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Order for the Worship of God 
The Lord’s Day, August 8, 2020 

 
Greeting, Welcome and Announcements 

 
Silent Preparation:  John 17:13-19 (ESV) -  13 But now I am coming to 
you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy 
fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them your word, and the world 
has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of 
the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that 
you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I 

am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 
18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 
19 And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be 
sanctified in truth. 

Call to Worship: Psalm 145:17-21 
 
Hymn #345, “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”, (John Newton, 1779) 

 
Responsive Reading:  Psalms 133 & 134, Hymnal pg. 834 

 
“There Is Power in the Blood”, (Lewis E. Jones, 1899) 

1. Would you be free from the burden of sin? There’s pow’r in the 
blood, pow’r in the blood; would you o’er evil a victory win? 

There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood. (Refrain) 
Refrain: There is pow’r, pow’r, Wonder-working pow’r in the 
blood of the Lamb; there is pow’r, pow’r, wonder-working 
pow’r in the precious blood of the Lamb. 

2. Would you be free from your passion and pride? There’s pow’r 
in the blood, pow’r in the blood; Come for a cleansing to 

Calvary’s tide; There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood. (Refrain) 

3. Would you be whiter, much whiter than snow? There’s pow’r in 
the blood, pow’r in the blood; Sin stains are lost in its life-
giving flow; there’s wonderful pow’r in the blood. (Refrain) 

4. Would you do service for Jesus your King? There’s pow’r in the 
blood, pow’r in the blood; would you live daily his praises to 
sing? There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood. (Refrain) 

  



 

 

Corporate Prayer of Confession 

Lord God, eternal and almighty Father: We acknowledge before thy 
holy majesty that we are poor sinners, conceived and born in guilt and 
in corruption, prone to do evil, unable of our own power to do good. 

Because of our sin, we endlessly violate thy holy commandments. But, 
O Lord, with heartfelt sorrow we repent and turn away from all our 
offenses. We condemn ourselves and our evil ways, with true sorrow 
asking that thy grace will relieve our distress. Have compassion on us, 
most gracious God, Father of mercies, for the sake of thy son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. And in removing our guilt, also grant us daily increase 
of the grace of thy Holy Spirit and produce in us the fruits of holiness 

and of righteousness pleasing in thy sight: Through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. (Adapted from John Calvin’s Geneva Liturgy, 1543) 
 
Silent Confession 
Declaration of God’s Forgiveness 
 

Hymn #76, “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” (Henry F Lyle, 1834) 
 
Affirmation of Faith: The Westminster Confession of Faith – Ch. XVI,  
 Of Good Works, Paragraph V – Hymnal pg.857  
 
Prayers for Christ’s Church and the World 

 

Worship through Tithes & Offerings  
 (Parents may dismiss their children 3, 4, or 5 years old to participate in our 

Children’s  Prayer, Teaching, and Worship Time in our Prayer Chapel) 

 
Hymn #734, “Gloria Patri” 
 
The Reading and Proclamation of the Word 
 Old Testament Reading:  Psalm 9 
 New Testament Reading: Acts 17:22-25 
 

Hymn #376 “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” (Benjamin Schmolck, 

1732) 

 
Sermon: Acts 6:1-7, “God’s Organization” - Rev. Lou Tiscione 
 
Hymn #94, “How Firm a Foundation”, (1787) 
  
Benediction 

 
 

 
 
 
 

      Music copied by permission of CCLI #2642563 
 
  



 

 

Acts 6:1-7 
God’s Organization – the Church 

The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione 
 

I. 6:1 (Problem): As the early church grew a problem arose 
causing quarreling between two groups. 
A. Hellenists = Jewish Christians 
B. Daily Distribution – Cf. Acts 2:44; 4:35 for widows, those 

without visible means of support. 
C. An evidence of “true religion”, Ja. 1:26-27 
D. The problem was two groups opposed proceeding to division, 

Cf. Rom. 16:17; 1Cor. 1:10; Phil. 2:4, 4:2 
II. 6:2-4 (Solution): The Apostles identified the problem, 

stated their main concern, and outlined a solution. 
A. The Apostles called a “congregational” meeting with a definite 

agenda of one item, to address the identified problem. 
B. The Apostles called for an election of: 

1. 7 Men out of the whole number to a ministry of 
service/addressing physical needs 

2. Regenerate men, Cf. Jn. 3:3, 5, 7 
3. “Good repute” a blameless reputation, Cf. Ex. 18:21; 

1Tim. 3:8ff.  
C. The Apostles exhorted the Church to keep the main thing the 

main thing, proclamation of the gospel. 
D. The Apostolic ministry proclamation (of the word) and prayer 

– the gospel ministry... Cf. Rom. 10:14-17; 1Cor. 2:1-2; 
2Tim. 2:15; 4:2 

III. 6:5-7 (Implementation): Seven men were chosen and 
ordained as deacons which served to advance the gospel 
imperative. 
A. The 7 men were identified as having the necessary 

qualifications for the Office of a Deacon.  
B. Ordination (Officers = Elders and Deacons): 

1.  “Is solemn expression of the judgement of the Church” 
that a man is truly called by God to participate in the 
ministry of the Church as an Officer. (Louis Berkhof, 
Systematic Theology, p. 588) 

2. It is the Church’s means of affirming a man’s internal and 
external call to be an officer in the church having 
examined his qualifications and suitability for the Office. 

C. The Rite of Ordination (following a call from a church): 
1. Prayer for those qualified to hold office 
2. Ordination Questions/Vows (BCO 21-5; 24-6)  
3. Laying on of hands, symbolic of receiving 

authorization/authority and being set apart for the office 
 

Application: The Church is: 
1. An Organism, Col. 1:18, the “Body of Christ”; He is the head. 
2. An Organization, Eph. 4:11-16, designed by God to build up each 

member in Christ and advance the gospel. (Purpose and Mission) 
3. The visible demonstration of God’s act of His free grace of adoption 

into His family. 
4. The place through which God’s work of His free grace of sanctification 

is progressively done. 
5. The primary witness in the world of unity in Christ, Jn. 17:20-21 


