
 

To be honest, most of us want to eliminate stress rather than mature as a result of it.  Americans, in particular, want to have a life of 

ease and to be free of distractions and stress of any variety.  Distress comes in a variety of packages: unfulfilled expectations and 

shattered dreams; broken relationships; disobedience toward God; secret thoughts which are impure; insincerity; personal ridicule; 

or financial pressure.  The Apostle Paul was advanced in years as he wrote the words in 2 Timothy 4.  He wrote from a lonely cell in 

Rome.  The Roman Emperor Nero was on a warpath to destroy any and all opposition to his rule.  Historians informs us that Nero was 

known to have been culpable in the burning of Rome yet blamed Christians for the tragedy.  From Paul we learn that Jesus is the One 

who truly deepens our character as we learn from our distresses.  He is the One who causes us to flourish when circumstances seem 

to dictate otherwise.  The goal of our distressing experiences should be to resist the temptation to whine and complain but rather to 

look for the light at the end of our distress.  An appropriate question to ask is, “God, what are you attempting to say to me?”  In the 

letter to Timothy, Paul is delivering a stirring treatise to young Timothy concerning the demands and expectations of ministry, the 

difficult nature of the last days, and a warning concerning those who are and will be apostate in their beliefs.  Personal in nature, the 

reader can sense the distress in Paul as he writes these closing thoughts which serve as lessons to us.  In 2 Timothy 4:3-18, the apos-

tle Paul teaches us three things concerning distress.  (1) Distress provides an opportunity to model a life of faith (3-8).  Perhaps 

trembling with fatigue and age when writing these words, Paul showed emotion as perhaps never before as he sought to encourage 

Timothy and yet make some personal requests as well.  Paul testified in verses 6-7 that he had “fought the good fight, and finished 

the race,” a vivid illustration of faith that endures.  He warned in verses 3-4 that there would always be those who were involved 

with the gospel for personal benefit and for the fulfillment of their own egotistical desires.  On the contrary, Timothy was to behave 

in a “sober” or “clear headed way” and work for the cause of Christ.  (2) Distress reveals the true quality of our hearts (9-16).  Paul’s 

legacy is one of strength, consistency, and faithfulness.  In these words, Paul turns to an intensively personal revelation as he shares 

the pains of his heart as well as the joys.  Distress deepens our character, yet we often lose the benefit due to our inability to see the 

hand of God in the middle of the dilemma.  (3) Distress reconfirms God’s vision for our lives (17-18).  In the midst of these last words 

of this missionary statesman, Paul testifies for Timothy’s benefit that the distress was yet another opportunity for God to 

“strengthen” him so that the gospel might be full proclaimed and that the Gentiles might know Jesus as well.  His distress, Paul as-

serts, was merely another evangelistic tool to be utilized for the benefit of the kingdom.  Even in distress, God is at our “side”, Paul 

reminds us, a comforting thought!  No matter what situation you find yourself in at this every moment, just remember you being giv-

en an opportunity to model a life of faith, show how true your heart is, and seeing God’s vision for your life.     

 Never give up…never…never…give up!    Until next time…        Keep Looking Up, Bro. Howard 
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Join us on Wednesday evenings as we go through the book of Amos.  Hope to see you all here! 



 

Ballman Elementary Ministry 

The Discussion Class and the Phifer 
family will be providing the “Goodies 
for Ballman” for this month.  Please 
have your items to SSBC by 
Wednesday night, January 8th, so 
Bro. Howard can deliver them the 
morning of the 9th.  Thank you very 
much for being a part of this ministry 
where we are building relationships, 
sharing the Gospel, and sharing 
goodies!  Ballman faculty and staff 
are so appreciative of this ministry. 
Remember to pray for our Ballman 
Elementary School staff and         
students. 
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When you throw out the 

Christmas tree, be careful 

not to throw out the  

Christmas Spirit with it. 

   2 

Act as if what 

you do makes a 

difference….it 

does. 

3 

 

4 

Enjoy your life 

without compar-

ing it to another. 

5 

Ulcers are what you get 

from mountain climbing 

over mole hills. 

6 

 

7 

Smiles never 

go up in price 

or down in 

value. 

8 

 

Lasagna, Salad, Garlic 

Bread, Strawberry 

9 

Goodies for 

Ballman 

10 

The most im-

portant things in 

life are not 

“things”. 

11 

 

12 Deacon’s Meeting  

         @  8:30 am 

13 

A family altar 

can alter a 

family. 

14 

 

15  Business Mtg, 6 pm  

Beans, Cornbread,  

Fried Potatoes,        

Cobbler                  

16 

Words may lie, 

but actions tell 

the truth. 

17 

 

18 

A lot of kneeling 

keeps you in 

good standing. 

19     Lord’s Supper in 

Morning Service 

 

 

 

 

20 

21 

“The time is 

always right 

to do right” 

22 

 

Chicken Spaghetti, 

Green Beans, Garlic 

Bread,  Oatmeal Cake 

23 

 

24 

“Faith is taking 

the first step 

even when you 

cannot see the 

whole staircase.” 

25 

 

26 

“Life’s most persistent and 

urgent question is “What 

are you doing for others?” 

27 

Nothing ruins 

the truth like 

stretching it. 

28 

 

29 

Chili, Frito Chili Pie, 

Hot Dogs, Chips, 

Brownies 

30 

You’re never 

too old to need 

your mom. 

31 
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Attendance Giving 

Date Sunday 
School 

Morning 
Worship 

Budget   
Gifts 

Design. 
Gifts 

12-1 42 43 $5153 $1253 

12-8 42 43 $2755 $364 

12-15 42 45 $2578 $1235 

12-22 42 57 $4533 $7255 

12-29 36 44 $3049 $215 

Annual Budget $201,612 

Yr/Date Needed $151,242 

Yr/Date Receipts $137,253 

+ (-) Budget ($13.989) 

Needed Weekly $3878 

Weekly Avg.  $3519 

13th Missa Mitch 

14th Jimmy Jones 

30th Cindy Gilmore 

31st Anna Raymond
 Ronnie Barholm 

Date Morning prayer 

1-5 David Goodson 

1-12 Mike Hicks 

12-19 Scott Taylor 

12-26 BJ Phifer 2
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Thank you to everyone who has 
gone and served this past year at 
Hope Campus.  They do appreci-
ate it very much!   The dates of 
service for 2020 are:  (next oppor-
tunity) March 29, May 31, August 
30 and November 29.  Put these 
dates on your calendar, then 
watch for the sign-up sheet to be 
outside the   office the beginning 
of each of these months.  Those 
who volunteer need to be at Hope 
Campus by 4:00 to help prepare 
the food before serving at 6:00. 
We are usually done by 7:00 p.m. 



 

Thank you to everyone who gave financially to pur-
chase the $25 Walmart gift cards for our Ballman 
Elementary Faculty and staff.  Your generosity was 
greatly appreciated by everyone of them.  I received 
this text message from Mrs. Griffin, Ballman principal, 
after delivering the gift cards.  “You have brought us 
to tears with your kindness!!  Our staff is truly touched 
and is so appreciative.  Thank you for praying for us!  
Merry Christmas”  Thank you South Side Baptist 
Church!   -  Bro. Howard 

(There are a couple of cards that were also sent to 
the church on the bulletin board.  Their expressions 
of gratitude will warm your heart!) 

Making Christmas “Glorious”! 

What can we say but, “Glory to God” and 
“Awesome” after hearing our choir present to us 
the musical “Glorious Song, Marvelous Light” on 
Sunday morning, December 22nd, and Tuesday 
evening during the Christmas Eve Service.  
Thank you to the choir and Sherry, as their lead-
er, for allowing God to use you to bless us!  Keep 
up the good work! 

 

What a joyous night it was as we went Christmas 
caroling on Sunday, December 22nd.  We were 
only able to go to two different members, but 
what a joy it was to see them and, not only sing 
to them, but listen as they joined in with us.  Joan 
Warburton commented, “This is my Christmas!”  
Thank you everyone who participated and to 
Scott for using his musical talent in playing his 
guitar for us!  You all did awesome! 

We would like to thank everyone for your generosi-
ty toward us this Christmas season.  We thank you 
for your cards, monetary gifts, pie, candy and gift 
cards.  You all really were a blessing to us!  Thank 
you!!!   Bro. Howard and Sherry 

**** 

Once again, my SSBC family has shown me 
how blessed I am to be a member, and an em-
ployee, here.  Thank you to everyone for your 
cards and gifts, and especially for your sweet 
words that truly blessed my heart.  Thanks to 
many of you, we were able to share Christmas 
with our family also. I do not know why but God 
sure loves me. He shows daily me through all 
of you!  Thank you again.    Paula  

**** 

Thank you to everyone for the Christmas cards 
and gifts this month.  It is so thoughtful for you to 
remember me, and I am very grateful.   
   Melissa Taylor 

New Year’s Goals 

Live beneath your means. Return everything 
you borrow.  Stop blaming other people.    
Admit it when you make a mistake.  Give 
clothes not worn to charity.  Do something 
nice and try not to get caught.  Listen more; 
talk less.  Every day take a 30-minute walk. 
Strive for excellence, not perfection.  Be on 
time.  Don’t make excuses.  Don’t argue   Get 
(more) organized.  Be kind to people.  Let 
someone cut ahead of you in line.  Take time 
to be alone.  Cultivate good manners.  Be 
humble.  Realize and accept that life isn’t fair. 
Know when to keep your mouth shut.  Go an 
entire day without criticizing anyone. Learn 
from the past.     Plan for the future.  Live in 
the present.  Don’t sweat the small stuff.    
Remember: it’s all small stuff. 

How many can you check off? 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 

During the month of December, we were given the 
opportunity to give to our SBC International Missions 
Board by giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing.  100% of the monies given through this annual 
missions offering goes to the missionaries serving on 
the field. Our church goal was $1756.00.  The total 
amount given was $6775.  Thank you everyone for 
your generous giving to this offering. 

If you currently get your newsletter via US mail, 
and would like to receive it by E-mail, please let 
us know your correct email address in the office.  
It is considerably faster (usually by the 1st, in-
stead of the next week), and you get to see the 
”prettier” copy.  If you want to continue getting the 
paper copy, or want to start getting it by mail, let 
us know that also.     Thanks,   Paula 



 

Our newsletter is distributed by regular mail, or by email, 
which is considerably faster.  If you want it sent electronically 
but haven’t received it that way in the past, please confirm 
your email address in the office. 

Visit our website at www.ssbconline.org.   

The website has been updated and really improved.  Sign on 
to see all the changes.   

Find us on Facebook under “South Side Baptist Church”  
Like and Share our page to help your family and friends see 
what is going on here.   

Then, check out South Side’s YouTube channel! Just go to 
YouTube and do a search for ssbcfortsmith in the YouTube 
search engine. When our channel comes up, please sub-
scribe to it, then click on the icon that looks like a bell to have 
a notification sent to your email when we post a new sermon 
video. We will be putting videos of our morning preaching 
service on this channel.   

 

I’M BACK!!!!!! 

WEDNESDAY EVENING MENU 

January 8 

Lasagna, Salad, Garlic Bread, Strawberry Cake 

January 15 

Beans, Oven-fried Potatoes,                                                         
Cornbread, Blackberry Cobbler 

January 22 

Chicken Spaghetti, Green Beans,  Bread, Oatmeal Cake 

January 29 

Chili / Frito Chili Pie / Chili Dogs,  Chips,   Brownies 

Sun. Pre-service Choir 9:00 a.m. 

 Morning Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 

 Morning Worship 10:50 a.m. 

 Choir practice (full) 5:00 p.m. 

 Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

Wed. Meal 5:00 p.m. 

 Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 

 Children’s activities 5:45 p.m. 


