
journey. But the second morning these jungle tribesmen refused to move. For 
some strange reason they just sat and rested. When asked as to the reason for 
this strange behavior, the traveler was informed that they had gone too fast the 
first day, and that they were now waiting for their souls to catch up with their 
bodies.

Lettie Cowman concludes the story with these words: “This whirling rushing 
life which so many of us live does for us what that first march did for those poor 
jungle tribesmen. The difference: they knew what they needed to restore life’s 
balance; too often we do not.”

This story is a great illustration for where I am in ministry. I began this road 
in 1996, as a college freshman, when I took my first job as a part time youth 
director at Blanchard United Methodist Church. Since that time, I have always 
been employed by the United Methodist Church to do ministry in some manner. 
I’ve worked in children’s ministry, full time youth ministry, at the Circle of Care 
Boy’s Ranch, associate pastor, senior pastor of a two point charge, all the way 
up to this day. As of this publication, I have been your pastor for seven years!  
It’s hard to believe sometimes that I have been in ministry of some kind for 26 
years! I’ve loved every year of it. But full disclosure, I feel like I can identify with 
those tribesmen. I feel like I’ve gone so fast that I need to pause and wait for my 
soul to catch up to my body. 

Our Staff Parish Relations Committee, along with our District Superinten-
dent, has so graciously offered me a sabbatical. I will be taking that sabbatical 
from July 1-31, 2022.  This is different from a vacation. I will be completely un-
plugging from the church.  Another way to say it is that I will not be your pastor 
for those 31 days. I already grieve that I will miss many things that happen in 
the life of the church that month like youth mission trips, and swim parties, 
worship services, and celebrations.  It also means that I may possibly not be 
available to do a funeral for a congregation member if the need arises.  But I 
need your support. I still have many years of the ministry journey before me and 
if I will have the strength to be who God needs me to be, I need to step away for 
a short while and let my soul catch up to my body. Everything is ok, I just need 
to catch my breath. 

I’m so grateful for this amazing church. I’m so proud of all the ministry we 
have done and will do together. I have full confidence that our new Director of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministry, Gunnar Mangrum, along with our incredible 
staff and laity, will lead well in my absence and I look forward to returning ready 
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Lettie Cowman shares in her book, Springs in the Valley, a 
powerful story about the need for rest. In the deep jungles of 
Africa, a traveler was making a long trek. He found some vol-
unteers from a local tribe that would help him carry his load 
to a destination a few days away. The first day they marched 
rapidly and went far. The traveler had high hopes of a speedy 

(See Youth Sunday Photos,
 Page 5)
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Carol Baker, Editor
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

109 S. Harper, Poteau, OK 74953
Telephone 918-647-2217

e-mail: adminassistant@poteaufumc.com
website: www.poteaufumc.com

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Bishop Rev. Jimmy Nunn
District Superintendent Rev. Larry Bauman
Senior Pastor Rev. Jim Perkin
Director of Music Ministries Mary Lynn Perkin
Director of Youth and Young Adults Gunnar Mangrum
Director of Children’s Ministries Suzanne Klutts
Administrative Assistant Melissa Ward
Lead Nursery Attendant Jayla Craig
Organist/Pianist Bill King
Facility Manager Phil Smith

District web page: www.gbgm-umc.org/mc-dist/

JUNE CALENDAR
• SUNDAYS •

In-Person Morning Worship and
Live On-Line Worship, 10:30 a.m.

Youth Group, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
• WEDNESDAY •

Handbell Practice, 5:45 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

• • •
  2 Dinners With Love, 5 p.m.
  5 Ron and Marsha Cofer’s 50th Anniversary 

Celebration, Come and Go 1-3 p.m., in the 
Family Life Center (RSVP Kim 918-429-3117 
or Kyle 405-625-3433)

13-17 Camp Egan for Youth
16 Dinners With Love, 5 p.m.
20 Finance Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
27-30 Vacation Bible School, 9 a.m. to 12 noon
27 Trustees Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
30 Dinners With Love, 5 p.m.

Prayer List (As of May 29, 2022)
To add or remove a name call 918-647-2217.
 Health: Diana Adams, Peggy Adams, Laton Alli-

son, John Anderson, Melanie Anderson, Wanda An-
derson, Astarte Baker, Kathy Baker, Lisa Barnes, Si-
las Blanchard, Steven Blaylock, Caren Bogart, Clint 
Bradshaw, Cindy Brody, Ed Brody, Sterling Brook-
field, Jeff Burton, Peggy Carey, Perry Carter, Timothy 
Clary, Audra Cooper, Pam Cox, Cynthia Crane, Ben 
Curtis, Jim Davis, Janet DeSpain, Emily Elkins, Cliff 
England, Brooke Gardezi, Jaclyn Goins, Bipriano 
Gonzalez, Connie Hancock, Joe Hardy, Sandy Har-
ris, Jeremiah Hays, Heston Himes, Holt Howard, Mary 
Howard, Clinton Howell, Allen Inge, Donna Jackson, 
Dorothy Gail James, Everett Johnson, Kevin Johnson, 
Teri Johnson, Terri Jones, Tasha Arnette Kane, Jane 
Kilgore, Ted Kilgore, Rope King, Colton Knight, Ron 
Knight, Vicki LaGrand, Laura Simpson Lawless, Lloyd 
Lee, Arlene LeMaster, Lincoln Lester, Arlene Logan, 
Madi Long, Ty Mackey, Emily Maranto, Deanna Means, 
Keith Miller, Marlene McDonald, Patricia Ogden, Jan-
na Owens, Kevin Payne, George Perkin, Arielle Perry, 
Jeremy Quarry, Freda Reed, Case Reese, Lucy Rich-
mond, Phineas Riddley, Kimberley Ritter, Kathy Rob-
ertson, Joseph Sabatucci Jr., Angie Shaw, Jim Shore, 
Barbara Smedley, Blake Standridge, Earl Steinmetz, 
Katie Strider, Madison Stuckey, Peggy Talley, Raegan 
Thomas, Gunnar Thompson, Mark Tillotson, Ed To-
land, Linda Vise, Darren Ward, Barbara Wheeler, Lori 
Yarberry.

Bereavement: The Families of Curtis James and 
Anita Barber (sister of Ron Cofer).

Law Enforcement: Robert and Danielle Brennand, 
Robert M. Brennand, Jr., Brandon Durant, Bailey 
Hahn, Zack Hall, Kyle Kinman, Blake Wilson, and all 
our military and law enforcement men and women.

Poteau F.U.M.C. Report for April 2022
Average Attendance for April: 171

2022 Budget Requirements: $380,000.00
Needed through April: $126,666.67
Year to Date Received: $117,414.01

April Received: $30,051.25
April Expenditures: $38,538.26

ACOLYTES

WELCOME TABLE

HEAD USHERS

LITURGIST

  5 Pastor Jim Perkin
12 Tami Matos
19 Suzanne Klutts
26 Mary Lynn Perkin

  5 Annie Martin and Ellie Martin
12  Sam Martin and Riley Sampson
19 Lillie Martin and Oliver Wiersig
26 Hammond Yandell and Vincent Stout

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS

For June: Janet Sockey and Judy Peerson

For June: Bill and Linda Lancaster

For June: Grant Thomas

MORNING WORSHIP
You can watch the morning worship service 

live at www.poteaufumc.com or past worship 
services anytime at www.poteaufumc.com



Poteau FUMC now has a Memorial Garden 
which was established in March 2020 and 
provides two different spaces to honor and/
or lay to rest church members and their im-
mediate families.  The Memorial Garden area 
houses a Columbarium and a Memorial Wall. 

A Columbarium is a structure with recessed 
niches behind a granite wall that serves as a 
place for church members to inurn the cre-
mains of loved ones.  For many people the 
church is central to their lives and this al-
lows them to lay their loved ones to rest on 
the property of the church.  This also allows 
surviving family members a place to visit their 
loved one often when they are at the church. 

Of course, cremation is not for everyone, 
however you may still want to memorialize 
someone you love in the memorial garden.  For 
that purpose, there is also a memorial wall.  
This wall looks very similar to the columbar-
ium however it holds no niches.  A space can 
be engraved for you or your family member 
who is buried elsewhere. 

Choosing a columbarium niche is a simple 
process and our church office can help you 
along the way.  Many people find that crema-
tion and inurnment in a columbarium is sub-
stantially less than choosing a casket, burial 
site, and marker.  Choosing and reserving 
a columbarium niche for you or a loved one 
makes the process much more simple for your 
surviving relatives.   The urn, engraving, and 
niche are all included in the reservation price 
and there will be no more to pay even if prices 
increase in the future. 

Stop by or call the church office today to 
receive more information or to reserve your 
niche or a place on the memorial wall.

to drive you all crazy with making you think about 
things and offering new ministry possibilities once 
again.

I will be around the entire month of June (with 
the exception of possibly attending church camp 
the 13th-18th) so if you have any questions about 
what a Sabbatical is or why I’m taking one, please 
don’t hesitate to ask!

I love y’all and I love being your pastor!
On the journey with you,

Pastor Jim Perkin
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(Pastor to People, continued from page 1)

• Special Music •

?? Did You Know?

Upper Room Devotionals
The Upper Room devotionals are available 

for May/June.
The devotional guides are provided for you by 

the church and can be found on the table outside 
the sanctuary. Be sure and pick one up to ac-
company your daily Bible study.

We are going to start back with 
our Monthly Mission Collections 
from the congregation. For June 
and July, we will be collecting new 

• Missions Report •
By JoLynn Dixon

If you desire the church’s prayer chain 
to pray for you, make your request 
known by contacting the church office at 
918-647-2217.

or gently used shoes to help with the VBS service 
project.  Baskets will be located in the Narthex for 
your donations – and as always, monetary contri-
butions are appreciated.

Jim Fesperman
sang for us on 

May 29.
“The Old Rugged 
Cross Made the

Difference.”



  2 R.L. Sockey, Jr.  
  3 Michael Preston
  6 Lindsay Crane
  7 Debby Jarrett
  8 Suzanne Klutts
  9 Clifford England
10 Hattie Jo Hancock
13 Mary Lynn Perkin, Phyllis Roberts, Stacey 

Roberts, Darrell Plummer, Jr.
16 Nikki Wigginton, Kenny Whitehead, Kyle Holt
17 Robin Mason
18 Jon Gaston
20 Keith Thomas 
21 Mary-Catherine Hallmark, Sisnie Brookfield
22 Vicki Mason
23 Gene Wheat
24 Angie Culwell
25 Connor Matos
26 Victoria Nichols
28 Linda Brown, Jesse Barnes
30 Patrick Ford
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June Anniversaries

June Bir thdays  

  4 Bill and Suzanne King
  5 Ron and Marsha Cofer
  6 Gene and Dana Wheat
  8 Brian and Katie Shore
14 Dennis and Missy Alexander
15 Buddy and Pat Shelton
18 Ronnie and Becky Bell
21 Kevin and Joni Griffith
24 Ronnie and Christy Oehlschlager
25 Ben and Judy Curtis
28 Jim and Kathy Fesperman

SERVING:
• June 2
• June 16
• June 30

In June of last year with just a few friends, some 
leftover funds from Senior Café, and the belief 
that we could make a difference in our communi-
ty, Dinners with Love was born. It has blossomed 
from Sloppy Joes that only reached two people 
to feeding at times over 100. If you are hungry… 
come and eat is the message of this mission.

Dinners with Love is now organized into three 
cook teams with two delivery drivers for each 
team. These are carry-out hot meals containing 
an entree, a side and a dessert as well as bottled 
water. Each delivery team sees that our elderly or 
ill church family members have a meal. Dinners 
with Love serves every other Thursday from 5 to 6 
p.m. June dates are 2, 16, 30.

Volunteers are the power and spirit that make 
this mission happen. We have great volunteers 
who have brought Dinners with Love to life. The 
cooks add a bit of love and a smile with each meal 
they serve and the delivery drivers drop off each 
meal with a kind word and a, “Hey! How are you?”. 
Besides our cooks and drivers, we have numerous 
people who bake two dozen cookies and brownies 
every two weeks to feed this mission.  Our church 

volunteers are 
wonderful.

We lost an 
amazing volun-
teer a few months 
ago. One of our 
best cooks, friend 
and just a love-
ly lady, Barbara 
Harris will be 
truly missed. She 
loved to cook and 

she loved to help others.
This mission is possible because of the monetary 

donation to Dinners with Love from our church 
family. Through your gifts Dinners with Love will 
continue and will hopefully grow even larger.

As always if you feel a calling for this work, 
please do not hesitate, the rewards are great and 
the work is light. Just come join us. We always 
need you.

Thank you for making this a great year. It takes 
everyone to make a success story and this church 
did it!

Our love and sympathy is extended to the fami-
lies of Curtis James and Anita Barber (Ron Cofer’s 
sister) who passed away since the last newslet-
ter.

Our Love and Sympathy

Baleigh Long and
daughter, Indie Shae 

Long at Indie’s
Pink Basket Day.
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• Young Adults •

Youth and Young Adults
By Gunnar Mangrum, Director of Youth

and Young Adults

Youth group is for grades 6th-
12th every Sunday at 5:00 p.m. 
Come eat, hang out, and see what 
it means to be apart of the body 

• Youth •

of Christ and the FUMC Poteau youth group! 
Between the un-birthday party, Youth Sunday, 
and the lock-in I would say it’s honestly been a 
blast getting to hang out with our youth the past 
two months. I appreciate you guys for being all 
in and faithful when it comes to this church and 
your friends! Reminder: Camp Egan is coming up 
from June 13th through the 17th. 6th through 
12th grade is the age group and sign ups are in 
the foyer (be sure to register online). We are also 
about to start VBS this month so get ready! As 
always contact me if you have any questions or 
concerns! 

Hey everyone! The young adult ministry is a bit 
hard to define. Our age group is probably from 
about 20-40 but if you feel like joining us then 
please do! Young adults are in different walks of 
life across the board. As the young adult leader 
here at FUMC Poteau, I would really love to start 
a small group for the young adults and see where 
it leads. I will be reaching out for support soon! 
We would love to have a solid crew involved in our 
young adult ministry. That being said, Don’t be 
afraid to reach out to me and know that I look for-
ward to seeing what God will do with this group!
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Senior Sunday Recognition
and Brunch

Jace Renteria, Gracyn Thompson, and Riley Gastelum
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Baptism for Gilly Mangrum

Baptism for Hudson Hancock

Gilly Mangrum was baptized on May 8, 2022. 
He is the son of Gunnar and Grace Mangrum.

Hudson Hancock was baptized on May 22, 
2022. He is the son of Brad and Kelsey Han-
cock.

The last day of Preschool for this 
year was Thursday, May 26, 2022! 
The Preschool students got a sweet 

By Tracey Gilliam, Preschool Director

United Methodist Church Preschool

treat from the Lil Ice-Cream truck this month. 
Have a wonderful summer! Preschool will begin 
again on August 15th, 2022.
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Children’s 
Moments 

in
Worship

By Suzanne Klutts

Come join us at Vacation Bible 
School for a “Monumental” adven-
ture. We will learn about the life of 
Joseph, seeing God’s awesomeness. 
The kids will form a rock-solid  faith 

for their road ahead. 
VBS will be June 27-30  from 9 a.m. to noon. 

You can register on the church website or grab a 
form at church! Come be a part of this fun week, 
as a student, helper or leader!

JAM IS OVER FOR THE SUMMER 
The photo below was on the last day. Watch for 

enrollment dates for the start of the next semes-
ter. Have a great summer!

• Children’s Ministry •

Children’s Sermons

for May during 

morning worship 

were presented by:

Gunnar Mangrum

Tami Matos

Lexe Pickle

Mary Lynn Perkin

Suzanne Klutts


