
  

Miriam, The First Female Prophet 
 

We meet Miriam, though her name is not mentioned, in the second chapter of the book of 
Exodus. The Egyptian Pharaoh had ordered the death of all Hebrew male babies. In order to 
save Moses, his mother placed him in a basket afloat in the Nile. Miriam, Moses’ sister 
watches over Moses until the childless Pharaoh’s daughter discovers the basket. Miriam tells 
her that she knows a wet nurse who can care for him. So Jochebed, Moses’ birth mother, 
cares for him until it’s time to return him to the princess. Thus, Moses is raised in the house 
of the Pharaoh. 
 
After several events in Moses’ life God called on him to rescue God’s enslaved people from 
the Egyptians. When the Pharaoh refused, God sent 10 plagues upon the Egyptians. The final 
plague, the plague of the firstborn, happened when God gave directions for the Israelites to 
mark their homes with blood so that the Lord would spare or pass over them. Following the 
death of the first born of all Egyptians, Pharaoh gave orders that the Israelites should leave 
Egypt. So, the Exodus of God’s people took place led by Moses, Miriam and their brother 
Aaron. 
 
After crossing the Red Sea, the Israelites rejoiced and praised God for their freedom using a 
song recorded in Exodus 15:1-18. The following passage tells us that Miriam, the prophetess, 
played a tambourine and sang while leading the other women to join her in praising God. 
Some scholars say this is the oldest song recorded. Now Miriam and her brothers led the 
Israelites into the Desert of Shur where they wandered for 40 years before entering the 
Promise Land. 
 
The next time we hear of Miriam in scripture (Numbers 12:1-16) she and Aaron are plotting 
against Moses, because they are jealous of him. Miriam asks, ‘doesn’t God speak through us 
as well as Moses?’ Instead of discussing this with him they make the claim that they are 
upset with him, for marrying a Cushite woman. God hears this and calls the three of them 
outside so He can appear to them in a pillar of cloud. God tells them that when a prophet is 
among them, He speaks to them in dreams and visions, but this is not true of Moses. God 
tells them He speaks to Moses face-to-face. God asks Aaron and Miriam ‘Why are you not 
afraid to speak against Moses?’ God was angry with them and when He left them Miriam 
was struck with leprosy. Moses begs God to heal Miriam and is told to send her outside of 
the camp for 7 days. The people waited for her to return before they moved on. 
 
Miriam does not live to enter the Promise Land with her people, but Hebrew scholars believe 
she had a great deal of influence on the women and the ways they made their homes a holy 
place for God’s presence. Scholars believe that she educated the women that one of their 
responsibilities was to instruct their children in their faith. She taught the women the 
importance of making God the center of their lives. She stressed the importance of teaching 
the Hebrew children the ways in which God had blessed them and had provided for them. In 
doing these things Miriam was educating the next generations to show how to carry their 
faith with them and how to keep it central in their lives. 


