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Order for the Worship of God 
The Lord’s Day, April 25, 2021 

 
Greeting, Welcome and Announcements 

 
Silent Preparation:  Hebrews 10:19-22 - 19 Therefore, brothers, since 
we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by 
the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 
through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of 
God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with 
our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 

with pure water. (ESV). 

Call to Worship: Psalm 122 
 
Hymn #302, “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”, (Christian H. Bateman, 1843) 
 
Responsive Reading:  Psalm 107:1-22, Hymnal p. 824-825 
 

“The Lord Is My Strength” (Frank Gallio) 
1. The Lord is my strength and my song, and He is become my salvation. 
He is my God. 

Chorus 1: And I shall prepare Him my heart. And I shall prepare Him my 
heart. And I shall prepare Him my heart. 
2. The Lord He shall reign forever and ever. The Lord He shall reign 

forever and ever. Amen. 
3. The Lord is my strength and my song. And You have become my 
salvation. You are my God. 
Chorus 2: And I shall prepare You my heart. Yes, I shall prepare You my 
heart. Yes, I shall prepare You my heart. 
Oh Lord You shall reign forever and ever. Oh Lord You shall reign forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
Corporate Prayer of Confession 

O Lord, my every sense, member, faculty, affection, is a snare to me. I 
can scarce open my eyes, but I envy those above me, or despise those 
below. I covet the honor and riches of the mighty and am proud and 
unmerciful to the rags of others. If I behold beauty it is a bait to lust, or 
see deformity, it stirs up loathing and disdain; how soon do slanders, vain 
jests, and wanton speeches creep into my heart! You know that all these 
are snares by my corruptions, and that my greatest snare is myself. I 

bewail that my apprehensions are dull, my thoughts mean, my affections 

stupid, my expressions low, my life unbeseeming; yet what can You 
expect of dust but insincerity, of corruption but defilement? Keep me ever 
mindful of my natural state, but let me not forget my heavenly title, or 
the grace that can deal with every sin. Amen. 

Silent Confession and Declaration of God’s Forgiveness 
 



 

 

Hymn #164 “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”, (Charles Wesley, 1739) 
 

 
Affirmation of Faith: The Westminster Confession of Faith, Ch. X,  

Of Effectual Calling, paragraph I. Hymnal p.854  
 
 
Prayers for Christ’s Church and the World 
 
 
Worship through Tithes & Offerings  
(Parents may dismiss their children 3, 4, or 5 years old to participate in our Children’s Prayer, 

Teaching, and Worship Time in our Prayer Chapel) 

 

 
Hymn #733  “Doxology” (Thomas Ken, 1709) 

 
 
The Reading and Proclamation of the Word 
 Old Testament Reading:  Job 36 
 New Testament Reading: Romans 1:18-20 

 
 
"I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light"  (Kathleen Thomerson) 

 1) I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. God set 
the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. (Refrain) 
(Refrain) In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day 

are both alike. The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my 
heart, Lord Jesus. 
 2) I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. Clear 
sun of righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the 
Father. (Refrain) 
 3) I'm looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. When 
we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. 

(Refrain) 
 
 
Sermon: Acts 1:12-26, “The Twelve” - Rev. Lou Tiscione 
 
 
Hymn #179  “Hallelujah! Thine the Glory” (William P. Mackay, 1863) 

  
 
Benediction     

 

 

 

 

 

  Music copied by permission of CCLI #2642563 
 

  



 

 

Acts 1:12-26 
“The Twelve” 

The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione 
 

Passage Summary: After seeing Jesus ascend, the Apostles returned to 
Jerusalem to pray and were reminded by Peter of the Scriptural mandate 
to elect a man to the office of Apostle made vacant by Judas. 

I. 1:12-14 (Prayer): After witnessing Jesus’ ascension, the 

Apostles returned to Jerusalem and devoted themselves to 

prayer. 

A. A Sabbath day’s journey was 2000 cubits, apx. .57mi. 

emphasize Luke’s meticulous record, Mt. Olivet to 

Jerusalem. 

B. Those who witnessed Jesus’ ascension to glory were 

motivated to pray together. 

C. Those who participated in this historic prayer service were 

the 11 Apostles + the women, Mary, and Jesus’ brothers. 

II. 1:15-20 (Scripture): After this time of prayer, Peter assessed 

their situation through the Scriptures to determine a course of 

action. 

A. “Peter stood up…” prayer bends our wills to God and 

motivates action. 

B. First things, “The Scriptures had to be fulfilled…”  

1. The Scriptures = the written word of God. 

2. The Holy Spirit spoke – God speaks through His word. 

3. God said it, that settles it! – had to be fulfilled 

(plerothenai, Aor. Tense, Infinitive Mood, Pass. Voice)  

C. The 120 (the company of disciples in Jerusalem) were 

given the biblical foundation. 

D. Judas’ end was prophesied but personally earned. 

III. 1:21-26 (Action): The action according to Scripture was to 

elect a man to fill Judas’ Apostolic office. 

A. Peter outlined the qualifications of an Apostle: 

1. Accompanied Jesus during His public ministry.  

2. Witnessed Jesus’ Ascension 

3. A witness to the Resurrection of Jesus 

B. Two men had the qualifications, one was elected/chosen 

by lot, Cf. Pr. 16:33. 

C. “They prayed” before the election. 

D. Matthias was chosen to be the 12th Apostle. 

Application: We read of a pattern that reveals how the Holy Spirit directs 
the Church.  

1. Everything begins with prayer that is grounded in and submits to 

the Scriptures. 

2. The Holy Spirit works through the Church as she faithfully prays 

for God’s will revealed in His word written.  

 


