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Order for the Worship of God 
The Lord’s Day, December 12, 2021 

The Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Greeting, Welcome and Announcements 
 

Silent Preparation:  Colossians 9:16-17 (ESV) -16 Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or 

deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him.  

Choral Introit: “And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all 

flesh      

  shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has     

      spoken (it).” Isaiah 40:5 

 

Call to Worship: Psalm 67 
  

Hymn #345, “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”, (John Newton, 1779) 
 
Responsive Reading:  Psalm 112, Hymnal p. 826 
 
Hymn #208, “O Come, All Ye Faithful”, (John F. Wade, 1751) 
 
Corporate Prayer of Confession: 

 
Almighty and most merciful Father, we are thankful that your mercy is 
higher than the heavens, wider than our wanderings, deeper than all 

our sin. Forgive our careless attitudes toward your purposes, 
our refusal to relieve the suffering of others, our envy of those who 
have more than we have, our obsession with creating a life of constant 

pleasure, our indifference to the treasures of heaven, our neglect of 
your wise and gracious law. Help us to change our way of life so that 
we may desire what is good, love what you love, and do what you 
command, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Silent Confession 
Declaration of God’s Forgiveness 

  



 

 

Amazing Love, (Graham Kendrick) 

(1)  My Lord, what love is this that pays so dearly? That I, the guilty one 
may go free. (Chorus) 
(Chorus) Amazing love, O what sacrifice. The Son of God, giv'n for me; 

My debt He pays and my death He dies. That I might live, that I might 
live. 
(2) And so they watched Him die, despised, rejected; But O the blood 
He shed flowed for me (Refrain) 
(3)  And now this love of Christ shall flow like rivers; Come wash your 
guilt away, live again. (Refrain) 
 

Affirmation of Faith: The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 

XXV, Of the Church, Par. II & III, Hymnal p. 863.  
     
We Pray for Christ’s Church and the World 
 
Worship through Tithes & Offerings  
(Parents may dismiss their children 3, 4, or 5 years old to participate in our Children’s 

Prayer, Teaching, and Worship Time in our Prayer Chapel) 

 
Hymn #731, “Doxology”, (Thomas Ken, 1709) 

 
The Reading and Proclamation of the Word 

 Old Testament Reading:  Psalm 23 
 New Testament Reading: John 10:7-11 
 
Hymn #520, “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”, (Nikolaus Ludwig von 

Zinzendorf, 1739) 
 

Sermon: Acts 9:32-35, “Faith and Repentance” - Rev. Lou Tiscione 
     
Hymn #211, “God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen”  
 
Benediction 
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Acts 9:32-35 

Faith and Repentance 
The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione 

Passage Summary: Peter went to Lydda, declared that Christ heals to 

a paralytic who was immediately made well resulting in the residents 
turning to Jesus Christ. 

I. 9:32 (Mission): After Saul left, Peter went to believers who 

lived in a town called Lydda. 

A. Lydda, apx 30 NW of Jerusalem 

B. Lydda the Ancient city of Lod was located on the plain 

of Sharon. 

C. Peter went… a picture of Jesus’ commission “Go…,” Mt. 

28:19, to the “saints” believers (tous hagious). 

II. 9:33-34 (Miracle): Peter saw a man who was paralyzed 

and bedridden for eight years and said, “Christ heals you.”  

A. Aeneas, paralyzed and bedridden for 8 yrs. 

B. “Jesus Christ heals (iatai, Present Tense) 

1. Jesus not Peter healed the man 

2. Luke recorded the present tense stating a fact of 

life in Christ. 

C. Paraphrase for emphasis, Jesus heals now move on in 

Him, another statement of fact for those in Christ. 

III. 9:35 (Witness): The residents saw the healed man and 

turned to Jesus Christ. 

A. The purpose of the miracle was to point to Christ. 

1. Miracles are supernatural occurrences, 

unexplainable by natural means. Jn. 3:2, only God 

can do miracles! 

2. The miracles recorded in Scripture are authentic.  

B. The residents saw the man and “turned” (epestrephan) 

to Jesus. 

1. Turn from= Repentance = Change of mind, turn 

from evil. (Acknowledge sin, contrition for sin, and 

turn from sin), 2Cor. 10:7 

2. Turn to= Faith = trusting in Jesus Christ (Know 

the truth, assent to the truth, and rely upon, and 

trust in the truth), Heb. 11:1-39 

Application: Luke recorded the power of God, the Holy Spirit, building 
His church! 

• Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, and you will be my witnesses…”  

• Rom. 1:16, “… the gospel…  is the power of God for 

salvation…” 

• Believer don’t allow circumstances in this life to paralyze you. 

Remember “Jesus Christ heals you!”  

• You are a witness of the power of God to save through the 

good news of the Person and Work of Christ. 


