
 

We read a story in Luke that deals with thanksgiving!  The story is in Luke 17:11-19 which reads, “While traveling to Jeru-

salem, He passed between Samaria and Galilee.  As He entered a village, 10 men with serious skin diseases met Him.  

They stood at a distance and raised their voices, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’  When He saw them, He told 

them, ‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.’  And while they were going, they were healed.  But one of them, seeing 

that he was healed, returned and, with a loud voice, gave glory to God.  He fell facedown at His feet, thanking Him.  And 

he was a Samaritan.  Then Jesus said, ‘Were not 10 cleansed?  Where are the nine?  Didn’t any return to give to God 

except this foreigner?’  And He told him, ‘Get up and go on your way.  Your faith has made you well.’”  Often this story is 

treated as “the nine who did not thank.”  But the emphasis rests upon the Samaritan—the unlikely thanker.  The man least 

likely to bring thanksgiving became indeed the singularly most thankful.  God deserves gratitude.  The thankful heart is 

evidence of the healthy soul.  There is an anatomy of gratitude in this passage relevant for this Thanksgiving season.  The 

first thing it talks about is: (1) One Who Thanks Does Not Confuse Thanksgiving.  Evidently the thankless nine felt they 

had fulfilled their obligation of gratitude sufficiently.  Perhaps they  confused other related attitudes with gratitude itself.  

We may confuse reverence with thanksgiving.  “They stood at a distance.” (v. 12)  Lepers were required to stand apart 

from the clean.  Certainly in the instance of their relation to Jesus this represents not only the common custom, but even 

additional reverence for the Great Master also.  A sense of awe is appropriate, even indispensable for worship.  But rever-

ence is not thanksgiving.  We may confuse recognition with thanksgiving.  “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” (v. 13)  

They recognized the person and the position of Jesus.  It was to some extent a confession of their faith, inadequate as it 

was.  But the more recognition and confession of Jesus’ person is not to be confused with gratitude.  We may confuse 

response with gratitude.  “And while they were going, they were healed.” (v. 14)  Obedience is to be prized.            

Response to the command of God evidences good faith.  But even obedience may be a grim habit without the grace of 

gratitude. The next thing we see is: (2) One Who Thanks Does Not Refuse Thanksgiving.  Gratitude begins with       

perception.  “Seeing that he was healed..” (v. 15)  Acceptable gratitude must begin with the discipline of perceiving 

God’s blessings.  Even when we ask for God’s blessings, we sometimes do not perceive that every good thing comes 

from His hand.  Gratitude also grows with proclamation. “With a loud voice, gave glory to God.” (v. 15)  Gratitude must 

move from the inward recognition to the outward presentation.  It belongs to the very nature of the thankful heart to say 

so.  The we see that gratitude bore the fruit of prostration.  “He fell face down at His feet, thanking Him.” (v. 15)  This 

suggests that genuine worship must be accomplished by thanksgiving.  Only the thankful man was prostrate at the feet of 

Jesus.  The last thing we see is: (3) One Who Thanks Does Not Abuse Thanksgiving.  Those expected to do so did not 

give thanks.  The other nine, at least some of them, were of the house of Israel, the covenant people. Everything about 

their heritage should have led them to thank God.  The Samaritan outcast expressed gratitude.  Jesus suggests that 

sometimes the only ones to thank God are the unlikely ones.  How will it be this Thanksgiving?  Will you belong to the 

company of the one or the company of the nine?            Until Next Time…  Keep Looking Up,   Bro. Howard 
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Wednesday nights we will be continuing our  “Journey Through the Bible”  Come join us! 
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Each month we have a Night of Encouragement spe-

cifically set aside to reach out and encouragement and 

contact with members who shut-ins, or who have had 

difficulties recently that prevent them from being able to 

attend regularly.  Many of these people look forward to 

hearing from their church so much.  They miss being 

here!  This is also a time when we reach out to people 

who visited recently, or members who might have been 

missing for a while.  

Come join us as we let 

people know they are 

loved with cards, phone 

calls and visits. 

The SSBC Members of the Month for November 
are Scott and Dawn Taylor, and their sons Steven 
and Phillip.  Take time to get to know them better 
this month!  
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Thank you to everyone who helped take 

our kids to Hog Wild and Chick-fil-A last 

month.  They had a great time, and the 

adults seemed to as well. 

Also...thanks for all the plastic bags.  We 

have plenty now! 

The annual SSBC Thanksgiving Meal is Tuesday, Nov. 21st, 

at 5:45 p.m.  Invite your family, friends, and  neighbors to join 

us for a wonderful time of fellowship and good food.   

Like last year, there will not be a charge for this meal, so feel 

free to use this time to reach out to those you want to meet 

our church family!  All we ask is that you sign up by Nov 15th 

so we will know how many people to expect! 

Our menu for this year will be 

turkey and ham, dressing, 

gravy, green beans, cranberry 

sauce, rolls, and a choice of 

several pies.   

During the night of our 

Thanksgiving Meal we will be 

taking a love offering for the 

Arkansas Baptist Children’s 

Homes and Family Ministries.  This is a great time for us, as a 

local body, to help meet the needs of those staying on the 

campus of the ABCH. There will be Arkansas Baptist Chil-

dren’s Homes offering envelopes on the tables for you to use.  

If giving by check, please make the check out to South Side 

Baptist Church (SSBC) and we will make sure they receive 

your gift.  Thank you for your generosity to this ministry! 

5:45 pm 



 

Ushers in November—Pat, Pete and Tammy 

Date Morning prayer Deacons 

11-5 Mike Hicks Mike Hicks   

Brian Sweeten 

11-12 Chuck Quillman Mell Moss        

Chuck Quillman 

11-19 David Goodson Mike Hicks    

Brian Sweeten 

11-26 Mike Hicks Mell Moss     

Chuck Quillman 

Date Sunday 

School 

Morning 

Worship 

Budget   

Gifts 

Design. 

Gifts 

10-1 39 45 $3466 $649 

10-8 41 41 $3240 $338 

10-15 40 44 $4002 $264 

10-22 47 54 $2378 $148 

10-29 44 51 $1111 $66 

Attendance Giving 

Annual Budget $228,266 

Yr/Date Needed $136,090 

Yr/Date Receipts $101,639 

+ (-) Budget ($34,451) 

Needed Weekly $4390 

Weekly Avg.  $3279 2
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We are getting a head start this year on our Christmas 

Teddy Bear forest.  Examples of the bears we have 

available will be by the missions bulletin board, along 

with dedication forms.  If you would like to provide the 

cost of bears in memory and honor of loved ones, 

complete the forms and include it in your offering    

envelope.   

Last year we provided bears to the Fort Smith Police 

Department, Sebastian County Sheriff’s Department 

and DHS workers, and the Fort Smith Fire Depart-

ment.  These bears are given to children they meet in 

their jobs, usually in a crisis situation.  Our prayer is 

that they will bring comfort to the children, and be a 

visual display of God’s love for them...and ours. 

8th Gail Bardrick 

9th Tammy Moss 

15th Bradley Martin 

28th Skiwyn Phifer 

30th Pat Jones 

We have Christmas flyers that were sent to our 

church as an outreach tool.  If you would like some of 

them to include in your Christmas cards, or to stick in 

with bill payments, or to hand out personally, please 

let us know in the office.  We will be adding our 

church’s information to the back of the flyers, and 

plan to have them available the first Sunday of   No-

vember.  Help us reach out to those who are not sure 

about the REAL story of Christmas 

Thank you to SSBC for the surprise birthday 

party on Sunday night, October 8th!          

You blessed my heart!!!        Bro. Howard 

Thank you, SSBC, for the surprise Pastor & 

Wife Appreciation luncheon on Sunday, Oct. 

22nd.  Thank you for the gift card to Patrick’s 

Burgers, and, also, thank you to everyone for 

the cards and gifts.  They were very much 

appreciated!!         Bro. Howard & Sherry 

To Our Fighting Men 

We care…. 

That you have left your homes           

to fight a battle far away,  

young dreams postponed.  Know this - 

that we in gratitude hail you today. 

We think…. 

Of you out there with love, your     

fears and hardships not a few. 

The patriots’ dream that you uphold is 

good and right.  We’re proud of you! 

We pray…. 

For you, that God will give strong  

courage, patience, faith and zest, 

That you will seek His will and find  

that His plan for your life is best. 

   E.M. Willson 

We extend our sympathy 

and prayers to Tim Johnson 

and the family and friends 

of Ms. Lucy Johnson.  Ms. 

Lucy passed away Friday, 

October 27th.  Her wonderful smile and joy in 

life will be missed by everyone who knew her.   

You are invited to a 90th Birthday Bash!  

Celebrating JOHN FURLOW                                          

(Ramona Goodson’s father) 

December 2, 2017,  Drop in from 2 pm to 4 pm 

At The Links,  5100 South Zero Street 

No gifts, please 



 

Check out our website at www.ssbconline.org.   

The website has been updated and really improved.  

Sign on to see all the changes.  If you have sugges-

tions as to things you would like to see on the 

webpage, please let us know. 

South Side also has a Facebook presence as well.  

It has been updated as well.  If you will “like” our 

page, you’ll get updated information as it is added.  

Sharing the page with your friends will help spread 

the word as to what we are doing here at South 

Side Baptist. 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please call, 

write or email us at southside@ssbconline.org 

 

Sun. Pre-service Choir 9:00 a.m. 

 Morning Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 

 Morning Worship 10:50 a.m. 

 Choir practice (full) 5:00 p.m. 

 Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

Wed. Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 

 Children’s activities 5:45 p.m. 


