
 

In the midst of all that is going on around us, do you find it hard, at times, to praise the Lord?  Maybe 
you have even asked yourself, “Why Praise the Lord?”  David said in Psalm 71:8, “My mouth is full 
of praise and honor to You all day long.”  David was getting up in years when he wrote this Psalm.  
But, even in his old age, he could still praise and give honor to the Lord.  I have met may older 
adults, now not anyone reading this article, that had a sour out look on life.  You have met them.  
They are cranky, critical, and depressing to be around.  But not David.  He was still praising and   
giving honor to his Lord.  Even with all the things that are going on around us, is there any reason to 
continue praising our Lord with our mouths all day long?  I want to give you a few reasons why we 
are to continue giving Him praise.  (1) He continues to be good to us even when we aren’t.  How 
many have ever made the statement, “Life isn’t fair!”  Can I remind you of something that you       
already know?  Life isn’t always fair!  But God is always fair.  And maybe that is what we do not like.  
We don’t like God being fair.  Maybe we fell like we should get some special treatment that others 
don’t receive.  Even when we make decisions that are not best for us, God still continues to be fair.  
When we speak words that should not have been spoken, God still continues to be fair.  Even when 
we make good choices, God still continues to be fair.  (2)  He continues to give us hope, even when 

we feel hopeless.  When you feel down and discouraged and you think that all hope is lost, God 
says, “I am here!  Place your hope in Me.”  David said in Psalm 71:14, “But I will hope continually 
and praise you more and more.”  When you feel like you have lost all hope, I would encourage you 
start reading the Scriptures and find as many on hope that you can.  Read them and let them satu-
rate your heart and mind.  Hope is not a word of uncertainty.  Hope means, “a feeling of expectation 
and desire.”  The word “hope” is mentioned over 130 times in Scripture.  So, I believe we are to have 
hope and not despair, as we allow Christ to live out His life through us.  (3)  God gives us strength 
when we feel weak.  You can take vitamins, eat your Wheaties, and drink your milk and still feel 
weak spiritually.  David said in Psalm 71:7, “I have become an ominous sign to many, but You are 
my strong refuge.”  We need to ask God for inner and spiritual strength, because real strength 
comes from the God of glory.  We need to depend on Him to see us through the tests of life.  We 
need to ask Him for strength for all the duties we have to do.  And we need to praise Him for His 
strength.  (4)  God causes us to rejoice.  David talked about the effect God had on his lips.  He says 
in Psalm 71:23, “My lips will shout for joy when I sing praise to You, because You have redeemed 
me.”  Because of everything God is and does, David’s message rings in our ears.  “Let’s just praise 
the Lord!”  If we have been slow to praise Him, let’s change today.  Make every day a “praise       
performance” unto the Lord!            
              Until Next Time…Keep Looking Up, Bro. Howard 
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June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28 

The Gift of Encouragement: 

“You Can Receive Forgiveness” 

John 8:1-10 

The Gift of Encouragement: 

“You Are a Citizen of Heaven” 

John 3:16 

 

James Holt 

The Gift of Encouragement: 

“God Will Enable You” 

John 14:26 

No PM No PM No PM No PM 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 

The straight 

and narrow 

path has no 

traffic problem 

2 3 

True peace is not 

merely the absence 

of tension;  it is the 

presence of justice. 

4 

Food Pantry   

1-2 p.m. 

5 6 

It is har to 

stumble when 

you’re on 

your knees. 

7 

Come as you are, but 

you won’t leave as 

you were. 

8 

 

9 

Faith is like a 

rubberband, 

it must be 

stretched. 

10 11 

You may be 

the HOPE 

someone 

finds today. 

12 

A clear con-

science makes 

a soft pillow. 

13 

14 15 

Pleasant 

words bring 

encourage-

ment to the 

soul. 

16 

 

17 

A fellow who says it 

can’t be done is 

likely to be inter-

rupted by someone 

doing it. 

18 

Food Pantry   

1-2 p.m. 

19 

The Bible is 

daily bread, 

not just occa-

sional cake. 

20 

 

21 22 23 

If you worry, 

it means 

you’re not 

sure God will 

get it right. 

24 

 

25 

Anything 

over your 

head is     

under God’s 

feet. 

26 27 

What caterpil-

lars call the 

end, God calls 

a butterfly. 

28 

If you have had  

Mondays all week, 

you need to try our 

Sundays. 

29 30 

A candle 

loses noth-

ing lighting 

another can-

dle. 

    

Date Budget   
Gifts 

Design. 
Gifts 

5-3 $1815 $10 

5/10 $3350 $10 

5/17 $8317 $1250 

5/24 $3538 $500 

5/31 $3823 $1570 

Annual Budget $201,612 

Yr./Date Needed $34,902 

Yr./Date Receipts $33,381 

+ (-) Budget ($1,521 ) 

Needed Weekly $3878 

Weekly Avg.  $3709 2
0
2
0

/2
0
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We are adjusting the hours for our food pantry from 
1:30-2:30 to 1:00-2:00 instead.  For some reason, 
many of the people keep thinking it is at 1:00, so we 
decided to accommodate their memory!  We are 
open on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays 

If you know someone who needs help with food, be 
sure to tell them to call here on Monday or Tuesday 
to make an appointment. 

7th Jonathan Short 

10th Paula Phifer 

17th John McLaughlin 

22nd Dustin Sears 



 

Thank you so much for your support here 
at Hannah House!  Thank you for thinking 

of us with the crafting supplies.- 

Shanna, Mya, Breanna, and Alicia 

 On Thursday, May 21st, we lost 
a dear brother and friend in our 
church, Jerry Laffoon.   

Please keep his wife, Mary, and 
their family in your prayers over 
the coming weeks and months 
as they adjust to the loss and 
the changes in their lives. 

Words are inadequate to express our 

appreciation for all the prayers, love 

and concern shown by our church  

family.  May God richly bless each of 

you for traveling this journey with us.  

Jerry is now whole and more alive 

than ever before. 

  Mary Laffoon and family 

Returning to Corporate Worship 

We will continue with just Sunday 10:50 am  
worship services only for the month of June.  
Thank you, everyone, for being patient and for 
your prayers   during this time.  Hopefully, in   
July, we can become more normal in our service 
times.     - Bro. Howard 

Thank you all for remaining faithful with your 
tithes and offerings. You have enabled us to 
continue the ministries of our church and to 
make the payroll and bills without any concerns.  
    -  Paula 

We are needing to install a fence along the north 
edge of our property on 25th street.  If you can help, 
please contact the office or Ken Overbey.  This 
work must be completed no later than June 10th. 

Mr. Goldblatt,” announced little Joey, “there’s 
something’ I can’t figger out.”  “What’s that  
Joey?” asked Goldblatt.   

“Well, accordin’ to the Bible, The Children of 
Israel crossed the Red Sea, right?”   “Right” 

“An’ the Children of Israel beat up the Philis-
tines, right?”  “”Right.” 

“An’ the Children of Israel built the Temple, 
right?  “Again, you’re right.” 

“An’ the Children of Israel fought the Egyp-
tians, and the Romans, and were always doin’ 
something’ important, right?   

“All that is right, too,” agreed Goldblatt.  “So 
what’s your question?” 

“What I wanna know is this,” demanded Joey.  
“What wuz all the grown-ups doin?” 

South Side Baptist will be going to Hope     
Campus on Sunday evening, August 30, to   
prepare and serve their evening meal.  If you 
would like to help in this ministry a sign-up sheet 
will be placed on the table by the church office 
the first Sunday of August.  We will need to be 
there by 4:00 pm and are usually finished by 
7:00 pm.  Thank you to everyone who has     
volunteered in the past.  Those we serve really 
do enjoy and appreciate us being there! 

We may change from serving the 5th Sunday 
evening of months that have five Sundays to 
once a month, if we have enough interest in   
doing that.  Something to be praying about! 

Over the past few weeks I made a number of 
cloth face masks for family and friends.  After a 
while I lost count of how many I made, so now I 
have a few extras.  If you have need of one, or 
more, let me know.  I will be glad to share. - Paula 

Please Pray for our NAMB Missionaries 

Scott and Alicia Snyder - Church Planters:  
Vandalia, OH 

Konstantin and Angela Goncharov - Church 
Planters:  West Palm Beach, FL 

Jeff and Tina Hill - Church Planters            
Norristown, PA 

Robby and Kim Pitt - Church Planters:         
Louisville, KY 



 

Just a note:  Bro. Howard was there, but 
managed to stay BEHIND the camera! 



 

Our newsletter is distributed by regular mail, or by email, 
which is considerably faster.  If you want it sent electronically 
but haven’t received it that way in the past, please confirm 
your email address in the office. 

Visit our website at www.ssbconline.org.   

The website has been updated and really improved.  Sign on 
to see all the changes.   

Find us on Facebook under “South Side Baptist Church”  
Like and Share our page to help your family and friends see 
what is going on here.   

Then, check out South Side’s YouTube channel! Just go to 
YouTube and do a search for ssbcfortsmith in the YouTube 
search engine. When our channel comes up, please sub-
scribe to it, then click on the icon that looks like a bell to have 
a notification sent to your email when we post a new sermon 
video. We will be putting videos of our morning preaching 
service on this channel.   

 

Sun. Pre-service Choir 9:00 a.m. 

 Morning Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 

 Morning Worship 10:50 a.m. 

 Choir practice (full) 5:00 p.m. 

 Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

Wed. Meal 5:00 p.m. 

 Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 

 Children’s activities 5:45 p.m. 

If you currently get your newsletter via US 
mail, and would like to receive it by e-mail, 
please let us know your correct e-mail    
address in the office.  It is considerably 
faster (usually by the 1st, instead of the 
next week), and you get to see the 
”prettier” copy.  If you want to continue   
getting the paper copy, or want to start  
getting it by mail, let us know that also.     
Thanks,   Paula 


