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Order for the Worship of God  
The Lord’s Day, October 24, 2021 

 
Silent Preparation: “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes 
out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that 
which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”  
Isaiah 55:10-11 (ESV) 
 
 

Call to Worship: “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God  
    will stand forever.” Isaiah 40:8 (ESV) 

 
 
Hymn #94 “How Firm a Foundation” 
 
 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 119: 89-112  Hymnal p. 830 
 
 
Corporate Prayer of Confession: Most merciful God, who art of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity, and hast promised forgiveness to all those who confess 

and forsake their sins; we come before Thee in a humble sense of our own 

unworthiness, acknowledging our manifold transgressions of Thy righteous laws. 
But, O gracious Father, who desirest not the death of a sinner, look upon us, we 
beseech Thee, in mercy, and forgive us all our transgressions. Make us deeply 
sensible of the great evil of them; and work in us a hearty contrition; that we 
may obtain forgiveness at Thy hands, who art every ready to receive humble 
and penitent sinners; for the sake of Thy Son Jesus Christ, our only Savior and 
Redeemer. Amen. 

 
 Silent Confession and the Declaration of God’s Forgiveness 
 

 
“Ancient Words” 

1. Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world. They resound with 
God's own heart. O let the ancient words impart 

2. Words of life words of hope. Give us strength help us cope. In this world 
where'er we roam. Ancient words will guide us home 
Chorus: Ancient words ever true Changing me changing you We 
have come with open hearts O let the ancient words impart 

3. Holy words of our faith Handed down to this age Came to us through 
sacrifice O heed the faithful words of Christ. 

4. Martyr's blood stains each page. They have died for this faith. Hear them 
cry through the years Heed these words and hold them dear. 
(ENDING) 
We have come with open hearts O let the ancient words impart 
O let the ancient words impart. 

  



 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith: The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter I, Par. VI,  

“Of the Holy Scripture” Hymnal P. 848/9 
 
 
We Pray for Christ’s Church and the World 
 
 
Worship through Tithes & Offerings  
(Parents may dismiss their children 3, 4, or 5 years old to participate in our Children’s Prayer, 
Teaching, and Worship Time in our Prayer Chapel) 

 

 
Hymn #731 “The Doxology” 
 

 
 
Reading and Proclamation of the Word 
Old Testament Reading:  Psalm 18:37-50  
New Testament Reading: Hebrews 10:29-31 

 

 
Hymn #108 “Whate’er My God Ordains Is Right” 

 

 
Sermon: Acts 8:4-8 “Sufficiency”, The Rev. Lou Tiscione 
 
 
Hymn #347 “The Church’s One Foundation” 
 

 
 

 
Benediction 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music copied by permission of CCLI #2642563 

  



Acts 8:4-8 
Sufficiency 

Persecution provided greater opportunities to proclaim the truth in 

concert with the Holy Spirit which brought great joy.  

The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione 
 

I. 8:4-5 (Proclamation): Those disciples who were scattered because 

of persecution preached the word as they went including Philip who 

preached to a Samaritan Town.  

A. The disciples who were Greek speaking fled to Judea and 

Samaria because of the persecution that began in Jerusalem, Cf. 

8:1 

B. The disciples’ behavior was described by a participle, ekeroussen 

= proclaiming the word (ton logon), Cf. Mt. 28:19 “Go…” 

(poreuthente, Aor. Participle) 

1. The word = the Incarnate Word/the truth 

2. Philip likewise proclaimed, “the Christ,” the Person and Work 

of Christ, the gospel. 

C. The city of Samaria – Sebaste although re-settled by Herod the 

Great with Hellenists; or Gitta and/or Shechem both inhabited 

by Samaritans… 

II. 8:6-7 (Power): Philip’s preaching was heard and was accompanied 

by miraculous signs done by him. 

A. The hearers were “attentive,” Cf.  

B. Those who were attentive saw “signs” (semeia, signs point to… 

part of the Apostolic age – not normative today) 

1. Physical healings (paralyzed, lame healed) 

2. Spiritual healings (demons driven out) 

III. 8:8 (Joy): The word preached brought much joy to that city. 

A. “Joy” Xara, also means gladness and happiness 

B. What was this “joy” that Luke recorded? Cf. Gal. 5:22 a “fruit 

(evidence) of the indwelling Spirit;” Lk. 2:10-11, “good news of 

great joy” of the Savior, Christ, the Lord. 

 
Application: This short narrative is a word picture of the Great Commission 
given by Jesus before His Ascension in glory, Mt. 28:18-20. These disciples 
under dire circumstances took the word of God with them, proclaiming it and 
God demonstrated His presence with them by “signs” which both validated what 

was preached and gave assurance of Jesus’ words that He would be with them 
“always, to the end of the age.” Mt. 28:20 This is the Mission Jesus gave to His 
Church for all time! We proclaim the all-sufficient Word of God! The results 
belong to God alone! 


