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Order for the Worship of God  
The Lord’s Day, May 15, 2022 

 
 
Silent Preparation: “And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived 
children by one man, our forefather Isaac, though they were not yet born and 
had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election 
might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls— she was 
told, “The older will serve the younger.”  As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but 

Esau I hated.” What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no 
means! For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” So then it depends not on 
human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. For the Scripture says to 

Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my 
power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”  So then 

he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.”   
       Romans 9:10-18 
 
 
Call to Worship: Isaiah 6:1-7       
  
 

“Come, Now Is the Time to Worship” Brian Doerksen 

 
Chorus: Come, now is the time to worship. Come, now is the time to 
give your heart. Come, just as you are to worship. Come, just as you are 
before your God. Come. 
 
Verse 1: One day every tongue will confess You are God. One day every knee 

will bow. Still the greatest treasure remains for those who gladly choose You 
now. (Chorus) 
 
Verse 2: Willingly we choose to surrender our lives. Willingly our knees will bow. 
With all our heart soul mind and strength we gladly choose You now. (Chorus) 

 

Ending: Come, come, just as you are, come, come. 
 
  
Responsive Reading: Psalm 23, Hymnal p. 791 
 
 
Hymn #679 “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Corporate Prayer of Confession: Great God in heaven, forgive us for daily  

breaking your commandments. Forgive us for not loving you as you command 
and for not loving our neighbor as we love ourselves. Indeed, all of our 
righteousness is as filthy rags before your holy throne. But we praise and thank 
you Heavenly Father, that you have accounted us as righteous by the perfect 
righteousness of Christ our Lord. We praise and thank you for your gospel; for 
the good news of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. We pray all of this in His 
blessed and holy name. Amen.   

 
Silent Confession and the Declaration of God’s Forgiveness 
 

Hymn #534 “O for a Closer Walk with God” 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith: Belgic Confession (Article 25)  
   “The Fulfillment of the Law”    
 
We believe that the ceremonies and symbols of the law have ended with the 
coming of Christ, and that all foreshadowings have come to an end, so that the 
use of them ought to be abolished among Christians. Yet the truth and 
substance of these things remain for us in Jesus Christ, in whom they have been 

fulfilled. Nevertheless, we continue to use the witnesses drawn from the law and 
prophets to confirm us in the gospel and to regulate our lives with full integrity 
for the glory of God, according to the will of God. 
   
 
We Pray for Christ’s Church and the World 
Worship through Tithes & Offerings  

(Parents may dismiss their children 3, 4, or 5 years old to participate in our Children’s Prayer, 
Teaching, and Worship Time in our Prayer Chapel) 

 

Hymn #732 “Doxology” 

Reading and Proclamation of the Word 
Old Testament Reading:  Psalm 39  
New Testament Reading: James 4:13-17  
 

Hymn #55 “To God Be the Glory” 
 

Sermon: Acts 14:8-18,“Soli Deo Gloria”, the Rev. Lou Tiscione 
 

Hymn #478 “I Love to Tell the Story”   

 
Benediction 

 
 
 
 

Music copied by permission of CCLI #2642563 
 



 
 

Acts 14:8-18 

“Soli Deo Gloria” 

The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione 
 

Passage Summary: Paul and Barnabas came to Lystra where Paul preached the 
word, healed a man, became objects of idolatry, called the people to repent and 
declared God’s common grace. 

I. 14:8-10 (The Miracle): Paul saw a man who was crippled from birth 
who demonstrated faith to be healed and Paul miraculously healed 

him. 
A. The man “crippled from birth” 

1. Heard Paul’s preaching 

2. “… seeing that he had faith to be made well.” 
B. Paul broadcasted a command to the man to stand! 

1. All could hear Paul’s extraordinary command. 

2. The miracle pointed to the veracity of Paul’s preaching. 
II. 14:11-13 (The Crowd’s Response): The crowd responded to the 

miracle by seeking to worship Paul and Barnabas, calling them gods. 
A. The crowd’s shocking response – idolatry! 
B. Barnabas called Zeus and Paul called Hermes because he was 

the “chief speaker” Paul now affirmed as the one leading the 
gospel mission to the Gentiles. 

C. The pagan priest prepared to offer sacrifice to Paul and 
Barnabas (sacrifice was a part of even pagan worship). 

III. 14:14-15 (The Call to Repent): Paul and Barnabas were repulsed by 
the crowd’s action, called them to repent and declared the good 
news of the God who created all things. 
A. “Tore their garments”, deep sorrow and grief over sin! 
B. “Turn to the living God (epistrephein epi theon zonta”) in other 

words, Repent and believe the gospel! 
C. Turn to the Creator of all Versus the futility of idolatry, Cf. Ex. 

20:4-6; Is. 44:9-20; 57:13 
IV. 14:16-18 (Common Grace): God extended common grace to all 

nations while patiently bearing their idolatry, yet on hearing the 
truth the people were still intent on idolatry. 

A. God demonstrated patience and extended common grace, Acts 
17:28. 

B. Creation testifies to the existence and providence of God, Ps.19. 
C. Men faced with the truth will naturally suppress it, Rom. 1:18ff 

Application: Even when the truth of God is heard and validated by a miracle 
men will still seek to worship created things rather than the Creator who 
sustains all mankind by His common grace for His glory alone! 


