
 

 

 A week ago I went to Ohio to attend my cousin’s funeral.  It was a sad 
occasion made even more sad given his young age.  He was only 47 and left 

behind a wonderful and very special family.  But it was good to see that they had 

a strong network of family and friends and a church that has been there for 
them every step of the way, loving them and supporting them as they made the 

difficult journey through an incurable type of cancer. 

 After the service we all gathered at the family farm in central Ohio, a farm 
that has been in the family for four generations.  It’s a place we all know and 

love.  It’s a place we’ve all either lived near or visited often.  It’s common 

ground and over the years it has become sacred ground because of the many 
memories it holds for us all.  Some things have changed but for the most part 

the farm looks the same as it always has.  The long quarter-mile lane that leads 

back to the farmhouse is still gravel.  The barns are old but still standing and 
there are still cattle grazing in the pasture behind the house.  It’s a very familiar 

scene and in this world where things are constantly changing it’s good to have 

something familiar to come back to. 
 For many of us the church is that kind of place.  It’s a familiar place.  We 

might even say it’s sacred ground.  Over time some things have changed but for 

the most part the church is still doing what it’s always done and I think that’s a 
good thing.  We still sing the hymns of our faith on Sunday mornings.  We still 

read the scriptures, we still pray for one another and we still break bread 

together around the Lord’s Table.  It’s all very familiar but it keeps us connected 
to the things that really matter.  We are the church.  We are still God’s people 

doing our best to love one another, doing our best to walk in the light of Christ. 

 We are so glad to see more of you coming back to church 

and for those of you who haven’t been back we encourage you to 

come and worship with us in person.  Come and see some familiar 

faces and sing some of those familiar songs.  You can even sit in 
your same familiar seat!  Have a safe and blessed week and we 

hope to see you soon!    
    Brent 
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Empowering Christ-Centered Lives 



 

 

Family of Nora Light 
Shirley Fowler 
Donna Gebing 
Teddy Ibarra 
Kathy Speer 
Family & Friends of Eric Elder 
Jeremy Burgess 
 

 Please Pray For:                     

Prayer requests for family and 
friends will be listed for four weeks.  
If you feel they should be listed 
longer, please let us know and we 
will be happy to do so.   
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SUNDAY MORNING 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
10:40 AM 

 
Worship Leader 

 

  9 May Bernie Frausto 

16 May Ann Griffith 

23 May Bill Mann 

30 May Bryan Edwards 

 6  Jun Angela Knight 

13 Jun Brian Brown 

20 Jun Jennifer Edwards 

27 Jun Bill Mann 
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES! 
 
The church leadership has approved the resumption of Adult Sunday 

School, beginning Sunday, June 13th.  The Genesis class will resume 
meeting that day at 9:15 a.m. in the library.  All are welcome. 
 
Hope to see you there. 
 
Bryan Edwards 
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Pentecost Offering – May 16 and 23, 2021 
 
 

“Building a Foundation for Change” is the theme for our 2021 Pentecost Offering which will 
be received this month.   
 

The Pentecost Offering supports Disciples new church development. Planning, nurturing 

and sustaining new congregation is part of the Disciples’ vision. This offering supports the 
specialized ministry of new church development through both regional and general 

programs. Gifts for this offering are divided equally between the region in which they’re 
given and New Church Ministry. 
 

In the Bluebonnet Area we have had several new church starts, some did not make it due 
to sudden collapse of housing expansion; others served in their communities really well 

over a period of years, and some are alive and well.  Western Hills Christian Church, our 
congregation, was once a new church start.  Don Baugh, who was then Director of the 

Community of Churches, helped get us off the ground and running.  They selected a site on 

Sunshine Ranch Road, inside Loop 410, west of Babcock and constructed two buildings, one 
for classrooms and the other for offices, worship and fellowship.  There was also a log scout 

house on the property.  Loyce and Bill Collenback were charter members of the 
congregation.  I was called to be the pastor in August of 1973. 
 

Since that time, we started a new congregation in Converse, Texas with Gary Edens as the 
organizing pastor.  This group met in homes at first and then purchased an old dance hall 

to convert to a sanctuary.  For several years, Genesis Christian Church was active, alive 
and well, and Pat Tucker who was ordained in Western Hills was a member of that 

organizing new church. 
 

Shortly, after the Converse new church start, Dean Rogers was called to start another San 
Antonio new church start, and the result of the beginning of two new congregations, one on 

the northeast side of town (Rolling Oaks CC) and another on the northwest side on Vance 
Jackson (University CC), just about the time Western Hills was in the planning process to 

relocate at our present location.  Then we had a new church start near Sea World.  John 
Prochaska was called to be the organizing pastor, but this one struggled with a housing 

market crash and folded.  Next came the new church start in Bulverde (Hill Country CC) in 
1996.  Ross Richardson was the organizing pastor.  The organizing service was the last 

Sunday of that year.  The organizing congregation first met in homes near Spring Branch, 
then at a church camp in Bulverde, then a house in downtown Bulverde, next a middle 

school and the first service in a Party House on 281.  After a year, property on Highway 45 

was purchased and a new church structure was built.  (Maybe not in exactly that order, but 
I was involved in that new church start after resigning at Western Hills.) 
 

Nearly all of our organizing pastors attended new church start training sponsored and 
financed by our special Pentecost Offering.  New church starts are a struggle, but that is 

where most of our growth occurs.  Most of the pastors start at low income levels until the 
congregations grow and can swing most of the financial weight.  That’s why our giving is so 

important.  So dig deep on May 16 and 23.  Send your $20 check to the church and 
designate your special “above and beyond your regular giving offering” to “Pentecost 

Outreach Offering.” -  Rev. Harold Guess 


