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Order for the Worship of God 
The Lord’s Day, December 27, 2020 
The First Sunday After Christmas 

 
Greeting, Welcome and Announcements 

(Seating available in the Fellowship Hall to accommodate additional social distancing if 
desired) 

 

Silent Preparation:  Galatians 4:4-7 (ESV) - 4 But when the fullness 
of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under 
the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent 
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you 
are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 
God.  

Call to Worship: Psalm 103:19-22 
  
Hymn #207, “Good Christian Men, Rejoice”, (John Mason Neale, 1853) 
 
Responsive Reading:  Psalm 46, Hymnal pp. 802-803 
 
Hymn #242, “Not All the Blood of Beasts”, (Isaac Watts, 1709) 
 
Corporate Prayer of Confession 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
Sin is my malady, my monster, my foe, my viper, born in my birth, 
alive in my life, strong in my character, dominating my faculties, 
following me as a shadow, intermingling with my every thought, my 
chain that holds me captive. Yet your compassions yearn over me, 
your heart hastens to my rescue, your love endured my curse, your 
mercy bore my justice. Let me walk in humility, bathed in your blood, 
tender of conscience, living in triumph as an heir of salvation through 
your blessed name. Amen. 
 
Silent Confession 
Declaration of God’s Forgiveness 
 
“Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder” (Words: John Newton, Music: Laura 
Taylor) 
1. Let us love and sing and wonder Let us praise the Savior’s name  

He has hushed the laws loud thunder He has quenched Mount 
Sinai’s flame He has washed us with His blood He has washed us 
with His blood He has washed us with His blood He has brought us 
nigh to God 

2. Let us love the Lord Who bought us Pitied us when enemies  
Called us by His grace and taught us Gave us ears and gave us 



 

 

eyes  
He has washed us with His blood He has washed us with His blood  
He has washed us with His blood He presents our souls to God 

3. Let us sing though fierce temptation Threatens hard to bear us 
down For the Lord, our strong salvation, Holds in view the 
conquror’s crown  
He Who washed us with His blood, He Who washed us with His 
blood, He Who washed us with His blood, Soon will bring us home 
to God 

4. Let us wonder grace and justice Join and point to mercy’s store  
When through grace in Christ our trust is Justice smiles and asks 
no more He Who washed us with His blood He Who washed us with 
His blood He Who washed us with His blood Has secured our way 
to God 

5. Let us praise and join the chorus Of the saints enthroned on high  
Here they trusted Him before us Now their praises fill the sky Thou 
hast washed us with Thy blood Thou hast washed us with Thy 
blood  
Thou hast washed us with Thy blood Thou art worthy Lamb of God 

6. Yes, we praise Thee, gracious Saviour Wonder, love, and bless Thy 
Name. Pardon, Lord our poor endeavor Pity for Thou knowest our 
frame Wash our souls and songs with blood Wash our souls and 
songs with blood Wash our souls and songs with blood For by 
Thee, we come to God 

 
Affirmation of Faith: The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 
VII, Of Adoption, Hymnal p. 855.  
     
We Pray for Christ’s Church and the World 
 
Worship through Tithes & Offerings  
 (Parents may dismiss their children 3, 4, or 5 years old to participate in our 
Children’s  Prayer, Teaching, and Worship Time in our Prayer Chapel) 
 
Hymn #732, “Doxology”, (Thomas Ken, 1709)    
 
The Reading and Proclamation of the Word 
 Old Testament Reading:  Job 19 
 New Testament Reading: 1John 3:1-3 
 
Hymn #246 “Man of Sorrows! What a Name” (Philip P. Bliss, 
1875) 
 
Sermon: Luke 22:47-65, “Betrayal and Desertion” - Rev. Lou Tiscione 
     
Hymn #224, “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” 
 
Benediction 

 
Music copied by permission of CCLI #2642563 

 



 

 

Luke 22:47-65 
“Betrayal and Desertion” 
The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione 

Passage Summary: Jesus was betrayed by one of the twelve disciples, 
deserted by another and was treated with brutality and mocked by His 
captors.  

I. 22:47-53 (Betrayal): Judas, one of the twelve, betrayed 
Jesus and pointed Him out to those who would arrest Him 
by kissing Him and Jesus responded by declaring that this 
was the time of the power of darkness. Cf. Mt. 10:32 
A. Immediately after Jesus’ time in agony, Judas led 

those who would arrest Jesus under the cloak of 
darkness. 
1. Betrayal with a kiss (a symbol of honor used for 

treachery) by one of the Twelve. 
2. Swords, cf. Lk. 2:38, the disciples still focused on 

man’s power. 
3. Jesus healed the high priest’s servant’s ear. 

B. Jesus was treated like a common criminal. 
C. “This is your hour, and the power of darkness,” the 

darkness of man’s evil versus Jesus, the light of the 
world.  

II. 22:54-62 (Desertion): When confronted Peter denied Jesus 
deserted Him and was crushed immediately by Jesus’ 
piercing look. Cf. Mt. 10:32; 2Tim. 2:13 
A. “Peter sat among them,”  

1. Peter kept a distance from Jesus. 
2. Peter joined the arresting officers outside. 

B. Peter had three opportunities to acknowledge Christ. 
C. “Before the rooster crows…” Jesus looked right at 

Peter, he remembered Jesus’ words and was 
emotionally and spiritually crushed. 

III. 22:63-65 (Mockery): While under arrest Jesus’ captors 
beat, blindfolded, and mocked Him by blaspheming His 
prophetic office. Cf. Is. 50:5; Phil. 2:8; Heb. 10:7 
A. Blindfolded and beaten, brutality against the Only 

begotten of God. 
B. Blasphemy = speaking against, in this case a direct 

assault on Jesus’ Prophetic ministry. 
Application: Jesus experienced betrayal, denial and desertion by His 
chosen disciples! We look back at Isaiah’s prophecy, Is. 53 and read 
the literal fulfillment of his words in Jesus. All of this occurred in 
accordance with God’s sovereign plan ordained in eternity. We fall on 
our knees in humility, appealing to the mercy of God for we too have 
often betrayed, denied and deserted Jesus when confronted by and 
fearful of an unbelieving world. We pray for God’s grace of repentance 
that God chose to grant Peter so that, like him, we can return to Christ 
to live for His glory! S.D.G. 
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