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If you can recall, on January 12, 2010, a major earthquake hit Haiti.  Approximately 200,000 lost 
their lives that day.  It was a very devastating event.  There are more than 580,000 homeless on a 
single night in the United States.  There is another number that is staggering.  That number is 
62,000,000.  That is the number of abortions since January 1973 when the Supreme Court of the 
United States made the decision to make abortion legal, placing our official stamp of approval as a 
nation upon the death of the innocent.  Richard Land, the former Ethics and Religious Liberties 
Council leader in the Southern Baptist Convention made this statement, “The most dangerous place 
to be today is in the belly of a mother and it should not be so.”  The word of the Lord came to Jere-
miah in Jeremiah 1:5 and said, “I chose you before I formed you in the womb; I set you apart 
before you were born.  I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”  We are talking about babies 
with souls since the moment of conception—but more than that, babies that have developed physi-
cally, with beating hearts, digesting stomachs, open eyes, hearing ears—babies which since the   
advent of ultrasounds have been recoiling in pain, desperately trying to escape their killers. We as 
believers are to be speaking out for those who cannot speak out for themselves.  We read in     
Proverbs 31:8-9, “Speak up for those who have no voice, for the justice of all who are dispos-
sessed.  Speak up, judge righteously, and defend the cause of the oppressed and needy.”  
We also read in Proverbs 6:17 that God hates, “hands that shed innocent blood.”  Abel’s blood 
cried out to God when Cain killed him.  The blood of the Christian martyr cries out to God.  The     
victim in an abortion ranks as the most innocent victim ever sentenced to death.  Who will cry out for 
them?  As you get up each morning and go about your day, about 4,000 innocent people will be  
submitted to capital punishment, although they have no trial before they are executed.  They have 
no attorney and will not be granted the basic rights of even a prisoner in a prison.  Not only will they 
be treated inhumanely, not only will they not be afforded the basic anesthetics used by every veteri-
narian in the world, they will die a torturous death, ripped apart by forceps and injected with toxins—
4,000 per day.  It is time the people of God rise up with some righteous indignation.  Violence is not 
the solution, but we have the opposite problem which is apathy and natural forgetfulness.  But God 
hasn’t forgotten.  Francis Schaeffer, a 20th Century theologian, warned us in the 1970’s that abortion 
was the beginning of a slippery slope of denigration of human life that would eventually lead to     
euthanasia and such things as physician-assisted suicides.  A culture that devalues life, which start-
ed with the legalization of abortion, it will devalue all life-the aged, the disabled, the ill, the imperfect-
and when this happens we become lax about life in general.  Life is sacred—because God made it.   
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Life is sacred—no matter what its condition might be.  Life is sacred—because of its eternal nature.  I would 

like to encourage you to pray for our nation.  Pray for those that are elected as our representatives to vote 
and speak out for the unborn.  Pray that Roe v. Wade will be overturned and abortion will become illegal.  
Pray that our church will stand for the unborn and will not waver in our proclamation of truth concerning life.  
And pray for God to have mercy on America.  We have sinned greatly against Him, and we are experiencing 
the repercussion of our sin.  I am not putting down those that have had or are considering in having an abor-
tion.  My prayer is that many will see that life, every life, is sacred because it is a gift from God!    
     Until next time…Keep Looking Up, Bro. Howard 

Prayer list for NAMB missionaries           

Jan 2 - Frederico and Damaris Castro,      
  Church Planter - Long Beach, NJ 

Jan 9 - Timothy and Sharon Wheeless,   
  Church Planter - Castle Rock, CO 

Jan 16  - Dustin and Erica Lee,    
  Church Planter -  Atlanta, GA 

Jan 23: - Joseph and Pristin Gibbons,   
  Church Planter - Las Vegas, NV 

Jan 30 -   Craig and Maggie Coppenbarger,   
  Church Planter - Knob Noster, MO 

 

Prayer for These People Groups that IMB         
Missionaries are Reaching Out To: 

Jan 2 -    Central Hongshuihe Zhuang of China 

Jan 9 -    Khmer Krom of Vietnam 

Jan 16 -  Jain (Hindi) of India 

Jan 23 -  Gurani/Hawrami Kurds of Iran 

Jan 30 -  Nubians of Sudan 

 

Thanks for a Job Well Done! 

Thank you to Sherry and the choir for blessing us as 
they shared with us, “Noel, Christ Is Born” on Sun-
day Dec. 19 and Friday Dec.  24.  You all did an 
awesome job!  Also, thank you to those that work 
behind the scenes running our sound and Power-
Point.  Thank you for using your talents and gifts as 
you help make our worship services better. Make 
sure you let all these know that you appreciate their 
service to our Lord as they serve at South Side! 

Food Pantry 

The pantry is open on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of 
each month.   If you know of someone who needs 
help with food, have them call to make an appoint-
ment on the Monday or Tuesday   before distribu-
tion.  This month the pantry will be open on Jan 6th 
and 20th. 

Lottie Moon 
Christmas 
Offering 

 

Thank you everyone for your generous offering to 
our Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.  Our church 
goal was $1246. Total gifts to the LMCO was 
$6300. You all did great! 

Hope Campus 

Thank you to everyone who donated socks to our 
“Socks of Hope” during the month of December for 
the residents of Hope Campus as our local Christ-
mas ministry.  They were really excited to receive 
them and looked forward to handing them out to the 
residents.   You gave a total of 323 pairs of socks!   
You all Rock! 

Our next opportunity to volunteer at Hope Campus 
will be Sunday, January 30th.  We will prepare and 
serve the evening meal from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm.  
There will be a sign-up sheet outside the office early 
in January. Thank you to everyone who has faithful-
ly served the past few years!  You all do a great 
job!!! 

Ballman Elementary Outreach 

Thank you to everyone who gave financially in sup-
port of our Outreach ministry to the faculty & staff at 
Ballman Elementary School.  Beginning in February 
we would like for Sunday School classes, individu-
als, or families sign up to supply the goodies during 
the months of February, March and April.  Please 
be on the outlook for a sign-up sheet in the next few 
days.  Thank you everyone for your willingness to 
serve in this ministry opportunity! 

End of Year Reminder   

We plan to have your contribution statements for 
2021 ready no later than 1/15.  In  order for a gift 
to be included for 2021, it must be received or 
postmarked no later than 12/31/21.  Once you 
receive your statement, if you believe there is an 
error, please call the office as soon as possible so 
year-end reports can be completed.  Thank you! 



 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

 

   (* birthdays) 

   

 

 The office will 
be closed on 
12/31 for New 
Year’s. 

1 

Is there anyone 
I need to     
forgive? 

2   Kenneth Poague 
in service 

Is there anyone who 
would not be 

pleased to see me? 

3 4 

Am I given to 
fault-finding? 

5 

 

 

Chicken Spaghetti 

6 Food Pantry 

Am I ever im-
patient in the 
routine of my 

duties? 

7 8 

Am I regarded 
by others as 

being reliable? 

9 10 

If I once give 
my word, is it 

my bond? 

11 12  Business Meeting 

Am I going the second 
mile in my duties, in 
service and in love? 

Pinto Beans 

13 

 

14              
*Jimmy Jones 

Do I make 
good use of 
leisure time? 

15 

16 

Do I love to be alone 
with God and do I 

practice this? 

17 18 

Do I waste 
time?  My own 

or others? 

19 

 

 

Taco Salad / Chef Salad 

20  

Food Pantry 

What am I like 
at home? 

21 22 

Am I faithful to 
Bible study 

and to prayer? 

23 24  Am I doing 
anything that  

I would      
condemn in 

others? 

25 

*Mick Galvan 

26 

Is there anything in my 
life that I would not be 

willing to give up? 

Chicken Casserole 

27 28 

Am I sympa-
thetic?  Do I 
hurt when 

others hurt? 

29 

30   *Cindy Gilmore 

Am I faithful to the 
services of my 

church? 

31   * Ronnie          
.        Barholm        
Ann Raymond 

     

Date Budget   
Gifts 

Design. 
Gifts 

12-5 $4964 $300 

12-12 $2205 $1432 

12-19 $2815 $1154 

12-26 $1205 $5040 

Annual Budget $196,130 

Yr./Date Needed $147,108 

Yr./Date Receipts $107,484 

+ (-) Budget ($39,624) 

Needed Weekly $3772 

Weekly Avg.  $2751   

Date Sermon 

1-2 Pulpit Supply:  Kenneth Poague 

1-9 The Whole Armor of God: Prayer for Spiritual Mobilization - Ephesians 6:18 

1-16 The Next Generation - 1 Corinthians 3:9-15 

1-23 What If? - 1 Corinthians 3:10 

1-30 Committed to Christ and His Church:  Are You a Child of God? - Romans 8:12-17 

 Wednesday evenings we will be continuing our study of Galatians 

We would like to thank everyone for your generosity 

and words of encouragement to us during the month 

of December.  You all sure are a blessing to us! 

  Bro. Howard and Sherry 

Memorials so far this year have been made in the names of Debbie Balser, Gene Boone, Jerry 
Laffoon, Earl Lininger, Ina Lee Raymond, Tom Raymond, Dawn and Colin Woodrow, Gavin G., 
Mrs. Amy E. and Joan Warburton, Garland Stipe, Jr. and Stella Bruner. Many of these have 
had multiple dedications.   

Honorariums are in the names of Robin Tinkler, Jimmy and Pat Jones, Howard and Sherry 
Huddle, BJ and Paula Phifer, Jo’an and Jonathan Short, Ken Overbey, Mell and Tammy Moss. 

A NEW YEAR’S INVENTORY  



 

Visit our website at www.ssbconline.org.   

The website has been updated and really improved.  Sign on 
to see all the changes.   

Find us on Facebook under “South Side Baptist Church”  
Like and Share our page to help your family and friends see 
what is going on here.   

Then, check out South Side’s YouTube channel! Just go to 
YouTube and do a search for ssbcfortsmith in the YouTube 
search engine. When our channel comes up, please sub-
scribe to it, then click on the icon that looks like a bell to have 
a notification sent to your email when we post a new sermon 
video. We will be putting videos of our morning preaching 
service on this channel.   

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING MENU 

January 5 

Chicken Spaghetti, Salad, Garlic Bread, Cake   

January 12 

Pinto Beans, Oven-fried Potatoes, Cornbread, Pudding 

January 19 

Taco Salad / Chef Salad, Jell-O with Fruit 

January 26 

Chicken Casserole, Green Beans, Bread, Cake 

Sun. Pre-service Choir 9:00 a.m. 

 Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

 Morning Worship 10:50 a.m. 

Wed. Meal 5:00 p.m. 

 Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 


