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I  PROLEGOMENA

A.	THE MEANING OF THE WORD THEOLOGY AND ITS SCOPE

	1.	The word theology comes from two Greek words. Theos is the word for God and Logos  means word or 
		discourse.1 Theology then is the teaching or science of God and it has been called "the queen of the sciences".

	2.	In general, theology refers to the whole realm of Christian doctrine. Specifically speaking it refers to the doctrine 
		of God in particular. This is called theology proper.

B.	SOME OF THE DIFFERENT APPROACHES OR DIVISIONS OF THEOLOGICAL STUDY

	1.	Natural theology

		This approach deals with what is revealed about God in nature. Roman Catholic theology leans heavily upon this.

	2.	Revealed theology

		This approach deals with the truth about God, as it is revealed in the Scriptures alone.

   	3.	Biblical theology

		This approach deals with Bible truth revealed to a particular writer of Scripture (such as the teachings of Paul or 
		Luke) or truth related to a particular period of time (such as the Mosaic period or prophetic period). It involves the 
		study of languages, archaeology, and hermeneutics.

  	4.	Historic theology

		This approach deals with the origin and development of a particular doctrinal teaching. It traces its progress 
		historically in the Church councils, creeds, and practices.

	5.	Practical theology

		This approach deals with the application of theological truth as it relates to ministry and practice in life. This would
		involve areas like homiletics and church administration.

	6.	Dogmatic theology

		This approach deals with doctrinal truth related to basic beliefs of the Christian faith such as the virgin birth and 
		forms an apologetic or defense for that particular doctrine.

	7.	Systematic theology

		This approach deals with all the truth about God and arranges it in a logical and systematic scheme or 
           system under particular divisions for that purpose. It incorporates all the truth derived from all the above sources.2


C.	SOME REASONS WHY WE NEED A METHOD OF SYSTEMATIZING THEOLOGICAL TRUTH TO 
	TEACH AND PREACH

	1.	It is mentally required since we tend to think in a logical and relative manner about things.

	2.	It is a Biblical requirement because God's revealed truths cover different time periods and variety of forms.

	3.	It is a requirement for a proper spiritual life and it provides the basis from which proper behavior is derived - right 
		actions come from right beliefs.

	4.	It is required for proper Christian service. In order for us to minister to others we must have the facility of a 
		systematic theology.

	5.	Note how the apostles taught doctrine (Mark 4:2; Acts 2:42; II Tim. 2:2; 3:10; I Tim. 4:16).3

D.	THE DIVISIONS OF SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY

	1.	Bibliology - the study of the Bible.

	2.	Theology proper - the study of God's essence.

	3.	Angelology - the study of angels.

	4.	Anthropology - the study of man.

	5.	Soteriology - the study of salvation.

	6.	Ecclesiology - the study of the Church.

	7.	Christology - the study of Christ.

	8.	Pneumatology - the study of the Holy Spirit.

	9.	Eschatology - the study of the last things.

E.	THE QUESTION OF AUTHORITY IN THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

	1.	Liberalism

		In the liberal camp what is believed is based largely upon reason, as it is reconciled with scientific thought. Man
		then becomes the authority of what is believed. Note Heb. 11:6; II Thess. 3:2; Rom. 3:3.


	2.	Roman Catholicism

		This group bases what is believed upon the teachings and traditions of the church. These are just as binding as
		the Scriptures and this makes the church governing body the authority. Note Mark 7:12, 13.
	
	3.	Fundamentalism

      	This group bases what it believes upon what the Bible says so that the Word of God is the authority for what is
		believed and practiced. Note II Tim. 3:16.4

F.	SOME PRECONCEPTIONS WHICH AFFECT AND/OR DISTORT ONE'S METHOD OF SYSTEMATIZING
	THEOLOGICAL TRUTH.

	1.	Calvinism

This theological position grew out of the teachings of John Calvin (1509-1564). Much of what he taught came
from the teachings of Augustine (353-430). These teachings magnify the sovereignty of God and the total
depravity of man. Accordingly salvation is held to be by the grace of God apart from any or all human merit.
Note Eph. 2:8,9.

	2.	Hyper-Calvinism

		This theological position came from the teachings of men like Theodore Beza (1519-1605) which took the 
		sovereignty of God in salvation to the exclusion of human responsibility and repentance and made God the author
		of sin. Note that unbelief is the worst of all sins. Note also II Pet. 3:9.

	3.	Arminianism

		This theological position grew out of the teachings of Jacob Arminus (1560-1609). His teachings led to the belief
		that a believer could fall from grace and lose salvation, so salvation, in part, is predicated upon human
		responsibility and works. Note Titus 3:5.5


II  BIBLIOLOGY

A.   INTRODUCTORY THINGS

	1.	The place and importance of Bibliology

        	a.	Bibliology is the basis or “platform upon which all other doctrines are built.” 6

         	b.	Note for this reason Bibliology is a prime target of Satan. If the authority of the Word of God is
              	destroyed then there is no sound basis to support any doctrinal belief.

   	2.	The meaning of the word Bibliology

		The word Bible comes from the Greek word meaning roll or book. In the ancient world a reed-like plant
		called the papyrus was stripped of its bark. This was then dried to form a writing surface. The Bible is rightly
		called "the Holy Book".7 

  	3.	The structural breakdown of the Bible

		The Bible contains 66 books divided into the O.T. and the N.T. or covenants.

      	a.   Classification of the O.T. books

			(1)	Law - Genesis to Dt.

			(2)	History- Joshua to Esther

			(3)	Poetical - Job to Song of Solomon

			(4)	Major Prophets - Isaiah to Daniel

			(5)	Minor Prophets - Hosea to Malachi

     	b.	Classification of N.T. books.

			(1)	Gospels - Matthew to John

			(2)	Historical - Acts

			(3)	Epistolary - Romans to Jude

			(4)	Prophetic - Revelation

    4.	The various names referring to the Bible.

    		a.	Scripture - means "writing" and usually refers to a particular passage (Gal. 4:30; Mark 12:10 is referring
			to Psa. 118:22).

   		b.	Scriptures (pl.) - usually refers to the Bible as a whole (Matt. 22:29; Acts 17:11).


  		c.	Holy Scriptures - (Rom. 1:2; II Tim. 3:15). This is appropriate since the Bible is set apart from other
			literature.

		d.   Word of God - (Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12).

   		e.	The law, the prophets and the writings. (Luke 24:27, 44). This is the way the Jews divided the O.T.
			and referred to it.

		f.	The law and the prophets and the law - both were used to refer to the O.T. as a whole (Acts 13:15;
			Psa. 1:2).

      	g.   Oracles of God - is reference to the O.T. (Rom. 3:2; Heb. 5:12 ).
.
           h.   The Bible - refers to both the O.T. and the N.T. as a whole.8

B.	REVELATION
	
	1.	Meaning and Definitive Statement.

 		a.	Revelation means "unveiling." It is the unveiling of the truth regarding God.9  

  		b.	Revelation is the divine act of God, “making Himself and relevant truths about Himself known to man.'' 10

     2.   Kinds of Revelation. Two types:

  		a.	General (natural) revelation - is the truth of God communicated to all men in general and it employs both
			universal and discernable means, which are common in nature or common to man. 

			(1)	Scope - it involves all people everywhere (Matt. 5:45; Acts 14:17). It is universally known (Psa. 19:2). It is
				discerned in nature (Rom. 1:20) and manifested to the mind of man (Rom. 2:14-15).

				(2)	Means employed - creation, conscience, man's conceptions (intellectually and morally).

			(3)	Contents - all men can know of God's power and glory in creating the universe (Psa. 19:1; Rom. 1:19,20);
				they can know of God's intelligence (Acts 17:29); of His goodness (Matt. 5:45); of His person and
				providential control (Rom. 1:20; Acts 14:17).

			(4) 	Sufficiency

				(a)	General Revelation - is non-soteriological. It is insufficient to save anyone.

	     			(b)  General Revelation - is sufficient to bring light or the knowledge of God so that, if it is 
                            accepted, it will lead to more revelation of God.

                      (c)	General Revelation - is enough to render the heathen inexcusable for his sin and condemn him
						if he rejects such revelation of God (Rom. 1:20).

		b.  Special Revelation - is the truth of God communicated in His Word and through several avenues as 
			recorded in His Word.

			(1)	Scope - it is limited to what God has revealed in His Word and it is progressive
       			(Heb. 1: 1), purposeful (II Tim. 3:15-17) and addresses man as a sinner in need of salvation.11

			(2) Means employed

 				(a)   The lot (Prov. 16:33; Acts 1:21-26


(b)   The Urim and Thummim (Ex. 28:30; Num. 27:21). (two stones)

				(c)   Dreams- when prophet was asleep (Gen. 15:12; 28:11, 12).

				(d)   Visions- when prophet was awake (Gen. 15:1; 46:2; Acts 10:9, 10).

				(e)   Theophanies - appearances of Christ in the O.T (Gen. 18:1-33; Josh.
      				    5:13-15; Judges 2:1-5).

				(f)   Angels (Dan. 9:20, 21; Luke 2:10, 11; Rev. 1:1).

				(g)  Prophets (II Sam. 23:2; Zech. 1:1).

				(h)  Special events - Israel's deliver (Mic. 6:5), incarnation (Jn. 1:14).

				(i)   Jesus Christ - Christ revealed God's nature (Jn.14:9), God's glory (Jn.1:14), 
         				   God's love (Rom. 5:8), God's power and wisdom (Jn. 3:2; 7:46).

				(j)   Bible - reveals God's person, works, and plan for man's salvation.12


               (3) Sufficiency - special revelation is needful for men to be saved. Because it is only by the Word
                    of God that men can know the love and grace of God in the person of Christ and exercise faith 
                    in Him. (Rom. 10:17). Special revelation is therefore soteriological.

C.  INSPIRATION

     1.   Definition

		“God so supernaturally directed the writers of Scriptures that without waiving their human intelligence,
            literary style, or personal feelings, or any other human factors, His completed and coherent message 
            to man was recorded with perfect accuracy, the very words of the the original bearing the authority of
		 divine authorship.” 13

     2.	Importance

		If the Bible is not divinely inspired then there is no basis of authority upon which to build any doctrinal
		teachings.

		Example: cogs in machine
		If one begins with a wrong premise one will never come to a right conclusion.

     3.	Some distinctions

		a.	Between Revelation and inspiration.


			(1)	  Revelation has to do with God's influence in communicating truth to man.

			(2)   Inspiration has to do with God's influence which secures an accurate transference of God's 
      				truth into language. In other words inspiration deals with what is recorded and its accuracy.

			(3)   There can be revelation from God which is not inspired or recorded (Rev. 10:3,4; 11 Cor. 12:2-4)
       				or opposite (Luke 1:1-4).

  		b.	Between Revelation and Illumination

			(1)   Revelation is the work of God the Father.

			(2)   Illumination is the work of the Holy Spirit (Jn. 16:12-15; I Jn. 2:27).

     4.   Erroneous Views

 		a.   Natural Inspiration

			(1)   Theory - holds that the authors of the Bible to be men of great literary genius who didn't need
       				any supernatural help. So then, there is nothing supernatural about the Scriptures. According 
       				to this view the Bible writers were inspired in the same way artists, poets and musicians are inspired.

			(2) 	Refutation - "the inspiration of everybody is equivalent to the inspiration of nobody".14 Why can't 
      	 			we find such geniuses today to write books of equal inspiration?

 		b.   Universal Christian Inspiration

			(1)   Theory - holds all Christians of all times have been inspired. The only difference is the degree to which 
       				men are inspired, not the kind of inspiration. (Schleiermacher).

			(2)   Refutation - Question is- where is the kind of inspiration demonstrated by the Biblical authors? 
				  This view holds the writers to be inspired; God said the Scriptures were (II Tim. 3:16).

		c.   Endorsement View

			(1)   Theory - holds that God left human authors to their own devices without any divine assistance and simply 
					endorsed what they had written after it was written.

			(2)   Refutation - the Bible says the Holy Spirit was in the writers (I Pet. 1:11) and moved them to write 
					what they wrote (II Pet. 1:21).


		d.   Mechanical or Dictation Theory -

			(1)   Theory - hold that the Bible authors were like robots and had nothing to do with the message 
       				they wrote.

			(2)    Refutation. - If God's work had been dictated, the literary style would all be the same or uniform.
					Also the Bible displays the feelings of the writers (Psa. 51; Luke 1:1-4; Rom. 9:1-3). There is 
       				an example of dictation however of God's message to Moses (Ex. 20:1; 21:1, 24:3; 25:1).

		e.	Partial Inspiration

			(1)   Theory - holds that only parts of the Bible are inspired. What the writers had knowledge of 
                     	such as historical events is not inspired. The only portions inspired are that which they did not 
                       know (Daniel Fuller).

               (2)	   Refutation - Bible states all Scripture is inspired (II Tim. 3:16).15
		
		f.	Degree Inspiration -

			(1)   Theory - holds that all the Bible is inspired but not to the same degree. Some parts are more inspired than
					others.

			(2)   Refutation - Since inspiration has to do with the supernatural directing in an accurate recording of 
				  God's Word, what is recorded is equal in inspiration.

		g.	Thought or Concept Inspiration

			(1)   Theory - holds that God gave the writers of Scripture the concept or idea, but left them to
                      express it in their own writing. It leaves room for the author's words then to be inaccurate.

			(2)   Refutation - the Bible states that the Holy Spirit gave the very words (I Cor. 2:13; I Pet. 1:11).

		h.   Barthian Inspiration

			(1)   Theory - holds that the Bible writers wrote things in their own experiences and the Bible is only a
					record of their experiences which may not be accurate. It then is not inspired, but rather a record
					of those inspired and it can become inspired to us when it speaks to us regarding Christ.

			(2)   Refutation - correct doctrine demands accurate basis of Biblical data.16


     5.   Correct View – verbal plenary inspiration of God

 		a.   Verbal - means the "very words" which were recorded were the result of God's supernatural influence.

			 Evidences and Considerations

					(1)   In some portions of Scriptures God Himself is speaking or writing (Ex. 20:1; 24:12; Matt. 3:17).

                      (2) 	In some portions God gave the specific words for men to record (Ex. 4:10-15; Rev. 2:1,8,12,18).

                      (3) 	In some portions men are using their own words (Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1).

				  (4)	In some cases the authors did not understand what they were writing about (I Pet. 1:10-12;
						Dan. 12:8,9).

				  (5)	In some portions different words were used by different authors to record the very same
                            events (Matt. 26:26, 27; Luke 22:19,20). This is done for a different purpose or perspective 
                            and is not a discrepancy.

        	b.	Plenary Inspiration - means (plenus or full) and holds that all the Scriptures are inspired of God.

        		Evidence and considerations.

                      (1)   The Bible emphatically claims to be fully inspired of God (II Tim. 3:16) "all" Scripture.

                      (2)   Repeatedly through the whole Bible, it is claimed to be the message of God (“thus saith the Lord” ).

                      (3)   Paul testified that what he had said was God's Word (I Thess. 2:13).

                      (4)   Peter testified that Paul's writings were "Scripture" (II Pet. 3:15,16).17

         c.   The Source of Scripture (II Tim. 3:16)

     		    “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God”... The word inspiration comes from the Greek word 
     		    theopneustos and means literally, "God-breathed". Here we see God Himself is the author of the 
     		    Scriptures. They are His “breathed out” Word (Matt. 4:4).18
        
	   d.   The Method of Scripture (II Pet. 1:21).

               Here we see God's Word came through divinely chosen men who "were moved" (born along) by the 
               Holy Spirit. Just as a sail-boat is moved by the wind so the Holy Spirit moved the writers of Scriptures 
               using their personalities, feelings, intelligence and other human factors to record His Word.


         e.   Conclusions on Inspiration

         		(1).   From the divine side - the Scriptures are the Word of God and are the supernaturally directed 
                 		record of God's mind.

         		(2).	From the human side - they are the results of divinely chosen instruments who were used to
                		record God's Word into written form.

         		(3).	We may conclude then that the Scriptures came from God through man, so that every word was 
                		actually an utterance of God recorded by a human author, and that neither the divine authorship 
               		nor the human authorship impaired the other.19


D.	INTERPRETATION

	1.	Definition - “Interpretation is the human process of determining the meaning of Scripture.” 20 The science 
           that deals with this is called hermeneutics.

	2.	Difference to note - Revelation, inspiration and illumination are divine processes. Interpretation is a
           human process.

      3.	Improper methods

		a.	Superstitious - this method began among some of the Jews and held that there was a hidden meaning behind 
			the words of the Scriptures. Some such as the Cabbalists of the twelfth century believed that even each letter 
			had a supernatural power. This method comes from a false view of inspiration.

		b.	Allegorical - this method was propagated by the Jewish philosopher Philo and was passed 
            	on by Clement of Alexander to Origen. What it does is to spiritualize the Scriptures. It takes 
               the historical facts of Scripture and interprets them to represent something else. Paul used 
               Isaac and Ishmael to teach an allegory between law and grace in Gal. 4, but to allegorize Scripture 
               is to discount the historical facts.

        	c.	Rationalistic - this method makes human reason the determining factor and interprets Scriptures 
               on that basis. If it is unreasonable, it has to be wrong. The problem here is that it leaves out faith. 
               Also there are many things in the Bible which we can't understand or figure out rationalistically.

         	d.	Mythological - this method presumes that the Bible was written in myths or imaginary stories. 
                To interpret the meaning one must use some dialectical method to get to the real meaning. This 
                method is what Neo-orthodoxy uses.21

	4.	Proper Method

      	a.  Interpret Scripture grammatically - Note D.L. Cooper's golden rule of interpretation - "When
			the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense, seek no other sense; therefore, take every 
               word at its primary, ordinary, usual, literal meaning unless the facts of the immediate context, 
               studied in light of related passages and axiomatic and fundamental truths indicate clearly otherwise.” 22 

         	b. Interpret Scripture contextually - since words do not stand alone there is a relationship to 
               consider between what precedes and what follows them. In other words, how words are used
               in relationship to others determines its meaning.

         	c. Compare Scripture with Scripture - Look up other passages related to the same subject. This 
               will clarify many problems because it will give a fuller meaning of the subject.

		d.  Some other things to consider  

               (1)	  We must keep in mind that the Bible is a progressive revelation, which becomes more 
                      clear as it nears completion.

               (2)	  We must consider a passage harmonistically. Our interpretation cannot be 
                		contradictory to other Scriptures.

               (3)	  We must consider a passage in its historical background and interpret it according 
                       to the meaning known and intended by the author.

     		    (4)   We must let obscure passages give way to clear passages. For example Acts 2:38 cannot
          		       teach salvation by baptism when over a 150 passages teach salvation by grace through faith.

			(5)   We must realize, while there may be many applications to a passage, there is only one 
          		       interpretation to it. 23

E.   ILLUMINATION
      1.	Meaning - to “make light”or “to enlighten”
		Doctrinally speaking, illumination “is the work of the Holy Spirit upon the hearts of spiritual Christians 
		enabling them to understand the Bible.” 24 (Jn. 14:17,26; 16:12-14; 1 Cor. 2:14-3:4). Enns states, “Illumination 
		can thus be defined as the ministry of the Holy Spirit whereby He enlightens those who are in a right          
		relatoinship with Him to comprehend the written Word of God.” 25
    
      2.	Ministry to the natural (unsaved) man

 		a.	The condition of the unsaved or natural man (I Cor. 2:14)

			(1)   He is spiritually dead (Jn. 8:24; Eph. 2:1,12).

			(2)   He is blinded by the devil (II Cor. 4:3,4).

			(3)   He is captive and controlled by the devil (Eph. 2:2; II Tim. 2:26).

			(4)   He is unable to understand the precious things of the gospel (I Cor. 1:18).

			(5)   He stands in need of the illuminating power of the Holy Spirit to give him understanding concerning 
       				the gospel message (II Cor. 4:4).

		b.   What the precious Holy Spirit does in the life of the unsaved.

			(1)	   He will convict or convince them of sin, righteousness, and judgment when they hear the Word of 
       				God (Jn. 16:7-11)

			(2)	   He will show an individual who the Lord Jesus is, what He has done for them, and what they need 
       				to do (Jn.16: 14,15).

		c.	What an unsaved person can do

			(1)   A person can disregard the ministry of the Holy Spirit and exercise his will not to be saved 
      			  (Matt. 23:37; Jn. 5:40).

			(2)   A person can resist the ministry of the Holy Spirit and reject the Lord as Saviour (Acts 7:51).

			(3)   A person can actually strive with the Holy Spirit and let the devil take God's Word out of his 
       			  heart (Gen. 6:3; Luke 8:12).

	3.	Ministry to the carnal Christian.

 		a.   The condition of the carnal (fleshly) man (I Cor. 3:1).

			(1)   He is a babe or immature in the things of Christ (Heb. 5:13).

			(2)   He follows after the things of the flesh rather than the things of the Spirit (Gal. 5:16-21).

			(3)   	He is grieving the Holy Spirit because of sin (Eph. 4:30) and therefore is unable to understand
       				the deeper things of God (I Cor. 3:2; Eph. 1:17).

			(4)   He is a miserable person, not at home in the world, and not at home in the things of the Lord.

		b.   What the Holy Spirit is hindered from doing in the life of the carnal Christian.

			(1)   He is unable to teach them more truths (I Cor. 3:2; Eph. 1:17).
		
			(2)   He is unable to fill them and use them for God's glory (Acts 1:8; 4:31).

			(3)   He is unable to produce the kind of fruit that ought to characterize the child of God. (Gal. 5:22,23).

	4.	Ministry to the spiritual Christian.

		a.	The condition of the spiritual man (I Cor. 2:15).

			(1)   He is saved and controlled by the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:18)

			(2)   He is able to discern the deeper truths of God's Word and to grow spiritually (I Cor. 2:15; 9,10).

			(3)   He is able to witness and win others to the Lord (Acts 4:31,32).

		b.   What the Holy Spirit is able to do in his life.

			(1)   The Holy Spirit is able to guide him (Jn. 16:13).

			(2)   He is able to teach him and use him in a great capacity (Acts 13:2).

			(3)   He is able to give him a peace and a joy in the Lord's service, which is able to sustain him 
					in every circumstance (I Pet. 1:8; Phil. 1:12-18).

     5.	Some prerequisites for the Holy Spirit's ministry of illumination in our lives.

		a.	First there must be Godly men who are mature in the Word of God and faithful in delivering the message of the 
			Bible (Rom. 10:14; 12:7; 1 Cor. 12:28; Gal. 6:1; 11 Tim. 2:2).

		b.	Next we must have a desire to know and want to learn more of the things of God (Jn. 7:17; 1 Pet.2: 2).

		c.	Finally we must have a spirit-controlled life (Gal. 5:16; Eph. 5:18). 26

F.   VIVIFICATION

      1.   Meaning - “The Bible is not a dead piece of literature but is living.” 27  It is “living” in the sense that the 
            Holy Spirit who penned it, also uses it to carry on His ministry (Heb. 4:12). It should be noted that the Holy 
            Spirit never works apart from the Word of God

     2.   The power in God's Word

          a.   It has the power to regenerate or bring salvation (Rom. 1:16; II Tim. 3:15; 1 Pet. 1:23; John 3:5;
                Eph. 5:26; James 1:18).

          b.   It is the means in producing a holy life.

			(1)   It has the power to prevent sin in a person's life (Psalm 119:11).

               (2)   It can cleanse from sin (Jn. 15:3; Eph. 5:26).

			(3)   It can make us fruitful (Psa. 1; John 15:1-8; Gal. 5:22,23).

		c.	It is the weapon for spiritual battles (Matt. 4:1-11; Eph.6:10-18; Heb. 4:12). All of the 
			armament for Christian warfare (Eph. 6) is related to the Word of God.

	3.	Some ways it is symbolized

		Sword (Eph. 6:17); discerner or critic (Heb. 4:12); a lamp and light (Psa. 119:105); a mirror or looking glass
		(II Cor. 3:18; James 1:22-25); water (Jn. 3:5; Eph. 5:26); food - milk and meat (Job 23:12; 1 Cor. 3:2;
		Heb. 5:12,13; 1 Pet. 2:2); Gold (Psa. 19:10); Fire (Jer. 20:9; 23:29); hammer (Jer. 23:29); seed ( I Pet. 1:23);
		rain and snow (Isa. 55:10,11); and as the Word (Heb. 4:12).

G.   PRESERVATION

      1.   Meaning - God, who gave us His Word, has promised to preserve His Word (Psa. 119:89, 152; Matt. 5:18; 
            24:35; 1 Pet. 1:23,25) This means God's Word is indestructible.

      2.   Some proofs of this fact

            a.   Only a small percentage of books survive 25 years. A much smaller percentage survive a century.
                  It is a very small number that go back 1000 years (Thiessen).

            b.   Over the years there have been numerous attacks upon the Word of God and attempts to destroy it.
                  Nearly 200 years ago Thomas Paine wrote the "Age of Reason" in which he tried to discredit the Bible 
                  and destroy it. He predicted the Bible would go out of print in 50 years.

            c.   No other piece of literature has been handed down and preserved as the Bible has. And despite the
                  hatred of men with all their attempts to destroy it, God is still fulfilling His promise
                  (Isa. 40:7,8; 1 Pet. 1:23-25). 28

H.   PERSPICUITY
    
      1.   Meaning - this word means clarity, and when we would use it in a theological sense, it means ”the Bible 
            was given to men to be understood.” 29

      2.   Considerations and limitations

            a.   This doesn't mean it's going to be clear to the unsaved man ( I Cor. 2:14).

            b.   This doesn't mean we're going to understand everything in it (Dt. 29:29; Acts 8:30; 11 Pet. 3:16).

            c.   It does mean it has an inherent clarity so that the common man can understand it. For hundreds of 
                  years the Roman Catholic Church denied this fact and refused to allow those outside the priesthood to 
                  have it.

I.    CANONICITY OR AUTHORITY

      1.   Definition - Canonicity is the human process by which the books of the Bible were differentiated from 
            other uninspired writings. The Word canon comes from the Greek word meaning rod or reed and it refers
            to a straight rod used in measuring. It came to mean the body of writings, which make up the inspired 
            books of the Bible. 30

	2.   Some major differences between canonical and non-canonical books.

		a.   Non-canonical books contradict the teachings of canonical books.

		b.   Non-canonical books include all kinds of fanatical elements in them.

          c.   Non-canonical writers claim to have different levels of authority among themselves.	

	3.	The process and proof of O.T. canonicity.

		a.	Process

  			(1) 	During the 5th century B.C. the canonical books of the O.T. were collected and 
					recognized as the inspired books. Prior to the exile, the Scriptures had been laid up or 
         				stored (Josh. 24:26; 1 Sam. 10:25).

			(2)   The church fathers of the N.T. accepted the 39 books of the O.T. as canonical. Augustine is 
        				the only one who included the Apocrypha but acknowledged that they were not fully 
        				authoritative. It was at the council of Trent (1546) that the Roman Catholic Church 
         				officially recognized these books as canonical.

        	b.	Proof
			
               (1)   The Jews reject the apocrypha.

               (2)   Christ vindicated the O.T. by His quotations in the N.T (Matt. 5:17; Luke 11:51).

               (3)   Of some 250 O.T. quotations in the N.T. none allude to any apocryphal books.

               (4)   The Jewish historian, Josephus, also listed the O.T. canon as containing the 24 books of 
                      the Hebrew Bible, which is the same as our 39 books.

  	4.   The process and determining factors of N.T. Canonicity

   		a.	Process of canonicity

          (1)  	During the apostolic period up to around 100 AD the writers testified that their writings were the 
               	Word of God (Col. 4:16; I Thess. 4:15). The word "Scripture'' was a designation of canonical 
                	books (I Tim. 5:18 cp Dt. 25:4; Luke 10:7).

          (2) 	From the apostolic period up to 170 AD the N.T. books were circulated from church to church 
                 and collected.

(3)	 From 170 AD to around 303 AD these books were listed and recognized as canonical.

		  (4) 	 From 303 AD to 397 AD the books were ratified in church councils to be canonical. The 
               	 Council of Carthage (397 AD) fixed the limits of the N. T. Cannon to include 27 books.

  		b.	Determining factors

        		(1)	  Test of authority - each book had to be written by an apostle or be backed by one who was an apostle.

            	(2)	  Test of internal evidence - each book had to display evidence of inspiration and conform 
                	   to the teachings of others.

	  		(3)	  Test of acceptance - each book had to gain acceptance by the churches as they were circulated.

     5.   Reasons for rejecting the Apocrypha books of the Old and New Testaments.

		a.	The word apocrypha comes from the Greek word meaning “hidden things”. This is the name 
       		applied to the books, which are included in the Roman Catholic Bible and are considered by them 
       		to be canonical.

		b.	Notice no Jews accept the apocrypha as part of the Hebrew Bible.

		c.	Secondly although Christ quoted much of the O.T. and substantiated different accounts He never quoted from
			any of these books.

			(1)	   He referred to the creation (Matt. 19:4); flood (Luke 17:27); Sodom (Luke 17:29); Jonah 
       				(Matt. 12:40); Naaman (Lk 4:27).

			(2)	   He stamped His approval on the Pentateuch (Jn. 5:46; Matt. 22:23-32); the historic books
       				(Lk 4:25-27); the Psalms (Mark 12:10); and the prophets (Lk 4:17-21).

		d.  The apocrypha books have been proven to have chronological and historical mistakes.

		e.  These books teach false doctrine

			(1)   With regard to God, some teach He hears the prayers of the dead and receives their offerings.

			(2)   With regard to man, some teach the pre-existence of souls and that the body is a weight to man's soul.

			(3)   With regard to salvation, some teach man is saved by his good deeds.

			(4)   With regard to eternal punishment, some teach deliverance through the prayers and gifts of the living.

		f.   No branch of the Christian church has recognized these books as being canonical. 31



I. INTRODUCTION TO THEOLOGY PROPER

A.   Scope of this study

      1.	Theology Proper deals with the doctrine of God. It includes His Person, existence, attributes, unity,
           trinity, decrees and works.

      2.	This study does not go into detail as far as God's works are concerned since these are dealt with in other 
           areas of theology.

B.   Sources which support the knowledge of God

    	1.	Intuition

           This is a belief or innate idea, which a person assumes to be true. In addition to God's revelation in 
           creation (Rom. 1:19), man is intuitively conscious of someone to whom he is responsible. In other 
           words, he has a conception that there is a God. (Rom. 2:14,15).

	2.	Tradition

           The knowledge of God is something that was no doubt passed down traditionally from one generation
           to another starting with Adam. This form or oral tradition was used down to 1450 BC until God's
           revelation became written. This method is cited in the Word of God.(II Tim. 1:13; 2:2).

	3.	Reason

           Since man is an intelligent being with the God-given ability to reason, he has the capacity therefore
           to know about God as He is revealed to him in nature and in His Word.

   	4.  Revelation

      	God is revealed to man in natural revelation (Psa. 19:1,2; Rom. 1:19, 20) as well as special revelation 
           in His Word. Notice by intuition, tradition, and reason, man can know of God, but it is only as he reasons 
           from special revelation that he can actually know God personally.


II. 	GOD'S PERSON AND EXISTENCE

A.   The Person of God

	1.	Definition of Who He is

		a.	As stated in the Scriptures

			(1)	   God is a Spirit (Jn. 4:24). Existing as a Spirit, God is a non-corporeal being meaning that
       				He does not have a body (Luke 24:39). The Israelites at Mt. Horeb heard His voice but saw 
       				no form (Dt. 4:12).

			(2)	   For a complete definition of who God is, it is necessary to consider Him in the many ways
         				that He is revealed to us in the Scriptures. For example note I Pet. 1:16; I Jn. 4:8. 32

		b.	As Scripturally compiled and formulated

			(1)	   “God is a spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
				   goodness, and truth." 33

			(2)	   This is what He is - infinite, eternal, and unchanging in His being (Psa. 139). Here in this Psalm we see 
				   His omniscience (1-6); His omnipresence (7-12), and His omnipotence (13-19).

			(3)	   This is God's character also in His wisdom (Matt. 10:30; Acts 15:18; Heb. 4:13), in His power (Isa. 45:5-7;
					Matt. 19:26; II Cor. 6:18), in His holiness (Ex. 15:11; Lev. 11:44,45; 1 Pet. 1:15,16), in His justice (Dt. 
					32:4; Zeph. 3:5), in His goodness (Rom. 2:4; Acts 14:15-17), and in His truth (Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18).

	2.	Descriptions of His person

		a.	God is described in the Scriptures in an anthropomorphic way. This word means "man-form" and it is 
			picturing God as having human form so that we might know more of Him. In this way the essence or substance 
			of a non-corporeal person is accommodated to corporeal beings.

		b.	Note some anthropomorphic ways God is described: Having a heart (Hos. 11:8), hands (Ex. 3:20), arm (Ex. 6:6),
			mouth (Num. 12:8), feet (Gen. 3:8), thoughts (Isa. 55:8), ear (Psa. 11:4), and eyes (Psa. 94:9).

B.	The proofs for God's existence

	1.	From a Scriptural standpoint

		a.	The Scriptures assume the existence of God (Gen 1:1; Heb. 11:6).

		b.	The Biblical writers testified to the Words of God (Ex. 20:1; Jonah 1:1; Isa. 6:3; Matt. 3:17).

		c.	The Bible records personal appearances of God (Gen. 3:8; 12:7; Ex. 24:9-11). Compare Ex. 33:20; Jn. 1:18.
			The real essence of God has never been seen by men.

		d.	Christ testified that He proceeded from the Father (Jn. 6:46; 8:42; 16:27,28). The Lord's Word alone is an 
			infallible witness to the existence of God.

	2.	From the standpoint of rational argument: These arguments do not prove the existence of God, but they offer 
           some powerful premises which infer His existence.

		a.	The cosmological argument - from effect to a cause.

			This argument contends that everything in the universe is the result of some cause that produced it. This point
			is made in Hebrews 3:4, and to us who believe, the Cause behind the creation and its substance is God.

		b.	The teleological- argument - from design to a Designer

			This argument contends on the basis of design and purpose in the universe there must be an intelligent
			personal designer behind it. William Paley's (1743-1805) watch argument contending that a watch had a 
			designer uses this argument. It is evident that the universe, which is a cosmos and not chaos, had a Designer 
			behind it all and we see His omnipotent hand in the snowflake, the seasons, and the courses of the stars. We 
			find this argument in the Scriptures (Psa. 94:9,10; Isa. 45:18) and it is amplified in Psa. 104 so that it has been 
			called the teleological Psalm.

		c.  The anthropological argument - from man back to God

			This argument has been called the moral argument because it contends that man being a moral being must 
			have a Creator of similar constitution. Thus, it follows that behind us, there is One who created us in His own 
			image (Gen. 1:26,27) having intellect, emotion and a will, although He Himself is not finitely identical to us.

		d.	The ontological argument - from man's conception to God's existence or being

			This argument contends that since man has a conception of a perfect Being - that Being must exist. It thusly 
			follows, as we inductively reason on the basis of what we see in the created universe, there must be an 
			absolute perfect Being behind it all, and this one is God. Note Job 19:25. 34


III. NON-CHRISTIAN AND WORLDLY VIEWS OF GOD

A.	Atheism

	This view denies the existence of God altogether and refuses to acknowledge the fact that there is a personal God to
	whom we are responsible. Atheism may display itself in a number of ways. A dogmatic atheist would be one who
 	blatantly denies God's existence. A practical atheist could even be a very religious person. Anyone who holds to any
 	philosophy contrary to the Scriptural doctrinal of God's existence is a virtual atheist.

	Notice the Bible refutes atheism (Gen. 1:1; Psa. 14:1; Jn. 1:1) And we notice in Rom. 1:28 what happens to those
 	who deny God.

B.	Agnosticism

	This view holds that the existence of God and spiritual things are unknowable. It is really a refusal to examine and
 	believe that which is revealed.

	The Bible refutes agnosticism (II Tim. 1:12; 1 Jn. 3:14; 5:13).

C.	Pantheism

	This view holds that God is in everything and everything is a part of one eternal self-existing principle or force. This
 	makes everything God. We should note that the God of the Bible is not immanent in His creation to the exclusion of
 	His transcendence.

D.	Deism

	This view holds that God created the universe like some machine and abandoned it to operate on its own by inherent
 	natural laws without His personal supervision. This is the watch-maker theory that God created the universe, wound
 	it up, and then left it to run itself. The problem with this view is that it accepts the transcendence of God to the
 	exclusion of His immanence.

E.	Dualism

	This view holds that there are two distinct principles (such as good and evil) or persons (God and Satan) opposing
 	each other and operating in the universe. One form of dualism called metaphysical dualism explains everything in
 	the universe in terms of mind and matter.

F.	Polytheism

	This view holds that there are many gods. The Bible states that there is but one God (Dt. 6:4; Isa. 43:10,11; 1 Tim.
 	2:5).

G.	Evolution

	This view may be either theistic or atheistic. One rejects God's existence, denies His creation, and contends that
 	matter is eternal or self-developing. The other view recognizes God as Creator who created the things from which all
 	things evolved and helped things along the way from time to time.

IV. GOD'S ESSENCE & ATTRIBUTES

A.	God's essence or substance

	1.	The elements of His spirituality

		a.	God's essence is incorporeal - Jn. 4:24; Luke 24:39. This means He exists without a body. As far as a body is
			concerned, we should note that a spirit can inhabit a body, but a spirit does not have a body of its own.

		b.	God's essence is invisible and incorruptible - Jn. 1:18; Rom. 1:20; 1 Tim. 1:17; 6:16; Heb. 11:27. This means
 			God's existence is not visible to our mortal eyes and He is not subject to decay.

		c.	God's essence is incomparable - Ex. 20:4; Dt. 4:15-23; Isa. 40:25. This means God exists without any
 			heavenly, earthly, or physical resemblance so that any picture or image associated with Him is idolatry.

		d.	God's essence is incomprehensible to mortal man Jn. 1:18; 1 Tim. 6:16.

			(1)  	References to seeing God (Ex. 24:10; 33:18; Jud. 6:22; 13:22; Rev. 22:4). In these and other Scriptures it
				   seems to indicate that men have seen God. The words "back parts" may mean “after effects" (Ex. 33:23).

			(2)	   References contrary to man seeing God (Jn. 6:46; Col. 1:15; I Tim. 1:17). In these it is pointed out that no
				   person can see God.

			(3)	   The solution to this apparent contradiction. We notice while God has manifested Himself in Theophanies
 				   (Isa. 6:1,5; Gen. 18:1-3; 19:1; Jud. 6:11-22) and in the incarnation of Christ (Jn. 1:1-3; 14,18; 1 Tim. 3:16;
				   1Jn.1:2), no mortal man has ever seen the pure essence or substance of God. We have seen His
				   glory, His power, His character, etc. in the person of Christ (Jn. 14:9).

	2.	The elements of His personality

		a.	God's personality is revealed in two ways, which are characteristic of beings with personality.

			(1)	   Self-consciousness - means that one is more than conscience or mentally aware but that he is
				   conscious of self. An animal is conscious but God (Ex. 3:14; Isa. 45:5) and man (Isa. 6:5,8) are
				   self-conscious.

			(2)	   Self-determination - means that one can determine rationally for himself. Animals act out of instincts
				   but God, as well as man made in His image, have the ability to determine for themselves. Note Job 23:13;
				   Rom. 9:11; Heb. 6:17.

		b.	God's personality is revealed by His names and the personal references to Him in the Scriptures (Gen.
 			 22:13,14, Ex. 3:14; Jer. 23:6; Mal. 3:18).

		c.	God's personality is revealed by His actions. He creates (Gen. 1:1; Isa. 45:18); He sustains His creation (Psa.
 			104:16-30; Col. 1:17); He loves (Jn. 3:16); He hates (Prov. 6:16); He forgives (Psa. 103:3); He grieves (Gen.
			6:6; Jonah 3:10); He can become angry ( I Kings 11:9).

		d.	It is also revealed in the three essential elements of personality which are common to God and to man who is 
			made in His image. God possesses intellect (Gen. 18:19; Ex. 3:7; Acts 15:18), emotion (Gen. 6:6; Psa. 
			103:8-13; Jonah 3:10; Zech. 8:14); and will (Psa. 115:3; Jn. 6:38; Heb. 10:9; II Pet. 3:9).

	3.	The elements of His individuality

		a.	God's individuality is seen in His self-existence (Ex. 3:14). We exist because of others, but God is
			 self-existent or exists of Himself. He had no beginning and will have no end.

		b.	God's individuality is seen in the fact that He transcends space. While He acts within space God is above
 			space. Note Jer. 23:23,24; Isa. 66:1; II Chron. 2:6).

		c.	His individuality is also seen in the fact that He is eternal. (Gen. 18:14; 21:33; Isa. 44:6; Psa. 90:2; Rev. 1:8).
 			While He may act within a period of time, God Himself is outside of time and not bound by it.

B.	God's Attributes

God's attributes have been categorized as moral and non-moral The moral attributes involve things characteristic of
moral qualities while the non-moral attributes do not involve things of moral quality.

	1. God's natural or non-moral attributes

		a.  Omni-presence - means God is present everywhere all the time ( I Kings 8:29; Psa. 139:7-12; Isa. 66:1;
			Amos 9:2,3; Acts 17:24-28). This attribute of God should be a blessing and encouragement to believers (Matt. 
			18:20; 28:20; Heb. 13:5,6).

		b.	Omniscience - means God is all-knowing and has complete and perfect knowledge of everything, whether it is 
			actual or possible, and whether it is past, present, or future (Job 11:7,8; Psa. 147:5; 102:19; Prov. 5:21; Jer. 
			16:17; Isa. 46: 9,10; Matt. 10:29).

		c. Omnipotence - means God is all-powerful (Gen. 18:14; Isa. 14:24; 44:24; 46:9-11; Dan. 4:35; Matt. 19:26). 
			God is able to do whatever He wills to do. He is however self-limited by His essential nature so that whatever 
			He does is always in harmony with His other attributes. For example there are several things God cannot do (II 
			Tim. 2:13; Heb. 6:18; James 1:13). For this reason God has placed a self-limitation upon His omnipotence

		d. Immutability - means God is not subject to change or variations. (Num. 23:19; Psa. 33:11; Prov. 19:21; Isa. 
			14:24; 48:12; Mal. 3:6; Heb. 1:12; 6:17,18; 13:8; James 1:17). He remains the same as far as His essence, 
			attributes, plans and purposes are concerned. The descriptions of God repenting (Gen. 6:6; 1 Sam. 15:11; 
			Jonah 3:9,10), becoming angry (Num. 11:1,10; Psa. 106:40; Zech. 10:3) and then being placated of anger (Dt. 
			13:17; 11 Chron. 12:12; Jer. 18:8) are anthropomorphic expressions to reveal to man His hatred of sin
			and acceptance of the repentant soul. If God could change He would cease to be God.

	2.	God's moral attributes

		a.	Holiness - God is absolutely perfect in His moral character, free from any and all defilements, and cannot do
 			that which is wrong (Lev. 11:43-45; Hab. 1:13; 1 Pet. 1:15,16). This is God's central attribute from which all His
 			other attributes are governed. It is the very basis of His character and it is what makes the death of Christ
 			necessary for sinners to be justified and reconciled (Rom. 3:23-26; Heb. 10:16-22).

		b.  Righteousness and justice - These attributes have to do with God's dealings with man and they are seen in 
			punishing the wicked (Ex. 9:25-27; Psa. 11:4-7; Rev. 16:5,6; Nahum 1:3) providing a propitiation for sin (Rom. 
			3:25; Isa. 53:4-11) and also forgiving sin for those in Christ when they confess ( I Jn. 1:9). God's righteousness 
			and justice are manifested in various ways in dealing with man (Psa. 51:6; 145:17; Isa. 34:16; Jn. 17:25; II 
			Tim. 2:13; 4:8; Rev. 15:3; 16:5).

		c.	Love - God, by His very nature, is eternally moved to share Himself and what He has with man (Dt. 4:37; Isa. 
			31:3; Hos.11:1-4; Matt. 19:19; Jn. 3:16; Phil. 1:9; 1 Jn. 4:7-11). His love is manifested in sending His son ( Jn. 
			3:16; 1 Jn. 3:16; 4:9,10); in caring for His own (Dt. 23:4-5; 33:3,12; Hosea 14:4-7; Rom. 8:35-39); in forgiving 
			sins (Isa. 38:17; and in chastening His own (Heb. 12:5-11).

		d. Mercy and loving - kindness - God is merciful and kind in that He is moved to help those in misery and
		    distress and He graciously bestows His blessings upon all men (Dt. 4:30,31; Psa. 103:8,11,17; 1 Pet. 1:3; 
               II Pet. 3:9).

		e   Faithfulness - God is steadfast and reliable in all His works. It extends to all He does (Psa. 33:4) to all 
			generations (Psa. 100:5); and it is great (Lam. 3:23), and boundless (Psa. 36:5, 89:2). It means He keeps His 
			promises (Dt. 7:8-10; Psa. 89:1-8; Heb. 10:23); takes care of His own ( I Pet. 4:19), and can be counted upon 
			to do what He says (Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18).

V. GOD'S UNITY AND TRINITY

A.	The Unity of the Godhead

	1.	What this involves

	    The unity of God involves His existence as one substance or essence although He exists in three 
          distinct persons. In other words, God exists in the persons of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and 
          this compound unit is not three substances but three persons of the same substance. This means that 
          each of these three persons is just as much God as the others. Note the unity of God (Dt. 4:35; 39; I Kings 8:60;
 		Isa. 44:6-8; 45:5,6; I Cor. 8:4; I Tim. 2:5). Notice also in Jn. 10:30 the word"ONE" is neuter and refers to the unity
 		of God not to one  person.

	2.	Some illustrations that express compound units

		a.  In Gen. 1:5 we see that one day is made up of two parts, morning and evening.

		b.	In Gen. 2:24 we see that marriage is spoken of as a compound unit. The husband and the wife, who are two
 			distinct persons, are considered one flesh.

		c.	A compound unit is also seen in Gen. 11:6 which involved many people being one in purpose.

		d.	In Deut. 6:4 the noun God is plural but He is said to be One Lord.

B.	The Trinity of the Godhead

	1. What this declares

		Although the word trinity is not found in the Scriptures, it is a doctrinal truth which is set forth in both the O.T. and
 		the N.T. It declares that there are three persons of the same substances and power who are co-equal and
 		co-eternal one with another who exist as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. In other words, the God of the
 		Bible, in whom we believe, is one God who exists as a trinity or three persons each of the same substance and
 		attributes.

	2.	Proofs of the Trinity in the Old Testament

		a.	The uni-plural noun of Gen. 1:1 "Elohim" is used some 2300 times in referring to God. And we find in the
 			creation, as well as other works of God, each Person of the Trinity is involved. Note in the creation the work of
 			the Father (Psa. 102:24,25), the Son (Jn. 1:2,3; Col. 1:16), and the Holy Spirit (Gen. 1:2; Job 26:13; Psa.
 			104:30).

		b.	God is also referred to with plural pronouns (Gen. 1:26,27; 3:22; 11:7,8; Isa. 6:8).

		c.	Some passages mention more than one person when referring to God (Psa. 33:6; Isa. 48:16; 61:1;
                63:9-12; 64:6; Hag. 2:5,6).

		d.  Some passages make a definite distinction between the Father and the Son (Gen. 19:24). Here we have a 
			pre-incarnate appearance of Christ as the angel of the LORD.

	3.	Proofs of the Trinity in the New Testament

		a.	The baptismal scene (Matt. 3:16,17). Here we see the Father speaks from heaven, the Son is on the earth, and
 			the Holy Spirit descends in the form of a dove.

		b.	The formula for baptism which the Lord Jesus gave also recognizes the three Persons within the Godhead
 			(Matt. 28:19)

		c.	The benediction of II Cor. 13:14 refers, once again, to three distinct Persons or the Trinity of God.

		d.	We find also in the Apostolic salutations references which support the Trinity of the Godhead (I Cor. 1:3; II
 			Cor. 1:2; Gal. 1:3; Eph. 1:2).

		e.	Finally the Scriptures ascribe Deity to each of the three Persons of the Godhead. The Father is called God
			(Matt. 27:46; Jn. 6:27; Heb. 1:9; 10:7,9); the Son is called God (Jn. 1:1; 20:28; Rom. 9:5; Titus 2:13; Heb. 1:8; 1
 			Jn. 5:20); the Holy Spirit is called God (Acts 5:3,4).

	4.	The arguments that some use to deny the Trinity

		a.	The Jehovah Witnesses argue that the Trinity is a contradiction in arithmetic and those who believe in it are
 			believing in three gods. They contend that there is but one God called Jehovah and that Jesus was a created
 			angel an agent of creation.

		b.	It should be noted in Isa. 7:14 and Isa. 9:6 concerning the prophecy and its fulfillment of the birth of Christ that
 			He is "God with us" (Matt. 1:23). Also the Jehovah of the O.T. (Isa. 40:3) is the Lord of the N.T. (Matt. 3:3).

		c.	Finally in dealing with those who deny the doctrine of the Trinity and the Deity of Christ, it is best to stand upon
 			what the Bible says about it (I Tim. 3:16).

VI. GOD'S DECREES

A.	The extent of God's decrees

	The decrees of God involve His decisions about all things, which are external to Himself. They comprise His eternal
 	purposes according to the counsel of His own will and are eternal, holy, wise, sovereign, and have to do with
 	everything that comes to pass.

B.	Some considerations concerning God's decrees

	1.	God's decree or plan concerning all things is singular, but some things are according to His directive will, while
 		other things are according to His permissive will. All things however are within God's decree (Eph. 1:10,11; 3:11).

	2.	God's decree sometimes differs from His desire. He is not willing or desiring that any should perish (II Pet. 3:9).
 		However many will perish in hell (Matt. 7:13). The reason for this difference is seen in the fact that man is a moral
 		responsible agent and given the freedom to choose. And sometimes man's choices are sinful. For this reason we
 		may conclude that sin is by divine permission. God's plan allows for sin, but He is not the blame for sin.

		An architect can draw the plans for a building and while it is being constructed, an irresponsible worker can be
 		killed, but it is not the architect or his plan which is at fault.

	3.	God's decrees are for the ultimate purpose of glorifying Himself (Eph. 1:6, 12,14). To this extent we must believe
 		that God's plan is the best plan and that it will all harmonize one day for His glory.

C.	The order of God's creation

	1.	The three positions that are held

		a.	Supralapsarian - as it would refer to "fallen ones", places God's decree of election supra or above
			everything else. This is the position of hyper-Calvinism and follows this order: election, creation, man's fall,
 			salvation provided for the elect only, and then application of salvation. This holds to limited atonement.

		b.	Sublapsarian - places God's decree of election after the creation and fall of man, but it holds to limited
 			atonement also, because it puts election before salvation. The order is as follows: creation, man's fall, election,
			salvation provided, and salvation applied.


		c.	Infralapsarian - places God's decree of election after God's provision of salvation and it holds to unlimited
			atonement. The order is: creation, fall of man, provision of salvation, election and salvation applied. This 
			position is the same as the Arminian except they hold to man's works rather than grace in application of
 			salvation. 35

	2.	Some reasons for holding to the infralapsarian position.

		a.	It alone provides for a "whosoever will" gospel which the Bible teaches (Jn. 3:16; Rev. 22:17).

		b.	It alone coincides with the unlimited atonement in the shedding of Christ's blood 
               (Jn. 3:16; 1 Jn. 2:2, Heb. 2:9). 36


VII. GOD'S WORK OF CREATION

A.	The manner of creation - immediate

	"By immediate creation we mean that free act of the Triune God  whereby in the beginning and for His own glory,
 	without the use of preexisting materials or secondary causes, He brought into being, immediately and
 	instantaneously, the whole visible and invisible universe.” 37 Note Heb. 11:3.

B.	The order of creation

	1.	First, God created the heavens (Gen. 1:1).

	2.	Secondly, angels were created (Job 38:4-7)

	3.	Then the earth was created (Gen. 1:1)

	4.	Finally, man was created out of the dust of the earth (Gen. 2:7)

C.	The Persons involved in creation

	Creation involved all the Persons of the Godhead. The Father (I Cor. 8:6); the Son (Col. 1:16; Jn. 1:3); and the Holy
 	Spirit (Gen. 1:2; Job 26:13; Psa. 104:30).


VIII. GOD'S PRESERVATION AND PROVIDENCE

A.	God's preservation

	1.	Defined - means that "God by continuous agency maintains in existence all the things which He has made,
 		together with all their properties and powers" 38

	2.	Scriptural proof (Neh. 9:6; Job 7:20; Psa. 36:6; 104:29,30; Heb. 1:3; Col. 1:17).

B.	God's providence

	1.	Defined - means that "God makes all the events of His physical and moral universe fulfill the original
  		design with which He created it.” 39 

	2.	Scriptural proof - God providentially controls the things of the earth (Matt. 5:45,46; Acts 14:17); the animal world
 		(Matt. 10:29); the nations (Dan. 2:21); the saved (Rom. 8:28; Psa. 37:23; Phil. 1:28; Matt. 6:33).

C.	The difference to note

      God's preservation has to do with the maintenance or sustenance of His creation, while providence
      has to do with the sequences of events. 40


I. THE CREATION OF ANGELS

A.	The means by which angels came into existence

	1.	Angels were created by the Lord (Neh. 9:6; Psa. 148:2,5; Col. 1:15,16).

	2.	They came into being through the agency of Christ and He is the One who sustains them (Col. 1:16,17).
           The word first-born (Col. 1:15) does not refer to Christ's origin but to His priority or position (Psa. 89:27).

B.	The manner in which angels came into existence

	1.	Angels do not possess the power of propagation (Matt. 22:28-30), only man has this prerogative in marriage.

	2.	Angels were not formerly men nor did they evolve.

	3.	It therefore follows that the angels were all created at the same time as a corporate unit.

C.	The time of angelic creation

	1.	The Bible is not precise as to the specific time of their creation. For this reason some hold to different views
 		concerning the time. Based upon the "every thing" of Gen. 1:31 some believe it was before the end of the sixth
 		day.

	2.	By inference however, the Bible seems to indicate that the angels were created long before the creation of the
		world (Job 38:4-7; Psa. 148:2-12).

D.	The amount of angels that were created

	1	As far as the number is concerned, the Bible does not give a specific number. It does indicate that angels
 		comprise an innumerable company (Dt. 33:2; 1 Kings 22:19; Psa. 68:17; Dan. 7:10; Luke 2:13; Matt. 26:53; Rev.
 		5:11).

	2.  The number of angels is compared to the number of stars (Jer. 8:2; I Kings 22:19; Dt. 4:19; Isa. 34:4). Since God
 		 knows the number of stars (Job 9:9; 38:31-33), as well as everything else, He knows the exact number of angels.
 		This fixed number is numerical to God but innumerical to man.

E.	The purpose for which angels were created

	Angels were created for God's glory through their praise (Psa.148:1-3) and service to Him (Rev. 1:7) as they
 	administer His will.

F.	The original state in which angels were created

	All the angels originally were created in the same state of unconfirmed holiness. Their eternal state was predicated
 	upon a choice they would be required to make. It was a matter of individual choice which divided them into two
 	different groups (II Peter 2:4; Jude 6).

G.	The place and privileges which all the angels enjoyed originally.

	1.	They had the privilege of being with God and delighting in His presence (Matt. 18:10).

	2.	They had the privilege of praising God (Psa. 148:1-3).

	3.	They could come before Him and communicate with Him (Job 1:6; 2:1)

	4.	They had the privilege of being involved in God's service (Heb. 1:7) 41

III. THE FALL OF ANGELS

A.	When the fall of angels occurred.

	There are two views as to when the fall of angels took place

	1.	One view holds that the angels fell sometime before the events of Genesis 6 or at the same time of their
		cohabitation with women before the flood. This view holds the "sons of God" (Gen. 6:2) to be angels. This view
 		is untenable in that angels are sexless and do not propagate (Matt. 22:30).

	2.	A second view holds their fall occurred between Gen. 1:1 and 1:2. In this view, when Satan and those angels who
 		followed him were cast out of heaven, it caused a catastrophic change in the earth so that it became "without
 		form and void" (Isa. 45:18; Gen. 1:2).

B.	What caused the fall of angels

	There are also two views as to why the angels fell.

	1.	Sinning with Satan (Ezek. 28:15; Isa. 14:12-15) - in this view Satan tempted the angelic host to follow him in his
 		rebellion against God. He was filled with pride and not willing to be content with what God had given him (Ezek.
 		28:17; Isa. 14:12-16; I Tim. 3:6). Those angels who sinned with Satan were guilty of the same sin and by
 		their own volition or exercise of their free-will. What Satan did was to make merchandise and traffic in the things,
 		which tempted them to fall. It seems this involved a third of the angelic host (Rev. 12:4).

	2.	Cohabitation with Antediluvian women (Gen. 6).

		Although this view is held by a good many, it seems once again to be untenable for another good reason. Why
 		would a select group of the angels lust after women? Lust was not the original sin, it was pride (I Tim. 3:6). 42

C.	What happened as a result of their fall?

	1.	The fall of angels divided the angelic host into two classifications - fallen angels and unfallen angels.

	2.	The unfallen angels at that time became the elect angels of God when they chose not to follow Satan ( I Tim.
 		 5:21).

	3.	The fallen angels lost their position in glory and were confirmed in their sin and subsequent judgment along with
 		Satan (I Jn. 3:8)

	4.	Some of the fallen angels were put in a place called Tartaus and bound (II Pet. 2:4; Jude 6). These angels were
 		either ring-leaders with Satan or committed some unnamed sin later which resulted in their being bound.

	5.	The rest of the fallen angels are free and involved in carrying out Satan's will and work against God and man. The
 		demons either comprise this whole group or they are reckoned within this group (Dan. 10:12, 13, 20; 11:1; Matt.
 		25:41; Eph. 6:12; Rev. 12:7-12). Satan is called the prince of the demons (Matt. 12:24). It is apparent that an
 		echelon of rank exists among these angels (Eph. 6:12).


IV. CLASSIFICATIONS OF ANGELS

A.	The classes of unfallen angels.

	Notice when the angels fell that followed Satan, this divided all the angels into two groups: Unfallen or elect angels (I
 	Tim. 5:21) and fallen angels.

	1.	Specific groups of unfallen angels.

		a.	The cherubim (Gen. 3:22-24; Ezek. 1:5-18; 10:1-21).

			The angels of this group have four wings (Ezek. 1:6; 10:20) and their work seems to involve that of guarding
 			the throne of God and the things of the Lord (Gen. 3:24; Ex. 26:1,31; I Sam. 4:4; Psa. 80:1; 99:1; II Sam.
 			22:11).

		b.	The Seraphim (Isa. 6:1-8).

			This word means "burning ones" and the angels of this group have six wings each (Isa. 6:2) and their work
 			seems to involve service around the throne of God.

		c.	The living creatures (Rev. 4:6-9; 5:8; 6:1,3; 7:11; 14:3; 15:7; 19:4).

			This group of angels differs from both the cherubim and the seraphim. They are four in number and more
 			similar to the seraphim than the cherubim. These are stationed at the throne of God and are involved in the
 			worship and praise of God.

		d.  Rulers according to rank

			There is an organization of power and descending ranks among both the elect as well as the wicked angels.
 			These governing rulers are designated as follows: thrones, principalities, authorities, powers, world rulers,
 			wicked spirits (Eph. 6:12). Notice while these last two ranks refer to wicked angels, the other ranks sometime
 			refer to elect angels. The context determines which group. It is uncertain just where the rank of "dominions"
 			fits (Eph. 1:21; Col. 1:16).

	2.	Some unfallen angels specifically named

		a.	Michael the Archangel (Dan. 10:13; 21; 12:1; Jude 9; Rev. 12:7).
			This particular angel is the commander-in-chief of the unfallen angels. His name means "who is like unto
 			God" and he is personally assigned to the nation Israel (Dan. 12:1). He is generally mentioned in scenes of
 			conflict (Dan. 10:13,21; Rev. 12:7).

        	b. Gabriel (Dan. 8:16; 9:21; 10:11-21; Luke 1:19,26).
			This angel's name means "mighty one of God" and he is the good news angel. As an ambassador from 
               God, Gabriel reveals God's purposes in His Kingdom program and announced the good news of the birth  
               of Christ.

		c. The angel of Jehovah (Gen. 16:7-11; 18:1-22; Judges 2:1; 13:6,18; Hosea 12:4,5).

			This name is used of the Lord Jesus Christ in His pre-incarnate appearances in the O.T., and while it uses the
 			term angel, it does not mean He is a part of angelic classification. In the N. T. references the definite article
 			"the" is not used and it has no reference to Christ (Matt. 1:20; Luke 2:9).

	3.	Some other unfallen angels mentioned in relation to their work.

		a.	Angels of judgment (Gen. 19:13; II Sam. 24:16; II Kings 19:35; Ezek. 9:1,5-7; Psa. 78:49).

		b.	Sons of God (Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7). This designation is also used of the descendants of Seth (Gen. 6:4) just like
			Son of Man is used of Ezek. as well as Christ (Ezek. 3:17; Matt. 25:31)

		c.	The angel of the abyss (Rev. 9:11).

		d.	The angel with authority over fire (Rev. 14:18); the angels of the waters (Rev. 16:5); holy ones (Psa. 89:7).

B.	The classes of fallen angels.

	1.	The bound angels (II Pet. 2:4; Jude 6).

		This group of angels, for some unknown reason, have been bound in a place called Tartarus. This place is
		apparently somewhere in the abyss. These will be bound until the Great White Throne Judgment.

	2.	The free angels (Dan. 10:13; 20; Eph. 6:12; Rev. 12:7-9; 16:13-16).

		These angels comprise the army of evil workers which are involved in the devil's work. Of this group some are
 		demons who indwell individuals, use them in evil ways, and afflict them in different manners (Matt. 12:43-45; Mark
 		5:1-9; Luke 8:26-40). It seems when demons are cast out they are sent to the abyss. 43


V. THE MINISTRIES OF ANGELS

A.	The ministry of elect angels.

	1.	In regard to God.

		Holy angels worship and praise God (Psa. 148:1,2; Isa. 6:1-3; Luke 2:13,14) and serve Him in various ways (Gen.
 		19:15-22; II Kings 19:35; Acts 7:53; Heb. 1:7,14).

	2.	In regard to Christ

		Holy angels are extensively involved in the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. They predicted His death
 		(Matt. 1:20,21; Luke 1:26-35), warned of danger (Matt. 2:13-15); ministered to Him after His testing (Matt. 4:11);
 		rolled away the stone at His resurrection and announced it (Matt. 28:2,6). They will carry out Christ's orders in the
 		Tribulation Period (Rev. 7:1-3; 8:2-10; 16:1-17). They will accompany Him at His Second Coming (Matt. 16:17;
 		25:31; II Thess. 1:7; Rev. 19:14). They will regather Israel and separate the saved from the unsaved (Matt.
 		24:31; 13:41).

	3.	In regard to believers

		Holy angels minister to believers in a variety of ways. They protect (Gen. 19:15-16; II Kings 6:13-17;
          Psa. 91:11,12); reveal God's plan (Dan. 9:21-23; Matt. 1:20; Acts 7:52-53); guide (Matt. 1:20-21;
          Acts 8:26,29; 10:1-8); and provide for those in need (Gen. 21:15-19; I Kings 19:5-7; Psa. 78:23-25).

	4.	In regard to unbelievers.

		Holy angels may inflict judgment upon the unsaved (Acts 12:23). This will be extensive during the Tribulation
 		Period (Rev. 7,8,9 10,16). They will then separate the unsaved, bind them, and cast them into hell for punishment
 		(Matt. 13:39-42,49,50).

B.	The ministry of the wicked angels.

	1.	As it relates to Satan.

	     Wicked angels are extensively involved with Satan in carrying out his plans and purposes (Matt. 25:41; Eph. 6:12;
 	     Rev. 12:7-12). They exercise control over evil rulers of governments (Eph. 6:12),and wicked angels will gather the
 	     nations to the Battle of Armageddon (Rev. 16:13-16).

	2.	As it relates to others

	     Wicked angels oppose the work of good angels (Dan. 10:12,13,20; 11:1). They operate behind the evil rulers of 
   		nations (Isa. 24:21; Jer.46:25). 44

VI. THE DWELLING PLACES OF ANGELS

A.	The abode of Holy angels.

	1.	Original habitation.

The second heaven, or stellar heavens, seems to be the place where the angels abode to begin with
(Jude 6). They had access to the third heaven and came before the Lord (Job 1:6; 2:1). It appears 
some are stationed around God's throne (Isa. 6:1-3; Rev. 4:6-9). Satan apparently wanted to ascend into the 
third heaven and abide there (Isa. 14).

	2.	Present habitation

		The stellar heavens, with access to the third heaven, seems to be their present abode as well (Heb. 1:7,14).
	
	3.	Future habitation

		Holy angels will abide for all eternity in New Jerusalem (Heb. 12:22) and be in involved in worship and service to
 		God (Rev. 21:12).

B.	The abode of wicked angels

	1.	Some are bound in Tartarus (II Pet. 2:4; Jude 6). This is temporary until the Great White Throne Judgment.

	2.	Some abide in the abyss, which is also a temporary abode (Luke 8:31; Rev. 9:1-11).

	3.	The second heaven is the present abode of the free fallen angels (Dan. 10:13; Eph. 6:12; Col. 2:15; Rev.
		12:7,12).

	4.	The lake of fire will be the future and permanent abode of all the wicked angels (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20:10-15).

	5.	There is no evidence that wicked angels, other than Satan, have present access to the third heaven to appear
 		before God. 45


 VII.  THE DEVIL AND HIS WORK


A.  THE PERSONALITY OF SATAN AND THE POSITION WHICH HE ORIGINALLY HELD

     1.   Satan's personality

     	     a.  He is an angel of the order of angels called cherubim (Ezek. 28:14) and the archangel of all the evil angels.

           b.  He like other angels possesses the characteristics of personality. He has intellect (II Cor. 11:3);
                he expresses emotions (Rev. 12:17; Luke 22:31); and he has a will which he exercises           
                (Isa. 14:12-14; 11 Tim. 2:26). 46
	
     2.	His character is reflected in his names by which he is known

		a.	Satan means "adversary" and that is no doubt fitting since he is against God and against God's people
 			(Matt. 4:10; Acts 5:3; Rev. 12:9).

		b.	Devil means "slanderer" and this describes his ungodly sentiments and activities against God's people
 			and the things of the Lord (Matt. 4:1; Jn. 8:44; 1 Pet. 5:8).

	    c.	Beelzebub means "lord of flies" and intimates the dirty and vile work over which he is the head (Matt.
 			12:24-26).

	    d.	"The evil one" describes his evil nature as well as his purposes in this world (Jn. 17:15; 1 Jn. 5:18-19).

		e.	"The serpent" is a designation referring to the deceptiveness of his character as he first appeared to mankind
 			and will yet appear (Gen. 3:1; II Cor. 11:3; Rev. 12:9; 20:2).

		 f.	"Dragon" has reference to his fierce nature in conflict and how ferocious he can be when he attacks (Rev.
 			12:3,7,9; 20:2

		g.	"The tempter" has reference to the manner and means he employs to accomplish his will in getting men to
 			disobey God ( I Cor. 7:5; I Thess. 3:5).

		h.	"The prince of this world" and "the god of this world" refers to his position as ruler over this present world
 			system so that it might have an organization and operation with no dependence nor allegiance to God (Jn.
 			12:31; II Cor. 4:4).

		i.	"The prince of the power of the air" refers to his position over the fallen angelic host over which he presently
 			rules and uses to accomplish his will in this world (Eph. 2:2).

		j.	"The father of lies" speaks of the means he also employs in accomplishing his will through deceit (Jn. 8:44).

		k.	"Accuser" refers to his present activities before God against believers (Rev. 12:10). This work 
                 of his will  terminate in the middle of the tribulation period.

		l	"Lucifer" means shinning one and has to do with the way in which the devil manifests himself in and through
 			others (Isa. 14:12; II Cor. 11:14,15). Illustrations of this are seen in the King of Babylon (Isa. 14:4) and the
 			King of Tyre (Ezek. 28:12). 47
     
 3.  Satan's original position

         	a.	Satan was the highest of all the created being (Ezek. 28:12,15).

   			(1)	  As the anointed cherub, he was over all the cherubim whose task it is to stand by and guard the throne of
				  God (Ezek. 1:5) as well as vindicate the righteousness of God (Gen. 3:24; Ezek.26:1,31; 36:8,35; Ezek.
				  1:15-18).

			(2)	  In this position, Satan was second only to God in authority and in power.

		b.  Satan had a number of unparalleled privileges

			(1)	  He had the privilege of being perfect or complete in both wisdom (as far as creature perfection could be)
				  and in beauty (Ezek. 28:12).

			(2)	  He had an unparalleled dwelling place (Ezek. 28:13,14). This may have been in the earthly Eden before
 				  sin entered in.

			(3)   He had a covering unlike any other creatures of God (Ezek. 28:13). This either refers to his
       		       environment or his own personal covering. If the reference is to his covering, it would indicate something
				   of the glory bestowed upon him.

			(4)	  He had a work, which God had given to him alone, to cover or guard (Ezek. 28:14). This may have been
				  as guardian protector of the earth.

			(5)	  He had the privilege of possessing and demonstrating perfect character and conduct (Ezek. 18:15).48

B.	THE SIN OF SATAN AND WHAT IT LED TO

	1.  What Satan's sin involved

      	a.	Satan's sin was pride ( I Tim. 3:6). He became so enamored with himself that he chose to exalt himself rather
 			than God who had made him (Ezek. 28:17).

		b.	Notice in the word pride and sin there is a big "I". An example of this sin is seen in the 17 "I's" whom King
			Nebuchadnezzar used (Dan. 4).

		c.	Satan's sin manifested itself in his selfish and self-willed assertions, which involved his attempt to seize the
 			position of authority which belonged only to God (Isa. 14:12-14). Note his five “I wills” :

			(1)	  Satan said in his heart, "I will ascend into heaven" (Isa.14:13). He was not content to dwell in 
                      the second or stellar heavens along with the other angels, he wanted to ascend into the third heaven 
                      and occupy a place equal with God.

			(2)	  He said, "I will exalt my throne above the stars of God'' (Isa. 14:13). The stars here probably refer to
				  the angelic host (Job 38:7; Jude 13; Rev. 12:3-4; 22:16). Satan wanted to rule over all the other angels. It
				  may be that he looked upon the angels which surrounded God's throne and deemed them higher than
				  himself.

			(3)	  He said, " I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the North" (Isa. 14:13). 
				  The word Congregation" means a meeting place and the word "mount'' refers to the temple site which
				  was on the north side of the city of Jerusalem (Psa. 48:2; Isa. 2:1-4). Satan wanted to rule also over Israel
 				  and share in the millennial rule which God would bring upon the earth.

			(4)	  Satan said, "I will ascend above the heights of the clouds'' (Isa. 14:14). Clouds are associated in the
 				  Scriptures with God's glory (Ex. 16:10; 40:38; Rev. 19:1). The cloud, which filled the temple, was an
				  expression of God's presence and glory (Ezek. 10:3,4; 11:23; 43:4; 44:4). Satan wanted the glory which
				  belonged to the Lord.

			(5)	  Finally, Satan said, "I will be like the Most High'' (Isa. 14:14). The name "Most High" means 
				  possessor of heaven and earth (Gen. 14:19,22). Satan wasn't content to have control over the primal
				  pre-Adamic earth (Ezek. 28:13) he wanted to be like God or have the authority that God has over the
				  whole realm of creation. 49

	2.	What happened as a result of Satan's sin.

		a.	When Satan sinned, it confirmed him in a state of wickedness along with all those angels who followed him (Jn.
 			8:44; I Jn. 3:8; Rev.12:3,4).

		b.	As a result of his sin Satan was cast out of his God-given position and this incident may have been responsible
 			for the change in the creation (Gen. 1:1,2; Isa. 45:18; Luke 10:18). Upon his disposition, Satan became the
 			arch-enemy of God and His program of the ages.

		c.	As a result of Satan's sin, he became the prince or ruler of this world (Jn. 16:11). Then he set his sights upon
 			destroying man whom God had set as the crowning glory of His creation to have dominion over this earth
 			(Gen. 1:26). To get back at God, Satan tempted Eve and introduced sin into this world which brought about the
 			fall of man and the subsequent curse (Gen. 3; II Cor. 11:3; Rom. 5:12). This also brought man under the 
			devil's domination and rule (Col. 1:13; Acts 26:18). 50

C.   THE	POWER OF SATAN AND HIS PURPOSES IN THIS WORLD SYSTEM

     1.   Satan's authority and what he is able to do

		a.	Satan is the head of this world system and has supreme authority over it (Jn. 12:31; 16:11). The Lord Jesus did
 			not dispute or deny Satan's claims when he offered the Kingdoms of this world in the temptation (Matt. 4:8-9).

		b.  Satan is able to use people in this world to carry out his will against God (Eph. 2:2,3; Acts 13:6-10; I Tim.
 			4:14,15; Luke 22:3,6; Matt. 16:21-23; II Thess. 2:9).

		c.	He can inflict physical disease in the sense of leading men to engage in corrupt living which brings on disease
 			(Luke 13:11,16; Acts 10:38).

		d.	He can use the forces of nature (Job 1:16-19)

		e.	He used to be able to inflict physical death but this power has been taken away since the death of Christ (Heb.
 			2:14; Rev. 1:18).

	2.	What Satan's aim is in this world system.

		a.	Satan's purpose is to create a well-organized system which opposes God in the sense that it either eliminates 
			God altogether and acts independently of Him, or it presents a counterfeit program of God's work. This
			system which involves every expression of man, whether moral or immoral, is alienated from God.

		b.	To accomplish his plan Satan attempts to make this world system attractive and appealing so that men will
 			focus on "self',” instead of God, and the "here and now" rather than eternity. He tempts men to satisfy the
 			flesh and base their lives on being selfish and self-sufficient with no need or regard for God ( I Jn. 2:15-17).

		c.	As god of this world (II Cor. 4:3,4), Satan rules over this system incorporating even the good efforts of men to
 			foster pride and glorification of self rather than God.

	3.   What the believer's relationship should be in this world system.

		a.	A believer is to keep himself unstained from the world (Jas. 1:27). This means a believer is to be separate in
 			the sense that everything he does should be done with a recognition of God and a desire to do His will and to
 			bring glory to Him ( I Cor. 10:31).

		b.	A believer should use the things of this world but not let them control him or take priority in his life (Phil. 4:12; I
 			Tim. 6:17).

D.	THE SCHEMES OF SATAN AND THE STRATEGY HE USES AGAINST MEN

	1.	What Satan's scheme is with the unsaved and how he goes about to accomplish it.

		a.	The purpose of Satan regarding unsaved people is to keep them lost so they will die and go to hell. And for
 			everyone who does, it is his way of getting back at God (Matt. 25:41).

		b.	To accomplish this purpose Satan uses a number of things to "blind" unbelievers so they won't see the need
 			of being saved ( II Cor. 4:3,4).

			(1)	  First he is the master-mind and builder behind a well-organized system which eliminates God and attracts
 				  men to focus their minds upon "self" rather than God. This system appeals to men to concentrate on the
 				  "here and now" and give no thoughts to eternity ( I Jn. 2:15-17; II Cor. 4:18). Satan will use everything
 				  imaginable in his world system to keep a man's mind off God so he won't be saved. It can involve
				  various pleasures, practices, philosophies or people through whom he may work (Heb. 11:25; Col. 2:8;
 				  Eph. 2:1-3; 4:18,19; Jn. 8:44; III Jn. 9,10).

			(2)	  Secondly Satan has contrived and is behind a counterfeit system of religion by which he is able
                      to deceive the minds of men in the matter of salvation and the things of God (Matt. 13:24-30; 38-43).

					(a)	Notice within this system of religion the devil has his ministers who appear to be preaching and
 						teaching the truth (II Cor. 11:3,4, 13-15).

					(b)	Notice the means, by which Satan damns the souls of those unsaved, is through a counterfeit
 						message of the gospel which deceives the minds of men to think that they have the truth and 
						are saved. Note some examples of this (Gal. 1:6-9; I Tim. 1:3-7; Titus 1:10,11).

			(3)	  Thirdly Satan goes about to prevent those who hear the truth from believing it and being saved.

					(a)	This may involve taking the Word of God out of a person's heart by getting him to doubt it or to
 						procrastinate about it (Luke 8:12). Someone has said, "one of the devil's most successful wiles is wait
 						awhile". It is no doubt true that the devil is content to keep a man lost, one day at a time.

					(b)	This may involve bringing different arguments and excuses to a person's mind why he shouldn't
 						believe. Many should, but don't know that you can't believe what he says (Jn. 8:44). Satan often
 						brings up the sinful testimonies of unfaithful believers or statements, which are contrary to the Word
 						of God, which they may have heard before. He is not above using Scripture, but he will turn it
 						around to mean something it doesn't mean in order to keep a person blinded to the truth (Acts
 						16:16-18).

	2.	What Satan's scheme is with those who are saved and how he goes about to accomplish it.

		a.	The purpose of Satan regarding those who are saved is to get them to commit sin and thereby to defeat 
                them by destroying their testimony. It is also his purpose to use them in any way he can to disrupt, 
                divide, destroy and prevent other people and/or a church from doing the work of God.

		b.	In order to accomplish these purposes Satan uses an assortment of wiles and devices to bring it about (Eph.
 			6:11; II Cor. 2:1).

			(1)	  To defeat a believer and destroy him or prevent him from serving the Lord, Satan goes about it in a
 				   two-fold way.

					(a)	First, Satan appeals to a person with various temptations. In these, he appeals to us in three distinct
 						areas or avenues, to be drawn away by our own lusts, to do contrary to God's will for us ( I Thess. 3:5;
 						1 Jn. 2:15-17; James 1:13-15).

					(b)	Secondly Satan has a way of assaulting us in order to prevent us from doing God's will and work. This
 						may involve physical illness (Luke 13:11,16; II Cor. 12:7). We should note that this is only by divine
 						permission. Satan's assault may involve certain hindrances in trying to do God's work (I Thess.
 						2:17,18). It can come in the form of personal attacks from unbelievers (Acts 7:54-58). It may involve
						mental torments such as profane words or thoughts (I Sam. 16:14).

			(2)	  To defeat a church and prevent it from carrying on God's work, or to destroy a church altogether Satan
 				  has several devices of which we should be aware.

					  (a)	Satan will tempt believers to commit immorality which will destroy the testimony of a church ( I Cor.
	 						5:1-8; 7:5).

					(b)	Satan will lead people to harbor grudges and have an unforgiving spirit (II Cor. 2:10,11).

					(c)	Satan will cause a person to act out of selfishness and vain glory and not out of love and concern for
 						others (Acts 5:3).

					(d)	Satan will use spiritual pride among believers in a church to cause dissension and divide it so that it
 						cannot carry on the Lord's work effectively (I Cor. 1:10-17; Phil. 2:14-16; 4:2).

					(e)	Satan will use immaturity among believers to keep them from dealing with individuals which must be
 						disciplined because of a bad testimony (I Cor. 5:6-8,12,13).

					(f)	Satan will use pride in certain individuals to take positions of oversight which God has not given them
 						and in an attempt to run things they can become offensive, hurt others, and destroy the ministry of a
 						church (III Jn. 9,10; Heb. 5:4; Acts 20:28; I Thess. 5:12,13; Heb. 13:7,17; 1 Pet. 5:1-3). 51
	
3.	What Satan dislikes and what we can expect him to set his sights upon.

		a.	The devil doesn't like it when God's people are dwelling together in love and unity and enjoying the 
                blessings of Godly fellowship.

		b.	He doesn't like it when God's people go about in the Lord's service in a humble and unselfish manner, loving
 			and doing for one another.

		c.	Satan doesn't like it when a church is winning souls for the Lord and growing.

		d.	He doesn't like it when a Christian is really growing and being used of the Lord.

		e.	He can't stand it when the Lord's people are faithful and fruitful for the Lord's glory.

E. 	THE WEAPONS OF OUR WARFARE AND THE WAY TO PROTECT YOURSELVES AGAINST THE DEVIL

	1.  The Warfare we're engaged in

     	   a.	Our warfare involves the spiritual realm and it is against Satan and his evil angelic forces (Eph. 6:12).

			(1)	  Notice there is an echelon of ranks among the fallen angels so there are different levels of authority
 				  among these who govern within Satan's army (Rom. 8:38; Eph. 6:12). The "principalities" means
				  "leading ones". The "powers" refer to those in an order or rank which have certain powers by which
				  they can carry out remarkable things for Satan. The "rulers of darkness of this world" are “world
				  rulers" or spirits behind certain rulers in this world who continually cause conflict and turmoil. An
				  illustration of these is found in Rev.16:13,14. "Spiritual wickedness in high places" refer to
                      "wicked spirit beings" in the heavenlies or surrounding this world. 52
		
	        (2)	  The warfare we're engaged in is therefore, invisible rather than visible. Our enemies are spirit beings
 				  which have no material or physical bodies. We can't see them but their presence and powers are
				  extensively manifested and evident. Look at the adversary and his work in the garden (Gen.3), and in
 				  Daniel's life (Dan. 10).

		b.	Our warfare is not against men (Eph. 6:12).

			(1)		It must be seen that men are the instruments and not the agents in opposition to God and His 
                      people. While unsaved men are used in many despicable ways, they are the victims of wicked 
                      angelic control from which they need deliverance.

			(2)		Although it is oftentimes trying and very difficult to separate and to identify the enemy, men who
                      are unsaved and used of the devil could and would be altogether different if they were saved. 
                      Consider Paul's actions before and after he was saved (Acts 8:1; 9:1,2; 11:12-16). Consider our own!

			(3)		Notice until we identify who our real enemies are, we won't be able to be successful in the 
                      warfare we're engaged in. It is a case of mistaken identity when Christians react against men as 
                      though they were the enemies. Failure to make this discernment has resulted in Satan using folks
                      against one another to destroy themselves, as well as the work of God.

	2.	The weapons for the warfare we're engaged in

		a.	The weapons for the kind of conflict we're in are not carnal (II Cor. 10:3,4).

			(1).	This means, first of all, we can't fight a spiritual warfare like a conventional kind of war is fought. We can't
 					use our fists, we can't use guns, we can't use tanks or planes with bombs. These will not suffice because
 					they are totally ineffective.

			(2)		Notice a second thing this involves. Men do not possess the power to be successful in this kind 
                      of warfare. No mortal man is strong enough, or smart enough, to engage this kind of enemy and 
                      be victorious. For this reason spiritual warfare demands spiritual weapons and without them defeat 
                      is certain.

		b.	The weapons of our warfare are spiritual (I Tim. 6:11,12; II Tim. 4:7 II Cor. 10:3,4).

			(1)		This means the battle must be fought in the strength and power of the Lord and not on our own (Eph.
 					6:10).

			(2)		It also means appropriating and using the things which God has prescribed for protection as well as for
 					power and victory (Eph. 6:11,13).

	3.	The way to protect ourselves and have power to defeat the devil

		a.	To protect ourselves we must keep alert against our adversary ( I Pet. 5:8; Eph. 6:18).

		b.	To protect ourselves and have power against the devil we must have some spiritual strength (Eph. 6:10) to
 			have this involves daily feeding upon the Word of God and staying in fellowship with God.

		c.	To protect ourselves and have power against the devil we must put on the whole armor of God (Eph. 6:11-18).
 			 Notice if any single piece of this armor is missing the Christian soldier will be vulnerable and can be fatally
 			 wounded, which will take him out of the battle for the Lord.

			(1)		Notice to put on these particular things to defend ourselves, it involves a day by day matter of prayer,
 					self-surrender and the exercise of faith on our part. And as we do these things which are opposite and
 					contrary to what Satan would have us to do, we are yielding to the Holy Spirit in our lives and putting on
 					Christ or reproducing qualities characteristic of Him (Rom. 13:14; Gal. 2:20).

			(2)		This armor here is compared to that of a Roman soldier of Paul's day but it illustrates exactly what is
 					essential for every day of our lives against the devil.

					(a)	We must have on first, the belt of truth (Eph. 6:14). Truth is what holds everything else together. The 
						devil would have us to be dishonest and deceitful but when we are truthful and honest in our daily 
						lives we have some protection against the devil. compare Phil. 1:11.


		         	(b)   Secondly, we must put on the breastplate of righteousness (Eph.6 :14). This simply means doing
 							what is right in God's sight and obeying His word (I Tim. 6:11; II Tim. 2:15; I Jn. 3:7). Satan wants us
 							to disobey God.

				  (c)   Thirdly, we are to have on sandals and be prepared to go with a particular purpose in mind (Eph.
 						6:15). This means we are to be prepared to witness to others and share the gospel with them.
						Compare Matt. 28:19,20; Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8. The devil doesn't want us to go to others and to
 						witness to them. Having on these sandals means having everything else in order also. Those who are
 						lacking the breastplate of righteousness, the belt of truth, or the helmet of salvation will be ineffective.

					(d)	Fourthly, we must have the shield of faith (Eph. 6:16). This means to trust God's promises and
                            go about doing His work with a reliance upon Him. Satan wants us to rely upon our own strength.

				  (e)  Fifthly, we are to have on the helmet of salvation (Eph. 6:17) This speaks of having a personal and
 					     experiential knowledge of being saved but it may also refer to the assurance we have knowing that we
 					     are saved (I Jn. 5:13). The devil would like to keep us in doubt, ignorance, and cause us to be
					     discouraged.

	4.  It may be seen that the last two of our weapons of warfare are offensive weapons instead of defensive 
           ones (Eph. 6:17,18).

               (1)	  This includes the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God (Eph. 6:17). What this refers to is
                     obeying and using the Word of God. It involves giving out God's Word to others rather than hiding it 
                     away. The devil wants us to be quiet about the things of Christ.

               (2)	  Lastly prayer is an offensive weapon, which will protect us and empower us to be victorious 
                     against the devil ( Eph. 6:18). This involves a regular prayer life. Satan wants us to 
                    "go it on our own" and he will do anything to disrupt or cause us to neglect prayer in our lives. 53
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