
	“Eleven Great Things”




1.  Turn to Luke 18:18-30.
2.  The Title is "11 Great Things."
3.  When we think of great things we often tend to think of things such as the Great Wall of China, but regardless of its length I can think of something greater.  We may think of the Great Pyramids, but regardless of its size I can thnk of something greater.  We may consider the seven wonders of the world but I can think of something more wonderful.  You say preacher, what could possibbly be so great?  What could possibbly be so wonderful?  I can tell you tonight that the greatest most wonderful thing I possess today is my salvation in Jesus Christ.  The Bible says, "He that hath the Son hath life, but he that hath not the Son of God hath not life."  I am saved, saved, wonderfully saved tonight!! Amen!!
4.  I want toshare with you ten great things tonight from Gods Word that I believe will be a blessing to ya.  I promise to be done before you go to work in the morning.  
5.  Let's read Luke 18:18.
6.  We see "Certain Ruler."  In the account of the rich man Lazarus, The Bible referred to the "rich man" as a "certain man" but named Lazarus.  We also see that this lost rich young ruler was calling Jesus "Master."  There are many folks calling Jesus Master today but hes not really there Master.  Jesus said their will be many that will come in that day and say Lord, Lord, but I will say unto them depart from me ye worker of iniquity for I never knew you."    
7.  The First Great Thing I want us to see tonight is, "The Great Question."  In verse 18 the rich young ruler asked, "What shall I do to inherit etenal life?"
8.  The Second Great Thing tonight is, "The Great Dilemma."  In verse 19 Jesus declares the sinful state of man.  Jesus says, "none is good, save one, that is God."  We have all fallen short tonight, we have all missed the mark of perfection, theri is nne righteous no not one, we have all gone astray the Bible says.     
9.  Let's read verse 20.
10.  The Third Great Thing tonight is, "The Great Commandments."  
11.  Here we see that this man wanted to know how to be saved and Jesus pointed him to the great commandments or the 10 commandments.  Why did Jesus do that?  Why didn't Jesus tell the rich young ruler of the innocent blood that had to be shed and the sacrifice that was needed?  Instead Jesus pointed this sinful man to a perfect law.  Perfect laws that no man keep.  This perfect law should have shown this rich young ruler that he was lost, but he was insistent that he was good enough, that he had kept all of Gods pefect laws.  
12.  These great commandments point out to us that we are sinfuland imperfect. They show us that there is no way any man can keep the laws of God and so they point us in a the direction of a Saviour whcih is Christ, but this man felt he was good enough.  He was a good person.
13.  The Fourth Great Thing tonight is, "The Great Dilusion." In verse 21 this man thought he was good enough.  He said he had kept all the commandments from his youth. This makes this man sound like a nice person.  He sounds like a nice guy.  The great dillussion is however that he thinks hes good enough already.
14.  The Fifth Great Thing tonight is, "The Great Hinderance."   In verse 22 Jesus points out to this rich young ruler what his hinderance is in inheriting eternal life.  This man cared more for the riches of the world than he did the things of God.  He didnt possess his possessions, his possessions possessed him.  This young ruler had his heart in the wrong place.  Jesus said in another passage, "Where your treasuer is, there will your heart be also."  This man was not heavenly hearted.  His riches were a hinderance to him getting saved.  What is hindering you tonight?  What is holding you back?  what is keeping you from living for him and coming to Christ?
15.  The Sixth Great Thing tonight is, "The Great Opportunity."   Here in verse 22 Jesus gave the rich young ruler a great opportunity.  Jesus said fro him to sell all he had and to come and follow him.  What an opportunity, what a blessing that was laid before him.  All the other disciples had left all they had to follow him.  Now this man was given an oppertunity to follow him like the others.  We have an oppertunity today, this minute, this hour, to follow him.  This opportunity may not come to you again.  You have an opportunity to follow him tonight.
16.  Illustration of Allen Williams refusing to get saved.      
17.  The Bible says, "Today is the day of salvation."  Not tomorrow, not next week or next month, but today! The Bible says "Today if you will hear his voice, harden not your hearts."  You cant even imagine what you will miss if you let this opportunity pass you by.  The Bible says, "It hasnt even entered into the heart of man the things God has prepared for them that love him."
18.  The Seventh Great Thing tonight is, "The Great Sorrow."  Read verses 23-25. When the young ruler heard what Jesus said about selling all he had he became very sorrowful.  Another gospel said he, "he went away sorrowful for he had great possessions."  This man had everything he wanted in life and he was still sorrowful.  Thats why money cant buy you happiness.  Thats why money cant by you a future.  Thats why money cant buy you peace, and love, and comnfort in your soul.  The devil will tell you just like he told the rich fool in Luke 12, Get all you can.  Tear down your barns and make bigger ones to store all your stuff in, but God came to him one night and said, "Thou fool, this night shall thy soul be required of thee, then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided."
19.  The Eighth Great Thing tonight is, "The Great Miracle."   Let's read verses 26-27.   The great miracle is that Anyone can be saved.  It doesnt matter what they have done, where they have been.  our Savior is in the restoration business.  Our savior is in the business of making all things new.  There is ni sin that the blood of Christ cant wash away.  Sinful man cant save himself because its impossible, but our Savior can do what no else can. The middle letter in sin is "I" becasue we are engulfed in it, we are poisioned by it, we are cursed becasue of it, but Christ said, "If I be lifted up I will draw all men unto myself."  Jesus can cleanse your hearts tonight.  Jesus can forgive your sins tonight, he can do a miracle in your life tonight if you will let him.    
20.  The Ninth Great Thing tonight is, "The Great Surrender."   Let's read verse 29.  Peter said we have left all and followed thee.  We have to surrender to him and to his will tonight.  What is that we keep holding on to?  What is that we think is going to give us more than God can?  I'm telling you tonight we need to surrender our hearts to him, surrender our lives to him, surrender our will to him.  Paul said "I die daily."  Woudl you surrender yourself tonight?  You need to look at  the devil tonight and tell him that you belong to Christ and that you are surrendering your life to him, and if God for us who can be against us!!
21.  The Tenth Great Thing tonight is, "The Great Commission."  Let's read verses 29-30.  We see here the great commission that God is calling us to.  To go out into the world and tell people the good news about Christ.  There are lots of people out here today that need to hear the gospel.  People need to her the Bible,  not some sugar coated, dancing, liptied preaching but the Bible as it is to men as they are.  Listen, Im, not planning on having my best life now, Im planning on having it later. Amen!!
22.  The Eleventh Great Thing tonight is, "The Great Reward."   Let's read verses 29-30 again.  There is a great reward coming to those who will surrender to Christ.  The devil will tell you that your waisting your time, That there is no use, if you give this up you will never have fun again, you will never be happy again, your future will be finished.  However the Bibe tells me from the lipsp of my savior himself that those who will surrender to him wil be blessed in this present time and in the world to come everlasting.  
23.  Teh Bible says the pleasures of sin last but for a season but the rewards of God will last forever, into everlasting.  My friend dont settle for the temporary now becasue in just a little while "I'll fly away oh glory I'll fly away."      The eternal rewards are to great to settle for a temporary pleasure.  Will you come to Christ tonight?    

