
 

What is the kingdom of God?  What does it mean to be a kingdom person?  These two questions should 

change the way we live.  They should reach into every single area of our lives, leaving nothing untouched, 

transforming even the most ordinary transactions of our day into opportunities charged with meaning and po-

tential.  In the kingdom of God, we find something far superior to personal fulfillment.  We find the heart of 

God.  We find the reason for being here on earth.  We read in Matthew 6:33 where Jesus is preaching the 

Sermon on the Mount.  He says these words, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 

and all these things will be provided for you.”  What does putting the kingdom first mean to you?  How 

does “His righteousness” clarify what you should seek?  As a kingdom citizen, if you seek God’s kingdom, 

what “things” will be provided?  The kingdom refers to the rule and reign of God—a ruler that has always ex-

isted, a reign that will exist forever.  Jesus spoke often of His kingdom in the future, when “many will come 

from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heav-

en.”  Yet He could also say, with equal accuracy, that “If I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the 

kingdom of God has come to you.”  This absolute control of God over all things will one day be visibly seen 

for the reality it is.  God rules us.  We are His.  He orchestrates events and directs human history, while 

somehow leaving intact our ability to make decisions and choose our own path.  We can walk into each day 

fully aware by faith that every person we see, every article we read, and every question we are asked are all 

coming our way by the intention of the King.  God’s kingdom is at work as we represent God, show His love to 

the world, and live in His will.  The kingdom of God can make big changes in your life.  Kingdom living could 

mean: relocation to another city or country; a job change, or some other major decision or even in your life; or 

a new way of thinking about how you will spend your free time.  Living as a kingdom person will open your 

eyes to the people in your routine.  Being aware of the veiled importance of all the moments of your day re-

veals them as kingdom moments.  You will gain an accurate sense of being involved in something that will 

outlast and outlive you.  Seeking the kingdom of God first and foremost will impact every area of your life.  

Much is at stake!  If you fail to grasp the meaning of the kingdom, (1) you will fail to  understand what is most 

important to your Lord, what was on the heart of God from before the creation of the world, (2) you will fail to 

see God’s kingdom activity all around you, (3)you will fail to enjoy the privilege of participating in supernatural 

work, (4) you will fail to employ the available power of the Holy Spirit, (5) you will miss the joy of knowing that 

you have pleased your Father, (6) you will miss the exhilarating freedom that comes from radical obedience, 

(7) you will miss the opportunity to experience God’s abundant provision and will continue to be plagued by 

worry, fear, and anxiety, and (8) you will miss God’s purpose for your life.  When I think about what kingdom 

living could mean for you, your family, and South Side Baptist Church, I am excited.  When I think about the 

impact it could bring to Fort Smith, I am hopeful.  When I think about the impact such faithful obedience to 

God’s Word could have on our world,    I am overwhelmed.  For the believer in Christ, living in the kingdom is 

the only reality!             

   Until next time…Keep Looking Up, Bro. Howard! 

July 2019   



 

SERMON  July 7 July 14 July 21 July 28 

Morning Service 

“iTruth” Series 

Bob Garrett “iTruth : iPraise” 

Luke 4:7-8 

“iTruth: iForgive” 

Matthew 18:21-35 

“iTruth : iCan...iWill” 

2 Peter 1:3-4 

Evening Service 

Hebrews Series 

Bob Garrett Hebrews 10:19-39 Faith: The Greatest 

Power in the World 

(pt 1) Heb. 11:1-3 

Faith: The Greatest 

Power in the World 

(pt 2) Heb 11:4-40 

Join us on Wednesday evenings through the remainder of the summer as we look at the study, 

“EKG—Empowering Kingdom Growth.” 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 

No Mid-week activities 

4.   Office closed 5 

Office closed 

6 

7 

Bro. Bob Garrett leading 

services 

8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 

Deacon’s meeting 8:30 

15 16 17                       6:00 pm 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

Thank you to all those who helped prepare, take 

lunch, and serve our World Changers group!  

You all did awesome!  Thank you for your serv-

ant hearts!   -  Bro. Howard 

5th Steven Taylor 

12th Carol O’Neal 

14th Pete Galvan 

22nd  Robin Tinkler 

29th Ashton Litchford

 Brian Sweeten 

Thank you to everyone who went to Hope Cam-

pus on Sunday evening, June 30th to prepare 

and serve dinner.  If you have not gone with us 

yet, there will be other opportunities through 

this year.  I would encourage you to go and help 

out some time!  I am thankful that we have Hope 

Campus in Fort Smith !!  -  Bro. Howard 

“Thank you for all the help and support for all these 

years!  (and the check, lol)”    —  Steven Taylor 

I would like to take this time to thank 

everyone who helped during Vaca-

tion Bible School.  It was great to 

see so many youth helping out this 

year!  We had an awesome week, 

with many new faces.  In fact,       

approximately 98% of our children 

were non-South Side Baptist        

children.  To God be the glory!!  - 

        Bro. Howard 

Thank you to the men who have been working in the 

sanctuary the past weeks!  Water damage around the 

stained-glass windows has been repaired and the bot-

tom portion of the wall on the west side has been re-

moved!  We are really looking forward to the comple-

tion of this project and can’t wait to see how great the 

sanctuary will look when it is finished!   

 God is good !!        Bro. Howard 



 

What is the difference between Reputation & Character? 

Reputation is what you are supposed to be;                        

Character is what you are. 

Reputation is the photograph;  Character is the face. 

Reputation is made in a moment;                                       

Character is built in a lifetime. 

Reputation grows like a mushroom;                                               

Character grows like the oak. 

Reputation is what you have when you come to             

a new community; Character is what you have         
when you go away. 

Reputation is what men say about you on your tomb-

stone;  Character is what angels say about you before 
the throne of God. 

Volunteers in Service 

Do you love children?  Do you want to invest in 

the lives of children?  If so, we have a ministry for 

you!  We are needing volunteer nursery workers 

for Sunday morning Sunday school and worship 

times!  There is a sign-up sheet by the church   

office. If you have any questions, please contact 

Janice Martin for more information. 

Attendance Giving 

Date Sunday 

School 

Morning 

Worship 

Budget   

Gifts 

Design. 

Gifts 

6-2 41 44 $4029 $205 

6-9 46 48 $5686 $604 

6-16 42 54 $1684 $93 

6-23 43 49 $1892 $0 

6-30 31 38 $1451 $4 

Annual Budget $201,612 

Yr/Date Needed $50,414 

Yr/Date Receipts $51,971 

+ (-) Budget $1557 

Needed Weekly $3878 

Weekly Avg.  $3998 

Date Morning prayer 

7-7 Mike Bell 

7-4 David Goodson 

7-21 Mike Hicks 

7-28 Scott Taylor 

2019/2020 Budget 

We need volunteers to mow and trim the yard 

about every two weeks.  We understand that not 

everyone is able to do the yardwork, but most still 

want to help.  We have a couple of people who 

can be hired if you need to do so.  If you can help 

by either   mowing, or hiring someone to mow for 

you, please sign up as soon as possible so we 

can know it is covered.  Thank you for your      

willingness to make our church look “loved”. 

My dream is of a place and a time where America 

will once again be seen as the last best hope of 

earth.—Abraham Lincoln 

If we ever forget that we are a One Nation Under 

God, then we will be a nation gone under.— 

Ronald Reagan 

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or 

ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, 

meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any 

foe to assure the survival and the success of liberty.- 
John F. Kennedy 

Patriotism is supporting your country all the time, 

and your government when it deserves it.  -      

Mark Twain 

Our national motto is “In God We Trust,”              

reminding us that faith in our Creator is the 

most  important American value of all.  -  

Marco Rubio 

Dear South Side Baptist Church, 

     Thank you so much for giving time, energy, and 

funds to feed the World Changers this past week.  

We appreciate your sacrifices to spread the gospel 

and to make His name known.  We truly believe that 

without your help, this week would NOT be possible.!  

We know that God will richly reward you all for the 

dedication and willingness to give to those who are 

being like Jesus.  May we give thanks in All things!    

 Faith, Hope & Love, 

Fisher, Bob, Lacie, Isaac, Lauryn, Joshua, Sherri,  

Dara, Kevin and Josh 



 

Our newsletter is distributed by regular mail, or by email, 

which is considerably faster.  If you want it sent electronically 

but haven’t received it that way in the past, please confirm 

your email address in the office. 

Visit our website at www.ssbconline.org.   

The website has been updated and really improved.  Sign on 

to see all the changes.   

Find us on Facebook under “South Side Baptist Church”  

Like and Share our page to help your family and friends see 

what is going on here.   

Then, check out South Side’s YouTube channel! Just go to 

YouTube and do a search for ssbcfortsmith in the YouTube 
search engine. When our channel comes up, please sub-

scribe to it, then click on the icon that looks like a bell to have 

a notification sent to your email when we post a new sermon 

video. We will be putting videos of our morning preaching 

service on this channel.   

 

Midweek meals will resume September 4th 

Sun. Pre-service Choir 9:00 a.m. 

 Morning Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 

 Morning Worship 10:50 a.m. 

 Choir practice (full) 5:00 p.m. 

 Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

Wed. Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 

 Children’s activities 5:45 p.m. 


