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Order for the Worship of God 
The Lord’s Day, April 26,2020 

Silent Preparation: Jeremiah 9:21-24 - 23 Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise 
man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man 
boast in his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows 
me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the 
earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD.” 

Call to Worship: Psalm 111:1-3 

Hymn #40 “God Is Our Refuge and Our Strength” (Ps 46/Arr. G. Fink, 1842) 

1 God is our refuge and our strength, our ever-present aid, 
and therefore though the earth remove, we will not be afraid; 
though hills amidst the seas be cast, though foaming waters roar, 
yea, though the mighty billows shake the mountains on the shore. 

2 A river flows whose streams make glad the city of our God, 
the holy place wherein the Lord Most High has his abode. 
Since God is in the midst of her, unmoved her walls shall stand, 
for God will be her early help, when trouble is at hand. 

3 The nations raged, the kingdoms moved, but when his voice was heard, 
the troubled earth was stilled to peace before his mighty word. 
The Lord of Hosts is on our side, our safety to secure; 
the God of Jacob is for us a refuge strong and sure. 

4 O come, behold what wondrous works Jehovah's hand has wrought; 
come, see what desolation great he on the earth has brought. 
To utmost ends of all the earth he causes war to cease; 
the weapons of the strong destroyed, he makes abiding peace. 

5 Be still and know that I am God, o'er all exalted high; 
the subject nations of the earth my name shall magnify." 
The Lord of Hosts is on our side, our safety to secure, 
the God of Jacob is for us a refuge strong and sure. 

Responsive Reading:  Psalm 133, Hymnal page 834: 
Give ear to my words, O LORD; consider my groaning. 
 Listen to my cry for help, my King and my God, for to you do I pray. 
 In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice; in the morning  
I lay down my requests before you and wait in expectation. 
You are not a God who takes pleasure in evil; with you the wicked cannot dwell. 
The arrogant cannot stand in your presence; you hate all who do wrong. 
 You destroy those who tell lies; bloodthirsty and deceitful men the Lord abhors. 
 But I, by your great mercy, will come into your house; in reverence will I bow down 
toward your holy temple. 
Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my enemies – make straight 
your way before me. 
Not a word from their mouth can be trusted; their heart is filled with destruction. 
Their throat is an open grave; with their tongue they speak deceit. 
Declare them guilty, O God! Let their intrigues be their downfall. 
Banish them for their many sins, for they have rebelled against you. 
But let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them ever sing for joy, 
Spread your protection over them, that those who love your name may rejoice in 
you. 
 For surely, O Lord, you bless the righteous; 
you surround them with your favor as with a shield. 



Corporate Prayer of Confession: 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we are thankful that your mercy is higher 
than the heavens, wider than our wanderings, deeper than all our sin. Forgive 
our careless attitudes toward your purposes, our refusal to relieve the suffering 
of others, our envy of those who have more than we have, our obsession with 
creating a life of constant pleasure, our indifference to the treasures of heaven, 
our neglect of your wise and gracious law. Help us to change our way of life so 
that we may desire what is good, 
love what you love, and do what you command, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Silent Confession and Declaration of God’s Forgiveness 

Affirmation of Faith: Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter XIV – Of 
Saving Faith, par. II, Hymnal pg. 856: 

By this faith, a Christian believeth to be true whatsoever is revealed in the 
Word, for the authority of God himself speaking therein; and acteth differently 
upon that which each particular passage thereof containeth; yielding obedience 
to the commands, trembling at the threatenings, and embracing the promises of 
God for this life, and that which is to come. But the principal acts of saving faith 
are accepting, receiving, and resting upon Christ alone for justification, 
sanctification, and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of grace. 

We Pray for Christ’s Church and the World 

Worship through Tithes & Offerings (1Chr. 29:11-14) 

(You may mail your tithes and offerings to Weatherford Presbyterian Church 
(PCA), P.O. Box 2882, Weatherford, TX 76086)  
Reading and Proclamation of the Word 
Old Testament Reading: Nehemiah 11:1-36 
New Testament Reading: Revelation 7:1-4 

Hymn#94 “How Firm a Foundation” (Lyrics on back page) 

Sermon: Luke 17:5-6, “Saving Faith”   the Rev. Lou Tiscione 

Hymn #598 “Guide Me. O Thou Great Jehovah” (Wm. Williams, 1745) 

1. Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; hold me with thy pow'rful hand; 
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more, 
feed me till I want no more. 

2. Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow; 
let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through; 
strong Deliv'rer, strong Deliv'rer, be thou still my strength and shield, 
be thou still my strength and shield. 

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell's Destruction, land me safe on Canaan's side; 
songs of praises, songs of praises I will ever give to thee, 
I will ever give to thee. 

Benediction 

Music copied by permission of CCLI #2642563 



Hymn #94 “How Firm a Foundation” 

1. How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! What 
more can he say than to you he has said, to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

2. Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed; for I am your God, and will still give you aid; I’ll 
strengthen you help you, and cause you to stand, upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

3. When Through the deep waters I call you to go, the rivers of sorrow shall not over flow; for I 
will be with you, your troubles to bless, and sanctify to you your deepest distress. 

4. When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, my grace, all sufficient, shall be your supply; 
the flame shall not hurt you; I only design your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 

5. E’en down to old age all my people shall prove my sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love; and 
when hoary hairs shall their temples adorn, like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne. 

6. The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose, I will not, I will not desert to his foes; that soul, 
though all hell should endeavor to shake, I’ll never, no never, no never forsake. 

 
Sermon: Luke 17:5-6, “Saving Faith has a Unique Object!”  

The Rev. Louis B. Tiscione 
 

Passage Summary: The Apostles’ request for more faith was met by Jesus’ 
metaphorical description of faith. 

I. 17:5 (Request): The Apostles asked Jesus to increase their faith. 
A. The Request 

1. Luke made it clear that those who asked were the Apostles! 
2. The context, perhaps the motivation, was Jesus’ command 

to forgive, Cf. Gen. 50:15-21; Lk. 23:34; Rom. 5:8 
B. “Increase our faith” (prosthes, Aor. Impv., humin pistin) 
C. Faith has an object, Ps. 21; Jn. 14:1 
D. Faith motivates action, Heb. 11 
E. Faith is seen, Rom. 1:8; 1Cor. 1:6; Eph. 1:15 

II. 17:6 (Metaphor): Jesus answered by describing faith metaphorically. 
A. Jesus’ condition, “If” and use of the smallness of a mustard 

seed. 
B. Such a small amount of faith can produce incredible results: 

1. Faith is God’s gift given at conversion 
a. Knowledge of the Object, God 
b. Assent to the truth of the Object, God 
c. Trust and reliance in the Object, God 

2. The power of faith is God who is the object of faith. 
Application: Facing impossible commands that are God’s requirements caused 
the Apostles, the ones upon whom the church would be built to understand and 
apply: 

1. Genuine, saving faith is demonstrated by those who have it. 
2. Those who have genuine, saving faith act relying upon God who is the 

object of their faith. 


