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From The Pastor’s Pen! 

We read in Acts 8:26-40 the account of the conversion of the Ethiopian man.  In verses 27 & 
28 we see where Philip is called to go from Jerusalem to Gaza.  The angel of the Lord said in 
verse 26, “Philip, ‘Get up and go south.’”  Then we see Philip’s response in verse 27, “So 
he got up and went.”  There is a story about a little boy in a French village that was dying 
from the dreaded disease hydrophobia.  It began a few days before as he played in the 
streets when a stray dog ran by and sank his teeth into the boy’s leg.  Sympathetic neighbors 
stood in the family circle to offer words of love to the family as the drama of death ran its 
course in that young life.  In the crowd of onlookers stood a young scientist who determined 
to do something about that disease.  Many weeks later Louis Pasteur came forth with a      
serum which broke the power of that disease in human life.  We live in a world of countless 
discoveries.  What’s left to be found out?  Have we not gone through the last frontier?  No, 
Christian witnessing must be rediscovered by every new generation.  We must discover that 
every Christian must witness for Christ.  Our mission is to witness.  Why this task?  We are to 
be witnesses: (1) Because this is the will of God for every Christian.  This may sound 
strange, but it is true.  God wants us to tell the story of Jesus, to unseal our lips and let our 
tongues free for saying that God loves every person.  All redeemed people need to learn that 
God wants all saved people sharing His message.  We see in this passage in Acts that Philip 
didn’t delay or argue.  He didn’t ask God to find a substitute.  And the Lord who sent Philip 
south to witness may send us to go north or east or west, but He wants us to witness to 
somebody somewhere.  (2) Because the Word of God is powerful.  The message of the 
Gospel reaches lost people everywhere.  Philip had been in Jerusalem.  The Book of Acts 
tells the story.  Philip had seen miracles all around him.  Then God called him away from the 
place of many spiritual victories.  God soon showed Philip through another experience in the 
desert what His Word could do in the life of a man from Ethiopia.  That encounter of the   
Ethiopian and Philip was cordial at the beginning.  Philip began to tell him the meaning of 
Isaiah 53.  Philip explained the Word carefully.  The Ethiopian came to a personal faith in   
Jesus, was baptized and went on his way rejoicing.  Yes, the Word of God is powerful.                         

( …..continued on page 2) 
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Design. 
Gifts 

4-4 $4051 $1499 

4-11 $2821 $80 

4-18 $2630 $64 

4-25 $2428 $119 

 

Annual Budget $196,130 

Yr./Date Needed $15,088 

Yr./Date Receipts $11,930 

+ (-) Budget ( $3158) 

Needed Weekly $3772 

Weekly Avg.  $2982.50 

2021/2022 Budget 

On Wednesday evenings we will be looking at Scriptures from 
the book of 1 Corinthians.  We look forward to seeing everyone! 

Goodies for Ballman Elementary! 

South Side will be supplying Ballman Elementary 
with goodies for their teacher’s lounge on     
Thursday, May 13. This will be our last time to 
supply goodies for this school year.  Thank you 
everyone for your generous gifts as it allowed us 
to purchase the needed items each month.  Thank 
you for being a part of this ministry to our local  
elementary school!  We will start again in the fall 
semester. 

South Side will be serving dinner at Hope Campus 
on Sunday, May 30th.   We meet at the campus at 
4:00 to prepare and cook the evening meal and are 
usually finished serving by 7:00. If you would like to 
help us, please sign your name on the sheet on the 
table by the church office.  We will be short-handed 
as some of our folks will be gone that weekend.  So, 
if you have never gone to help, and you thought 
about it in the past, this would be a great opportunity 
for you to sign-up! 

(“Pastor” continued from page 1…..) 

(3) Because of the worth of every person.  A man’s worth chemically is little.  Spiritually, man is priceless!  
And God put Philip in the desert so he could discover that a man may leave multitudes to find one valuable 
person.  God underscores the worth of a human life.  One person may need us.  A hurting, broken life may be 
waiting for us, somewhere.  We are to witness because of the worth of every person.  (4) Because of the joy 
that salvation brings.  The passage says in verse 39 that the eunuch, “went on his way rejoicing.”  The 
eunuch had searched in vain to find peace with God.  He did not find it in his “proselyte religion.”  A spiritual 
pilgrimage did not bring him anything but misery.  His service as an official of the government did not help him 
either.  That which made the difference in his life was Jesus Christ.  A person finds joy as they discover the 
awe, splendor, and blessing of a life that is saved by Jesus Christ.  Christ and Christ alone makes the differ-
ence.  Joy fills the heart of the one who wins another person to faith in Christ.  No mention is made in the text 
of the joy of Philip.  And yet, we know how he must have felt.  Just like you and me, when we share the    
Gospel with a person and they surrender their life to Christ, the next time we share, we share with more joy 
and expectation.  You may ask, “Where do we start?”  That’s an easy question to answer.  You start where 
you are.  You start in your home, your school, your place of employment, your neighborhood, your Walmart, 
your Harps, your Lowes, your restaurant, etc.  You start where you are.  Are you ready to commit your life to 
the task of being a dynamic witness for Christ?  If so, start where you are!      
       Until next time, Keep Looking Up!  Bro. Howard 

Thank you to everyone who gave to the Gideon offering on 
Sunday, April 18th.  We gave a total of $476, which means we 
will help purchase 95 Bibles.  As Jerry Davenport, the Gideon 
representative, stated during his message, every Bible has an 
opportunity to reach 2300 people.  So, with our purchase of 95 
Bibles, that makes it possible for 218,500 people to be reached 
with the Gospel.  Isn’t that awesome!  We cannot reach every-
body, but we can reach somebody and one of those ways is 
through our support of the Gideons! 

Date Sermon 

May 2 The Importance of the Deacon - Acts 6:1-6 

May 9 God’s Way for the Woman - Titus 2:1-5 

May 16 The First Christian Martyr - Acts 7:51-60 

May 23 The Church on the Move - Acts 8:1, 5-6, 9-10, 26 

May 30 Supply Preacher - Marion Cornett 



 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

2 3 

 

Change how 
you see, not 

how you look. 

4 5 

Compassion puts love 
into action. 

Chicken Casserole, Salad, 
Tres Leches Cake 

6 7 8 

The best exer-
cise for good 

relationships is 
bending over 
backwards. 

9 10 11 

A true friend is 
the one who 

walks in when 
others walk 

out. 

12 

Business meeting 

 

Roast, Potatoes, Carrots, 
Rolls, Earthquake Cake 

13 

Final “Goodie 
Drop” at Ballman 
Elementary for this 
year. 

14 15 

16 

Live in a way that 
those who do not 

know God will 
come to know Him 

because they 
know you. 

17 18 

 

19 

Challenges in life can 
make you bitter,          

or better 

Chicken & Dumplngs,  
Salad, Cornbread, Cake 

20 

 

21 

An apology is 
the best way 
to have the 
last word. 

22 

 

23 24 

Act as if what 
you do makes 
a difference.   

It does. 

25 26 

Discipline is the 
bridge between goals 
and accomplishment. 

Sloppy Joes, Chips, Fresh 
Vegetables, Mixed Fruit 

27 28 29 

Worry pulls 
tomorrow’s 
cloud over   

today’s                
sunshine. 

30 31   Office closed      

9th James Bostick 

22nd Wayne Dorsey 

24th Lisa Barholm 

29th Melissa Taylor 

Prayer list for NAMB missionaries - April 

2nd Tyrell and Chelsea Brown, Church planter—Dundalk, MD 

9th Brian and Sandy Styer, Chaplain—Atoka, TN 

16th Amer Yonthan and Intissar (Vicky) Sfadi, Church  
 Planter—Mason, OH 

23rd Ryan and Kierstin Ivy, Church Planter—Las Vegas, NV 

30th Mike and Amy Smith, Chaplain—NAS OCEANA—
 Oceana, VA 

Thank you to everyone who has helped us fund the Food Pantry 
ministry!  Our pantry is scheduled to distribute food on the 1st and 
3rd Thursday afternoons, by appointment, although we frequently 
have others call in need at other times too.  If you know of someone 
who could use some help, have them call the Monday or Tuesday 
before those days to make an appointment.   The pantry will be 
open on May 6th and 20th this month.   

We are not sure how many of you have had an opportunity to see “The Chosen” yet.  The church has a copy  
of Season One in the library, and we encourage you to see it.   You can also download The Chosen app on 
your own devices to see all of season one and recently released episodes from season two.  There is no fee 
for the app.  You can get the download at thechosen.tv/app.  Just so you know… once you begin watching, it 
is hard to stop!  Warning:  you will laugh, cry, and be convicted!   

There are two ways of exerting one’s strength.  
One is pushing down, and the other is pulling up. 



 

Visit our website at www.ssbconline.org.   

The website has been updated and really improved.  Sign on 
to see all the changes.   

Find us on Facebook under “South Side Baptist Church”  
Like and Share our page to help your family and friends see 
what is going on here.   

Then, check out South Side’s YouTube channel! Just go to 
YouTube and do a search for ssbcfortsmith in the YouTube 
search engine. When our channel comes up, please sub-
scribe to it, then click on the icon that looks like a bell to have 
a notification sent to your email when we post a new sermon 
video. We will be putting videos of our morning preaching 
service on this channel.   

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING MENU 

May 5 

Mexican Chicken Casserole, Salad, Tres Leches Cake 

May 12 

Roast, Potatoes & Carrots, Rolls, Earthquake Cake 

May 19 

Chicken & Dumplngs, Salad, Cornbread, Cake 

May 26 

Sloppy Joes, Chips, Fresh Vegetables, Mixed Fruit 

Sun. Pre-service Choir 9:00 a.m. 

 Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

 Morning Worship 10:50 a.m. 

 Choir practice (full)  

 Evening Worship  

Wed. Meal 5:00 p.m. 

 Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 


