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Empowering Christ-Centered Lives 

 As we approach Easter Sunday 2021 I think we have a lot of good 
reasons to celebrate.  We may even be feeling more joy than usual this 
year considering how far we’ve come since last Easter.  Last Easter we 
were just a month into the pandemic.  Churches were closed, we were all 
sheltering at home and the entire city was shut down.  There was a lot of 
uncertainty and fear about how bad things were going to get.  Last year on 
Easter Sunday I preached to an empty sanctuary while many of you 
watched our service online at home.  It was still a special day and the 
message of Christ’s resurrection was still good news but it was hard not to 
notice that some of the joy was missing.  We still had the love of Christ in 
our hearts but we had a lot of other things on our minds.   
 

 I think what we’ve been through makes this year’s Easter especially 
meaningful.  As we climb out of this pandemic and as we see the health of 
our population steadily improving we can see evidence of God’s renewing 
work all around us.  When we consider where we were and where we are 
today we can see that the same resurrection power that was at work in the 
life of Jesus has been alive and working in our lives too.  For many of us 
this Easter is likely to hold a little more hope, a little more joy, a little more 
excitement than usual.  Easter this year may be a little more real because 
resurrection isn’t just an abstract idea we talk about, it’s something that 
we’ve lived. 

 
 We invite you to come and be part of our Maundy 
Thursday service at 6:30 pm and we hope to see you again 
on Sunday for worship at 10:40 am.  And if you’d like to 
come early at 10:00 you can enjoy a breakfast taco or two!  
Hope to see you there. Happy Easter and I’ll look forward to 
seeing you in church! 
      Brent 



 

 

Teddy Ibarra 
Kathy Speer 
Family & Friends of Eric Elder 
Jeremy Burgess 
Goodman Family 
Family of Doris Collier 
Family of Edna Cromwell 
Family of Bob Edwards 
 

 Please Pray For:                     

Prayer requests for family and 
friends will be listed for four weeks.  
If you feel they should be listed 
longer, please let us know and we 
will be happy to do so.   
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SUNDAY MORNING 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
10:40 AM 

 
Worship Leader 

 

  4 Apr Bill Mann 

11 Apr Bryan Edwards 

18 Apr Jennifer Edwards 

25 Apr Bernie Frausto 

 

 

BIBLE BOOK 

FOR  
 

APRIL 

MATTHEW 

 

Mark your Calendar 
 

April 1      6:30PM Maundy Thursday Service 
April 2     Good Friday 
April 4  10:00AM Easter Breakfast 
   10:40AM Easter Service 

  
    



 

 
SPECIAL EASTER OFFERING HEADED OUR WAY 

 
 

 
 

Sunday, April 4th is Easter Sunday, and Western Hills Christian Church will join other 
Disciples of Christ congregations in receiving a special outreach offering.  I’ve 

sometimes wondered how we decided to receive the six special outreach offerings each 

year. 
 

In the early 1900's congregations grew weary of the continued developmental officers 
and individual missionaries hitting them up for money.  There were 15 different special 

offerings every year.  So a task force met to narrow that down to four special offerings 
that supported all the various ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  In 

1935 the name of the organized funding was Unified Promotion.  In the late 1970's it 
was named Basic Mission Finance, and in 2005 the four special offerings (Easter, 

Pentecost, Thanksgiving and Christmas) were organized under Disciples Missions 
Fund.  There are about 20 different agencies of the Christian Church that divide the 

offerings on a percentage basis.  The two highest recipients are Disciple Home Missions 
supporting places like Inman Christian Center here in San Antonio, Southwest Good 

Samaritan Ministries in Los Fresnos, Texas, and the Division of Overseas Ministries 
which supports our foreign mission work.  The four different offerings emphasize 

different ministries.  You can search Google for disciplesmissionfund.org and learn more 

than you ever dreamed. 
 

The Easter Offering, received by most congregations on March 28 and April 4, 2021, 
supports several of the general ministries of the Christian Church. Your gift supports 

college students in leadership development programs, global mission partners, health 
and social service ministries, the formation of new congregations, support for pastors 

and chaplains, and so much more.   I went through TCU paying half the tuition simply 
because the Christian Church outreach offerings paid the other half of pre-ministerial 

students’ tuition.  Then in seminary, a time when many students are marrying, starting 
families, serving weekends in congregations and going to class during the week, our 

special offerings were making that possible.  Brent would not be here without 
it.  Neither would I.  (Please don’t hold it against the offering because of us!) 

 
You can write your check to Western Hills Christian Church and designate it “Easter 

Outreach Offering.”  Because of the pandemic and the drastic change in our worship 

practices, we will not have special offering envelopes.  Just write your check and put it 
in the offering plate or send it to the church as you normally do. 

 
One more note.  Our Week of Compassion Offering (which is one of two “special 

designated” offering along with the September’s Reconciliation offering) was $360 and 
was matched with an equal amount, a total of $720. 
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http://disciplesmissionfund.org

