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Welcome to Walcamp!
Founded in 1963, Walcamp has provided nearly 60 years of summer camp programs, school field trips and other 
outdoor retreats for youth and adults. Walcamp is a Christian ministry sharing God’s creation and Jesus’ love 
with all who visit, and it is a recognized service organization of the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod.  
Walcamp partners with families, local organizations and congregations to provide our guests with opportunities 
for fun, fellowship, personal growth and renewal in the outdoors.

About our Day Camp Program
Walcamp’s Summer Day Camp program offers children ages 6 to 14 the opportunity to spend a day, a week, or 
an entire summer in the outdoors. Based on our summer Classic Camp program, campers spend their day (or 
days) participating in favorite camp activities, age-appropriate Bible Encounters, games and opportunities to 
build friendships with the other children at camp. Walcamp’s Day Camp is a great opportunity for your child to 
get unplugged and spend a week - or the entire summer - in the outdoors.

About the Walcamp Team
Walcamp Day Camp programs are led by Small Group Leaders trained to work with youth of all ages in an  
outdoor setting. They are certified in First Aid and CPR, and equipped with a variety of kid-friendly activities 
and games to ensure that each camper receives quality outdoor experiences.

Walcamp programs are led by Ben “Mufasa” Konrad. Ben holds a master’s degree in education and has over 15 
years of full-time experience in youth ministry at camps and as a teacher. Ben serves at Walcamp year-round.

Thanks for your interest in our Day Camp program. I hope this booklet helps prepare you and your child for 
their summer experiences at Walcamp. If you have additional questions about the program, please call our office 
or contact me directly by email.

God’s peace! 
Ben “Mufasa” Konrad

Ben@WALCAMP.org or 815-784-5141, ext. 112

2022 Summer Camp Adaptations
We are committed to holding a safe and fun summer Day Camp experience for your children. The COVID-19 
crisis brought new challenges to all of us. Our Day Camp program follows recommendations of the CDC and 
ILDPH, DeKalb County Health, and the American Camping Association and our Executive Director is in  
contact with the DeKalb County Health Department regarding best practices during this time.

An outline of our current practices is available on our website for your reference. You may also contact our 
office to discuss your specific questions or concerns.
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Registration
If you need assistance with our registration process at any time, please contact our office. We are happy to walk 
through this process with you over the phone if needed.

To register for a WEEK of Walcamp Day Camp programs:
 1. Visit www.WALCAMP.org and click the green REGISTER button.
 2.  Log In or Sign Up at our CampWise registration portal.

• New parents - input your child(ren)’s info and then immediately start a new registration.
• Returning parents - select your Camper, then click “Add Program” under Quick Access

 3. Register for a New Session
  a. Scroll down through the “Day Camp” options
  b. Select the week (or weeks) you would like your child to attend.
  c. For each Week, select whether your child(ren) will attend as

• 5-Day (all week)
• 3-Day (Monday, Wednesday and Friday)
• 2-Day (Tuesday and Thursday)
• Please note that Week 1, Week 6 and Week 10 have special schedules

 4. Complete the remaining dialogs.

Once your registration is confirmed, an email will be sent to help you prepare for your child’s experience.

Can I chose which days my child attends?
This summer, Walcamp offers three Day Camp schedule options each week. If your family needs a customized 
schedule, please contact the office and we will see what is possible for the week(s) you hope to attend. 

Registration Cancellations
Registrations may be canceled with a refund (less the deposit) until 3 pm on the Friday ten (10) days before the 
week your camper is registered to attend Day Camp. So if you register for the week of June 20th, you have until 
Friday the 10th to cancel the registration and receive your refund.

What about sick-days and other absences?
Walcamp provides for one free absence for the summer if your child becomes unexpectedly sick or unable to  
attend. We are unable to refund additional days missed during a registered week.

Help, my Registration is Wait-listed?
Our registration portal counts Day Campers as attending for each full week. If your camper is wait-listed, please 
contact our office - depending on the days you want, we may still have openings available.

Questions about other circumstances?
We are here to serve. Please call our office if you have any questions or concerns. We are happy to discuss your 
circumstances and needs on an individual basis to determine the best course of action.

Information Usage
Personal data is collected to provide the best possible care, especially in the event of an emergency. This data 
is kept confidential, and only provided to those directly responsible for the care of the attendee on an as-needed 
basis. This data is stored and disposed of according to applicable laws and comparable best practices.
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Arrivals and Departures
Walcamp is a Child Safe Zone

No firearms, weapons or drugs are permitted on the grounds. Adults licensed for conceal carry are asked to keep 
those items locked safely in their vehicle.

Drop-off & Pick-up Times
As of this publish date (listed times are subject to change):

• Drop-off times are between 8:00 and 8:30 am, Monday-Friday
• Pick-up times are between 5:00 and 5:30 pm, Monday-Friday

Late Arrivals & Early Departures
If circumstances require a late arrival or early pick-up:

• Please inform our office in advance if you need to schedule a late arrival or an early departure. This 
gives us time to inform their Small Group Leader that your child is attending for the day, or gives us 
time to gather your child’s things and escort them to the office before your arrival.

• Campers can be dropped off and picked up at our office, unless you are directed otherwise.

Early Arrivals & Late Departures
For our team to best prepare for your child’s stay.

• Walcamp team members are generally not available to supervise campers before the Drop-off times. 
• Late pick-ups are discouraged as it prevents our team members from fulfilling other responsibilities 

that keep our camp clean and safe for everyone.
• Please call ahead if you know your child’s driver will be late so we can reassign our team as needed
• AT NO TIME should a child be dropped off and left alone unsupervised at camp.

Any special circumstances must be discussed with our team in advance. They will be handled on an individual 
basis, and are subject to the availability of our team members.

On-Site Safety Procedures for Parents
• Please remain inside or near your vehicle when you arrive. Our team members will come to you!
• Check-in Procedures. A team member will:

• Ask you to sign your child in and confirm who will be picking them up.
• They may ask to take your child’s temperature
• Collect any medications, inhalers, epi-pens or emergency cell phones
• Escort your camper to their group and help carry a back-pack or “Loot Box” if needed.

• Check-out Procedures. A team member will:
• Escort your child to your vehicle
• Share any unique experiences of the day and discuss any positive or negative behaviors
• Return any medications, inhalers, emergency cell phones, etc.
• Ask you to sign your child out. Campers can ONLY be signed out by an adult you designate
• Unauthorized persons cannot pick up your camper. For your child’s safety, the primary 

parent/adult caregiver must call our office IN ADVANCE if there is a change in drivers.
• Campers cannot leave camp until they have been signed out.
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Daily Camp Life
Small Group Life

• Our Day Camp is organized into “cabin groups,” each with a designated “Home Base” that provides:
• Outdoor/indoor space, restrooms, and a source of drinking water
• A place to store camper’s belongings and “Loot Boxes” during the week.
• Groups travel and participate in all activities together.

• When outdoors and with their groups, campers participate in activities adapted to maintain a safe 
social distance (about 6ft) so they can enjoy camp without use of a mask.

• Campers and team members will wear face masks during close group activities (less than 6ft), when 
they are in a close indoor space, when an activity includes interacting with other pods, or during  
inclement weather conditions where physical distancing is not possible.

Meal Times
• Lunch is provided daily. Walcamp also provides both a morning and afternoon snack.
• Please contact GuestServices@Walcamp.org regarding any food allergies or dietary needs.

On-site Parents, Guardians and Non-Essential Visitors
• Access to each group’s Home Base is limited to the campers in that group, their leader(s) and  

other essential team members.
• Parents and guardians are asked to call ahead to inform us of a visit outside of their scheduled  

Drop-off and Pick-up times. Please limit these to an essential need (such as a forgotten inhaler, etc.)
• If the intent is to visit a child, the camper(s) will be escorted to the Camp Office to meet their adult.
• This policy is not to limit your rights as an adult/caregiver, but to keep our small group environments 

as safe as possible for everyone in attendance. We are here to support you and appreciate you  
assistance in looking out for the needs of all out campers. 

The Covid Questions
The following procedures may change as new and updated health recommendations are put into action.

The best protection is prevention
• Your attention to healthy practices at home benefits your child and everyone in their camp group.
• If your child or a house-hold member is sick, please keep them at home. If that person shows  

symptoms or tests positive for COVID-19, please inform us immediately so we can notify the  
families of other children in your child’s group.

• Our team members are intentional with teaching proper hand sanitation and healthy habits
• We increased how often equipment and activity areas are sanitized.
• Parents are encouraged to discuss this situation with their campers, calm any fears and model safe 

practices at home so that they are not surprised or alarmed by these procedures at camp.

For other questions related to this health topic, an outline of our current practices is available on our website for 
your reference. You may also contact our office to discuss your specific questions or concerns.

For the safety of all campers, their families and our team members, Walcamp reserves the right to close 
any camp program if we feel it would be unsafe for it to run.
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Walcamp’s Day Camp blends the best of our Classic Camp, Outdoor  
Education and other programs. Activities are chosen to meet the needs  
of both first-time and returning campers, offering outdoor fun and exciting  
adventures and opportunities for friendship and personal growth
Open activities may include, but are not limited to:

PLEASE NOTE: These activities may require additional health or sanitation considerations. Precautions have 
been built in as needed. Some of our favorite camp activities (such as swimming) will not be made available 
until they have been evaluated and we are certain participants will not be at risk for a potential health exposure. 

Bible Encounter. Bible Encounters are interactive Bible studies where campers play games, read Bible stories 
and see faith lessons come alive. Our 2022 theme is Reflection, based on Ephesians 5:1-2a.

STEAM Time. Walcamp provides daily STEM/STEAM nature activities from our Fall/Spring Outdoor Educa-
tion program. Led by our summer team, these hands-on activities engage campers in fun science and encourage 
them to take a closer look at our world.

• Archery
• Arts & Crafts
• Baseball / kickball
• Book club (during R&R)
• Canoeing
• Capture the Flag
• Creek Walks / River Floats\
• STEM/STEAM fun
• Fishing
• Field Games (like tag)

• Gaga Ball / 9-Square
• Group Initiative Course 

(GIC Team building)
• Music and songs 
• Nature Hikes
• Outdoor Cooking
• Playground / unstructured
• Volleyball

... and so much more!

Our Day Camp activities change 
each day and week. Here is a  
sample of a typical day at camp.

8:00 am . . . Drop-off
8:30 . . . . . . Opening Games
9:00 . . . . . . Bible Encounter
10:00 . . . . . Open Activity #1
11:00 . . . . . Open Activity #2
12:00 pm . . Lunch
12:45 . . . . . Rest & Reflection
1:30 . . . . . . Open Activity #3
2:30 . . . . . . Open Activity #4
3:30  . . . . . Open Activity #5
5:00-5:30 . . Pick-up

Day Camp Activities

Walcamp Specific Options

Emergency Contact Info
Walcamp’s phone number is 815-784-5141

This land line is staffed while our day camp programs are in session, 9am-5pm Monday-Friday. Calls received 
outside these hours can be directed to Option 3, which reroutes to the cell-phone of our on-call staff person, who 
will respond at the first available opportunity.

Medications & Emergencies
• Please give your camper any morning medications taken before your arrival at Camp.
• Other medications are dispensed by a nurse or a qualified team member and stored in a secure place.
• Our team members are trained to handle a variety of medical, weather and other emergencies. 
• Please contact Ben (Program Director) or Bill (Executive Director) in advance with any questions  

you might have about any of our emergency policies and procedures.
• In the event of severe weather or other emergencies, Walcamp posts updates to our Facebook page as 

we are able. The safety of our guests and team members is always our first priority.
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What to Bring
Items Worth Special Notice:   The following items help your child succeed at Day Camp.
Camp Basics
Please use the list at the right as you pack to help your 
child have a successful experience. 

“Backpack”
• A good book-bag or backpack helps keep your 

child’s belongings organized, and helps ensure that 
everything returns home with your child.

“Day Pack”
• A second small drawstring bag lets your child carry 

essential items - water, sunscreen, - with them to 
activities instead of their entire backpack of stuff.

No more “Loot Boxes”
• If you brought a “Loot Box” plastic container last 

year due to COVID restrictions, please note that 
these are no longer required.

• “Backpack” and a second “Day Pack”  
(see description at left)

• Bible
• Book(s) to read: school appropriate comics, 

books or activity/coloring books are acceptable
• Camera (not a phone camera)
• Cap or hat
• Cloth masks or bandannas (optional)
• Day Pack or book bag
• Extra set of clothing
• Facial tissues 
• Insect repellent & sunscreen
• Jacket or hooded sweatshirt
• Plastic “grocery” bag for wet laundry items
• Small “throw” blanket and a pillow
• Swimsuit and beach towel
• Rain jacket or poncho
• Two pairs of shoes: a pair to run in and a pair 

of “mud/water” shoes (see below)
• Water bottle, labeled with your child’s name

Helpful clothing items
• Extra Clothes. Accidents can happen, as do rain, mud and other factors. Bring 2-3 pairs of socks!
• “Mud Shoes.” Mud shoes are sturdy old sneakers or water moccasins your camper can get wet and 

muddy, keeping their normal shoes clean and dry. Mud Shoes MUST be closed-toed, fasten securely 
to your child’s feet, and should be expected to get wet or muddy. Avoid flip-flops, Crocs, open-toed 
sandals and expensive shoes like Air Jordan’s.

• Plastic Grocery Bag(s). Highly recommended. Sending these with your camper helps separate wet 
clothes and mud shoes from the dry stuff in your child’s day pack and keeps your vehicle clean.

• Swimwear! Our campers may play in the water daily, Monday-Thursday weather permitting. 
Aquatic play at camp is active - your child may be jumping, splashing, wrestling, climbing,  
and playing in mud - and we take pictures at most activities. Swimwear should be as modest as  
possible. Some female campers choose to bring athletic shorts to wear over their suit when they  
explore our creek and the river, and for our slip-and-slide.

Things your camper does NOT need to bring to camp.
• Flip-flops and “stylish” shoes. Stick to shoes that can get dirty and are safe to wear when running.
• Money. Your day camper does not need money at camp. Snacks are provided and you can ask to pur-

chase souvenirs from our office team members on Fridays.
• Valuable Possessions. It sometimes happens that belongings get mixed-up, broken, lost or forgotten 

at camp during the course of a day or week. Please avoid sending anything of significant monetary or 
sentimental value to reduce this risk. NO ELECTRONICS!

Lost & Found
Walcamp collects the items lost each week. Our staff does their best to return these items to their owners. Please 
contact our office as soon as you realize something is missing and we will do what we can to help find it for 
you. We generally do not keep lost underwear or socks. Unclaimed items are donated at the end of the summer. 
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General Information
Cellphones, Tablets & Electronics

To avoid the risks of damage or loss, Walcamp does not permit campers to carry electronic devices at camp - 
cell phones, tablets, smart watches, portable video games, etc. Parents can contact our office staff during the day 
to pass important messages on to the Day Camp counselor or to their camper. If you prefer to leave a cell-phone 
at camp with your child, please check it in with a team member as you would with an epi-pen or inhaler. These 
items are returned at pick-up time. Some parents use this option for their child to call for a ride.

Photo Memories
Walcamp takes photos of camp groups throughout each week of camp to record their experiences and to share 
them with parents and family members. 

• Photos are posted to a secure Online Photo Album (using Google Drive) that is only accessible to  
the parents of registered campers each week.

• If you do not receive an email granting access to our Google Drive, please email Ben@walcamp.org 
• For the safety of our campers and respect for their privacy, we ask that no photos be posted to any 

on-line web or social media site that includes campers other than your own, and that campers are not 
referred to by name in social media tags or comments.

• Please save and re-share photos of your child with other family members, rather than Sharing the 
entire Google Drive folder with them. Access from unregistered email accounts will not be granted, 
unless the primary caregiver first speaks to Ben (such as granting access to a second guardian).

• If you prefer that we do not take or share photos of your child, please email Ben with your request 
and your camper’s name(s) by the Thursday before your child attends camp.

• Thank you for helping our campers stay safe in our digital world!

Rest & Reflection
Children tend to use more energy at camp than at home or school. R & R is a time for them to rest a little bit 
before their afternoon activities, and usually lasts about 20 minutes. 

• Many campers use this time for a quick nap, but it is not required. 
• Others bring a book to read, write letters and stories, draw pictures or bring other quiet, restful  

activities that will not disturb the other campers.
• Electronic recreation will not be an option.

Snacks & Souvenirs
Walcamp provides a morning and afternoon snack each day

• Snack items may be provided by our kitchen or taken from our camp store. This avoids the worry of 
campers bringing -and potentially losing- their own money or feeling left out if one camper can pay 
for snacks and another cannot.

• Souvenirs (camp t-shirts, water bottles, hats, plush animals, etc.) can be purchased by the child’s adult 
on Friday mornings after drop-off. If that time does not work, please call in advance or talk with an 
office team member to determine another time to make your purchases. 
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Behavior Expectations
Full-Value Contract (FVC)

To provide each person with the best value for their experience, Walcamp staff and campers are asked to act 
according to the following five ideals:

1. Safety First. Each person’s behaviors must ensure the safety of every individual. This includes  
physical, mental and emotional safety.

2. Choose Your Challenge. Each person receives opportunities to try new activities and to practice 
skills required to live in community. They have the opportunity to express when an activity or  
behavior takes them beyond their limits or feels unsafe.

3. Respect Self and Others.  Each person shows respect to everyone through their words and actions, 
with the expectation that they will be treated in kind. It is possible to disagree with someone and still 
act respectfully towards them. Each person also treats our facilities with respect.

4. Give your 100%. Each person is encouraged to do their best and to give their best effort for their 
group. This includes joining in all group activities, not just the ones they prefer.

5. Have fun! Each person determines the level of fun within any given moment or activity. It is their 
actions and attitudes that make camp a great place to play and to grow through new experiences and  
interactions with others.

Each person at camp is asked to hold themselves accountable to these ideals, and to kindly and lovingly  
encourage others to do the same. (The Full Value Contract is adapted from Project Adventure)

Behavior Corrections
In the event that a specific behavior needs to be addressed:

A. Our Small Group Leaders follow a 3-step method used by Walcamp and other youth organizations.
          1. Verbal reminder of expected behavior(s)
          2. Second verbal reminder, with explanation of future consequences.
          3. Third verbal reminder, followed by appropriate consequences. Parents will be informed of  

          these behaviors at pick-up time or earlier. Consequences may include:
• A brief time out from that activity, especially when there is a risk to someone’s safety
• Brief discussion with their counselor or another team member
• Comparable consequences: such as cleaning up a mess they made intentionally.
• Extreme or repeated behaviors may be addressed as outlined below.

B. The Day Camp Coordinator or Program Director may be asked to help address behaviors that  
are dangerous to the camper or others, or behaviors already addressed but not corrected. 

C. If a camper continues to act in a way that is self-harmful or harmful to the group, the  
Program Director may choose to take one of the following actions:

          a. A call home for the child to discuss the situation and their behaviors with their adult.
          b. Time removed from the group, often spent sitting in the office.
          c. In an extreme case, a parent or guardian may be called to pick-up their camper early  

          if the behaviors are unsafe to the camper or the group.
D. If you do not feel a situation between your child and their group leader was handled appropriately, 

please speak to Ben (Program Director) to address your concerns or for help facilitating a discussion. 
Please do not confront a team member personally. 
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