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The Epistle of Paul to the 

ROMANS 
"The Constitution of the Christian Faith" 

 

** A study in Doctrine**                                                            ** A study in Practice** 
 

Background : This letter , inspired by the Holy Spirit, was written by the Apostle Paul to  the "saints"  

                at Rome around 56-58 A.D. , while Paul was in Corinth on his 3rd missionary journey. 

Purpose:  This letter is written  to  instruct believers in 3 general area's: 

                   1. The fundamental doctrines of salvation to strengthen against false doctrine. 

                   2. God's faithfulness in His relationship and dealings with Israel.   

                   3. Practical Christian living in relation to society and government. 

 About Paul : Background : Philippians 3:4-6 (a Pharisee) 

                             Salvation experience - Acts 9:1-22  (Saul=Paul) 

                             Ministry training - Acts 22:1-4 ; 2 Corinthians 12:1-8 ; Galatians 1:15-19 

                             Qualification for apostleship - called by Christ - Acts 9:3-6 
                                    

Chapter Three : The Law is Unable to Make Man Righteous. 
"As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:" Rom 3:10  

  *  Paul attempts to ask and answer six questions that would be posed by critics of   

      his teaching on this “new” concept of justification by faith apart from the   

      keeping of the law.  

      Of course this doctrine is nothing new with God. Faith has always been the way to be  

      right with God. "Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for  

      righteousness" Rom 4:3. 

             1 Samuel 15:22,23 - ..." to obey is better than sacrifice" - To trust God is better 

             than sacrificing (offering a gift) to Him to cover rebellion against His Word. 

             Rejecting God's Word = disobedience = not trusting Him = no faith = witchcraft 
             1 Samuel 15:23  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and  

               idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being  

               king.  

1.  (Q)  Since the Jew and Gentile are on level ground, concerning the need for and the 

vv1,2     way of salvation as discussed in chapter 2 , then what advantage does the Jew 

             have? What good was all the knowledge, and study, and keeping of the law? 

     (A)  God allowed them to be His chosen people, through whom the written Word as 

             well as the living Word would be delivered to the world. God entrusted His Word 

             to the Jews. The word "committed" in verse 2 is the same Greek word (pisteuo)  

             for "believe" in the Gospel of John; it means to entrust.  

2.   (Q) Since the Word of God was committed to the Jew, then they more than anyone 

vv3,4     should believe. (They have the information first hand.) Why is this not true?  

            How can this new doctrine of justification by faith alone be right, if even the 

             stewards of the Word of God do not trust it? 

      (A) Even if every person on earth is a liar (contrary to God's truth), God is still true. 

             God's truth will always be true, even if no one believes it. God's truth is not 

             dependent on the acceptance of it by mankind, it stands alone, being the standard 

             by which mankind shall be judged. Example - If a person does not believe in a 

             literal Hell (where all those who reject God's truth will be sent for all eternity)  

            their unbelief does not change the fact that Hell exists. 

             In Psalm 51:4, David acknowledges the fact that God is righteous and just to  

            judge us according to His Word. 
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3.   (Q) Since the sin of man brings glory to God, then is it not unfair of God to condemn 

             us for sinning? After all  the sinner , in a way, actually makes God appear to be 

vv5-8     more righteous. Isn't this drawing attention to God's glory? 

      (A) This reasoning is ridiculous (if not blasphemous). First of all, like God's truth, 

             God's glory was, is, and always will be the same, no matter what anyone does to 

             try to affect it. God is immutable. His character cannot change, because if it could 

             change, that would mean God would be improving or declining. God is perfect. 

             Since God is perfect in righteousness and holiness, He has the right to judge the 

             world.   

4.   (Q) Are the Jews better than all others? 

      (A)  No Way! We've already covered that argument in chapter 2. Paul now quotes 

vv9-20    scripture from the O.T. that clarifies this point: that all are diseased with sin. 

              Psalms 14:1-3 ; 53:1-3 ; 5:9 ; 140:3 ; 10:7 ; Eccl. 7:20 ; Prov 1:16 ; Isa 59:7,8; 

              Psalms 36:1. 

             By the law is the knowledge of sin, but no flesh shall be justified by the  

             keeping of the law. Gal 3:24,25 

5.   (Q) How then can we be saved? 

      (A) Up to this point in time, the law was focused on, But now the righteousness of  

vv         God has been declared to be in the Messiah, who would be set forth to be the 

21-        atoning sacrifice, which God would accept as the sin offering for the sins of the  

30         whole world.  Col 1:14 ; Heb 9:12 ; 10:19 ; 1 Pet 1:18-20 ; 1 Jn 1:7 ; Rev 1:5 

             God forgives all sin, past present and future, of those who place their trust in 

             Jesus Christ, His shed blood on the cross at Calvary, and His resurrection from 

             the grave and once for all victory over sin and the resulting death which was 

             instituted in the Garden of Eden. This is what God spoke about in Genesis 3:15 

             when He said to the serpent (Satan) " it [the seed of the woman (Christ)] shall 

             bruise (crush) thy head". The crushing of the head indicates a fatal wound. 

             This way of salvation (His righteousness, not ours) excludes all boasting of  

             righteousness. 

 

6.   (Q) Does faith make the law null and void? 

      (A) No Way! Faith establishes the law. 

        *   Jesus Christ fulfilled all the law perfectly and completely. A believer is "in  

            Christ", therefore the faith of that believer (which puts them in Christ) establishes  

            the law. 

        *  The motivation of a believer to do the things contained in the law is to please God 

             out of love for Him because of what He has done to save us, not to earn the  

             reward of heaven.  

        *  God says in His Word that He will "write" His Word in our hearts and minds, and 

             we will be motivated from the inside, instead of from the outside. 

             Jer 31:33 ; Eph 3:17-19 ; Hebrews 10:16,17. 

       * This is the whole plan concerning God's redemption of mankind - to restore the  

           holy fellowship that God had with man before the fall, that man would --                 

             "Love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and 

               with  all thy might." Deut 6:5 


