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Order for the Worship of God  
The Lord’s Day, July 18, 2021 

 
 Greeting, Welcome and Announcements 

 
Silent Preparation:  

“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are 
above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hid-
den with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory.” Colossians 3:1-4 (ESV) 
 
 

Call to Worship: Ezekiel 42:13-14 
 
     
Hymn #311  “Hail to the Lord’s Annointed”    James Montgomery, 1821 

 
 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 30   Hymnal p. 794 
 

 
 

Hymn #246 “Man of Sorrows! What a Name” Philip P. Bliss, 1875 

 
 

 
Corporate Prayer of Confession: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of 
thy great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to all those who, in repent-
ance and true faith, turn to you. Have mercy upon us; pardon and deliver us 
from all our sins; confirm and strengthen us in all goodness; and bring us to ev-

erlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
 

Silent Confession and Declaration of God’s Forgiveness 
 
 
 
Hymn #12 “Exalt the Lord, His Praise Proclaim”  
                      Psalm 135:1-7,21, the Psalter, 1912  -- Music: Franz  Joseph Haydn, 1738 arr. 
 

 
 

 

The Affirmation of Faith: The Westminster Confession of Faith. Ch XVI, 
                                     “Of Good Works” Par. I. & II, Hymnal p. 857  
 
 
 



We Pray for Christ’s Church and the World 

 

 
 
Worship through Tithes & Offerings  
(Parents may dismiss their children who are 3-5 yrs. old for a time of teaching, 

worship, and prayer) 
 

 
Hymn #732 “Doxology” 
 
 

 
Reading and Proclamation of the Word 
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 6  

New Testament Reading: Matthew 7:21-23 
 
 
 
Hymn #286 “Worship Christ, the Risen King”   Jack W. Hayford, 1986 

 

 

Sermon: Acts 5:17-26, “Fear of Men”, the Rev. Lou Tiscione 
 
 
 
Hymn #318 “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending”    Charles Wesley, 1758 

 
 
 
Benediction 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

Music copied by permission CCLI #2642563 

  



Acts 5:17-26 
Fear of Men 

The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione 
 

Passage Summary: Extreme jealously caused the leaders of the Jews to fear 
losing their positions of authority and therefore sought to silence the apostles by 
imprisoning them but God intervened and commanded them to continue to 
preach the gospel of life. 
 

I. 5:17-18 (Fear): For fear of losing their positions of authority, the 

leaders of Israel were filled with jealously and arrested the apostles 

and put them in a public prison. 

A. “Filled with jealousy (zelou – Cf. Ja. 3:14 “bitter jealousy and 

selfish ambition): 

1. Envy of what the Apostles were doing, “signs and wonders”, 

teaching the Person and Work of Christ.  

2. They saw the Apostles as common and uneducated – yet a 

threat to their positions of authority. 

B. Fear of loss led to an attempt to silence by imprisonment, note 

that the prison was described as public (for all to see). 

II. 5:19-21a (Life): A messenger of the Risen Lord Jesus opened the 

prison doors and issued Jesus’ message to the apostles to preach 

the gospel. 

A. Note, in the midst of darkness, Jesus’ messenger came to the 

Apostles. 

B. The message of the messenger: Preach the gospel in the tem-

ple! 

1. The message – “this life” – Cf. Jn. 17:3 

2. The Temple was the place where most of the people were 

present to hear. 

III. 5:21b-26 (Sovereignty): The prison cell was found to be locked but 

empty while the formerly imprisoned apostles were seen teaching in 

the temple. 

A. God stopped the mouths of the oppressors, “Send out your light 

and your truth; let them lead me and bring me to your holy hill 

and to your dwelling,” Ps. 43:3. – God will make the truth 

known! 

B. “Look!” See God’s power over man causing men to fear God and 

the church to be emboldened for what would lie ahead.  

 
Application:  

1. Powerful men are unable to thwart God’s will to reach the elect through 

the peaching of the gospel, therefore, we have confidence in the suffi-

ciency of God’s word. (Is. 55:10-11; Rom. 10:17; 1Tim.4:6-16) 

2. We can be confident as witnesses of Jesus Christ that God is with us as 

we testify. (Jos. 1:5ff; Is. 49:6; Mt. 28:18-20, Heb. 13:5) 


