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December 23, 2018 
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         (+ indicates those who are able shall stand) 

 

     Gathering 
 

  Prelude                                        Susan Cicirello                                                                           
òVariations on Greensleevesó (Linker) 

 

  Call to Worship                       Carols & Hymns 

òIt Came upon the Midnight Clearóñ#282 
 

 It came upon the midnight clear, 
 that glorious song of old, 
 from angels bending near the earth 
 to touch their harps of gold: 
 "Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
 from heav'n's all-gracious king." 
 The world in solemn stillness lay 
 to hear the angels sing. 
 

 For lo! The days are hast'ning on, 
 by prophets seen of old, 
 when with the ever-circling years 
 shall come the time foretold, 
 when peace shall over all the earth 
 its ancient splendors fling, 
 and all the world give back the song 
 which now the angels sing. 

 

òAway in a Mangeróñ#278 
 

 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
 the stars in the bright sky looked down where 
 he lay, 
 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

Today                                    + Advent 4 

Family Promise Week Begins 
  9:30 a.m.  Worship 
 10:30 a.m.  Coffee Hour 

 

Monday, December 24  Christmas Eve     

Family Promise Week 
  4:30 p.m.  Worship 
  6:30 p.m.  Worship 
 11:00 p.m.  Christ Mass 
 

Tuesday, December 25 Christmas Day 

Family Promise Week 
Office Closed 

   Christmas Potluck 
 

Wednesday, December 26  

Family Promise Week 
Office Closed 

  7:30 p.m.  Alanon 
  

Thursday, December 27  

Family Promise Week 
Office Closed 

   

Friday, December 28  

Family Promise Week 
Office Closed 

  9:30 a.m.  Troubadours 
 10:30 a.m.  Alanon 
 12:00 p.m.  Alanon 
 

Saturday, December 29 

Family Promise Week 
 10:00 a.m.  Alanon 
 

Sunday, December 30  + Christmas 1 

  9:30 a.m.  Worship 
 10:30 a.m.  Coffee Hour 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Ministers: The People of Holy Cross 
 
Pastor: Ron Bock 
 
Assisting Minister: Carleen Woolley  
 
 

Reader: Win Ferrill  
 
Acolyte: Tori Foss 
 
Communion Stewards: Paula and  
Ralph Bunge & Grace Pipho 
 
 

Usher Captains: Rex Thomsen &  
Gary Crocker 
 
Nursery: Amanda and Chad Grell &  
Charlie Rex 
 
 

Sound Tech: Maurice Lydick 
 
 

Tellers: John Beverly & Merle Lydick 
 
Communion Clean Up: Cindy Beverly,  
Harrison & Lucy 
 
Bus Driver: Jim Ritter 

 
 

Greeters: Ellen and Steve Robinson 
 
Bread Baker: Darlene Besser 
 
Flower Delivery: Gordy Ellingson 
 
Hospitality Table: Martha Lydick 
 
Welcome Pads: Judy Makowski 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

THANK YOU to all our volunteers who 
serve todayðand through the week! 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

This Week at Holy Cross Those Who Serve Today 

We Pray For Each Other and The World 

We pray for Marcia Wolfe (Christie Kurthôs mom), Rudy Jacobson, Rick Skaflen, Pastor Bill Dion, 

Joella Melhorn, Karen DeJean, Micki Lynch, Claudia Harris and Shaundra Rana.  We pray for one 

another during this holiday season.  May we all celebrate the love of Christ and enjoy time with our 

loved ones, knowing that we are blessed with the gift of love, faith and joy.   We pray for all of the 

homebound members of Holy Cross and their faithful caregivers.   



 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
 close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in your tender care 
 and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
 

 Welcome 

+ Gathering Song:  òO Come, O Come, Emmanueló                                       #257 (Vs 1-4) 

+ Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

+ Advent Candle Lighting 
  Service of Light 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Morning Hymn 

The Advent Candles are Lighted during the singing of the Hymn 

ALL ARE INVITED TO THE FEAST!  As we gather at the table of the Lord today to       
celebrate Holy Communion, all are invited to come, eat and drink of the forgiveness God 
provides.  You donôt have to be a member of Holy Cross, nor do you have to be Lutheran to 
participate with us.  It is Jesus who invites all of us to come; and we invite you. 

 

GLUTEN-FREE WAFERS are available with Holy Communion.  If you would prefer       
gluten-free, please let the communion server know. 

 

HAVE YOU TURNED IN YOUR PLEDGE CARD? If not, please turn your pledge card in as 
soon as possible. Extra Pledge Cards are available in the narthex. Thanks for your        
generosity! 

 
 

A REMINDER that the Financial Records of Holy Cross for 2018 will be closed on     
December 31.  If you have a contribution you wish to be included on your 2018       
statement, please note that it  must be received by that date. A 2018 postmark on an 
envelope that is mailed in will suffice. 
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¶ ARE YOU A FIRST-TIME GUEST WITH 
US this morning?  Welcome to Holy 
Cross! Please stop by our Hospitality 
Table as you leave the worship area to 
receive a gift of thanks for worshiping 
with us! 

 
 

¶ RESTROOMS are located down both 
hallways outside the worship area. Look 
for the signs above the restroom doors. 

 

¶ JUST A REMINDER: Children are    
always welcome in worship (even if they 
get a little fussy sometimes). However, if 
you would like to use our staffed    
nursery, simply ask an usher for        
directions. 

 

¶ COFFEE HOUR today will be at 10:30 
a.m. in the Fireside Lounge (there will 
be no Sunday School). Come join us! 

advent-christmas worship at Holy Cross 
December 24ðChristmas Eve 

 Carols & Readingsð4:30 p.m. 

 Carols & Readings (Communion)ð 

 6:30 p.m. 

 Christ Mass (Communion)ð 

 11:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

December 30ðChristmas 1 

 Worshipð9:30 a.m. 

January 6ðThe Epiphany of Our   

                     Lord 

 Worshipð9:30 a.m. 

 (Note: One Service Only) 

 

 

GUESTS 
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+ Prayer of the Day     
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us prayé 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 
might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and 
serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

òYour Little 

Ones, Dear Lordóñ#286 

òOf the Fatherõs Love Begottenóñ#295 

+ Communion Blessing 
+ Prayer after Communion 
 

Sending 
 

+ Sending Song: òWhat Child Is Thisó                                                                           #296    
(Please face the Cross as it passes) 

 

+ Benediction and Dismissal 
 Go in peace.  Christ is near. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

 Postlude: òO Come, O Come, Emmanueló (Seaton)                                        Susan Cicirello                                                                                                                                        
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  
 

Service of Light, Morning Hymn and Magnificat from Holden Evening Prayer by  Marty Haugen 
(with textual adaptations), É 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense. 

     net A-720269 
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Word  

 

 First Lesson: Micah 5:2-5a 

 Gospel Acclamation: òO Little Town of Bethlehemó                                    #279 (Vs 1,3) 
 O little town of Bethlehem, 
 how still we see thee lie! 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
 the silent stars go by; 
 yet in thy dark streets shineth 
 the everlasting light. 
 The hopes and fears of all the years 
 are met in thee tonight. 
 

 How silently, how silently 
 the wondrous gift is giv'n! 
 So God imparts to human hearts 
 the blessings of his heav'n. 
 No ear may hear his coming; 
 but, in this world of sin, 
 where meek souls will receive him, still 
 the dear Christ enters in. 
 

 Gospel: Luke 1:39-55                                      

The holy gospel according to Luke, the first chapter. 
   Glory to you, O Lord. 
         after the reading 
   The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 Sermon                                                                                                      Pastor Ron Bock 
 

+ Hymn of the Day: òThe Angel Gabriel from Heaven Cameó                                      #265 

+ Prayers of the Church 
+ Sharing of Peace 
 

Meal 
 

 Offering of Our Gifts and Tithes 
 Anthem: òBefore the Marvel of This Nightó (Schalk)                                   SonRise Singers 

   + Offering Song: òInfant  Holy, Infant Lowlyó                                                           #276 

 

+ Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
         

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

 Dearest Jesus, holy child, 
 make thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 
 within my heart that it may be 
 a quiet chamber, kept for thee.    
 

+ Words of Institution 
+ Lordõs Prayer 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 Communion                                                                                                           Hymns: 

òMagnificentó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued Next Page) 



ITôS EARLY, WE KNOW, but in preparation for our ANNUAL MEETING on January 
27ðAnnual Reports for the Annual Meeting booklet are due in the church office by 
Wednesday, January 2. Please submit your report in digital format, preferably using   
Microsoft Word (or a compatible alternative). 

 
 

Sanctuary Lamp For The Month of December is given by Joyce and Stan Kamprath, in 

memory of all of their loved ones.   

Coffee Hour; Itôs Potluck Sunday!  Thank you to those who brought delicious treats for us 

all; and also to those who assisted in setting and cleaning up.  We truly appreciate you!   

Flowers are provided by the members of Holy Cross and their love filled dedications. 

ADULT EDUCATION                                                                                                           
December  23 & 30 

¶ No adult education or Sunday school. One 9:30 service. 

YOUTH NEWS                                                                                                                                                 
High School Bible Study and Sunday School 
Please enjoy this holiday season; we will see you back on  
January 13th for Sunday School and January 16th for  
Bible Study.  Merry Christmas! 
 
RMS Youth Gathering 
January 19th-21st 
Those of you who are attending the gathering in January, be on the lookout for              
weekend information! 

FAMILY PROMISE NEWS                                                                                                                  

We are hosting a potluck Christmas day dinner at   
6:00 p.m. Come and join our guests and others from our 
Holy Cross family for a festive meal together. Please see 
the sign up board in the Narthex to participate. 
Thank You! 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR                                                                                                                                     

Please consider singing in our Christmas Choir on              

Christmas Eve at 6:30 pm!                                                                                        

Rehearsals are: TODAY after the 9:30 service.                                                                                              

We will be singing the beautiful anthem, "All is Well".                                                                            

Join Susan in the choir loft for rehearsals!  

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING                                                                                                                     

The next blood pressure screening will take place TODAY from             

10:30-11:00 a.m. 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES IN THE NURSERY                                                                                       

Calling Nursery Volunteers!! We have many youth       

members who have signed up to volunteer in the nursery, 

but we are needing adult volunteers as well. We have only 

TWO adults who are currently volunteering in the nursery 

for the 10:45 service. There are many people who         

graciously gave of their time for years and have decided to 

give in other ways. Please consider giving your time for our 

youngest members and visitors. This is an easy way to give to the congregation--You can 

hear the service in the nursery. Most parents pick their children up before communion so 

you can often join worship for communion. Spending time with some adorable babies and 

toddlers is fun and rewarding. Your help would be greatly appreciated! 

TELLERS NEEDED                                                                                                                                            

Tellers wanted that are available to serve at the early service.  Being a 

teller requires only a short time investment and is done after the offering 

collection during the service.  You will work with a partner and be trained 

on the duties.  Contact the church Office or Gary Crocker for more       

information.   

RECYCLE YOUR STYROFOAM                                                                                                                   

Please bring that White Christmas styrofoam to church on                 

Sunday, Dec. 30th and/or Jan. 6.  Sue Von Roedern's truck will be 

parked out front.  Load the styrofoam into the back of her truck before or 

after the 9:30 am service on one of those two days.  Give our planet a 

gift this year and keep it out of the landfill! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL; WISHING YOU 
A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY AND A NEW YEAR 

FILLED WITH HEALTH, HAPPINESS AND 
LOVE!   


