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Order for the Worship of God 
The Lord’s Day, December 20, 2020 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Greeting, Welcome and Announcements 
(Seating available in the Fellowship Hall to accommodate additional social distancing if 

desired) 
 

Silent Preparation:  Mt. 1:18-23 (ESV)-18 Now the birth of Jesus 
Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just 
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place 
to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 
Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  

Call to Worship: Psalm 99:1-5 
 Special Offering of the Choir of Weatherford PCA to the 
Sovereign Lord – “And the Glory of the Lord” (G.F. Handel, The 
Messiah) 
“And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together; For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.”, Is. 40:5 
 
Hymn #208, “O Come, All Ye Faithful”, (John Francis Wade, 1751) 
 
Responsive Reading:  Psalm 124-125, Hymnal pp. 831-832 
 
Hymn #198, “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates!”, (George Weissel, 
1642) 
 
Corporate Prayer of Confession 
 
Lord Jesus, I have sinned times without number, and been guilty of 
pride and unbelief, and of neglect to seek you in my daily life. My sins 
and shortcomings present me with a list of accusations, but I thank 
you that they will not stand against me, for all have been laid on 
Christ. Deliver me from every evil habit, every interest of former sins, 
everything that dims the brightness of your grace in me, everything 
that prevents me taking delight in you. Amen. 
 
Silent Confession 
Declaration of God’s Forgiveness 



 

 

 
 
 
“There Is A Redeemer” (Melody & Keith Green, 1977) 

1. There is a Redeemer Jesus God's own Son Precious Lamb of 
God Messiah Holy One 

2. Jesus my Redeemer name above all names Precious Lamb of 
God Messiah O for sinners slain 

Chorus: Thank You O my Father for giving us Your Son And 
leaving Your Spirit till the work on earth is done. 

3. When I stand in glory I will see His face There I'll serve my 
King forever in that holy place 

Chorus 
Repeat V1: There is a Redeemer Jesus God's own Son Precious 
Lamb of God Messiah Holy One 
Chorus 

 
Affirmation of Faith: The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 
VIII, Of Christ the Mediator, Par. III, Hymnal p. 853.  
     
We Pray for Christ’s Church and the World 
 
Worship through Tithes & Offerings  
 (Parents may dismiss their children 3, 4, or 5 years old to participate in our 
Children’s  Prayer, Teaching, and Worship Time in our Prayer Chapel) 
 
“Agnus Dei”,  (Michael W. Smith)   
Alleluia alleluia For our Lord God Almighty reigns 
Alleluia alleluia For our Lord God Almighty reigns 
Alleluia  Holy, Holy are You Lord God Almighty 
Worthy is the Lamb Worthy is the Lamb For You are holy 
Holy are You Lord God Almighty Worthy is the Lamb 
Worthy is the Lamb amen 
 
The Reading and Proclamation of the Word 
 Old Testament Reading:  Job 18 
 New Testament Reading: 2Thessalonians 1:5-8 
 
Hymn #253 “There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood” (William Cowper, 
1771) 
 
Sermon: Luke 22:39-46, “The Father’s Will” - Rev. Lou Tiscione 
     
Hymn #195, “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come” (Isaac Watts, 1719) 
 
Benediction 

 
 
 
 

Music copied by permission of CCLI #2642563 
 



 

 

Luke 22:39-46 
“The Father’s Will” 

The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione 
[This] “is a passage of Scripture which we should always approach with special 
reverence. The event it records is one of the deep things of God. While we read 
it, the words of Exodus should come to our minds: “Take off your sandals, for 

the place where you are standing is holy Ground, Ex. 3:5” J.C. Ryle, 1816-1900 
Passage Summary: Jesus prayed before completing His mission, 
commanded disciples to pray, agonized over His bearing the weight of 
sin and afterwards found the disciples sleeping! 

I. 22:39-41 (Prayer): Jesus prayed before undergoing His 
divinely appointed mission and commanded His disciples to 
pray to avoid temptations. 
A. Jesus prayed; “as was his custom.” – the necessary 

foundation of prayer 
B. Jesus commanded disciples to pray. 

1. Prayer is a means of grace in which God bends our 
wills to His, Cf. Mt. 6:10 

2. Jesus commanded disciples to pray to resist 
temptations, Cf. 1Cor. 10:13 

II. 22: 42-44 (The Father’s Will): Jesus agonized in prayer 
because of the weight of sin and the wrath of God that He 
would bear; nevertheless, He submitted to the Father’s 
will. 
A. Jesus prayed privately to the Father (“a stone’s 

throw”) 
B. Jesus prayed in humility to the Father, Cf. Mt. 6:9 
C. Jesus’ prayer was holy agony, “… this cup…” the 

weight of sin and God’s wrath 
D. Jesus prayed in submission to the Father’s will, “… not 

my will but yours…” 
III. 22:45-46 (Man’s Weakness): Jesus rose from prayer 

and found His disciples sleeping because of their emotional 
exhaustion. 
A. Jesus rose from His prayer and found sleeping 

disciples, strength contrasted with weakness. 
B. The disciples were sleeping on account of sorrow, grief, 

emotional exhaustion 
Application: Luke recorded God’s revelation of the uniqueness of 
Christ. We read of the magnitude of the payment Christ made for sin. 
He agonized over the tremendous weight of our sin and the resultant 
divine wrath which He would bear on the cross, Mt. 27:46; Rom. 5:9; 
Gal. 3:13 

• Meditate on God’s amazing grace in Christ! 
• Understand your helplessness and weakness apart from 

dependence upon God cultivated by a regular, intentional 
prayer life. 
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