December 2018

WE PRAY YOU RECEIVE THIS GIFT THIS CHRISTMAS,
AND EVERY DAY OF THE COMING YEAR.
MERRY CHRISTMAS,

Christmas Teddy Bears are here. You can donate the cost of the bears and have them given in honor or remembrance
of someone. You will notice a difference on the bears this year as we have started sewing a patch on them to let the
children know “Jesus Loves You Beary Much.”
There is a dedication form to fill out to let us know the name of the person being honored, and if you include their address, we can send them an acknowledgement as well. The Teddy Bears are given to the FS Police Dept., FS Fire
Dept., Sebastian Co. Sheriff’s Office, and Connected Foster Care Program to give to children in crisis situations.

DECEMBER 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
5 pm

4th Donna Sweeten
7th Mary Laffoon
12th Loretta Lininger
2

3

4

1

15th Janice Martin
16th BJ Phifer
29th Phillip Taylor

5

6

8

7

LADIES

Soups and
Chili, Crackers
and Cornbread,
Apple Crisp

LUNCHEON
11:00 am

Lottie Moon International Missions Week of Prayer and Offering Emphasis
9

10

11

Deacons:8:30 am

12

13

14

15

20

21

22

Salisbury Steak
Mashed Potatoes, Peas, Rolls,
Pie

Sunday School
teacher meeting
after worship.
16

17

18

19

Welcome,
Winter!

Caroling at
6:00 p.m.

Caroling at
3:00 pm
No evening
service

Pot Pie, Salad,
Cake

23

24

@5:30

25

26

27

28

29

Church Office
Closed
No Evening
Services

No Midweek
31

30

The BYKOTA Ladies have planned their annual Christmas gathering
for Saturday, December 8th, at 11:00 a.m. This year, however, they
would like to extend an invitation to all of the women of the church to
join them. Bring your favorite potluck dish and join us for fun, food
and fellowship. There wil be a “white elephant” gifts exchange as
well. Remember - don’t buy anything new. Our policy is that one person’s junk is another person’s treasure.

Serving dinner at
Hope Campus
4:00-7:00. No PM
services at SSBC

The Christmas Eve Service will be at 5:30. Invite your family and friends to join us for worship and music.
SERMON

December 2

December 9

December 16

Morning

“The High Cost of Leaving”

“Trying to Go Back”

“Returning to Your
First Love” Series

2 Corinthians 5:9-11

Hebrews 6:1-6

“The Danger of
Tolerating Sin”

Evening

“Is Anybody Listening?”

Hebrews Series

Hebrews 1:1-3

December 23

December 30

“Remembering Who Supply Preacher
Jesus Is”

1 Corin. 5:1-11

Philippians 2:1-6

“Greater Than Angels”, Part 1

Caroling

No Services

Hebrews 1:4 - 2:18

No Services here

Serving at Hope
Campus

Wednesday evenings in December we are looking at Disciple 101. We look forward to seeing everyone in each of our services.

So many people have gone “above and beyond” in serving the past
few weeks!

Thank you to everyone who helped in preparing and serving at
our Annual Family and Friends Thanksgiving Meal. You are all
awesome!



Thanks to everyone who gave to support the ministries of the
Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes. A total of $1429 was given
through our church.





Thank you to Debbie Balser and Dawn Taylor for your work in
gathering items, and having the children help in putting together
the care packages for residents of Hope Campus! Thank you
for teaching the children to serve!!!
Thank you to everyone who has been so generous to provide
Christmas gifts for foster children currently in care through
Connected Foster Care Program. All of the gift request were
claimed by our members! If you have gifts for the kids, be sure
to have them at the church no later than December 9th so they
can be delivered to the Connected Offices.

At our last church business session, I shared with everyone about
meeting with Lori Griffin, Ballman Elementary School Principal, to
see how we could further minister to the faculty and staff of Ballman. We have an annual Back to School Luncheon for them in
August, but I would like to see us become more available to
them. After meeting with Ms. Griffin, we decided we would like to
provide, on the second Thursday of each month, cookies, brownies, doughnuts, fruit trays, etc. for their teacher’s lounge. They
have
approximately 35 faulty and staff. I would like to see our
Sunday school classes become involved in this ministry. Thank
you to the BYKOTA class for volunteering to provide goodies for
December. Also, Ms. Griffin asked if we could have a Prayer
Breakfast for the faculty and staff. I assured her we could make
that happen. So, on Thursday, January 17, 2019 at 7:15 am. We
wll be having a Prayer Breakfast for them. This, I pray, will become an annual ministry opportunity with them. I will be getting
out more information on this as we get closer to January.

Date

Design.
Gifts

11-4

53

57

$2986

$131

11-11

45

53

$5125

$65

11-18

44

52

$3092

$1044

11-25

44

46

$1843

$436

2018/2019 Budget
Annual Budget

$228,483

Yr/Date Needed

$150,885

Yr/Date Receipts $113,829
+ (-) Budget

Giving

Sunday Morning Budget
School Worship Gifts

($37,056)

Needed Weekly

$4311

Weekly Avg.

$3252

Volunteers in Service



Attendance

Date

Morning prayer

12-2

Mike Bell

12-9

David Goodson

12-16

Pete Galvan

12-23

Mike Hicks

12-30

Scott Taylor

Ushers

Mell, Martha, Pat

If South Side needs to cancel any worship services due
to bad weather, please tune to TV station channel 40/29
or check the church website at ssbconline.org or our
Facebook page. If our Sunday morning worship services
are cancelled, all activities for that day will be cancelled
as well. If the Fort Smith public school system cancels
classes due to bad weather on Wednesday, our services
will also be cancelled that evening. This will also be
posted on our website and Facebook page.
This would be a good time for each Sunday School class to set up a call list, if
you have not already done so. If you
set up a Cancellation Call List for your
class, please let Bro. Howard know so
the contact person can be notified. Phone calls or
texts are usually the quickest and easiest way to
notify our regulars of cancellations.

Isn’t it awesome to see God working!!
As you fill out Christmas cards this year, be sure
to include our shut-ins and those who are unable
to get out very often anymore. They are always
grateful for news of our church and the church
families. Most of all, they are cheered to know
they have been remembered.
Caroling, Caroling, Now we go ….
We will be caroling our shut-ins and nursing home residents again
this year, on two separate occasions. On Sunday, Dec. 16, beginning at 3:00 pm, we will sing at Brookdale (Ms. Katie Jacks), Fianna Hills Nursing (Joan Warburton), and at the homes of Mary
Laffoon and Tom and Ann Raymond. We should be finished
around 6:00 p.m. There will not be an evening service at the
church so we have time to spend with them. On Wednesday,
Dec. 19, we will leave the church after dinner to sing at the homes
of Earl and Loretta Lininger, Bob and Margie Hawkins, and at
Mercy Crest in Barling with Ben Jordan. We hope to have a large
turnout for both trips. These members have been so active in the
past and miss coming to SSBC for services. They are looking
forward to seeing us and hearing the Christmas songs!

The library upgrade is almost complete
During this process there have been a
number of duplicate copies found. These
books are displayed on the shelf outside
the library door, and are available for you to take home to
keep. Come see us soon on Sunday morning, between
classes and worship service, to see the changes!
South Side will again prepare and serve the evening meal
at HOPE Campus on Dec. 30th from 4:00-7:00 p.m.
Sign up now to come help us.
HOPE Campus has just celebrated their one-year anniversary. Since opening their doors on September 29,
2017 they have provided 39,874 beds, 138,350 meals,
44.719 showers, and 9.946 loads of laundry. They have
helped 261 individuals successfully transition into selfsufficiency and another 471 have completed housing application. Hope Campus is more than a place to get a
meal and a place to sleep. Their goal is to help individuals to become self-sufficient. I want to thank everyone
from South Side Baptist as you go and help serve in this
ministry of Fort Smith!

Sun.

Pre-service Choir

9:00 a.m.

Morning Bible Study

9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship

10:50 a.m.

Choir practice (full)

5:00 p.m.

Evening Worship

6:00 p.m.

Wed. Prayer & Bible Study
Children’s activities

6:00 p.m.
5:45 p.m.

Visit our website at www.ssbconline.org.
The website has been updated and really improved. Sign on
to see all the changes. If you have suggestions as to things
you would like to see on the webpage, please let us know.
Find us on Facebook under “South Side Baptist
Church” Like and Share our page to help your family and
friends see what is going on a SSBC.
Then, check out South Side’s new YouTube channel! If you
have internet, a computer, smartphone or tablet, just go to
YouTube and do a search for ssbcfortsmith in the YouTube
search engine. When our channel comes up, please subscribe to it, then click on the icon that looks like a bell to
have a notification sent to your email when we post a new
sermon video. We will be putting videos of our morning
preaching service on this channel.
Share this information with friends to let them know who
we are here at South Side, and to keep up with all our
activities.
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please call,
write or email us at southside@ssbconline.org

Wednesday Night Menu

December 5
Soups, Chili, Cornbread, Apple Crisp
December 12
Salisbury Steak, Mashed Potatoes, Peas, Rolls, Pie
December 19
Pot Pie, Salad, Cake
December 26
No Midweek Services

