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Order for the Worship of God 
The Lord’s Day, June 14, 2020 

 
Silent Preparation: “I spread out my hands all the day to a rebellious 
people,… who say, ‘Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am too holy for 
you.’ These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all the day.” Is. 65:2, 5 
(ESV)  
 
Call to Worship: “The LORD is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence 
before him” Hab. 2:20 (ESV)      
 
Hymn #92 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
 
Responsive Reading: The Decalogue 
Minister:  GOD spoke these words, and said:  I am the LORD your God: you 
shall have none other gods but me. 
Congregation:  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this 
law. 
M. You shall not make any graven image, nor the likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, nor in the earth beneath, nor in the water under the earth; you 
shall not bow down to them, nor worship them. 
C.  Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
M.  You shall not take the Name of the LORD your God in vain. 
C.  Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
M.  Remember to keep holy the Sabbath-day. 
C.  Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
M. Honor your father and mother. 
C.  Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
M.  You shall not murder. 
C.  Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
M.  You shall not commit adultery. 
C.  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
M.  You shall not steal. 
C.  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
M.  You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
C.  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 
M.  You shalt not covet.  
C.  Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these laws in our hearts, we 
beseech You. 
 
Hymn #481 “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” 
 
Corporate Prayer of Confession: Most merciful God, who art of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity, and hast promised forgiveness to all those who confess 
and forsake their sins; we come before Thee in a humble sense of our own 
unworthiness, acknowledging our manifold transgressions of Thy righteous laws. 
But, O gracious Father, who desirest not the death of a sinner, look upon us, we 
beseech Thee, in mercy, and forgive us all our transgressions. Make us deeply 
sensible of the great evil of them; and work in us a hearty contrition; that we 
may obtain forgiveness at Thy hands, who art every ready to receive humble 
and penitent sinners; for the sake of Thy Son Jesus Christ, our only Savior and 
Redeemer. Amen. 



 
 
 
 
Silent Confession and Declaration of God’s Forgiveness 

“Wonderful Merciful Savior”  Dawn Rodgers/Eric Wise 

Chorus : You are the One that we praise You are the One we adore 
You give the healing and grace Our hearts always hunger for 
Oh our hearts always hunger for 

1. Wonderful merciful Savior Precious Redeemer and Friend 
Who would have thought that a Lamb could rescue the souls of men 
Oh You rescue the souls of men (chorus) 

2. Counselor Comforter Keeper Spirit we long to embrace 
You offer hope when our hearts have hopelessly lost the way 
Oh we hopelessly lost the way (chorus) 

3. Almighty infinite Father Faithfully loving Your own 
here in our weakness You find us falling before Your throne 
oh we're falling before Your throne (chorus) 
 
The Affirmation of Faith: The Nicene Creed Hymnal p. 846 
 
 
We Pray for Christ’s Church and the World 
Worship through Tithes & Offerings  
(Parents may dismiss their children who are 3-5 yrs. old  for a time of teaching, 

worship, and prayer) 
 
Hymn #736 “Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father)” 
     
Reading and Proclamation of the Word 
Old Testament Reading: Esther 2:19-23 
New Testament Reading: Romans 13:1-4 
 
 
Hymn #181 “We Come, O Christ, to You” 
 
Sermon:  Luke 18:9-14, “The Only Way” the Rev. Lou Tiscione 
 
 
Hymn #520 “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” 
 
 
Benediction 

 
 

 
Music copied by permission of CCLI #2642563 

 

  



 
Sermon Notes 

 
Luke 18:9-14 

“The Only Way” 
The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione 

 
Passage Summary: Jesus told a parable that defined the only way to be right before God. 

I. 18:9-10 (Two Men): Jesus told a parable of two men to those who trusted in 
themselves and looked down on others. 
A. The recipients were those who: 

1. Trusted in themselves and considered that they were righteous 
2. Looked down on others 

B. The recipients were following Jesus. 
C. There was an assumption of the requirement to be righteous. 
D. Jesus identified two men who were worshipers of God but were 

opposites in the eyes of the people. 
1. A Pharisee, one who sought to separate himself from worldliness 

and was intent on keeping every visible aspect of the Law of Moses. 
2. A Tax Collector made his living off the backs of the people, 

contracted by the Roman authorities. 
II. 18:11-13 (Two Paths): The two men represented two paths to stand before 

God: one of self-reliance and the other, humble dependence upon God’s 
mercy. 
A. The Pharisee’s path: 

1. Separated himself from others to pray. 
2. Compared himself to others. 
3. Fasted 2x’s per week, super visible piety 
4. Scrupulous in tithing 

B. The Tax Collector: 
1. Visible demonstration of humility and unworthiness in worship 

a. Stood afar off 
b. Looked down 

2. Demonstrated true contrition 
1. Acknowledged his sin 
2. Appealed to God’s mercy  

III. 18:14 (The Only Way): Jesus pointed to the only way to be justified, which 
the Tax Collector demonstrated, humble reliance upon the mercy of God.  
A. Only one was justified, the humble and dependent Tax Collector. 
B. A divine principle: God exalts the humble one. 

Application: There is an unspoken, underlying principle of life revealed in this Parable. The 
underlying principle is that righteousness is required! Every man and woman will stand 
before a Holy God. Jesus answered the question of how? The only way is to acknowledge 
our sinfulness and appeal to the mercy of God (Ps. 51)! Heaven is merited but NOT by us. 
Only the perfect righteousness of Christ is acceptable to God (Rom. 3:28; 4:5; Gal. 2:16; 
Phil. 3:9). 
 


