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Order for the Worship of God 
The Lord’s Day, August 15, 2021 

 
Greeting, Welcome and Announcements 

 
Silent Preparation:  Lamentations 3:22-25 (ESV) -  22 The steadfast 
love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 
23 they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.24 “The LORD 
is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” 25 The LORD 
is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him. 

Call to Worship: Psalm 67:3-5 
 
Hymn #97, “We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator”, (Julia 

Cory, 1902) 
 
Responsive Reading:  Psalm 111, Hymnal pg. 826 
 
“There Is A Redeemer” (Melody & Keith Green, 1977) 

1. There is a Redeemer Jesus God's own Son Precious Lamb of 

God Messiah Holy One 

2. Jesus my Redeemer name above all names Precious Lamb of 
God Messiah O for sinners slain 

Chorus: Thank You O my Father for giving us Your Son And 
leaving Your Spirit till the work on earth is done. 

3. When I stand in glory I will see His face There I'll serve my 
King forever in that holy place (Chorus) 

4. Repeat V1: There is a Redeemer Jesus God's own Son Precious 
Lamb of God Messiah Holy One (Chorus) 

 
Corporate Prayer of Confession 

Jesus, please forgive my sins. Forgive the sins that I remember, and 
the sins I have forgotten. Forgive my many failures in the face of 
temptation, and those times when I have been stubborn in the face of 
correction. Forgive the times I have been proud of my own 
achievements and those when I have failed to boast in your works. 

Forgive the harsh judgments I have made of others, and the leniency I 
have shown myself. Forgive the lies I have told to others, and the 
truths I have avoided. Forgive me the pain I have caused others and 
the indulgence I have shown myself. Jesus, have mercy on me and 
make me whole. Amen. 

Silent Confession; Declaration of God’s Forgiveness 
 
Hymn #465, “Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord” (Julia Johnston, 1910) 
 

 
 



 

 

Affirmation of Faith: Belgic Confession (1561) Article 8: The 

Trinity  
In keeping with this truth and Word of God we believe in one God, who 
is one single essence, in whom there are three persons, really, truly, 

and eternally distinct according to their incommunicable properties—
namely, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Father is the 
cause, origin, and source of all things, visible as well as invisible. The 
Son is the Word, the Wisdom, and the image of the Father. The Holy 
Spirit is the eternal power and might, proceeding from the Father and 
the Son. Nevertheless, this distinction does not divide God into 
three, since Scripture teaches us that the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit each has his own subsistence distinguished by 

characteristics— yet in such a way that these three persons are only 
one God. It is evident then that the Father is not the Son and that the 
Son is not the Father, and that likewise the Holy Spirit is neither the 
Father nor the Son. Nevertheless, these persons, thus distinct, are 
neither divided nor fused or mixed together. For the Father did not 

take on flesh, nor did the Spirit, but only the Son. The Father was 
never without his Son, nor without his Holy Spirit, since all these are 
equal from eternity, in one and the same essence. 
There is neither a first nor a last, for all three are one in truth and 
power, in goodness and mercy. 
 

Prayers for Christ’s Church and the World 

 
Worship through Tithes & Offerings  
 (Parents may dismiss their children 3, 4, or 5 years old to participate in our 

Children’s  Prayer, Teaching, and Worship Time in our Prayer Chapel) 

 
Hymn #731, “Doxology” 
 
 
The Reading and Proclamation of the Word 
 Old Testament Reading:  Psalm 10 

 New Testament Reading: Romans 2:1-5 
 
Hymn #305 “Arise, My Soul, Arise” (C. Wesley, 1742) 

 
Sermon: Acts 6:8-15, “Wisdom and the Holy Spirit” - Rev. Lou 
Tiscione 
 

Hymn #180, “I Will Sing the Wondrous Story” (Frances H. Rowley, 1886) 
  
 

Benediction 

 

 
      Music copied by permission of CCLI #2642563 

 
 
  



 

 

Acts 6:8-15 

“Wisdom and the Holy Spirit” 

The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione 

Passage Summary: Stephen boldly proclaimed the truth and was empowered to do signs 

and wonders which began an open dispute with the Jews who charged him with 

blasphemy, demanding his judgment by the Sanhedrin who witnessed God’s reflected 

glory in Stephen’s face. 

I. 6:8 (Boldness): Stephen, on of the seven ordained deacons was 

empowered to do wonders and signs among the people of Jerusalem. 

A. Stephen, ordained as a Deacon, was known to be full of the Spirit and 

faith. 

B. Stephen went to those outside of the believing community. 

II. 6:9 (Disputation): Jews who were members of various synagogues in 

Jerusalem began disputing with Stephen. 

A. Members of Synagogues in Jerusalem 

1. Freedmen, formerly Roman slaves who had been given their 

freedom – the likely place in which Stephen ministered. 

2. Cyrenians and Alexandrians, Jews from parts of Africa now 

living in Jerusalem, having formed separate congregations 

3. Cilicia and Asia, Jews from parts of Asia now living in 

Jerusalem and members of their own synagogues. 

B. Dispute – (suzeteo, also argue) – An argument arose between the 

Jews and Stephen. 

III. 6:10-12 (Sanhedrin): The central ruling body of the Jews was forced to 

judge Stephen’s alleged blasphemy after instigators stirred up the crowd. 

A. Stephen demonstrated the wisdom of God and the power of the Holy 

Spirit, Cf. Acts 1:8. 

B. The irony of the false charge - blasphemy is to speak against God, yet 

Stephen spoke God’s words 

IV. 6:13-14 (Law): Stephen was charged with speaking against the Law and 

the Temple by those who ironically violated the 9th commandment. 

A. The charge brought against Stephen was a violation of the 9th 

Commandment, Ex. 20:16; Dt. 19:15-21. 

B. Stephen spoke of the Person and Work of Christ. 

1. Jesus’ prophecy of the Temple’s destruction, Lk. 21:6 

2. Jesus declared His bodily resurrection in 3 days, Jn. 2:19ff. 

V. 6:15 (Glory): Stephen’s face reflected the glory of God as a messenger 

sent from Him. 

A. Messengers of God = Angels sent from the throne of God reflect the 

glory of God, Cf. Judges 13:3-6 

B. This reflection of God’s glory testified to the truth proclaimed by 

Stephen, Cf. 2Pt. 1:16-21. 

Application: I note that Luke specifically included Stephen’s ministry “among the 

people”. Here was a man ordained to minister to the physical needs of the Church who 

proceeded outside of the Church, even hostile territory, and proclaimed the truth of Jesus 

Christ. We learn: 

1. The Power of God’s word 

2. The Sufficiency of God’s word. 

3. The Presence of God as His word is proclaimed. 

4. The conviction of the Holy Spirit through the proclamation of God’s word. 


