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Order for the Worship of God 
The Lord’s Day, April 18, 2021 

 
Greeting, Welcome and Announcements 

 
Silent Preparation:  1 Thess.5:2-5 - 2 For you yourselves are fully 
aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
3 While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 
destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant 
woman, and they will not escape. 4 But you are not in darkness, 
brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5 For you are all 

children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the 
darkness. (ESV). 

Call to Worship: Psalm 26:8-12 
 
Hymn #359, “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”, (John Fawcett, 1782) 
 
Responsive Reading:  Psalm 15, Hymnal p. 787-788 

 
“Lord I Lift Your Name on High”  

 
1. Lord I lift Your Name on high. 

Lord I love to sing Your praises. 
I’m so glad You’re in my life. 

I’m so glad You came to save us. 
 

2. You came from heaven to earth to show the way. 
From the earth to the cross, my sins to pay. 
From the cross to the grave. 
From the grave to the sky… 

Lord I lift Your name on high. 

 
Corporate Prayer of Confession 

O my Savior, help me. I am slow to learn, prone to forget, and weak 
to climb; I am in the foothills when I should be on the heights; I am 
pained by my graceless heart, my prayerless days, my poverty of love, 
my sloth in the heavenly race, my sullied conscience, my wasted 
hours, my unspent opportunities. I am blind while the light shines 

around me: take the scales from my eyes, grind to dust my heart of 
unbelief. Make it my highest joy to study you, meditate on you, gaze 

on you, sit like Mary at your feet, lean like John on your breast, appeal 
like Peter to your love, count like Paul all things but dung. I believe, 
help my unbelief. Amen. 

 
 



 

 

 

 
Silent Confession 
Declaration of God’s Forgiveness 

 
 
Hymn #476, “The Light of the World Is Jesus” (Philip P. Bliss, 1875) 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith: The Westminster Confession of Faith, Ch. 26, 
Of the Communion of the Saints, Par. 2; Hymnal p. 864. 

 

 
Prayers for Christ’s Church and the World 
 
 
Worship through Tithes & Offerings  
(Parents may dismiss their children 3, 4, or 5 years old to participate in our Children’s 

Prayer, Teaching, and Worship Time in our Prayer Chapel) 

 
Hymn #737, “Christ, We Do All Adore Thee” 

 
The Reading and Proclamation of the Word 

 Old Testament Reading:  Job 35 
 New Testament Reading: Romans 8:18-23 
 
 

Hymn #289 “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” (The Venerable Bede, 673-

735) 

 
 
Sermon: Acts 1:6-11, “Ascension to Glory” - Rev. Lou Tiscione 
 
 

Hymn #580, “Lead On, O King Eternal” (Ernest W. Shurtleff, 1888) 
  

 
Benediction 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
      Music copied by permission of CCLI #2642563 
 
 



 

 

 

Acts 1:6-11 

“Ascension to Glory” 

The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione 

 

Passage Summary: Jesus corrected the disciples view of the Kingdom, were told 

by Him that the Holy Spirit would empower them to be His witnesses, and then 

they witnessed Jesus’ glorious ascension. 

I. 1:6-7 (Kingdom): The disciples had their minds set on an earthly 

kingdom, but Jesus said it was not given to men to know the Father’s 

timing. 

A. “Restore the kingdom to Israel”, the disciples looked for Jesus 

to reinstitute Israel’s theocracy. 

B. Israel was a theocracy, one rule for the nation and the church. 

C. Jesus, the King ushered God’s Kingdom to earth, Mk. 1:15, 

the doctrine of the “Already and Not Yet” 

D. “My thoughts are not your thoughts…” Isaiah 55:8; Jesus 

called disciples to pray for the consummation of the Kingdom, 

Mt. 6; Lk.11; Rev. 11:15. 

E. “It is too small a thing…” Isaiah 49:6, the Kingdom was never 

just one nation, Psalm 50. 

F. Only the Father knows… Mt. 24:36. 

II. 1:8 (Power): Jesus declared that the Holy Spirit would empower His 

disciples to be His witnesses in the world. (How now shall we live?) 

A. Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit who would be the 

power to witness, Cf. Mt. 10:20 

B. The Power of the Holy Spirit is purposed… “Be my 

witnesses,” “You are witnesses…” Lk. 24:48 

C. The gospel preached is effective by God’s power, the Holy 

Spirit, Rom. 1:16; 1Cor. 1:18ff; Gal. 3:1-3. 

III. 1:9-11 (The King): Jesus ascended as the King of glory and will return 

in glory. 

A. “He was lifted up.” Jesus was taken bodily into heaven! 

B. A cloud, pointed to sovereign glory, veiling glory, a 

theophany. 

(The Shekinah, Jesus was enveloped in the cloud of divine 

presence, EX. 40:34; 1Ki. 8:10-11. F.F. Bruce’s commentary 

on The Book of Acts) 

C. Jesus will return in the “same way.” Mt. 24:30; Rev. 1:7 

Application: God provided a public, historic witnessed record of the Kingship of 

the Risen Lord Jesus.  Therefore: 

1. Know that Jesus rules all things from heaven and will return in glory to 

judge both the living and the dead. CF: Mt. 28:18; 1Pet. 3:22; Rev. 

20:11-12 

2. Disciples have been given divine power to be Jesus’ witnesses in the 

world until He returns, CF: Lk. 24:48, “You are witnesses…” 


