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Order for the Worship of God  
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Day, July 4, 2021 
 

Silent Preparation:13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set 

your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedi-

ent children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 15 but as he who called 

you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am 

holy.” 17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, con-

duct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18 knowing that you were ransomed from 

the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but 

with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot (1 Peter 1:13-19, ESV). 

 
Call to Worship:  Zephaniah 1:7  
     
Hymn #34 “The God of Abraham Praise” (Thomas Olivers, 1770) 
 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 99, Hymnal p. 820 

 
“How Sad our State by Nature Is”   Isaac Watts  

(Sung to Hymn #154, Arlington”) 
1. How sad our state by nature is!, Our sin how deep it stains! 

And Satan binds our captive minds, Fast in his slavish chains. 
2. But there’s a voice of sovereign grace, Sounds from the sacred Word, 

‘Come, all despairing sinners, come, And trust upon the Lord.’ 
3. My soul obeys the almighty call, And runs to this relief; 

I would believe Thy promise, Lord, O help my unbelief. 
4. To the dear fountain of Thy blood, Incarnate God, I fly; 

Here let me wash my guilty soul, From crimes of deepest dye. 

5. A guilty, weak and helpless worm, On Thy kind arms I fall; 
Be Thou my strength and righteousness, My Jesus and my All. 
 

Corporate Prayer of Confession: 

Lord, high and holy, meek and lowly, Thou hast brought me to the valley of vi-
sion, where I live in the depths but see Thee in the heights; hemmed in by 
mountains of sin I behold Thy glory. Let me learn by paradox that the way down 

is the way up, that to be low is to be high, that the broken heart is the healed 
heart, that the contrite spirit is the rejoicing spirit, that the repenting soul is the 
victorious soul, that to have nothing is to possess all, that to bear the cross is to 
wear the crown, that to give is to receive, that the valley is the place of vision. 
Lord, in the daytime stars can be seen from deepest wells, and the deeper the 
wells the brighter Thy stars shine; let me find Thy light in my darkness, Thy life 
in my death, Thy joy in my sorrow, Thy grace in my sin, Thy riches in my pov-

erty, Thy glory in my valley.  In Jesus’ Name.  Amen.  (Taken from the Valley of 

Vision, a collection of Puritan prayers and devotions) 
 
Silent Confession and Declaration of God’s Forgiveness 
 
 
 



 
Hymn #177 “O Could I Speak the Matchless Worth” (Samuel Medley, 1789) 
 
We Pray for Christ’s Church and the World 

Worship through Tithes & Offerings  
(Parents may dismiss their children who are 3-5 yrs. old for a time of teaching, 
worship, and prayer) 
 
Hymn #734  “Gloria Patri” 

 
Reading and Proclamation of the Word 
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 4  
New Testament Reading: ! Peter 3:8-12 

 
Hymn #537 “Take Time to Be Holy”  (William D. Longstaff, 1887) 
 

Sermon: Acts 5:1-11, “Holiness”   the Rev. Lou Tiscione 
 
The Affirmation of Faith: The WCF XV. IV-VI “Of Repentance unto Life” 
Hymnal pp. 856-57 
 

 
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper   
 
“Fencing” the Lord’s Table 
 
Hymn #578  “The Son of God Goes Forth to War” (Reginald Heber, 1827) 
 

Administration of the Sacrament 
 
 
Hymn #358 “For All the Saints” (William Walsham How, 1864) 
 
 

 

Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music copied by permission, CCLI 2642563 
  



Acts 5:1-11 
“Holiness” 

The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione 

 

Passage Summary: The early Christian Church was not perfect evidenced by a 
couple who lied to God and swiftly received His judgment causing the whole 
Church and those who heard of it to fear Him. 

I. 5:1-2 (Contrast): Luke contrasted the response to God of an individ-
ual and a couple who were members of the visible Church. 
A. “But…” Cf. 4:36-37, Compare Joseph the Levite’s action Versus 

Ananais and Sapphira’s “private” decision 

B. “With his wife’s knowledge” the private decision (or so they 
thought, Cf. Ps 139. 

C. Their offering was impressive before men, “laid it at the apos-
tles’ feet”. 

II. 5:3—6 (The Lie): The husband, Ananias privately decided with his 
wife, Sapphira, to hold back some of the proceeds of the sale of a 

property that he possessed.  
A. God was the one who was lied to, Cf. Ps 51:4 
B. Read the of the sin of Achan, Joshua 7, who kept some of the 

“devoted things (harem)”. 
C. The “offering” was not a requirement; it was to be a voluntary 

response to God’s grace of salvation. 
D. God’s swift judgment – honest submission and investing in the 

Kingdom is not mandated but proceeds out of a changed heart, 
Mt. 25:14ff; 2 Cor 5:17; 8:5. 

E. Integrity is a primary witness to the world of a Kingdom citizen, 
Mt 5:37. 

III. 5:7-10 (The Accomplice): Sapphira continued to be complicit in her 
husband’s lie. 
A. Peter gave an opportunity for repentance. 

B. The Church witnessed another incident of God’s swift judgment. 
IV. 5:11 (Witness): The Church and all who heard of God’s judgment of 

the couple were filled with the fear of God. 

A. Great fear came upon the Church – awe, reverence, objective 
evident of God’s purpose for His Church. 

B. Great fear came upon all who heard, a sense of terror and trem-

bling by the swiftness of God’s revelation of His holy will! 
Application: The Visible Church, including every individual who is a member is 
commanded by God to be holy. He has set the Church apart and she belongs to 
him therefore the Church is a witness of the Holy God by continuing to pursue 
Godliness, Ex 19:5-6; Lev 11:44; 19:2; Mt 5:13-16; 1 Thes 4:3; 1 Tim 6:6-8; 1 
Pt 1:15-16; 2:9-10. 


