55 (UMH 199); Heb. 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 

SCRIPTURES 12/30/18: 1 Sam. 2:18-20, 26; Ps. 148 (UMH 861); Col. 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 

 

 

 

Rick & Jane Young ~ December 7 

Ross Van Tuyl December 2 

Billie Thomas December 10 

David Benstock December 11 

Dean Bauer December 16 

Matthew Gallo December 16 

Jesus Christ December 25 

Gerri Sing December 25 

Elizabeth Jenks December 26 

Ava Grace Moncayo December 31 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjkuouR057aAhXOmuAKHXdRB6IQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwikiclipart.com%2Fhappy-birthday-clip-art_17943%2F&psig=AOvVaw1LdaqXo2CDtv8cu4XDElOP&ust=1522863518153869
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CHRISTMAS CAROL MUSICAL: The Sunday School has planned a trip to- Theater Three on December 

15th @ 3pm to see a Christmas Carol Musical. We have 20 seats reserved together, please let me know 

ASAP if you plan on attending so I can reserve additional seats with the group if necessary. All Church 

Members, Family Members and Friends are welcome to attend. Contact Maryanne for further details: email- 

MAB1113@AOL.COM or cell- (516) 330-6328. 

 

FOOD PANTRY: December is our month to serve at the Smithtown Emergency Food Pantry. We need 
volunteers per day from 9am-midday. Please sign up on the calendar located in the Narthex if you can give 
some of your time to help our neighbors in need.   

LANDING AVENUE CHURCH ANNUAL WINTER SERVICE: will be held on Sunday, December 9th at 3 
pm at the Landing Avenue Church, Smithtown NY. Min. Sam Newman will be preaching and would love to 
see everyone at this special community service.    

CHRISTMAS CAROLING: There will be Christmas Caroling on Friday, Dec. 7th at 6:30pm at the St. 
James gazebo, all are welcome. The gazebo is located north of the railroad tracks. 
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SMITHTOWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

230 Middle Country Road  

Smithtown, NY  11787  

631-265-6945 

 

 

 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO JOIN US 
FOR OUR ADVENT SERVICES.  

 

 

 

 

First Sunday of Advent   - 12/2 at 10am 

Second Sunday of Advent  - 12/9 at 10am 

Blue Christmas Service    - 12/15 at 7pm 

Third Sunday of Advent   - 12/16 at 10am 

Children’s Christmas Pageant  - 12/23 at 10am 

Christmas Eve Services:   - 12/24 at 7pm Family Service 

     - 12/24 at 11pm Candle-lighting 
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Thank you to our November Worship Volunteers!  
 

 

Preachers:  Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe                     

Organist:  Bowei Chen 

Altar Guild Reps.:  Diane Patac, Charlene Perdie, Jane Neithardt 

Head Ushers: Ted Bruss, Jim Hunter   

Communion Stewards:  Sam Newman, Jane Neithardt 

Scripture Readers:  Kathy Small-Mazzara, Jen Griffing, Denise Reinke 

Greeters:  Ushers, Karin & Shannon Kane, Val & Kristen Khan 

Counters:  Maryanne & Andy Byrus, Mike Mainiero, John Downs, Jim Hunter, Diane & Burt Wallace 

Coffee Time:  UMW, UMM, SPR Committee, Trustees 

 

Prayer List 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   
 
OUR SHUT-INS: Miriam Elliott, Bonnie Baier, Bill Baier, Lillian Bowman, Marion Bontempi, Mary 
Machecek 
 
HEALING FOR:  Donna Paul, Diane Wallace, Miriam Elliott, George Serchak, Nicole DiGraziano, Fred 
Folik, Cathy Van Tuyl 
 
FAITH & COMFORT FOR:  Family of Ruth Schwartz,  Family of Pastor Carole Paynter 
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
 
THE ACT 11 THRIFT SHOP: The Shop has resumed it’s usual schedule and will be open every 
Wednesday and Saturday from 10am –1pm. Donations are accepted during store hours. 
 
ANGEL’S HAVEN ORPHANAGE:  Your loose change makes a difference! Our most recent collection of 
loose change totaled $122.05 which has been sent to the Angel’s Haven Orphanage mission in Thailand. 
Our collection jar is located in our Narthex so please remember to bring in your spare change regularly. If 
no change is handy paper money will help. 
 
THE SMITHTOWN PARKINSON THERAPY CENTER: The Smithtown Parkinson Therapy Center is a 
mission of the Smithtown United Methodist Church helping those suffering from this condition to live their 
best life. Volunteers are welcome.  If you know of anyone who would like to come to the center, please 
have them contact (631) 265-6621 for more information.  
 
WESLEYAN SCHOOL: For registration forms or more information, call the School Office at (631) 265-
2625. Visit our website at http://wesleyan-preschool.org/. For current happenings and pictures and check 
out our Facebook page. 
 
ELECTRONIC GIVING: You may give your tithe and offerings regularly through Electronic Fund 
Transfers through your bank.  Authorization forms are located outside the church office, or call the office 
and one will be sent to you.  Another way to donate is through our website; click on “Donate Online” 
under "Contact Us" and it will take you directly to a payment screen. God bless your giving. 
 
BUY-A-BRICK CAMPAIGN:  What a wonderful way to remember or honor a loved one.  Application 
forms are available in the Narthex.  

 

SMITHTOWN KARATE ACADEMY: opened in 1978 and is pleased to be teaching at SUMC on Monday 

& Wednesday evenings from 6-9pm. New Students are welcome, discount for church members.   

For more information, please call Marilyn at (631) 265-9062. 

Thanks to our Advertiser who 

helps support our newsletter.  
The Branch 

FUNERAL HOME 
Funerals & Cremation 

Owned and Operated by The Vigliante Family 
 

631.724.9500                  
 

www.branchfh.com 


