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“Gossip: When Someone Says Bad Things About You, Part 1”
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Our gracious
Heavenly Father has once again smiled His benedictions down upon us all and allowed our lives to roll on just a little while longer. Truly we are thankful. This week
I’d like to re-share an article from 2018 on the above subject edited by me from Richard Thomas. I found it quite enlightening and provocative of thought. There are
many sides to gossip. Sometimes it’s a sin. Other times it’s not gossip at all. How
you think about and respond to what others say about you will make all the difference in the world. A [minister] friend told me many years ago,

(continued on next page)

Prayer List: Michelle Anderson & family (4134 White Pine Court, Tallahassee, FL, 32311),
Manuel Beeman, Gail Evans’ family, Beverly Hood & family, Pamela Eley & family, Sandra
Lawrence’s family, Constance Williams, Terrance & Linda McClain, Emma Brown, daughter
(Vonita Brown), Mildred Jones-Brown, Harold & Margaret Martin, Ruth Wade & family, Carlton Pope, Kathy Pope, Charmaine Barnes and family, Ebony Beckwith and Douglas McHenry.
Responses: Ebony Beckwith, Rashawn Evans, Sandy Pollard and Ruth Wade.

WHAT MUST I DO
TO BE SAVED?
H E AR : Acts 15:7
B E L I E V E : Mark 16:15-16
REPENT : Acts 17:30
C O N F E S S : Romans 10:9-10
B E B AP T I Z E D : Acts 2:38

Weekly Calendar*
Sunday*
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

WHAT MUST I DO TO
KEEP FROM FALLING?
READ YOUR BIBLE DAILY
2 Timothy 2:15

Wednesday*
General Bible Class 7:00 p.m.
*See page 3 regarding phone
& online access.

ADD CHRISTIAN GRACE
2 Peter 1:5-11
ATTEND SERVICE
Hebrews 10:25

Welcome Visitors!
You are our honored guest. It is our sincere hope that you will be spiritually edified by the worship service today. Please don’t hesitate to ask if you have any questions about our worship services.

Message from the Minister
“Gossip: When Someone Says Bad Things About You, Part 1”
(continued)

“Rick, you’ll always have gossip in the church.” His words were not discouraging to me.
It was another reminder that “Adam ever liveth.” Sin is real in our world, and it is real in me.
Sin should be more sobering to the Christian than discouraging because we have hope in
the gospel. If we did not have hope because of Christ, we should experience more discouragement than sobriety. Our hope is in a risen Redeemer who forgives us of our sins, declares
us not guilty, and gives us His righteousness. But the gospel is more profound than that: we
will be guiltless throughout eternity. “Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye
may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 1:8).
First Thoughts
The tendency for most of us when we think about gossip is to focus more on those who have
said things about us than giving appropriate reflection about ourselves. Let me put the question to you:
When you first hear the word gossip, what do you think about first? Do you think of yourself, the Savior, or others?
It’s a fair question and how you answer that question will reveal a lot about your heart motives. Our first thought should be about the Savior, of course. He is the only one who can
solve any sin problem, which is why any sinfulness should motivate us to cast our gaze upon
His cross first. It’s the cross of Christ that annihilates sin.
Another reason we should think of Christ first is because sin besmirches His reputation. Gossip is not primarily about you or me; it’s about Him. His name is on the line, not
ours. “…he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake” (Psalm 23:3).
Our primary objective in life is to make God’s name great. When sin happens, the Godcentered Christian experiences grief because of the trashing of our heavenly Father’s reputation.
We will pick up with this subject in next week’s Informer. Until next week, remember the Mission and Vision of the University Church of Christ is to be “A New Testament
church seeking to evangelize, starting with the central core of Greater Cleveland. We will
use our unique gifts and opportunities to engage with the community to bring souls to Jesus, develop and equip them for a 21st century ministry.” And please remember that God
loves you, Jesus died for you, I love you, and I am your servant for Jesus’ sake!
Yours because of Calvary,
Terrance R. McClain, PhD
Minister

T o d a y ’ s

M e d i t a t i o n

James 1:2-8 (KJV)
LEADER: My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;
CONGREGATION: knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
LEADER: But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire,
wanting nothing.
CONGREGATION: If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.
LEADER: But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave
of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.
CONGREGATION: For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the
Lord.
TOGETHER: A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To access Sunday morning worship (11:00 am) and Wednesday evening Bible study (7:00 pm):
1) Tune into FACEBOOK live stream at Terrance Richard McClain
2) Via teleconference:

Dial 1-717-275-8940 or 1-712–832-8330 Access code 244-4066.

3) The worship service will also be available on WWW.YOUTUBE.COM
(after 2pm)
Search: University Church of Christ Cleveland

You can drop by the church building and pick up your communion set, bulletin
and drop off your contribution Tuesday - Friday, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm. Please
call the church office at (216) 421-0233 if you have any questions.


Remember to call or email the church office if you’d like to access
our Thursday 7pm Bible study via Zoom. The WINTER quarter books
are here and may be picked-up at the church building during office
hours. To access this bible study via phone, dial 301-715-8592, ID:
83840201778, Passcode: 855448

See Bulletin Board for details of Upcoming Events

