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Order for the Worship of God  
The Lord’s Day, May 24, 2020 

 
Greeting, Welcome and Announcements 
 
Silent Preparation: “The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf 
together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The 
nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall 
put his hand on the adder's den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy 
mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea.”    Isaiah 11:6-9 
  
Call to Worship: 1 Corinthians 15:1-4       
  
Hymn #710  “God of Our Fathers”  
 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 63, Hymnal p. 807 
 
Hymn     “Shine, Jesus, Shine”  Graham Kendrick 
Verse 1 
Lord the light of Your love is shining In the midst of the darkness shining 
Jesus Light of the world shine upon us Set us free by the truth You now bring us 
Shine on me shine on me 
Chorus: Shine Jesus shine Fill this land With the Father's glory Blaze Spirit 
blaze Set our hearts on fire Flow river flow Flood the nations With grace and 
mercy Send forth Your word Lord And let there be light. 
Verse 2 
Lord I come to Your awesome presence From the shadows into Your radiance 
By the blood I may enter Your brightness Search me try me consume all my 
darkness Shine on me shine on me (Chorus) 
Verse 3 
As we gaze on Your kingly brightness So our faces display Your likeness Ever 
changing from glory to glory Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story 
Shine on me shine on me (Chorus) 
 
Corporate Prayer of Confession:  
Merciful Lord, pardon all my sins of the day, week, year, all the sins of my life, 
sins of early, middle, and advanced years, of omission and commission, of lip, 
life, and walk, of hard-heartedness, unbelief, presumption, pride, of 
unfaithfulness to the souls of men, of lack of bold decision in the cause of Christ, 
in deficiency in outspoken zeal for His glory, of bringing dishonor upon your 
great name. Pardon all of my sins, known and unknown, felt and unfelt, 
confessed and not confessed, remembered or forgotten. Good Lord, hear; and 
hearing, forgive. In Christ’s name I pray. Amen. 
    (Based on a prayer from ‘The Valley of Vision’) 
 
Silent Confession and the Declaration of God’s Forgiveness 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Hymn #709 “Now I Belong to Jesus” 
 
Affirmation of Faith: The Shorter Catechism   Q & A 3-6  Hymnal p. 858    
 
We Pray for Christ’s Church and the World 
* The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Worship through Tithes & Offerings 
Hymn #725 “The Lord’s Prayer” 

Reading and Proclamation of the Word 
Old Testament Reading:  Nehemiah 13:23-30  
New Testament Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 
“In Christ Alone”  Townsend and Getty 

1. In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This Corner Stone, this Solid Ground, firm through the fiercest drought 
and storm. What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are 
stilled, when strivings cease! My Comforter, my All in All, here in the 
love of Christ I stand. 

2. In Christ alone! Who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless Babe! This 
gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save; 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied for ev’ry 
sin on Him was laid; Here in the death of Christ I live. 

3. There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me, for I am 
His and He is mine Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the pow’r of Christ in me; from 
life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. No pow’r of 
hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His hand; Till He 
returns or calls me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand, here in 
the power of Christ I’ll stand! 

 
Sermon: Luke 18:1-8    “The Perseverance of the Saints”       
     The Rev. Lou Tiscione 
 
Hymn #741 “The Apostles’ Creed””  
 
Benediction 

 
 
 

Music copied by permission of CCLI #2642563 
 
 
 

 
 



Sermon Notes:  Luke 18:1-8 
The Perseverance of the Saints” 

(God’s Elect Persevere in Prayer) 
The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione 

 
Passage Summary: Jesus taught His disciples that persistent prayer is an 
essential element of genuine faith in the Son of Man. 
 

I. 18:1 (Prayer): Jesus used a parable to teach His disciples the 
necessity of persistent prayer. Cf. Lk. 11:2a, “When you pray… 
A. Prayer is communication with God: 

1. Sending… 
2. Receiving 

B. Biblical Prayer has 4 elements directed to God the Father, 
through the Son, in the power of the Holy Spirit,  
1Chr. 29:11-14; Neh. 1:4-11; Ps. 51; Dan. 4:34-35;  
Mt. 6:9-13; Lk. 11:2-4 
1. A – adoration 
2. C - confession 
3. T - thanksgiving 
4. S – supplication 

C. Jesus emphasized the necessity (deiv, P. Inf., to be necessary) 
of persistent prayer. 

II. 18:2-5 (Persistence): A widow’s persistence caused a self-centered 
judge to succumb to her demands for justice. 
A. Jesus’ parable had two main characters. 

1. The unrighteous Judge – self-centered, despised others 
2. The widow – the weakest of the citizenry but tenacious for 

justice (ekdikeson, give that which is right, justice, Aor. 
Impv. – a demand) 

B. The unrighteous judge succumbed to the women’s demands 
because of her persistence, the main point of the parable. 

III. 18:6-8 (God’s Elect): God will give justice to His elect who persist  
in praying for it while persevering in faith until Christ returns. 
A. “Hear…” those who have ears let them hear! 
B. God hears His Elect and responds with perfect justice. 
C. The Elect “cry day and night”; persevere in prayer in “good 

times and bad”, in all circumstances. 
D. Perseverance in prayer for justice until Christ returns! 

 
Application: We learn, at least these three principles: 

1. In response to God’s grace of election, the Elect pray unceasingly. 
2. God will answer His Elect; He expects regular prayer. 
3. The Elect pray in all circumstances in eagerness for Christ’s return. 

 
 

 
 

  
 


