
 

We read in Psalm 80:8-9, “You uprooted a vine from Egypt; You drove out the nations and plant-

ed it, You cleared a place for it; it took root and filled the land.”  God delivered His people from 
the tormenting chains of slavery in Egypt.  And from there He led them into a new land called Canaan.  

God even went before them to prepare the land causing it to flow with milk and honey.  Then we read 
in Psalm 80:10-11, “The mountains were covered by its shade, and the mighty cedars with its 

branches.  It sent out sprouts toward the Sea and shoots toward the River.”  God gloriously and 
divinely planted His people in a land to prosper and flourish under His design.  Sound familiar?  It is a 

striking parallel between Israel of old and America today.  I believe with all of my heart that America is 
a God-planted, God-blessed, God-ordained nation.  No nation has had such a Christian beginning as 

America, except of course, Israel.  I believe God planted the American dream in the hearts and minds 
of our founding fathers.  When the Pilgrims came to America in 1620, they came seeking religious   

liberty and freedom.  They huddled beneath the decks of the Mayflower and wrote the Mayflower 
Compact which begins with these words, “In the name of God, Amen.”  Elsewhere in the compact, 

they wrote that their voyage to these shores was “for the glory of God and the advancement of the 
Christian faith.”  Will you find that in a history textbook today?   Probably not.  That’s because most 

textbooks are compiled by “revisionists” who rewrite history to fit current ideology.  Here’s what Earl 
Warren, former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, had to say in a 1954 speech as reported in a 

Time Magazine.  “I believe that no one can read the history of our country without realizing the 
good book [the Bible] and the spirit of the Savior which have from the beginning been our 

guiding genius.  Whether we look at the first charter of Virginia, or the charter of New England, 
or the charter of Massachusetts Bay, or the fundamental orders of Connecticut, the same     

objectivity is present, a Christian land governed by Christian principles.  …I believe the entire 
Bill of Rights came into being because of the knowledge our forefathers had of the Bible and 

their belief in it.  Freedom of belief, of expression, of assembly, of petition, the dignity of the 
individual, the sanctity of the home, equal justice under the law, and the reservation of the 

powers to the people.  …I would like to believe that we are living today in the spirit of the 
Christian religion.  I would also like to believe that as long as we do, no great harm can come 

to our country.”  Surprising rhetoric coming from a man who espoused liberal views.  How did we 
come to the place where belief in God was considered out of vogue?  Certainly, our forefathers didn ’t 

think this way.  They never believed in a separation of God and government.  It is time that God ’s  
people were filled with a terrible resolve to turn this nation back to God.  May God give each of us a 

desire to pray and beseech God to stay His hand of mercy on this nation.  And may we follow through 

on our knees daily before His mercy seat repenting of or sin and the sins of our nation!    
      Until next time… Keep Looking Up, Bro. Howard 
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Date “The Church Today” Sermon Series 

November 1 “The Church, His Army”  -  Matthew 16:18 

November 8 “The True Word of God”  -  2 Peter 1:14-21 

November 15 “The Priesthood of Every Believer”  -  1 Peter 2:5,9 

November 22 Joshua Townsend, Arkansas Baptist Home and Family Ministries 

November 29 “The Pastor”  -  Ephesians 4:7-13 

  

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 

What if...Jesus was 

only as committed     

to you are you are      

to him? 

2 3 4 

When you’re down to 

nothing - God is up to 

something. 

Ribs, Potato Salad, 

Beans, Lemon Cake 

5 6 

Seven greatest 

wonders of 

the world…. 

CREATION! 

7 

8 9 

God didn’t  

promise smooth 

sailing, just a 

safe harbor. 

10 11 Veterans Day 

 

 

 

Soups & Chili, Cake 

12    Goodies to    

Ballman 

A cloudy day is 

no match for a 

sunny                   

disposition! 

13 14 

The direction we 

are facing has a 

lot to do with our 

destination. 

15 

We don’t need to 

think less of ourselves, 

we need to think of 

ourselves less. 

16 17 

There are no 

atheists in 

hell. 

18 

 

Turkey/Ham, Potato, 

Green Bean Casserole 

Rolls, Pies 

19 20 

Love is nice to 

receive, but far 

more reward-

ing to give. 

21 

22 

Don’t let the noise of 

the world drown out 

the peace of God’s 

love. 

23 24 

A gift is not a 

gift until it is 

given. 

25  No services today 

 

26 27 28 

Never get so busy 

making a living 

that you forget to 

make a life. 

29        Serving at Hope 
Campus 

International Missions 
Week (Lottie Moon) 
begins 

30 

When you are 

willing, God will 

make you able. 

     

Date Budget   
Gifts 

Design. 
Gifts 

10-4 $3622 $128 

10-11 $2073 $65 

10-18 $1593 $52 

10-25 $2748 $73 

   

Annual Budget $201,612 

Yr./Date Needed $116,340 

Yr./Date Receipts $93,477  

+ (-) Budget ($ 22,863) 

Needed Weekly $3878 

Weekly Avg.  $3116 

2020/2021 Budget 

Lost & Found:  A hoop-style earring was found 
in the building the week of 10/18.  If you have lost 
one, please call the office so we can see if this is 
yours! 

Thank you to everyone who gave me cards and gifts for my  
birthday, and also to everyone who gave Sherry and me cards, 
gifts and words of encouragement for Pastor Appreciation 
Month.   - Bro. Howard 

On Wednesday evenings we are going through the Psalms 



 

Please Pay for our NAMB Missionaries 

Nov. 1   Gay and John Williams -   

   Disaster Relief Chaplain - Honolulu, HI 

Nov 8:   Anonymous Planters 

Nov 15:   Adrian and Adriana Lauran,   

   Word of Life PDX - Portland OR 

Nov 22:   Steven and Madison Polino,   

   Montreal Church Plant - Montreal, QC 

Nov 29:   Week of Prayer for International Missions 

On Sunday, November 22nd, we will be       
observing Arkansas Baptist Children’s Home 
and Family Ministries Sunday.  We normally 
do this during our Thanksgiving Meal, but this 
year we will not be having our meal because 
of the virus.  So, please be preparing to give 
to our Arkansas Baptist Children’s Home and 
Family Ministries.  There will be bookmarks 
and designated offering envelopes in our bul-
letins on the 22nd.   

We will have a guest speaker on this Sunday 
morning.  Our monetary gifts go toward      
Arkansas Baptist Homes for Children,         
Arkansas Baptist Ranch, Connected Foster 
Care, Desired Haven Family Care, and Living 
Well Counseling.  Thank you for your past 
support!    

THINK ON THESE THINGS 

If you think that you cannot do much and that 
the little you can do is of no value, think on 
these things: 

A shirt waving on a clothesline gave the idea for 
a great balloon, the forerunner of the Zeppelin. 

A spider web strung across a garden path was 
the inspiration for the suspension bridge. 

A teakettle singing on the stove suggested the 
steam engine. 

A lantern swinging in a tower gave rise to the 
pendulum.  

An apple falling from a tree caused the law of 
gravity to be discovered. 

YOUR FAITHFULNESS IN THE KINGDOM CAN 
INSPIRE OTHERS TO SERVE THE LORD. 

If you currently get your newsletter via US mail, 
and would like to receive it by email, please let 
us know your correct email address in the of-
fice.  It is considerably faster (usually by the 
1st, instead of the following week), and you get 
to see the ”prettier” color copy.  If you want to 
continue getting the paper copy, or want to start 
getting it by mail, let us know that also.      
  Thanks,   Paula 

Goodies for  

Ballman Elementary! 

South Side will be supplying Ballman Elementary with 
goodies for their teacher’s lounge on Thursday,     
November 12th.  Through the fall semester we will 
purchase individually wrapped items and deliver them 
to the school on the second Thursday of November 
and December.  We are hoping we can start back to 
our normal way of supplying them with goodies in 
January 2021.  So, we would like for the Sunday 
School classes to get ready to sign-up for the spring 
semester of giving our goodies!   

South Side will be serving 
dinner at Hope Campus on 
Sunday, November 29th. 
We meet at the campus at 

4:00 to prepare and cook the evening meal 
and are usually finished serving by 7:00. If 
you would like to help us, please sign your 
name on the sheet on the table by the church 
office. Thank you to everyone who has served 
and continues to serve in this ministry! 

   The church library is now open again on Sun-
day mornings.  Please come by between Sunday 
School and the morning Worship Service and 
check out the new books and DVDs that have 
been donated.    

If you find something you want to borrow, be sure 
to either have a worker check it out for you or if 
there is no one in there, sign the card inside and 
leave it on the library desk.  All items can be     
borrowed up to two weeks.   

If you do not have time to look around Sunday 
morning, call the office and let us arrange a     
convenient time when you can browse through at 
your own pace. 

The Pilgrims made seven times more graves 
than huts.  No Americans have been more im-
poverished than these who, nevertheless, set 
aside a day of thanksgiving.   



 

THANKFUL-GIVING CALENDAR 
Each day add an item to a box.  Before Thanksgiving, donate the contents to a neighbor, 

a stranger, our church Food Pantry, or a food bank! 

November 1  -  box of cereal     

November 2  -  peanut butter    November 15  -  package of rice 

November 3  -  stuffing mix  *    November 16  -  package of oatmeal 

November 4  -  boxed potatoes  *   November 17  -  package of pasta 

November 5  -  macaroni and cheese   November 18  -  pasta sauce 

November 6  -  canned fruit    November 19  -  chicken noodle soup 

November 7  -  canned tomatoes   November 20  -  tomato soup  

November 8  -  canned tuna       (or mushroom *) 

November 9  -  dessert mix  *    November 21  -  can of corn  *  

November 10  -  jar of applesauce   November 22  -  can of mixed vegetables 

November 11  -  canned sweet potatoes  *  November 23  -  can of carrots 

November 12  -  cranberry sauce  *   November 24  -  can of green beans  * 

November 13  -  canned beans    *  These items could be used for a   

November 14  -  box of crackers    Thanksgiving meal. 
 

According to prices online, a complete box would be $28.76.                                            
Less than $30 to help someone in need!   

For those who are unable do the shopping, we would be glad to go for you! 

I saw an idea for a “Reverse Advent Calendar” for December, which was 
to be donated on or after Christmas Eve.  But I thought about it:  that is 
too late to help with the holidays!  So I came up with a idea of our own: 
to help those families who are struggling right now and it may be affect-
ing their holiday plans.   

If you would be interested in joining us, we would like to provide 
“Thanksgiving boxes” on Monday, Nov. 23rd.  Although the date on the 
list goes through Nov. 24th, if you get the items to us by Sunday, Nov. 
22nd, we can get them passed out in time for Thanksgiving.  While you 
provide the non-perishables, we will look for meats and other fresh items 
to  combine with your items.   

We are grateful for those who have been so faithful to provide for others 
through our food pantry this past year.  Many food pantries in Arkansas 
have shut down in 2020, just when they are needed most.  Thanks to 
you, we can not only share God’s love with others in words, but we can 
show it in a physical way! 

Thank you to everyone who has been supporting our food pantry.  In October, the 
number of households who called for help were  fifteen.   In those homes, there 
were 42 individuals, including 13 children and 8 seniors. We have been offered 
some bargains on non-perishables, so we are stocking up.  November is usually at 
a MUCH higher rate.  Many of our “regulars” wait on purpose so they can get meat 
for the holidays.  Although many pantries give out non-perishables, with your     
support we are able to give out meat, and fresh produce with almost every box.   



 

Visit our website at www.ssbconline.org.   

The website has been updated and really improved.  Sign on 
to see all the changes.   

Find us on Facebook under “South Side Baptist Church”  
Like and Share our page to help your family and friends see 
what is going on here.   

Then, check out South Side’s YouTube channel! Just go to 
YouTube and do a search for ssbcfortsmith in the YouTube 
search engine. When our channel comes up, please sub-
scribe to it, then click on the icon that looks like a bell to have 
a notification sent to your email when we post a new sermon 
video. We will be putting videos of our morning preaching 
service on this channel.   

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING MENU 

November 4 

 Pork Ribs, Potato Salad, Ranch-style Beans, Cake 

November 11 

Soups & Chili, Cornbread & Crackers, Cake 

November 18 

Turkey & Ham, Potatoes, Green Bean Casserole, 
Rolls, Pie 

November 25 

No Services 

Sun. Pre-service Choir 9:00 a.m. 

 Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

 Morning Worship 10:50 a.m. 

 Choir practice (full)  

 Evening Worship  

Wed. Meal 5:00 p.m. 

 Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 


