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Order for the Worship of God 

The Lord’s Day, October 25, 2020 
Reformation Sunday 

 

Greeting and Announcements 
(Seating is available in the Fellowship Hall to accommodate additional social 

distancing if desired) 
 
Silent Preparation: “Remember not the former things, nor consider the things 
of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive 
it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert… to give drink to 

my chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself that they might declare 
my praise.” Is. 43:18-19, 20d-21 (ESV) 
   
Call to Worship: “Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that 

cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with 

reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.” Heb. 12:28-29 (ESV) 

  
Hymn #92 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
 
Responsive Reading:  Minister:  GOD spoke these words, and said:  I am the 

LORD your God: you shall have none other gods but me. 
Congregation:  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this 
law. 

M. You shall not make any graven image, nor the likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, nor in the earth beneath, nor in the water under the earth; you 
shall not bow down to them, nor worship them. 
C.  Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
M.  You shall not take the Name of the LORD your God in vain. 
C.  Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
M.  Remember to keep holy the Sabbath-day. 

C.  Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
M. Honor your father and mother. 
C.  Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
M.  You shall not murder. 
C.  Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
M.  You shall not commit adultery. 

C.  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
M.  You shall not steal. 
C.  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
M.  You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
C.  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

M.  You shalt not covet.  
C.  Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these laws in our hearts, we 

beseech You. 
 
Hymn #100 “Holy, Holy, Holy!” 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
Corporate Prayer of Confession: “Blessed is the one whose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man against whom the LORD 
counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. For when I kept silent, 
my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night 
your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of 
summer. I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, 

“I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of 
my sin. Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when 
you may be found.” (Psalm 32:1-6a, ESV) 

Silent Confession and the Declaration of God’s Forgiveness 
 
“Thy Word”   Amy Grant & Michael W. Smith 

(chorus) Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

1. When I feel afraid, think I've lost my way, still You're there right beside 
me. And nothing will I fear as long as You are near, please be near me 
to the end. (Chorus) 

2. I will not forget Your love for me and yet my heart forever is wandering. 
Jesus be my Guide, hold me to Your side, and I will love You to the end. 

(Chorus) 
 
Affirmation of Faith: The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter XI.I  

           “Of Justification” Hymnal p. 855  
   
Prayers for Christ’s Church and the World 
Worship through Tithes & Offerings  
(Parents may dismiss their children 3, 4, or 5 years old to participate in our Children’s 
Prayer, Teaching, and Worship Time in our Prayer Chapel) 

 
Hymn #734 “Gloria Patri” 

 
The Reading and Proclamation of the Word 
 Old Testament Reading: Job 10 
 New Testament Reading: 2Peter 3:8-9 

 
Hymn #499 “Rock of Ages” 

 
Sermon: Philippians 3:7-11, “The Reformation Continues” 
               The Rev. Lou Tiscione 
    
Hymn #26 “Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord” 

 
Benediction 

 

     

  Music copied by permission of CCLI #2642563 
       
 



 
 

Philippians 3:7-11 
The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione 

“The Reformation Continues…” 
 

Passage Summary: The Reformation continues as the Church proclaims the 
surpassing worth of Christ, God’s grace of union with Christ and that suffering 
for Christ ends in glory. 

I. 3:7-8a (Surpassing Worth): The Apostle Paul counted all of his 
achievements in the Law as a loss for Christ’s sake in order to know 
Him who is the Lord. 

A. Paul’s “gains” = his achievements in Judaism. 
B. “Loss for the sake of Christ’… 

1. Human achievements can be a barrier, even a negation of 
the sufficiency of Christ. 

2. Lose all in order to know (intimacy) Christ. 
3. The One known is the Lord of lords and King of kings – 

understanding the Lordship of Christ 

II. 3:8b-9 (Union with Christ): Paul considered everything rubbish 
compared to union with Christ. 
A. Paul “suffered” the loss – it is painful to turn away from 

achievements, but is a blessing for those in Christ. 
B. Paul elevated the comparison to “rubbish” to emphasize the 

grace of Union with Christ. 
C. Union with Christ is essentially based on the perfect 

righteousness of Christ imputed by the Holy Spirit, forensic 
justification, the essential element of the gospel. Sola Fides 

D. Martin Luther, “Hence I felt that I was altogether born again and 
had entered paradise itself through open gates.” Rom. 1:17 (the 
doctrine on which the church stands or falls.) 

III. 3:10-11 (Christlikeness and Glory): Knowing God is through sharing 

in Christ’s sufferings while keeping resurrection glory always ahead 

as the “prize”. 
A. There’s no short cut around suffering in knowing Christ. 
B. The road to Christlikeness is destined in resurrection glory. 
C. In every circumstance keep the promise of glory in mind. 

Application: The path to glory begins with justification through faith alone; 
continues in union with Christ including suffering, and is consummated in the 

resurrection from the dead. Apart from the imputation of the perfect 
righteousness of Christ there is no hope, no gospel, no union with Christ, no 
resurrection glory. (Rom. 1:16-17) 


