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“True Repentance”

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Truly we are
thankful to God Almighty for all of His benefits toward us. This week I want to talk
a little about “true repentance”. In many of our recent studies, especially on Thursday night (for Sunday morning’s Gospel Advocate Quarterly, the lessons have centered on some of the Old Testament saints; their sins, consequences of those sins, and
the need for repentance. It has been noted that even in the Lord’s church, many are
not sure what “true repentance” looks like. It is imperative that we understand the
true nature and requirements of biblical repentance in order to distinguish it from its
counterfeits- especially for ourselves.
(continued on next page)
WHAT MUST I DO
TO BE SAVED?
H E AR : Acts 15:7
B E L I E V E : Mark 16:15-16
REPENT : Acts 17:30
C O N F E S S : Romans 10:9-10
B E B AP T I Z E D : Acts 2:38

Weekly Calendar*
Sunday*
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

WHAT MUST I DO TO
KEEP FROM FALLING?

READ YOUR BIBLE DAILY
2 Timothy 2:15

Wednesday*
General Bible Class 7:00 p.m.
*See page 3 regarding phone
& online access.

ADD CHRISTIAN GRACE
2 Peter 1:5-11
ATTEND SERVICE
Hebrews 10:25

Responses: Nicole Byrd, Kathy Pope, Dorothy Shields, Ruth Wade and Regina Williams.
Welcome Visitors!
You are our honored guest. It is our sincere hope that you will be spiritually edified by the worship service today. Please don’t hesitate to ask if you have any questions about our worship services.

Message from the Minister
“True Repentance ”

(continued)
Repentance is typically defined as “to turn again.” This is literal and certainly accurate. But there
are other factors that come into play for a complete understanding of the word and its implications. For
instance, “repentance” can be:




General. That is, the word can stand for an overall “turning from sin and to righteousness,” as in that which
was urged upon unbelieving Jews, “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted
out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19). Here the word is
used of the need to “turn” or change the direction of one’s entire life.
Specific. After “Simon himself believed” and was “baptized,” he committed a particular sin for which Peter
condemned him, and further stated that he needed to “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray
God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee” (Acts 8:13,22). In this case, the “turning
again” was specific to a particular sin of which Simon needed to repent.

Beyond these two “types” of repentance, there are other particulars we need to note:
Repentance is not being sorry that your sin (general or specific) has been discovered, or has come to
light; it is being sorry that your sin has offended the righteousness of your Father in heaven, and brought
disgrace to the name “Christian” that you and your brethren wear, cf.1Peter 4:16 and Colossians 1:22.
Repentance is not regretting that you will have to turn away from the sin(s) that you enjoy; it is regretting
that you need to turn away from sin yet again, 2 Corinthians 7:10. Moses apparently never regretting his
repentant choice of “ill-treatment with the people of God” over “the passing pleasures of sin; considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt,” Hebrews 11:25-26. But the rich
young ruler of Matthew 19:16-22 evidently wasn’t able to make the same type of choice since he “went
away grieved” when Jesus explained “the cost” of discipleship.
Repentance is not just being sorry that you sinned; it is being sorry enough to change- to turn away from
sin. Judas was sorry that he had “betrayed innocent blood” (of Jesus), but his sorrow was of the worldly variety since it produced only death- both physically and presumably spiritually also, cf. 2 Corinthians 7:10 and Matthew 27:3-5. Contrastingly, Peter was also sorry that he had denied Jesus, and even
“went out and wept bitterly” because of it (Matthew 26:75). But Peter’s sorrow produced life- spiritual life, not only for him, but also for those that heard him preach Jesus, cf. John 21:15-18 and Acts
2:14ff! Both of these men were “sorry” for their sin, but only one of them truly repented of it.
True repentance is not easy. It can be, and usually is, hard… very hard… because it requires us to
“change” our hearts and minds about our sinful path, and to change our course/direction (our lives). But
it is only when our hearts, minds, and lives have been “turned again” toward God that our affiliation and
our future changes, “Again, when the wicked man turneth away from his wickedness that he hath
committed, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive. Because he considereth, and turneth away from all his transgressions that he hath committed, he shall surely live,
he shall not die” (Ezekiel 18:27-28). So, really understanding “repentance” and its requirements is pretty important.
As we move forward in our Christian walk, let us determine to truly repent of our sins that we may
enjoy a deep and abiding fellowship with the living God! And remember our Mission and Vision: “A
New Testament church seeking to evangelize, starting with the central core of Greater Cleveland. We
will use our unique gifts and opportunities to engage with the community to bring souls to Jesus, develop and equip them for a 21st century ministry.” As we move forward, please remember that God
loves you, Jesus died for you, I love you, and I am your servant for Jesus’ sake!
Yours because of Calvary,
Terrance R. McClain, PhD
Minister

T o d a y ’ s

M e d i t a t i o n

Ac t s 2 0 : 1 6 - 2 1 ( K J V )
LEADER: For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not spend the
time in Asia: for he hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost.
CONGREGATION: And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of
the church.
LEADER: And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first
day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons,
CONGREGATION: serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears,
and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews:
LEADER: and how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed
you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house,
TOGETHER: testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To access Sunday morning worship (11:00 am) and Wednesday evening Bible study (7:00 pm):
1) Tune into FACEBOOK live stream at Terrance Richard McClain
2) Via teleconference:

Dial 1-717-275-8940 or 1-712–832-8330 Access code 244-4066.

3) The worship service will also be available on WWW.YOUTUBE.COM
(after 2pm)
Search: University Church of Christ Cleveland

You can drop by the church building and pick up your communion set, bulletin
and drop off your contribution Tuesday - Friday, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm. Please
call the church office at (216) 421-0233 if you have any questions.


Remember to call or email the church office if you’d like to access
our Thursday 7pm Bible study via Zoom. The WINTER quarter books
are here and may be picked-up at the church building during office
hours. To access this bible study via phone, dial 301-715-8592, ID:
83840201778, Passcode: 855448

See Bulletin Board for details of Upcoming Events

