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Order for the Worship of God 
The Lord’s Day, August 16, 2020 

 
Greeting, Welcome and Announcements 

 
Silent Preparation:  Gen. 50:16-21 (ESV) 16 So they sent a message 
to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died: 17 
‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and 
their sin, because they did evil to you.”’ And now, please forgive the 
transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept 
when they spoke to him. 18 His brothers also came and fell down 
before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19 But Joseph 
said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, 
you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it 
about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21 So 
do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he 
comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

Call to Worship: Colossians 3:12-15 
 
Hymn #381, “Brethren, We have Met to Worship”, (George Atkins, 
19th c) 
 
Responsive Reading:  Psalm 97, Hymnal p. 820 
 
Hymn #485, “O Thou Hear’st When Sinners Cry” (Isaac Watts, 1719) 
 
Corporate Prayer of Confession 

O God, may Thy Spirit speak in me that I may speak to thee. I have 
no merit; let the merit of Jesus stand for me. I am undeserving, but I 
look to Thy tender mercy. I am full of infirmities, wants, sin; Thou art 
full of grace. Thou hast struck a heavy blow at my pride, at the false 
god of self, and I lie in pieces before Thee. But Thou hast given me 
another master and lord, Thy Son, Jesus, and now my heart is turned 
towards holiness, my life speeds as an arrow from a bow towards 
complete obedience to Thee.  Grant me grace to bear Thy will without 
repining, and delight to be not only chiseled, squared, or fashioned, 
but separated from the old rock where I have been embedded so long, 
and lifted from the quarry to the upper air, where I may be built in 
Christ forever.  Amen.  (“Heart Corruptions”, the Valley of Vision). 

Silent Confession 
Declaration of God’s Forgiveness 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Great God of Wonders!, (Samuel Davies 1728-1761, Music, Davide 

C. Marney, 1995)                              
Chorus: Who is a pard’ning God like thee? Or who has grace so rich 

and free? Who is a pard’ning God like thee? Or who has grace 
so rich and free? 

1. Great God of wonders! All thy ways are worthy of thy self 
divine; And the bright glories of thy grace, Among thine other 
wonders shine; (Chorus) 

2. Pardon from an offended God! Pardon for sins of deepest dye! 
Pardon bestowed through Jesus’ blood! Pardon that brings the 
rebel nigh! (Chorus) 

3. O may this glorious matchless love, This God-like miracle of 
grace, Teach mortal tongues, like those above, to raise this 
song of lofty praise: (Chorus). 

 
Affirmation of Faith: The Westminster Confession of Faith, Ch XXI,  
“Of Religious Worship, and the Sabbath Day” Par. I; Hymnal pg. 860 
 
Prayers for Christ’s Church and the World 
 
Worship through Tithes & Offerings  
(Parents may dismiss their children 3, 4, or 5 years old to participate in 
our Children’s Prayer, Teaching, and Worship Time in our Prayer Chapel) 
 
Hymn #731, “Doxology” 
 
The Reading and Proclamation of the Word 
 Old Testament Reading:  Job 1:1-5 
 New Testament Reading: James 5:7-12 
 
Hymn #73, “Rejoice, All People, Homage Give” 
 
Sermon: Luke 19:45-20:8, “Sovereign Authority” - Rev. Lou Tiscione 
 
Hymn #518, “Christ, of All My Hopes the Ground” (Ralph Wardlaw, 
1817) 
  
Benediction 
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Luke 19:45-2:8 
“Sovereign Authority” 

Jesus who has sovereign authority defined the Church as God’s 
house in which His people pray, learn His word, and proclaim 

the gospel. 
The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione 

 
I. 19:45-46 (The Church): The Church is God’s house of prayer for 

the learning the word, and to proclaim the gospel. 
A. The Church is the body of Christ, Col. 1:18: 

1. The Church is visible and invisible, Mt. 13:24-30, 36-43 
2. Those for whom Christ died, Jn. 3:16; Eph. 5: 25 

B. The Church is God’s house and the adopted family of God, 
1Chr. 29:2; Ps. 27:4; Jn. 14:2; Rom. 8:15; Gal. 3:26ff; 6:10 

C. The Church is a place of prayer acknowledges: 
1. The attributes of God, holiness, sovereignty, faithfulness, 

steadfast love, etc.  
2. God to be the Creator 
3. Man’s sinfulness  
4. Man’s dependence upon Him  
5. God’s providence 

D. The Church is accountable to God to proclaim the gospel of 
God, the Person and Work of Christ, Mt. 28:18-20; 1Cor. 15: 
3-4 

E. The Church is responsible to teach the whole counsel of God, 
2Tim. 2:15; 4:1-2 

II. 2:1-8 (Sovereign Authority): Jesus, the King who has sovereign 
authority proclaimed the good news of the Kingdom of God which 
He entrusted to the Church. 
A. “By what authority…”  

1. Jesus taught as one who had authority. 
2. Jesus received all authority in heaven and on earth. 
3. Jesus demonstrated His authority to heal and cast out 

demons. 
B. Ignoring authority does not mitigate it, the reality of God’s 

sovereign authority: 
1. The necessity of repentance and John’s ministry 

prophesied 
2. Acknowledgement of God’s only provision for atonement 

Application: What Christians should know: 
1. God expects His Church to teach His word, proclaim His 

gospel, and pray to Him. 
2. God progressively revealed the necessity of repentance and 

faith in the only acceptable atonement, Jesus Christ, and 
requires submission to His sovereign authority. 


