
 

Greetings South Side Family and Friends: 

I read an article a few months back by Thom Rainer, President of LifeWay on “The Urgent 

Church.”  This blog dealt with nine changes that churches must do or die.  I would like to share 

those nine changes with you.  1.  We must stop bemoaning the death of cultural Christiani-

ty. Such whining does us no good. Easy growth is simply not a reality for many churches. People 

no longer come to a church because they believe they must do so to be culturally accepted. The 

next time a church member says, “They know where we are; they can come here if they want to,” rebuke him. 

Great Commission Christianity is about going; it’s not “y’all come.”  2.  We must cease seeing the church as a 

place of comfort and stability in the midst of rapid change. Certainly, God’s truth is unchanging. So we do find 

comfort and stability in that reality. But don’t look to your church not to change methods, approaches, and human-

made traditions. Indeed, we must learn to be uncomfortable in the world if we are to make a difference. “We’ve 

never done it that way before,” is a death declaration.  3.  We must abandon the entitlement mentality. Your 

church is not a country club where you pay dues to get your perks and privileges. It is a gospel outpost where you 

are to put yourself last. Don’t seek to get your way with the music, temperature, and length of sermons. Here is a 

simple guideline: Be willing to die for the sake of the gospel. That’s the opposite of the entitlement mentality.  4.  

We must start doing.  Most of us like the idea of evangelism more than we like doing evangelism. Try a simple 

prayer and ask God to give you gospel opportunities. You may be surprised how He will use you.  5.  We must 

stop using biblical words in unbiblical ways. “Discipleship” does not mean caretaking. “Fellowship” does not 

mean entertainment.  6.  We must stop focusing on minors. Satan must delight when a church spends six 

months wrangling over a bylaw change. That’s six months of gospel negligence.  7.  We must stop shooting our 

own. This tragedy is related to the entitlement mentality. If we don’t get our way, we will go after the pastor, the 

staff member, or the church member who has a different perspective than our own. We will even go after their fami-

lies. Don’t let bullies and perpetual critics control the church. Don’t shoot our own. It’s not friendly fire.  8.  We must 

stop wasting time in unproductive meetings, committees, and business sessions. Wouldn’t it be nice if every 

church member could only ask one question or make one comment in a meeting for every time he or she has 

shared his or her faith the past week?  9.  We must become houses of prayer. Stated simply, we are doing too 

much in our own power. We are really busy, but we are not doing the business of God.  Around 200 churches will 

close their doors this week.  For many of these churches the choice is simple: change or die.  Time is running out. 

Please, for the sake of the gospel,    forsake yourself and make the changes in God’s power.    

     Until Next Time, Keep Looking Up,  Bro. Howard 
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SERMON 

SCHEDULE 

May 7 May 14 May 21 May 28 

Morning “Why is it Important to      

Believe in Eternal Security?”  

1 John 5:8-10; 13 

“Choosing the Best”   

Luke 10:38-42 

“Seven Reasons for Believ-

ing in Eternal Security”    

Pt. 1  John 6:39-40 

“Seven Reasons for 

Believing in Eternal  

Security” Pt. 2          

Philippians 1:3; 6-7 

Evening “Turning Hurts into Hallelu-

jahs”   Romans 8:8, 11 

No Evening Services 

Mother’s Day 

Annual Spring Picnic at 

Columbus Acres 

No Evening Services 

Memorial Day 

Wednesday evenings we will be taking a “Journey Through the Bible”  

Everyone is encouraged to attend any and all of our services! 



 

7th Martha Hicks 

18th Margie Hawkins 

22nd Wayne Dorsey 

29th Melissa Taylor 

 1 2 3 

 

Ckn’n’Dumplings   

Green Beans, 

Cornbread, Cake 

4  National Day 

of Prayer 

5 6 

 

7 8 9 10 

 

Spaghetti, Salad, 

Garlic Bread, 

Cake 

11 12 

 

13 

Mail                             

Carriers                               

Food                          

Drive 

14 

Deacons  

- 8:30 am 

No PM                         

services 

15 16 17 

Business Mtg-6 pm 

Beans, Cornbread, 

Potatoes, Apple 

Crisp 

18 19 20 

21 

 

22 23 24 

 

Chicken Strips, 

Mashed Potatoes, 

Peas, Rolls, Cake 

25 26 27 

28 

 

 

No Evening Service 

29 30 31 

Last Wed meal 

until Fall 

Breakfast 

   

May 2017 

Due to schedule conflicts, illness and 

weather, the Spring Picnic has been 

rescheduled for Sunday, May 21st, 

at Columbus Acres.  We will begin 

arriving there about 2 p.m.  Hopefully 

the weather will cooperate and we 

can enjoy a nice DRY ballfield, so 

bring your softball equipment and 

lawn chairs, along with the side dishes and desserts to 

accompany the hamburgers and hot dogs.  See you then! 

The holidays in May are Mother’s 

Day on the 14th and Memorial 

Day on the 28th.  The evening 

services on those weekends are 

cancelled so we can spend time 

with family and friends.  Also, 

the office will be closed on     

Memorial Day. 



 

Ushers in May—Pat, Pete, and Tammy 

Date Morning prayer Deacons 

5/7 Chuck Quillman Mike Hicks   

Brian Sweeten 

5/14 David Goodson Mell Moss       

Chuck Quillman 

5/21 Mike Hicks Mike Hicks    

Brian Sweeten 

5/28 Chuck Quillman Mell Moss 

Chuck Quillman 

Date Sunday 

School 

Morning 

Worship 

Budget   

Gifts 

Design. 

Gifts 

4/2 51 53 $3760 $1295 

4/9 41 41 $2265 $116 

4/16  62 $4706 $100 

4/23 39 40 $6185 $94 

Attendance Giving 

Annual Budget $228,266 

Yr/Date Needed $17,560 

Yr/Date Receipts $16,916 

+ (-) Budget ($644) 

Needed Weekly $4390 

Weekly Avg.  $4229 2
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Sun. Pre-service Choir 9:00 a.m. 

 Morning Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 

 Morning Worship 10:50 a.m. 

 Choir practice (full) 5:00 p.m. 

 Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

Wed. Meal   5:00 p.m. 

 Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 

 Children’s activities 5:45 p.m. 

How you can be a part of VBS:   If you can help any time 
during VBS, please let us know and/or sign up on the list out-

side the office.  Also, teachers and leaders who have particu-

lar supplies they need will post those needs on the bulletin 

board.  Anyone who wishes to help can donate those sup-

plies, or if you want, you can just donate the money specifi-

cally for those items and we will do the shopping for you!   

Finally, please invite your family, friends and neighbors to 

bring their children to VBS this year.  We will have flyers 

available to give them with the necessary information.  Help 

us reach the children of Fort Smith with the gospel, and a 

knowledge of God’s love for all of His creation! 

Please be praying as we prepare for our Galactic Starveyors 

Vacation Bible School that will take place June 5-9, as well 

as praying for our teachers, helpers, and children that will be      

attending VBS.  “He is the image 

of the invisible God, the firstborn 

over all creation; because by Him 

everything was created, in heav-

en and on earth, the visible and 

the invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or authori-

ties—all things have been created 

through Him.”  Colossians 1:15-16 

Safe In His Arms by Colleen Coble 

Born and raised on a sprawling Tex-

as ranch, Margaret O'Brien prides 

herself on her competence as a 

rancher. Having lost her brother, she has taken over 

running the ranch that her father owns but her father 

believes she's made for more than just dawn-to-dusk 

work. He wants her to have a family and to build a life 

for herself, so he hires Daniel Cutler as the new ranch 

foreman. Margaret, already frustrated as her position on 

the ranch is threatened and her legacy is given to her 

cousin Lewis, becomes suspicious as an overheard 

conversation links Daniel to a gang of bank robbers. 

Daniel swears he's not involved, but Margaret's not con-

vinced. As a series of tragic "accidents" threatens all 

she holds dear, Margaret must decide what to trust: her 

own ears, her best judgement...or what her heart keeps 

telling her.  

Our theme this year is For Your 

Great Name's Sake! Hear Us 

...Forgive Us ...Heal Us! which is 

inspired by Daniel 9:19. As the 

2017 National Day of Prayer on 

May 4th quickly approaches, thousands of individuals, 

churches, and communities will be working to rally    

millions of Christian's to once again heed this national 

call to prayer.  

One big change this year, is that the National Day of 

Prayer Washington DC Observance will be moving to 

an evening event! From 7:30 to 9 pm ET, you can tune 

in by live stream on our National Day of Prayer website, 

as our Chairperson, Anne Graham Lotz, leads us in 

unified prayer for America.  

The annual Letter Carriers Food Drive is Saturday, May 13th.  

We will be based at Fianna Hills Post Office, and need to be 

there no later than 12:30.  We are usually finished by 5:00 p.m.   

We will need at least three volunteers, although could use up to 

six.  Please let Paula know if you can help.  We also need to 

have a couple of trucks to help transport the food to the church! 

Volunteers will be taking the food from the bags and stacking it 

in boxes for storage, and loading it in the cars or trucks.  How-

ever it will not be all heavy work.  Anyone can help a little!    

Last year Fort Smith residents 

were extremely generous and 

we received 6000 lbs of non-

perishable food that last almost 

a year!  We will be partnering 

with another church food pantry 

this year, so the amount will be 

less, but will still be substantial.  

This food drive enables our 

church to continue serving the 

needs of our neighbors, and 

adds to the money our mem-

bers give to support our pantry! 



 

Check out our website at www.ssbconline.org.   

The website has been updated and really improved.  

Sign on to see all the changes.  If you have sugges-

tions as to things you would like to see on the 

webpage, please let us know. 

South Side also has a Facebook presence as well.  

It has been updated as well.  If you will “like” our 

page, you’ll get updated information as it is added.  

Sharing the page with your friends will help spread 

the word as to what we are doing here at South 

Side Baptist. 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please call, 

write or email us at southside@ssbconline.org 

WEDNESDAY MENU 

May 3 

Ckn’n’Dumplings, Green Beans, Cornbread, Choc. Cake 

May 10 

Spaghetti, Salad, Garlic Bread, Cake 

May 17 

Beans, Cornbread, Potatoes, Apple Crisp 

May 24 

Chicken Strips, Mashed Potatoes, Peas, Rolls, Cake 

May 31 

Breakfast 

 


