
 

December 2020 

“Who can add to Christmas? 

The Perfect Motive is that God so loved the World. 

The Perfect Gift is that He gave His only Son. 

The Only Requirement is to Believe in Him. 

The Reward of Faith is that you shall have Everlasting Life.” 

Corrie Ten Boom 

May your Christmas be truly blessed,  

and the coming year be filled with joy and love! 



 

1st Choice Pregnancy Medical Center 

This ministry has been rooted in the River 
Valley since 1990.  The first baby that was 
saved in 1990 is now 30 years old.  They have 
administered 284 STD tests since 2017; 
19,994 client visits include PTA    visits; +191 
life decisions after considering abortion; 
46,847 volunteer hours; 485 salvations; 124 
rededications; 1,554 ultrasounds since 2014.  
What a persons     giving can do: $140 pro-
vides Abortion Pill Reversal for 1 client; $186 
provides Ultrasound for 1 client; $10,000 co-
vers social media management and ads; 
$1,194 monthly covers mortgage payment; 
and $61,918.81 pays mortgage in full so 
monthly funding can meet other needs. 

If you currently get your newsletter via US 
mail, and would like to receive it by email, 
please let us know your correct email address 
in the office.  It is considerably faster (usually 
by the 1st, instead of the following week).  If 
you want to continue getting the paper copy, 
or need to start getting it by mail, let us know 
that also.   Thanks,   Paula 

Our volunteer craftmen have been able to finish the 
wood work on the west side of the sanctuary and the 
installation of the final 1/4 of the carpet was begun 
Monday, November 30th.  Doesn’t it look great!   Our 
thanks go out to the men and woman who worked so 
faithfully to give us a beautiful sanctuary!  We post-
poned the Christmas decorating until December 6th 
so it can all be done at once!   Plan now to join us 
that Sunday afternoon to get to decorate fully for the 
first time in several years!      
 It is so exciting! 

We will be decorating the sanctuary with the 
Teddy Bears again this year.  If you would like 
to make a donation in memory or honor of 
someone, the bears will be $7 each.  All of the 
first responders who use these bears have 
requested the smaller bears.  This enables 
them to carry more of them in their vehicles.   

We will not be able to have our usual evening 
Christmas Eve Service this year, so the list of 
the names will be given in the January news-
letter.  However, letters will be send out to the 
persons you wish to honor, or to family mem-
bers of those being memorialized.  Be sure to 
give us the address to which we should send 
the letters. 

The donation forms will be outside the office.  
Be sure to fill it out and put it with your dona-
tion.  Thank you! 



 

IMB: LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

“After this I looked, and there was a vast multitude from every nation, tribe, people, and, 
which    no one could number, standing before the throne and before the Lamb.  They 
were robed in white with palm branches in their hands.  And they cried out in a loud 
voice: Salvation belongs to our God, who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 

Lottie Moon—the namesake of Southern Baptists’ international missions offering—has become 
a legend. 

 1840:  Born in Albemarle County, VA 
 1858:  Dedicated her life to Christ 
 1861:  Became one of the first women in the South to receive a master’s degree 
 1873:  Lottie set sail for China 
 1912:  Lottie died on the mission field 
 1918:  Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU) named the annual Christmas offering after Lottie 

Moon 

Lottie Moon stated on September 15, 1887, “Why should we not do something that will prove 
that we are really in earnest in claiming to be followers of Him who, though He was rich, for our 
sake became poor?” 

For 175 years our gospel witness has gone forward without interruption. 

 47,530 churches cooperating with the Southern Baptist Convention 
 14,525,579 total membership reported in the SBC network of churches 
 If 25% of Southern Baptists gave $100 to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, we could raise 

nearly $400 Million 
 Your generosity sends and sustains 3,585 IMB Missionaries Worldwide as of June 30, 2020 
 Your generosity takes the gospel to the unreached.  There were 89,325 new believers World-

wide in 2019 
 Your generosity trains nationals to multiply disciples.  There were 18,598 Pastors trained 

Worldwide in 2019 
 Your generosity meets tangible needs.  There were 12,368 new churches started Worldwide 

in 2019 

Your prayers and gifts this season are bringing the hope of the Gospel to a world in need.  
Thank you for being a part of this ministry for Christ. 

 

The National SBC Goal for 2020 is: $175 million 

South Side Baptist Goal for 2020 is:  $1634 

Offering envelopes were in our September 29th bulletins.  If you need an envelope you 
can request one from the church office, or you can use a regular offering envelope and 
write Lottie Moon on the outside.  One hundred percent of this offering goes to support 
our Southern Baptist Missionaries on the foreign mission field. 

We will have a short video each Sunday morning through the month of December show-
casing the work of our missionaries 

On Sunday, December 13, Tyler and Jenna Morehart who serve through the IMB will be 
with us during our morning worship service.  Tyler is Ben and Lorena Jordan’s grand-
son 

Please be praying for the amount that God would have you to give to our missionaries 



 

Date  

December 6 The Church Today:  “Deacons - Servants of the Church”    Acts 6:1-7 

December 13 Tyler and Jenna Morehart—SBC IMB Missionaries 

December 20 “The Greatest Gift of All”   John 3:15-21 

December 27 “When Your Fire Goes Out”   2 Timothy 1:1-4 

 Wednesday nights we are going through the Psalms 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 

Christmas is 

doing a little 

something 

extra for 

someone 

2 

 

Hamburgers, French 

Fries, Baked Beans, 

Pineapple USD Cake 

3 4 5 

Christmas is not a 

date.  It is a state 

of mind. 

    

   6 

Decorate church   

for the holidays in 

the afternoon 

7  

Love Christmas, 

not because of 

the presents or 

decorations, but 

the warmth of 

the season 

8 9 

 

 

Fish, Mac-n-Cheese, 

Coleslaw, Apple Crisp 

10 

Christmas is, of 

course, the 

time to be 

home - in heart 

as well as body. 

11 12 

Christmas is a 

piece of your 

home that you 

carry in your 

heart. 

13 

Tyler and Jenna  

Morehart, SBC IMB 

Missionaries 

14 15 

Christmas is 

not a season, 

it’s a feeling. 

16 

 

Chicken, Green Beans 

Mashed Potatoes, 

German Choc. Cake 

17 18 19 

Christmas is not 

as much about 

opening presents 

as opening our 

hearts. 

20 

 

21 

Christmas is the 

day that holds all 

time together. 

22 23 

No Evening Services 

 

24 25 26 

 

27 

No Sunday School 

Morning Worship 
Only 

28 29 30 

No Evening Services 

31   Tomorrow is 

the first blank 

page of a 365 

page book.  Write 

a good one. 

  

Date Budget   
Gifts 

Design. 
Gifts 

11-1 $4948 $65 

11-8 $3348 $183 

11-15 $2498 $375 

11-22 $2847 $363 

11-29 $2498 $50 

Annual Budget $201,612 

Yr./Date Needed $135,730 

Yr./Date Receipts $109,616  

+ (-) Budget ($ 26,114) 

Needed Weekly $3878 

Weekly Avg.  $3132 

2020/2021 Budget 

On Wednesday evenings we are going through the Psalms 

4th Donna Sweeten 15th Janice Martin 

7th Mary Laffoon 16th B.J. Phifer 

12th Loretta Lininger 29th Phillip Taylor 

13th Nancy Sickmann 31st Shelley Sikes 



 

Please Pray for our NAMB Missionaries 

12/6 Ian and Natalie Underhile-Chaplain in the US 

 Navy stationed in Honolulu, HI 

12/13 Kevin and Jenn Lott-Church Planter of East

 Bridge Church, Portland, OR 

12/20 Chaomin “Jimmy” and Li “Lydia” Lu-Church 

 Planter of Toronto Grace Missional Church

     in Markham, ON 

12/27 Kevin an Julie Cody-Church Planter of H2O

 Church of Bloomington in Bloomington, IN 

So Many to Thank!    

Our members are so very generous with their 
time and their financial gifts! 

 

   To everyone who gave food items, money, and 
their time and “muscle” for the Thanksgiving Box 
Giveaway, we owe you MANY thanks.  Some 
showed up Sunday afternoon and packed up the 
food for the 31 families we served.  Then most of 
you returned again the next morning to set up, 
and stayed to load the boxes into the cars.  You 
were amazing.  Those 31 boxes and bags fed 98 
individuals last week.  The people were very 
grateful, with one woman actually calling back on 
Friday to thank us again.  She said their family 
had thought they would have no Thanksgiving 
meal this year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Your gifts to the Arkansas Baptist Children’s 
Home and Family Ministries totaled $418 in sup-
port of this ministry.   

    Thank you also to everyone who has promised 
to supply turkeys or ham in support of our Foster 
Care Family Ministries Christmas Food Baskets.  
Your generosity has been astounding! 

    If you are supplying any turkeys and hams, 
please have them at South Side by Sunday, 
December 13th, so they can be delivered to 
Connected offices that week for the Foster 
Care Family Christmas Food Baskets.  

Goodies for Ballman Elementary! 

South Side will be supplying Ballman Elementary 
with goodies for their teacher’s lounge on Thurs-
day, December 10th.  Through the fall semester 
we are purchasing individually wrapped items and 
delivering them to the school on the second 
Thursday.  We are hoping we can start back to 
our normal way of supplying them with goodies in 
January 2021.  So, we would like for the Sunday 
School   classes to get ready to sign-up for the 
spring semester of giving our treats to the Ball-
man teachers and staff!   

South Side will be serving 
dinner at Hope Campus on 
Sunday, January 31st.   We 
meet at the campus at 4:00 

to prepare and cook the evening meal and are 
usually finished serving by 7:00. If you would 
like to help us, please sign your name on the 
sheet on the table by the church office in Janu-
ary. Thank you to everyone who has served and 
continues to serve in this ministry! 

Hope Campus       
11/29. There were 
two others there 
from Southside 
High School as 

well! 

There is an updated address 
list for you to use with Christ-
mas cards this year.  Check in 
the office for your copy!  Don’t 
forget to use our mail box in the 
lobby for those who attend our 

weekly services.  Save a stamp! 



 

Visit our website at www.ssbconline.org.   

The website has been updated and really improved.  Sign on 
to see all the changes.   

Find us on Facebook under “South Side Baptist Church”  
Like and Share our page to help your family and friends see 
what is going on here.   

Then, check out South Side’s YouTube channel! Just go to 
YouTube and do a search for ssbcfortsmith in the YouTube 
search engine. When our channel comes up, please sub-
scribe to it, then click on the icon that looks like a bell to have 
a notification sent to your email when we post a new sermon 
video. We will be putting videos of our morning preaching 
service on this channel.   

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING MENU 

December 2 

 Hamburgers, French Fries, Baked Beans, Cake 

December 9 

Fish, Coleslaw, Mac’n’Cheese, Apple Crisp 

December 16 

Chicken, Mashed Potatoes w/gravy, Green Beans   
German Chocolate Cake 

December 23 & 30 

No Services 

Sun. Pre-service Choir 9:00 a.m. 

 Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

 Morning Worship 10:50 a.m. 

 Choir practice (full)  

 Evening Worship  

Wed. Meal 5:00 p.m. 

 Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 


