
  

It is with great sorrow we announce that Randy has informed the Pastor- Parish Relations Committee 
she will be leaving Elam in August. She began working at Elam in the fall of 1999 as Pastor of Nurture 
and Caring with Pastor Sharon Vandegrift. During this time Pastor Sharon encouraged Randy to attend 
Oasis Ministries, a 2-year program in Spiritual Direction for Spiritual Guides. As a result, her 
responsibilities expanded to include offering individual Spiritual Guidance, group retreats and Spiritual 
Formation groups. During Pastor Clyde’s time at Elam, Randy’s work included administrative projects as 
well as serving on the committee to develop Elam Hearts and Hands Preschool. When Pastor John 
arrived, several additional responsibilities were added, including staff liaison to our Care Team, 
organizing Pastor John’s homebound visitations and scheduling Sunday worship liturgists and Coffee 
hour volunteers. Over the years, Pastor John and Randy have also worked together to plan special 
Holiday worship experiences. 
 
Randy was also an integral part of a group of Elam women who came together to develop GROW (God 
Renewing Our Women), and one of her duties included planning and scheduling speakers for its monthly 
meetings. During Covid restrictions, Randy found various ways to reach out to members via a variety of 
online studies as well as personal phone calls and postcards to those who didn’t have access to 
computers. Also, because our children could not get together, Randy found ways to keep in touch with 
them by sending mailings with fun things to do on various holidays. Children love to receive “snail mail”. 
 
Randy’s call to service happened many years ago, but was not fulfilled until 1999 when she became an 
essential part of our Elam family and worked tirelessly on our behalf. We are truly blessed to have had 
her serve in all of the vital roles she has played here since that time. 
 
Needless to say, making the decision to retire was not an easy one for her, but following times of 
discernment and long periods of prayer, God turned her heart to YES. Despite knowing that there will be 
a sense of grief and loss in the good-byes, it is with great reluctance she knows it is time for her to step 
aside from this treasured ministry. Her heart is filled from the love and support she has received here. 
We wish her years of happiness and fulfillment as she looks forward to finding new ways to use her 
special gifts. Our love and best wishes go with her. 


