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FOREWORD

Jesus came to save the world through his death, but
in fulfilling that purpose, he concentrated on

making a few disciples whom he spent quality time
to teach and share His life with. He did this until
they became like him. His ministry impacted
thousands of people, but he trained twelve men, gave
his life to them in small (cell) groups, mentored them
and they became his disciples.

Before ascending to heaven, Jesus commanded these
disciples to go and make others his disciples from all
the nations using the same method (small group) until
the whole world is reached with the gospel and
people have become conformed to his (Jesus Christ’s)
image. (Rom. 8:29). The result of their obedience was
a church characterized by aggressive evangelism,
edifying discipleship, enduring unity, life-giving
worship, sacrificial giving and exemplary lifestyle
(Acts 2:42-47).

This year, we are focusing on discipleship as a
Church; we are keen on turning “members” into
“disciples”, persons whose lives reflect the values and
principles of the “Master they follow”.  The means
we have adopted in making disciples is through the
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small groups—Bible study in small groups (on
Sunday morning) and the Home Cell (Sunday
evening). Each member is thus expected to participate
in each of these small groups where they will be
“discipled to make others disciples for Christ”. One
mark of the disciple is that he abides in the Word of
God (John 8:31, 32).   For the disciple, the Word is his
life. He loves it, he lives it and gives up anything
that hinders him from getting it.

It is for this reason that these lessons have been
diligently prepared by the National Bible Study &
Cell Committee to help in the process of discipleship.
These lessons have been developed for you to be
involved in the discipleship dynamic given to the
Church in Matthew 28:19-20.  This systematic study
of the Word of God will nourish your soul, equip
and challenge you to live for and serve the Lord. You
will be prepared for every good work of service
(Eph. 4: 12).

I therefore recommend these lessons to you and
request that you make a diligent commitment to the
study of these lessons until they lead to your
transformation as a disciple. When all of us have been
discipled, the result will be a glowing and glorious
church.

Opoku Onyinah

Chairman, The Church of Pentecost
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INTRODUCTION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Every year the Lord through the Chairman and
the Executive Council provides the Church with

a theme to engage our attention and direct the course
of the Church in the year. The theme comes with
strategies and action plans to achieve the set goals.
This year, the Chairman and the Executive Council
were led to choose the theme “Discipled to Make
others Disciples of Christ” Matt. 28:18-20. As a means
of fulfilling the purpose of the theme, the Executive
Council decided that the Home Cell and Bible Study
Groups become the vehicles of making disciples and
thus set to promote the system throughout the
Church.

Thus this material is prepared to enhance the
systematic study of the Word in small groups. The
material is based on discipleship and how we can
grow as Disciples of Christ. It is expected that the
District Minister (Coordinator) will meet with the Cell
Leaders and study the material with them, untying
hard knots and empowering them to go teach same
in the Cell/Bible Study groups. The focus of the study
should be applying the text to daily life. The Cell
Leader thus has a responsibility ahead of the Class
so he/she can impact the class during the studies. As
we diligently study His Word, Jesus would become
“incarnate” in us and we will be like Him.
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As a Committee, we are grateful to God and appreciate
the visionary leadership of the Chairman, General
Secretary, International Missions Director and other
Executive Members. Their vision, direction and
encouragement gave the Committee the mandate to
put all these materials together. Their continual
provision of logistics encourages us to give in our best.

We very much appreciate Pastor Johnson Agyemang-
Badu, whose talk at the Heads’ Session precipitated
the restructuring and re-organization of the Home Cell
concept in the Church. He has been very instrumental
in the Cell Church vision; compiling the Leaders’
Manual and guiding the writing of the study outlines.

We are grateful to Aps. Joseph Assabil, Chairman of
the Literature Committee and his team who
painstakingly edited the outlines.

The members of the National Home Cell & Bible Study
Committee also deserve special mention for their
sacrifice of time and energy which has culminated in
the production of this outline. They are;
Aps. John Appiah Aidoo Deputy Chairman
Ps.. Franklin Agbove Hushie Secretary
Ps. Matthew Larbi-Wettey Member
Ps. Ben Ali Member
Ps. Henry Ako-Nai Member
Ps. Samuel Gakpetor Member

Aps. Dr. Stephen Kofi Baidoo
National Coordinator, National Cell & Bible Study Committee
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THE CHURCH OF PENTECOST
WEEK BY WEEK HOME CELL STUDY/

ACTIVITY GUIDE

 Week   Date Bible Study/ Activity          Page

APRIL

   1       22nd        Welcome, Introduction of members,
      registration of  Members & Prayer
       for Success of Cell.

   2        29th      Where is Your Brother? Follow Up on
      Other Cell Members not yet present
       at Cell.

MAY

   3        6th       •  Discussion on the Responsibilities
      of Cell members to make Cell Effective
      (refer to What Makes an Effective Cell?).
      •  Intercessory Prayers for the Council
     Meeting-Decisions, Appointments,
      and Transfers. Smooth sessions of the
       meetings.

   4        13th      Study 1:  Who is Your Lord? I 1
   5        20th      Study 2:  Who is Your Lord? II 4

   6        27th     Intercessory Prayer for Individuals’
      Specific Needs

JUNE

   7        3rd        DISTRICT/LOCAL/CELL INPUT
   8        10th         Study 3:  Servants of the Kingdom I 7
   9        17th     Study 4:   Servants of the Kingdom II 10
   10      24th     Outreach-Each One Bring One.

      A Gospel Message Presented
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HOME CELL STUDY/ACTIVITY GUIDE

Week    Date Bible Study/ Activity            Page

ix

JULY
   11      1st        DISTRICT/LOCAL/CELL INPUT
   12      8th        Study 5:  What is Love? 13
   13      15th      Study 6:  Love (Fruit) Versus Gifts of
                        the Spirit 16
   14      22nd     Study 7: Degrees of Love - Neigbour

       Love 1 19
   15     29th      Socialization (fellowship over a meal)

AUGUST

   16      5th        DISTRICT/LOCAL/CELL INPUT
   17      12th      Study 8:  Degrees of Love -Neigbour

       Love 2 22
   18      19th      Study 9: Degrees of Love -Neigbour

       Love 3 25
   19     26th      Outreach-Each One Bring One.

      A Gospel Message Presented

SEPTEMBER

   20      2nd       DISTRICT/LOCAL/CELL INPUT
   21      9th        Study 10:  Degrees of Love - Brother

       Love 1 28
   22      16th      Study 11: Degrees of Love - Brother

       Love 2 30
   23     23rd      Discuss the sermon at Church today
   24      30th     Discuss the Causes of a prevalent

      Disease in the community and how
      to prevent it.

OCTOBER

   25      7th        DISTRICT/LOCAL/CELL INPUT
   26      14th      Study 12: Degrees of Love - Brother

       Love 3 32
   27      21st           Study 13:  Life in the Kingdom 1 35
   28      28th     Outreach-Each One Bring One.

      A Gospel Message Presented



HOME CELL STUDY/ACTIVITY GUIDE

x

Week    Date Bible Study/ Activity       Page

NOVEMBER

   29      4th        DISTRICT/LOCAL/CELL INPUT
   30      11th      Study 14:  Life in the Kingdom II 38
   31      18th           Study 15: Life in the Kingdom III 41
   32      25th        Intercessory Prayers for the Nation-

     peaceful general elections, prosperity,
      rain in season, students, morality of
      society etc.

DECEMBER

   33      2nd       How Should A Christian Conduct
      Himself during Elections? Discuss.
      Pray for peaceful elections

   34      9th       Intercessory Prayers for the Nation-
     peaceful general elections, prosperity,
      rain in season, students, morality of
      society etc.

   35      16th           Study 16: -Life in the Kingdom IV 44
   36      23rd          CHRISTMAS CONVENTION
   37     30th      Socialization (fellowship over a meal)

JANUARY

   38     6th        Discussion-Evaluate your Life in 2012
       & How to Plan for 2013.

   39      13th

   40     20th     Intercessory Prayers for the Church
      (National, Area, District and Local).
      Prayer Points from Districts & Locals
      should be gathered.



STUDY 1
WHO IS YOUR LORD? (I)
Main Reading: Philippians 3:4-11

Memory Verse: Luke 6:46

INTRODUCTION

In the sinner’s prayer, we indicate that we “accept
Jesus as our Lord and Savior”. Indeed, it has been

observed that though we pray that prayer, we do not
acknowledge Jesus as Lord in our daily life. It is
possible that we don’t understand the Lordship
concept or we have blatantly refused to treat Him as
such. In these lessons, we would study the Lordship
concept and its implications for our daily Christian
life. Walking with Jesus requires knowing who He
is. This knowledge helps us to seek to do what pleases
Him. It is not enough to call Him Lord; we should
treat Him as such.

1. What does it mean to call Jesus Lord?
1.1 To call Jesus Lord is to indicate that He has an

exalted position which is above all positions
1.2 It also means to honor Him by virtue of the

position He occupies
1.3 To some, reference to Jesus as Lord means a

title of address
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But the Lordship of Jesus means more than
acknowledging his position. We need to go
further by treating Him as Lord.

2. What does it mean to treat Jesus as Lord?
A disciple of Christ treats Jesus as Lord when he
accepts the fact that Jesus is:
2.1 The central authority in his life – he fully

submits to the authority of Christ even to the
point of death. Hence the call on believers to
be faithful unto death – Revelation 2:10

2.2 The rightful King who exercises sovereign
authority. It is sad and painful to be ruled by
a king who usurped the throne, and lacks in
moral character.

2.3 The ultimate authority —  He is above all
powers and positions – Colossians 1:16

2.4 His master and lives to please Him above all
other persons. He fully depends on Him for
his needs – Philippians 1:21.

3. Questions:
3.1 Why do you call Jesus Lord?
3.2 How do you treat Jesus as Lord?
3.3 What benefits do you gain by treating Jesus

as Lord?

STUDY 1:  WHO IS YOUR LORD? (I)
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CONCLUSION
When we grow in our knowledge and understanding
of Jesus as Lord we become fully committed to Him
even if it means dying for His cause. Some dare to
enter into relationships of convenience. They go into
it for what they can get out of it. But the moment
they face challenges they desert the other party. We
cannot afford to treat Jesus similarly. The greatest
honor we can do to Him is not merely to call Him
Lord, but to treat Him as such.

STUDY 1:  WHO IS YOUR LORD? (I)
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STUDY 2
WHO IS YOUR LORD? – II
Main Reading: Matthew 10: 24-39

Memory Verse: Matthew 10: 39

INTRODUCTION

Roman citizens were required among other things
to address Caesar as Lord. By this they meant he

was the embodiment of absolute power.  The usual
greeting, “Caesar is Lord” had the response, “Yes,
the Lord is Caesar”. The early Christians had a
problem with this. So their preferred response was,
“No, Jesus Christ is the Lord”. By this they meant
that though they respected Caesar and would be loyal
to him in certain things, they were committed unto
death to another authority, Jesus who weighed much
more than Caesar in their scale of assessment. No
wonder the early Christians were so much
persecuted.

1. What do ( Ghanaian ) women mean when
they call their husbands as lord? Addressing
husbands as lord mean different things to
different wives. The use of the word “lord”
becomes almost meaningless when the
corresponding respect, submission, and
rightful deference that ought to be given to
the husband are lacking.
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2. What does it mean to treat Jesus Christ as
Lord?
No one can genuinely say that Jesus is his Lord
if he is not prepared to:

2.1 Suffer for His sake Matthew 10:38. Some of
the early disciples including Peter were
imprisoned for the sake of Christ.

2.2 Lose his life for the sake of Christ. Stephen
was stoned to death for the sake of Christ –
Acts 7:54-60

2.3 Make Jesus pre-eminent in his life. He desires
to have all or none of us. He does not
countenance rival lords.  – Matthew 10:37

3. How should a disciple relate to Christ?
3.1 Whatever the disciple does in ministry must

be in reference to Jesus as sovereign Lord
3.2 The disciple must admit that all that he has

belong to Jesus. He thus uses them for His
cause

3.3 In all things the disciple must see, and relate
with Jesus as both Lord and Christ.

Points for Discussion
• · Give examples of how people wrongly

interpret the word, “lord”.
• Why do some ( Ghanaian ) wives avoid

addressing their husbands as “lord”?

STUDY 2:  WHO IS YOUR LORD? (II)
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CONCLUSION
Men generally frown on marital unfaithfulness, and
seek to do away with perceived competitors.
Strangely enough some husbands, who are addicted
to jealousy do not even provide for the upkeep of
their wives. They prefer to be mere lords. Jesus is not
like that. The disciple must know that he has but one
savior, and but one Lord, Jesus Christ. He guards
His redeemed treasures with righteous jealousy and
provides all their needs according to His riches in
glory. He thus expects his disciples to be fully
committed to Him as branches are dependent on the
stem of a tree for nourishment.

STUDY 2:  WHO IS YOUR LORD? (II)
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STUDY 3
SERVANTS OF THE KINGDOM I
Main Reading: Luke 17:7-10

Memory Verse: Luke 17:10

INTRODUCTION

It was the practice in the times of the Roman Empire
for some slave owners to dispose of unprofitable

slaves either by re-selling them or putting them to
the sword. To these slave owners therefore the value
of a slave is assessed by the volume and quality of
service they provide. Those slaves had no rights and
do not deserve any form of appreciation. Sadly the
harsh treatment given to slaves hundreds of years
ago still persist in our society in a different form. Have
you ever thought of the way some men and women
treat their house helps?

1. Which groups of persons qualify to be kings
in the kingdom of God?
There is only one King in the kingdom of God.
Under Him are a huge number of disciples
who were once in bondage under Satan’s
oppressive rule.
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2. How did we fare when we lived as slaves to
Satan? Discuss
Jesus bought us with his own blood, and has
become our rightful owner. In this
arrangement we have no programme of ours,
but His. For we owe nothing in the kingdom
into which we have been born. Jesus owns
everything – our time, money, mansions, food,
clothing, machines, intellect and every other
thing. Strangely we often boast as if we owned
everything; we get upset when we are not
recognized as we expect.

3. What things do you have which do not
belong to Jesus? Discuss
The disciple must keep in mind that
redemption goes with ownership; thus he is
now fully owned by Jesus who redeemed him.
The change in ownership calls for a change in
culture, values, aspirations, and prospects. –
Romans 12: 1-3

3.1 The disciple did not enjoy any liberties under
Satan. In Christ also the disciple belongs to
the one who saved him; he has been called to
reflect the life of the Saviour. He must be
totally lost in Christ to please Him. Our main
duty in the kingdom is to serve as unworthy
servants.

STUDY 3:  SERVANTS OF THE KINGDOM 1
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What does Jesus owe us for which we expect
appreciation and immediate rewards for
doing what He bought us to do – serve?

CONCLUSION
When Jesus saves sinners they share in His nature as
He indwells them. It is by this union that Jesus expects
the disciple to live as He lived – a life of selfless
service. The disciple who is really dead in Christ
knows that he owns nothing and that his usefulness
to the Saviour is seen when he serves. We need to
stop chasing positions and titles that do not measure
the quality of our service to the King.

STUDY 3:  SERVANTS OF THE KINGDOM 1
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STUDY 4
SERVANTS OF THE KINGDOM II
Main Reading: John Romans 6:1-11

Memory Verse: Romans 6:5

INTRODUCTION

Polycarp is a celebrated figure in the history of
Christianity. A direct pupil of the Apostle John,

Polycarp lived between 70 and 155 A.D. The
emperors of Rome had unleashed bitter attacks
against the Christians during this period. Polycarp
was arrested on the charge of being a Christian.
Amidst an angry mob, the Roman proconsul took pity
on such a gentle old man and urged Polycarp to
proclaim, “Caesar is Lord”. If only Polycarp would
make this declaration and offer a small pinch of
incense to Caesar’s statue he would escape torture
and death. To this Polycarp responded, “Eighty-six
years I have served Christ, and He never did me any
wrong. How can I blaspheme my King who saved
me?” Steadfast in his stand for Christ, Polycarp
refused to compromise his beliefs, and thus, was
burned alive at the stake.
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1. The very life of the servant in the kingdom
does not belong to him.
The servant in the kingdom must be eager to
serve his master to the fullest. The master can
lay claim to the servant’s life any time he
pleases. No servant has the legal and moral
right to withhold his life from the rightful
owner.

2. In what ways do you consider the life you
have to be your own? Discuss

2.1 We used to be  worthless slaves under a
wicked master

2.2 We became members of God’s Kingdom
through sharing in the death of Christ.

2.3 Through death with Christ we became alive
in Christ through His resurrection.

3. How does a person become a citizen of his
country of origin?

4. In what ways do people become citizens of
other countries?
We are born into the Kingdom as children of
the King – John 1:11-13
The miraculous transition we experienced
from Satan’s kingdom into the Kingdom of
God is demonstrated through water baptism.

STUDY 4:  SERVANTS OF THE KINGDOM II
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In this sacrament we publicly declare that we
are dead with Christ and alive only in Him –
Romans 6:5

4.1 In what ways do we make ourselves unworthy
servants of the kingdom?

4.2 Why do servants in the kingdom criticize one
another?

4.3 Are some servants better than others?
4.4 How do we make ourselves credible servants

of the kingdom?

CONCLUSION
Polycarp’s martyrdom is historical reality. He died
for one reason - his unyielding faith in the Lord, Jesus
Christ. Yet Polycarp’s well-recorded death is only one
of many lives that were given to reveal and proclaim
the truth of Jesus Christ

STUDY 4:  SERVANTS OF THE KINGDOM II
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STUDY 5
What is Love?
Main Reading: John 13:34-35

Memory Verse: John 13:35

INTRODUCTION

For a patient in hospital receiving oxygen, the most
important apparatus is the OXYGEN PIPE. A

friend once visited his friend on admission in hospital
and ignorantly stood on the oxygen pipe – the very
and only source of his life. The patient was in mild
coma but realized he was not getting oxygen so he
was making gestures to his friend for help but he
didn’t understand. The patient died within a short
time until the nurses found out that the oxygen pipe
was blocked. That is the power of oxygen. Love in
God’s kingdom is the OXYGEN, without love, the
kingdom of God has no foundation and thus no life.

According to Jesus, the proof of being DISCIPLES is
the fact that we exhibit love. This study will help us
understand the basics about LOVE.

1. What is Love NOT? Love is not just about;
1.1 singing “I love you with the love of the Lord” at

Church/home
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1.2 hugging, shaking hands and smiling at each
other during Church service

Question
How have we misrepresented love in the Church
today?

2. What is Love?
2.1 Love is Eternal (not just about the length but the

quality). Love is the only virtue that would not
cease-1 Cor. 13:8-10

2.2 Love is Light-1 John 2:10-11. This refers to
fellowship, communion. If we walk in love,
we are walking in light and in fellowship.

Question
Without love, one will be walking in darkness, what
does this darkness refer to?

3.1 Love is the proof of your salvation-1 John 4:7-
8. John’s Test of Salvation - If you want to know
whether you are saved, check if you LOVE the
brethren

3.2 Love is the fulfillment of the law-Romans 13:8-
10.

If we love the way God wants us to love, we would
be fulfilling ALL the commandments of God.

STUDY 5:  WHAT IS LOVE?
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From the main reading, discuss the following
questions;

1. What was the new commandment Jesus gave
to his disciples?

2. How do you understand the “one another” in
the text?

3. What is the standard of the love we should
have for one another?

4. Give some examples of how Jesus loved you?
5. How would you be able to love others the way

Jesus loved you?
6. How would “all men” know that you are a

disciple of Jesus Christ?

CONCLUSION
A young lazy lady developed love for a young man.
The day that this young man decided to visit her
family in her house, she wakes up early, cleans the
living room, removes cob-webs etc. because she has
fallen in love. Love motivates us to go even beyond
our strengths and weaknesses. When love is
generated from the inside, it solves all kinds of
problems.

STUDY 5:  WHAT IS LOVE?
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STUDY 6
Love (Fruit) Versus Gifts of the Spirit
Main Reading: Matthew 7:15-23

Memory Verse: Matthew 7:20

INTRODUCTION

Over the years, the Church has emphasized on
the gifts of the Spirit at the expense of the fruit

of the Spirit. We have taught and majored on Acts
2:4 neglecting Galatians 5:22. Even though spiritual
gifts should be desired, it is important to maintain a
good balance. Jesus never said “you will know them
by their gifts,” He said, “You will know them by their
fruits”. The Gifts do not indicate spirituality, but the
fruit does tell something about the tree, a good tree
produces a good fruit and vice versa.  A person may
be excused if he doesn’t have Gifts, but there is no
excuse for not having fruit.

1. JESUS did not say: “By this all men will
know that you are my disciples, if you
SPEAK IN TONGUES.” BUT rather IF YOU
LOVE ONE ANOTHER.

2. The world will know you are a disciple of
Christ by the sign of LOVE.
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3. What do you learn from these Biblical
Characters?

3.1  Samson had gifts – but he was carnal and
messed up his life.

3.2 Saul, first king of Israel was charismatic – he
prophesied, but he was a carnal man and had
the throne taken from him.

3.3 Paul had gifts and but also bore fruit, he
mentioned that Speaking in tongues without
love is mere noise, Prophecy, and the ability to
understand spiritual mysteries etc. without love
means nothing. Giving ALL to the poor without
Love is a loss.           (1 Cor. 13:1-3)

From the main reading, discuss the following
questions;

1. What is common to both true and false
prophets?

2. How would you differentiate true prophets
from false prophets?

3. Which one is easier to fake, gift or fruit? Why?
4. What would happen to a tree that does not

bear fruit?
5. What are some of the fruit a tree (Christian) is

expected to bear?
6. From verses 22-23, what do you learn about

gifts and fruit?

STUDY 6:  LOVE (FRUIT) VERSUS GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT
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7. How does one qualify to enter the kingdom
of God?

CONCLUSION
Indeed, love is like the flour in a cake. You can bake
a cake without eggs or salt. But not without FLOUR.
Love is the Christian life. Many other things such as
gifts are nice but Love is the life.  In seeking the
infilling of the Holy Spirit, the head is the FRUIT of
the SPIRIT and the TAIL is TONGUES. Like hunting
for an animal, once you have the head, the tail is all
yours. But if you target only the tail, the animal can
still run away. If you see someone manifesting a gift,
even raising the dead, Go NEARER to that person,
don’t look at the watches and rings (Gifts) but rather
look closely for the fruit (Love), especially these days
of great deception by false Prophets and miracle
workers.

STUDY 6:  LOVE (FRUIT) VERSUS GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT
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STUDY 7
Degrees of Love -Neighbour  Love 1
Main Reading: Luke 10:30-37

Memory Verse: Leviticus 19:18

INTRODUCTION

There are degrees or types of love and it is
important we understand them and apply them.

The first degree of love is Neighbour love. This is the
Old Testament’s type of love; it is the minimum
degree of love. It is part of God’s moral law, a
universal commandment. Thus it is a law not for only
Christians to obey but expected to be exhibited by
all people. Neighbour love says, “Love your
neighbour as yourself”

1. What does it mean to love your neighbour
as yourself?

1.1 I must wish for my neighbour, the same thing
I wish for myself.

1.2 I must make the same effort to get for my
neighbour what I get for myself.

In practical terms:
2. If I have a plate of food and my neighbor

does not have any, NEIGHBOUR LOVE
means:
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2.1 I should make effort to get him food like I did
for myself or

2.2 I should give him half of what I have.

3. If I have two pairs of suits and my neighbour
doesn’t have any, I should find two suits for
him or give him one of my suits.

4. If my children are well dressed, fed, and going
to school, unlike my neighbour’s children,
neighbour love means, I should make the same
effort for his children that I make for my own.

Sadly, most Christians are not even fulfilling this Old
Testament/universal commandment. Jesus did not
say we should love each other as neighbours. He
asked Christians to love each other as brothers. But
if we could at least love each other as neighbours, a
great revolution would start in the Church.

From the main reading, discuss the following
questions;
1. How many people did the traveling man

meet? Name them.
2. The robbers took advantage of the traveler.

Could there be some ‘robbers’ in the church?
Explain

STUDY 7:  DEGREES OF LOVE - NEIGHBOUR LOVE 1
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3. The Priest and Levite ignored the traveler.
Could there be some ‘Priests’ and Levites in
the church? Explain

4. In your view, what made the Priest and Levite
ignore the traveler?

5. How did the Samaritan demonstrate
neighbour  love?

6. Who are you? A Robber? A Priest? A Levite?
A Samaritan? Who do you want to be?

CONCLUSION
Jesus commands ALL to have neighbour  love. As
Christians, we are expected to demonstrate this kind
of love to all persons and at all times. It is the least
kind of love we can demonstrate. This love should
be demonstrated to persons of all religious
persuasions, friends or enemies, young or old. It is
love for all.

STUDY 7:  DEGREES OF LOVE - NEIGHBOUR LOVE 1
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STUDY 8
Degrees of Love -Neighbour Love 2
Main Reading: Luke 10:30-37

Memory Verse: Leviticus 19:18

INTRODUCTION

Last week, we studied about the meaning of
neighbour love. This week we shall continue to

discuss the topic, “Who Is Your Neighbour?”

From the main reading, who was the neighbor of the
wounded traveler?

Read the following stories and discuss the questions
below.
1. An old lady in Argentina, who thought she

could never win a soul, finally won a soul
through good neighbourliness. A family
moved into the next house as new tenants. She
went over to serve them with a cup of tea. She
followed with some food because they had not
yet got settled. She went back to wash their
dishes. She showed them where the nearest
supermarket was. A month later the whole
family was baptised in the church.
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Please take note that
1.1 She didn’t put a tract under the doormat.
1.2 She never preached about Christ to them.
1.3 She did not go to their house to ask them for a

start of morning devotions.
1.4 She just went in and gave herself in service to

them.

Discussion Question: From the story,
a.  Identify who is a neighbor and how love was

administered to the neighbour.
b. Within your own environment, how would you

identify a neighbor and in what ways can you
demonstrate neighbour  love?

2. A father at Morning Devotions in his home
asked the family to pray for a beggar whom
he passed by the previous night. During the
prayer time, his little child shouted: “Dad, I
have got the answer!” what is it? The father
asked. “Dad, the answer is in your wallet.”
The child knew the father could meet the need
of the beggar. It was not an issue for prayer.

Discussion Question: from the story,
a.  Identify who is a neighbour.
b. What should we not do when we identify a

neighbour who has a need that we can meet?

STUDY 8:  DEGREES OF LOVE - NEIGHBOUR LOVE 2
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c.  Within your own environment, how could you
identify a neighbor and in what ways can you
demonstrate neighbour  love?

CONCLUSION
It is important to understand that God did not send
a tract from heaven to us, he sent JESUS, his son, who
came and lived with us and healed people. He helped
us and shared his life with us. Unfortunately, these
days, we often pass by suffering people and go home
to talk about it. We either gossip about them and
laugh at the scene or feel sorry about the scene and
tell our brother how sorry we feel. Both responses
are bad. We must demonstrate neighbour love.

STUDY 8:  DEGREES OF LOVE - NEIGHBOUR LOVE 2
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STUDY 9
Degrees of Love -Neighbour Love 3
Main Reading: Luke 10:30-37

Memory Verse: Matthew 5:16

INTRODUCTION

The story of the Good Samaritan has been
spiritualized so much. Some have taught that

Jerusalem represents the Church; Jericho represents
the World; the man descending means the believer
leaving the church for the world; the thieves/robbers
represent Satan and his demons. The Good Samaritan
was the brother who brought him back to the church.
Jesus did not spiritualize the story, his admonition
was that “Go and Do the same” (Luke 10:37). In this
study we would discuss practically how we could
demonstrate neighbour love.

• Note that Jesus did not call the Samaritan
“Good” Samaritan. He just said “a certain
Samaritan.”  Luke 10:33. For Jesus, This man
was simply obeying the Old Testament
Commandment. He left money to pay for the
man’s care and He went on to do his business.
And, everybody is required to obey this
commandment. So to Jesus the man was not
special.
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1. Why do we describe the Samaritan Good?
We call him good because we are so bad, by
comparison, that we cannot do what he did.
If God could get us in the Church to be normal Samaritans
whereby we meet the needs of people who are in need, a big
revolution will happen around us.

2. What happens in the church?
Somebody remarks: “This brother is a good deacon.”

3. Why is he a good deacon? The answers we
give are:

3.1 Because he comes to all church meetings; He
tithes regularly; He visits the members; He
cleans the auditorium etc.

3.2 Question
Is that a good deacon? Simply put, he is just a
deacon. The reason we call him a good deacon
is that most deacons do not do what he does.

4. What did Jesus mean by “Go and Do the
same”?
If you see a person in need, you must meet
that need.

Jesus did not say “Go home and pray for the person”.

5. What does he want from you then?
Take one person, one family.

5.1 Start to pray for that family.

STUDY 9:  DEGREES OF LOVE - NEIGHBOUR LOVE 3
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5.2 Start to look for their problems.
5.3 Look for their spiritual, material,

psychological – all kinds of needs.
5.4 Don’t go to them with a tract.
5.5 Go to give yourself to them.
5.6 Give your service to them.
5.7 Let them know that you love them

STUDY 9:  DEGREES OF LOVE - NEIGHBOUR LOVE 3
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STUDY 10
Degrees of Love -Brother Love 1
Main Reading: 1 John 3:11-18

Memory Verse: 1 John 3:16

INTRODUCTION

The neighbour love we have studied over the past
three weeks is good but has limits. It is based on

our love for ourselves. It means loving my neighbor
as much as I love myself. What I cannot do for myself,
I won’t do for my neighbor, and this should be
accepted at the neighbor love level. However, there
is another kind of love that goes beyond the neighbor
love; it is called the brother  love. This love is without
limits and has no boundaries; it is not based on how
much I love myself but how much Christ loved us.
Jesus gave the disciples a new commandment, to love
one another as he has loved them-John13:34

1. Discussion Questions
1.1 How did Jesus love us? What was the full

expression of his love for us?
1.2 Did he love us like himself or more than

himself?
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With this degree of love, self disappears even if it
cost us our lives. This love is not giving half of what
I have to my brother (neighbour  love), but implies
giving ALL I have to my brother. This degree of love
is meant to be exhibited within the Church, the family
of God. It is the love expected to rule the Christian
community.

2. Discussion Questions
2.1 Why should this love be exhibited among

Christians?
2.2 Is it possible to exhibit this love to one another?
2.3 What is the major barrier to demonstrating this

love to one another?
2.4 From the memory verse, how do you know you have

this kind of love?

CONCLUSION
A student in a Church was fond of always giving
excuses of busyness when approached to help at
Church. One day, he fell in love and suddenly he
had time to visit his fiancée two or three times a week.
How did he make it? Where did he get the extra time
to visit? The answer lies in the fact that he was in
love and love was dictating the pace. Indeed if we
love one another like Christ loved us, there will be
no barrier. We must remove the SELF; we must
become CHRIST-centered instead of self-centered.

STUDY 10:  DEGREES OF LOVE - BROTHER LOVE 1
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STUDY 11
Degrees of Love -Brother Love 2
Main Reading: Mark 3:31-35

Memory Verse: Heb. 13:1

INTRODUCTION

In the Christian family, we are expected to
demonstrate brother  love to each. Brother  love is

a mutual love that children of the same father share.
In the New Testament, it always means love of the
fellow believer, because we all have the same
Heavenly Father. We have been called from different
ethnic backgrounds to Christ, but once we come
together, there is no more a dividing wall between,
we are brothers and have the same Father. We must
therefore show love to each other not because we
come from the same town or village or because we
speak the same language but because we have been
saved by the same grace and

From the main reading,
1. Which people came to Christ?
2. What binds the people who came searching

for him?
3. What new order did Jesus set?
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4. In the local Church, who is your brother,
sister and mother?

5. How can we break down the dividing walls
that (sometimes) exist between Christians?

6. How can you demonstrate brotherly love to
your brother in the Church?

CONCLUSION
John 1:12-13 indicates that “as many as received  Him,
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God, not  a human decision or a
husband’s will but born of God.” We are brothers of
the same Father not because we have same blood ties
or come from the same village or speak the same
language. We are brothers because we have all been
born of God.  Let brotherly love continue.

STUDY 11:  DEGREES OF LOVE - BROTHER LOVE 2
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STUDY 12
Degrees of Love –Brother Love 3
Main Reading: 1 John 4:7-21

Memory Verse: 1 John 4:21

INTRODUCTION

John, the apostle of love in his epistles writes so
much about love. In 1 John 4: 7-21, he outlines and

compares God’s love and our love. In this lesson we
will study how brother  love is an evidence of our
love for God.

From the main reading, the reason why we should
demonstrate brother love is because;
1. Brother  Love is of God- 1 John 4:7-8. Every

action of His is motivated out of an “active
goodwill” toward us. Those who love,
demonstrate their sonship. They show that
they are “born of God” and “know God”. The
implication is that if one does not love as God
does, then they have not yet come to truly
know God.

2.  Brother  love is evidence of fellowship with
God (12-16). No one has seen God at any time,
however, when we keep the command to love
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one another, God will abide in us, and His
love will be perfected in us! - We know this is
true because of the Spirit which God has given.

3. Brother  love provides assurance (17-19)-As
we grow and become more complete and
mature in brother love, we will be able to have
boldness in the Day of Judgment. The
boldness will come from knowing that as His
children we were like Him in this world. As
brotherly love is perfected, fear is dispelled.
This is because the prospects of torment
naturally produce fear, thus the more we grow
in God’s love, to that degree fear is dispersed.
If we fear the Day of Judgment that is an
indication we need to grow in love!

 4. Brother  love is essential to loving God (20-
21). To claim to love God and still hate one’s
brother is a lie. This is like those who claim to
have fellowship with God while they walk in
darkness (1Jn 1:6) and those who claim to
know Jesus while not keeping His
commandments ( 1 Jn 2:4). For to love one
whom we cannot see (God) requires that we
first be able to love those whom we can see.
To love God, therefore, means we must
develop brother  love.

STUDY 12:  DEGREES OF LOVE - BROTHER LOVE 3
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Points for Discussion
1. Do you love God? What proves that you love Him?
2. What does it mean to have fellowship with God?

Can you have fellowship with without fellowship
with man?

3. What are the causes of hatred for fellow believers?
4. Can we be justified to have any hatred for brothers?

Why?
5. What will make you confidence on the Judgment

Day?

CONCLUSION
God is love and He is calling on us to also love. He
demonstrated His love by the sacrifice of His son. If
we love, can we also sacrifice for our brothers? May
the Lord help us.
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STUDY 13
LIFE IN THE KINGDOM I
Main Reading: Acts 16: 16-31

Memory Verse: Philippians 1:29

INTRODUCTION

One of the most amazing documents historians
of early Christianity are privileged to have is

the prison diary of a young woman who was
martyred in the year 202 or 203 in Carthage. Her name
is Perpetua. There’s an incredibly powerful trial scene
where Perpetua’s father is pleading with her and,
finally, actually trying to beat her… And the governor
says, “Please, won’t you cooperate?” And Perpetua,
says, “No, I’m a Christian.” She’s insisting on being
martyred as part of her Christian witness. She gives
her baby back over to her family, because she’s still
nursing… She’s led out to the arena. She, with heroic
chastity, faces down the animals and gladiators, and
finally, after being tormented by several animals, a
young gladiator is sent into the arena to dispatch her.
And it’s just an incredibly moving scene; his hand is
trembling so much he can’t cut her. And she grabs
his hand and guides his sword to her own throat.
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Christianity is more than just being an active
member of a particular church denomination.
Among other things it involves the following:
1. Prior acceptance of Jesus Christ as one’s  Lord

and Personal Saviour
2. Commitment to Christian doctrines and values

as revealed in the Word of God
3. Readiness to tell others about the love of God
4. Preparedness to suffer for the sake of Christ.
5. Readiness to forgive those who despise and

persecute us.

The disciple demonstrates by his new birth his desire
to learn to live in the Kingdom of God. His safety in
the Kingdom depends a lot on his obedience to the
word of God and righteousness. No disciple can
survive in the Kingdom in his own strength; this
means he must die to self so that the power of Christ
will be magnified in him. Death to self means seeking
to do the will of Jesus at any cost. Through death to
self the disciple enters into the will of God, and
benefits from all treasures of the Kingdom.

Life in the Kingdom requires constant fellowship
with the Holy Spirit
How did the Holy Spirit help Paul and his team in
the following ways?
1. Establishing contact with Lydia
2. Dealing with the slave girl

STUDY 13:  LIFE IN THE KINGDOM I
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3. Their attitude after they had been beaten and
put into prison?

4. Preventing the Jailor from committing suicide
5. Leading the Jailor and his household to faith

in Christ

A Quote for Meditation
Dirk Willems (died 16 May 1569) is most famous for
turning around to rescue his pursuer, who had fallen
through thin ice. The pursuer was to arrest Willems
who had escaped from prison. He turned to help the
pursuer. But he arrested Willems who was then
tortured and killed for his faith.

If you were Willems what would you have done?

STUDY 13:  LIFE IN THE KINGDOM I
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STUDY 14
LIFE IN THE KINGDOM II
Main Reading: Philippians 3:1-11

Memory Verse: Philippians 3:10

INTRODUCTION

William Hunter (1535 – 1555) was publicly
burned in his home town of Brentwood in

Essex because he was found reading the Bible in
English for himself. He was 19 years old. William
was imprisoned for nine months but he refused to
repent his protestant belief which totally contradicted
the Catholic doctrine despite physical punishment,
threats and bribery. Eventually he was burnt at the
stake because of his beliefs and because he refused
to deny his beliefs. He was martyred because his
highest desire was for His Saviour.

Question
If you were W illiam would you have denied  Jesus in
order to save your life?

Life in the Kingdom requires that the disciple seeks
in all things to be like Christ

The disciple can find in Jesus all that he needs for
fulfillment, and his desire to submit to and live like
Jesus is the key to the treasury of the Kingdom.
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1. The disciple is a steward of resources of the
Kingdom.

2. He needs to put all that he has at the feet of
Christ; with this in place he can look forward
to receiving from Jesus resources he needs for
life in the Kingdom

3. Jesus gave His life for the disciple, so he also
should present his body to Jesus as a living
sacrifice;

4. Jesus is not interested in our treasures; he
needs us; we are the food He feeds on to be
satisfied.

Mention five things for which people delight in
boasting
Why do you think that our faithfulness as disciples does
not depend  on :
• Our academic qualifications
• Our family background or nationality
• Our social status
• Our achievements in life
• The office(s) we hold in the Church
• The contacts we have with people in authority

CONCLUSION
When we grow in fellowship with Jesus Christ we
find life in the Kingdom the greatest pleasure. We
find it a delight to do the following:
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• Desire to know Jesus above all things
• Look on our abilities and achievements with

humility
• Refrain from putting our trust in material

things
• Treasure the reading and  studying the Word

of God
• Face persecution in the strength that He

provides

STUDY 14:  LIFE IN THE KINGDOM II
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STUDY 15
LIFE IN THE KINGDOM III
Main Reading:  2 Thessalonians 3: 6-15

Memory Verse: Philippians 4:9

INTRODUTION

During the decades that Christians suffered
persecution under Roman Emperors, they

looked to the immediate needs of their fellow
Christians and exhorted one another to be gainfully
employed, not idle. They did, however, exclude
themselves from certain professions, such as acting,
gladiatorial fighting and, in some cases, even
teaching. The most significant problem concerning
employment was that of whether or not a Christian
could serve in the army. There was another dilemma
that faced the Christian soldier, especially those of
rank. For example, a centurion was duty-bound to
participate in and to witness pagan sacrificial
ceremonies. If he did not comply he would lose his
office and, most probably, his life.

Life in the Kingdom is to live to glorify God
through doing honest work
The disciple is to use all the resources that God gives
him to glorify God. The following are examples of
ways in which we glorify God:
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1. Doing honest work to the best of our abilities
2. We should seek as much as possible to earn

the bread we eat
3. We should work to support others, but not to

be idle and a burden to others
4. The work we do should not in any way oppose

the Word of God
5. We must see Jesus as the Owner of any work

we do

The Church should help her members to
demonstrate life in the Kingdom
• What are some ways by which lazy believers

live at the expense of others?
• Mention examples of honest work that the

disciple can do to glorify God
• How should the church handle believers who

are lazy and would not want to work?
• What do you think the Church can do to help

unemployed members to be productive?
• In what ways can the Church rehabilitate new

converts to be productive?

CONCLUSION
Life in the Kingdom should reflect the values of the
King by the way the disciple lives. As stewards of
God’s resources we should make every effort to be
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productive, and supportive of others. Yet we should
be careful we do only honest works that glorify God.

Points for Reflection
In which of the following should the disciple be more
interested?

♦  the sort of work he does,
♦ The seriousness with which he does the work
♦  The reasons why he does the work
♦  The material benefits he expects to derive

from doing the work.
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STUDY 16
LIFE IN THE KINGDOM IV
Main Reading: Matthew 12: 1-13

Memory Verse: Matthew 12:7

INTRODUCTION

Victor was a Christian of a good family at
Marseilles, in France; he spent a great part of

the night in visiting the afflicted, and confirming the
weak; and his fortune he spent in relieving the
distresses of poor Christians. He was, however, one
day arrested, and the emperor Maximian ordered
him to be bound, and dragged through the streets.
On this order, he was tortured by the populace. After
they were tired with inflicting torments on him, they
conveyed him to a dungeon. In his confinement, he
converted his jailers, named Alexander, Felician, and
Longinus. On hearing this, the emperor gave an order
and the jailers were accordingly beheaded.

Acts of kindness are necessary in making life in
the Kingdom satisfying
In addition to living a life of moral purity and
commitment to the spreading of the good news, it is
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also expected of the disciple to grow in acts of
kindness. This is because:
1. Through him people can see the love of God

in demonstration
2. Through such acts the genuineness of his faith

is expressed
3. He is expected to walk in acts of kindness just

as Jesus did

What do you think about the following
observations?

1. Some disciples are committed to showing
kindness to all manner of people

2. Some disciples have no sympathy for the poor
and afflicted

3. Some disciples win souls for Christ wherever
they go

4. Some disciples do not attract others to Christ
by the way they live

The disciple must know that life in the Kingdom
is one of giving more than receiving
Acts of kindness done to the glory of God can
sometimes land the disciple into trouble. Some
disciples get discouraged when they experience this.
But we should be prepared at all times to follow the
good examples of:
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• God the Father - John 3:16
• God the Son - Isaiah 53:4-6
•  God the Holy Spirit- I Corinthians 12:7-
11

Points for Discussion
1. What difficulties have you had as a result of

showing kindness to others?
2. What should we expect after showing

kindness to the poor and afflicted?
3. Why should the disciple continue to show

kindness to others?
4. How many disciples do you have? Where are

they?
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